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His mofl Excellent Majefly 

WILLIAM in. 

Kij^ of Grtat Britain, 


SI%, 


T His Account of the greateft 
Discovery that has been 
made in this Age, of feveral 
Large Countries , fituate between 
the F>'o;^e» Sea and New Mexico, I make 
bold humbly to Dedicate to your Ma- 
jefty. Having liv’d Eleven Years in 
the Northern America, I have had an 
Opportunity to penetrate farther into 
that Unknown Continent than any 
before me ■, wherein I have difcover’d 
New Countries, which may be juftly 
call’d the Delights of that New World, 
A } They 







To the K IN G. 

They are larger than Europe^ water d 
with an infinite number of fine Ri¬ 
vers, the Courfe of one of which is 
above 800 Leagues long, ftock’d 
with all forts of harmlefs Bealls, and 
other Things neceffary for the Con- 
veniency of Life ; and blefs d with fo 
mild a Temperature of Air, that 
nothing is there wanting to lay the 
Foundation of one of the Greateft 
Empires in the World. 

1 fhould think my felf very happy, 
and fufficiently rewarded for my La^ 
borious TJravels, if they could any 
ways contribute to make thofe Coun¬ 
tries better known, under the Glo¬ 
rious Naiiie of Your Majefty ; and if 
through Your Royal Protection I 
might ferve as Guide to your Subjects, 
to carry into thofe Parts the Light of 
the Gofpel, and the Fame of your He- 
roical Virtues: My Name would be 
blefs d amongft thofe numerous Na¬ 
tions, who live without Laws and Re¬ 
ligion, only beaufe no body endea¬ 
vours 





To the KING. 

vours to inftmd them; and they 
would have the Happinefs of being 
converted to the Chriftian Faith, and 
the Advantage of feeing at the fame 
time, their Fiercenefs and rude Man¬ 
ners foftned and civiliz'd, by the Com¬ 
merce of a Polite and Generous Na¬ 
tion, rul’d by the moft Magnani¬ 
mous King in the World. 

This Enterprize is worthy of Your 
Majefty, who never frames but No¬ 
ble Defigns, and purfues them with 
fuch a Prudence and Vigour, that they 
are always crown’d with % Glorious 
Succefs. 

I dare not prefume to give here 
a particular Account of what Your 
Majefty’s unparallelfd Valour and 
Prudence have done for the Felicity of 
England^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ and the 
United Provinces; the Happinefs of your 
Kingdoms, and the Mildnefs of Your 
Majefty’s Government, proclaim that 
Truth to all the World, as alfo the 
Tranquillity of the United Nether^ 
A 4 landsy 
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lands^ amidft a dreadful War, which 
ravages moft Parts of Europe. Your 
Majefty drove back a formidable 
Enemy, who had penetrated into 
their very Heart, and keeps him fince 
at fuch a diftance, that they have no¬ 
thing to fear from his Ambitious De- 
figns. 

The reft of Europe is no lefs inde¬ 
bted to Your Majefty than your own 
Kingdoms and the Umted Netherlands; 
for Your Majefty expofes every Year 
your Life, at the Head of your Ar-. 
mies and theirs, to proted their Coun¬ 
try and preferve their Liberties from 
a fatal Invafion. The Allies know, and 
own with Gratitude, 1 hat Your Ma¬ 
jefty s Prudence, and the great Re- 
fped which fo'many Princes have for 
your Perfonal Merit, are the only Ce* 
ment that was able to maintain the 
Great Alliance, into which Europe is 
enter’d for its Prefervation. 

Your Majefty’s Glorious Atchieve* 
ments being a Theme above my Pen^ 

I 
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I muft not prefume to fpeak of them; 
but my Religion obliges me to men¬ 
tion what I have feen with my own 
Eyes, and publifii to all the World, 
That I have feen Your Majefty Tre^ 
ferVmgj with the utmoft Care, Our 
Churcks in the Netherlands , while 
OtherSy who, by a Principle of Con- 
feknee , were oblig’d to Procedl 
them, left them expos d to the Info- 
lence of their Soldiers, violating in 
the face of the Sun the Refpe6l all 
Chriftians owe them. 

It is this great Generofity and Equi¬ 
ty of your Majefty, as much as your 
other incomparable Exploits, which 
have gain’d you the Efteem and the 
Hearts of all Chriftian Princes, one 
alone excepted ; and have engag’d 
the King of Spain my lawful Sove¬ 
reign, the moft Catholick Prince in 
the World, to make fo ftrid an Al- 
liance with Your Majefty. 

That Great Monarch being too re- 
jiiQte from the Netherlands to .de.^end 

his 
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his Dominions, has found in Your 
Majefty a Valiant and Trufty De¬ 
fender ,• who being feconded by the 
Invincible Eledor of SaVaria, pro- 
tecls the Spmijh Dominions againft a 
Prince, who makes all Pofliblc Ef¬ 
forts to deprive his Catholick Majefty 
thereof, notwithftanding their Proxi¬ 
mity of Blood, and his profelSng the 
fame Religion. 

His Catholick Majefty having 
therefore fo often experienc’d, that 
Your Majefty’s Royal Word is more 
firm than other Princes Treaties and 
Solemn Oaths, could not alio but 
leave his Dominions to your Dif- 
pofal i fhewing by that unparallell’d 
Piece of Truft, how much he relies 
upon Your Majefty’s Honour, and 
what Efteem he has for your Royal 
Vertues, which are mix’d with no 
manner of Imperfedions. 

I don’t qucftion but many, out of 
Envy or Malice, will blame me for 
cntiing into Your Majefty’s Service j 

but 
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but I care very little for what they fiy, 
fince it is by the Permiffion of his Ca- 
tholick Majefty, the Eledor of 'Bava- 
rky and the Superiours of my Order. 

I defign to keep the Integrity of my 
Faithj and ferve faithfully the Great 
Monarch who has honour’d me with 
his Royal Proteftion. I owe my 
Services to the Generous Protector of 
my Country, and of our Altars, who 
befides has lb kindly receiv'd me at 
his Court, while other Princes neglect¬ 
ed me, or forbad me their Preience. It 
is then out of Gratitude, that I devote 
my felf to Your Majefty’s Service, 
and in order to contribute to the 
Converfion of the feveral Nations 1 
have difeovefd, and to the Advan¬ 
tage of your Subjects, if they will 
improve this Opportunity, and make 
Plantations in a Country, which is fo 
fertile as to afford Two Crops every 
Year. 

The Gentleman with whom 1 be¬ 
gan this Difeovery, had form’d great 

Deligns, 
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Defigns , and efpecially upon thi 
Mines of Sr. 'Barbe in New Mexico • 
but his Tragical Death prevented 
their execution. 

I humble beleech Your Majefty 
to accept this Publick Mark of my 
Relped and Gratitude j having pray’d 
the Almighty for the Prefervation of 
Your Sacred Majefty’s Perfon, and 
the Profperity of your Reign, I beg 
leave to fubftribe my felf, with 
all the Submiftion and Refpeif ima¬ 
ginable, 

SIR, 

7our M A J E S T Y's 

Mojl Hmble, niojl Faithful, and 
Mojl Obedient Servant, 

F. Louis Hennepin^ 

I Miffionary ^colk^. 
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PREFACE. 

I Prefeat here the Reader with the Firft 
Part of the Account of the: Voyage I 
made fromthe Tear 1679, totheTear ilsj, 
in the Northern America; in which I dif 
cover’d a Country, unhnown before me, as 
large or larger than Europe. 1 had refol- 
ved long ago to oblige the Publicf with it ; 
but my Refolution was prevented by fame 
Reafons, which it would be too long to re* 
late. 

’Tis true, / publifi’d part of it in the 
Tear 1684, in my Account of Louifiana ; 
plated at Paris by Order of the French 
King i but I was then oblig'd to fay nothing 
% River Mefchafipi, from 

the Mouth of the River of the Illinois down 
to the Sea fir fear of difobliging M. la 
^Ik, with, whcm 1 began my Difcovery. 
m> Oentleman wotid alone have the lory 
of having difcover'd the Courfe of that Ri. 
Vfr : But when he heard that I had done 
« two Tears before him, he could never for- 
gm me, tohiigh, at / have faid, I was fi 'mo- 

defi 
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defl as to piMfi nothing of it. This is tk 
true caffe of his Malice againft me^ and oj 
all the barbarous Z)fage I have met with in 
France 5 which they carry d fo far^ as to oh- 
iige the Marquis de Louvois to command m 
to depart the French Kings Dominions\ 
which I did willingly^ thd I faw fuficknt 
Grounds to believe this Order was forgd 
after Monfieur de Louvois was dead. 

The pretended Reafons of that violent 
Order^ were^ becaufe I refufed to return in* 
America, where I bad been already Ele^ 
ven Tears 5 tho* the particular Laws of our 
Order oblige none of us to go beyond-Sea a- 
gainji their Will, 1 would have however 
returned very willingly^ had I not fuficient' 
ly hyiown the Malice of M. la Salle, who 
wou^d have expos d me^ to makg me perijh^ 
as he did one of the Men who accompany d 
me in my Difcovery, God hysows^ that 1 
am firry for his unfortunate Death 5 bat the 
Judgments of the Almighty are always jufl 5 
for that Gentleman was kill'd by one of his 
own Men^ who were at laji fenfible that he 
expos'd them to viflble Dangers^ without a- 
ny Necejfity^ and for his private Defegns, 
Iprefented fime time after a Petition to 
the French King^ while he was encamp d 
at Harlemont in Brabant, fitting forth my 
Services^ and the Injujiice of my Enemies^ 
but that Prince had fo many Affairs^ 
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that^ I fiippofe^ they Idnderd him from con^ 
fidering my Petitioff 5 a^d fo I coud obtain 
no Satisfaidion. I continu'd finc.e at Gofle- 
liers and Aeth 5 and juji as they were raU 
ftng another Perfecution againji me , the 
Divine Providence brought me acquainted 
with Mr, Blathwait, Secretary of War to 
hk Majefly William the Third, King of 
Great Britain 5 rvho^ by Order of His Ma^ 
jefty^ wrote a Letter to Father Payez, Ge- 
neral Commijfary of our Order at Louvain, 
to defire him to give me leave to go Miffio¬ 
nary into America, and to continue in one 
of the United Provinces^ till I had dige^ 
fled into Order the Memoires of my Difl 
covery. This General Commijfary beings infor¬ 
med that the King of Spain, and the Ele- 
Idor of Bavaria conjented that I fimtd enter 
into the Service of His Majejiy of Great 
Britain, granted me what I defiPd, and 
fent me to Antwerp, to take there in our 
Convent a Lay-Habit 5 and from thence I 
went into Holland, receiv'd fome Mo¬ 
ney from Mr. Hill, by Order of Mr. Blath- 
wait. 

I defignd to live at Amfterdamjyr fome 
time 5 but fome Reajbns oblig'd me to go to 
Utrecht, where I finijh'd this Firft Volume 
of the Account of my Difeovery ^ which I 
hope win prove advantageous to Europe, 

and 
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and efpecial/y to the EngliQi Nation^ to 
whofe Service I entirely devote my felf, 

I cannot fnfficiently acknowledge the Fa- 
votirs of Mr. Blathwait, who has fo gene- 
roufly provided for my Snbfiftence , and did 
me the Honour to prefent me to His Maje- 
jiy before his Departure for England. 1 am 
alfo very much oblig d to the Duke of Or¬ 
mond , and the Earl of Athlone, fir the 
Civilities I have receiv'd from them : They 
have often admitted me to their Table, and 
granted feveral Prote&ions in Flanders up¬ 
on my Recommendation. 

I hope the Reader will be pleas'd with the 
Account of my Difiovery , not for the Fine- 
nefs of the Language, and tloe Noblenefs of 
the Exprejjion, but only upon Account of 
its Importance, and of the Sincerity where¬ 
with tis written. The Bookseller has added 
a Map, and fome other Cutts, which are an 
Ornament to the Book., and very ujeful for 
the better underjianding of it. 


THE 
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New Difcovery 

O F A 

/ 

Country greater than EUROPE; 


Situated in America, betwixt New-Mexico 
and the Frozen-Sea. 


Tl)e Occafion of undertaKmg this Voyage, 

M e N are never weary of contemplating 
thofe Obje(fts that are before their Eyes, 
^caufe they difcover a thoufand ravifh- 
ing Excellencies therein, capable to af¬ 
ford ’em both Satisfadion and Inftru^Hon. The 
Wonders they there meet with, are fo furprifing, 
and ( as it were ) enchanting, that they are necef. 

• larily engaged to furv^ the fame with all poflible 
Exadnels, in order to utisfte their natural Curiofity, 
and inform their Minds. 

The Condition of Travellers is very near the 
fame. They’re never weary of making new Difco- 
veries. They’re indefatigable in rambling through 
unknown Countries and Kingdoms not mention’d 
B in 
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in Hiftory ; feafting their Minds with the Satis&di. 
on of gratifying and enriching the World with fome<. 
thing unheard of^ and whereof they had never any 
Idea before. 'Tis true, fuch Enterprizes expofe ’em 
to infinite Fatigue and Danger : But herewith they 
folace themfelves, and perfevere to fuffer all with 
Pleafure in that they hope to contribute thereby 
both to the publick Good, and to the glory of God, 
while at the fame time they are gratifying their own 
natural Inclinations ; and hence it is, they are fo 
powerfully bent to make thefe Difeoveries, to feek 
out ftrange Countries and unknown Nations, where¬ 
of they had never before heard of. 

Thofe whofe Aim in undertaking Voyages, is to 
enlarge the Bounds of Chrift’s Kingdom, and ad¬ 
vance the Glory of God, do upon that Profped a- 
lone valiantly venture their Lives, making ’em of 
no Account. They endure the greateft Fatigues,and 
traverfe the moft unpaffable Ways and horrid Pre¬ 
cipices, in^ order to the Execution of their Defignsj 
being pu/h’d on by the Hopes they entertain of Pro¬ 
moting by thefe means the Glory of him who crea¬ 
ted ’em, and under whofe ConduA they undertake 
fuch toilfbme Voyages. 

It’s ufual to fee lome undaunted Men boldly en¬ 
counter the moft frightful of Deaths, both in Bat¬ 
tles and in dangerous Voyages: they are fuch as are 
not difeouraged by all the Hazards that furround 
’em either by Sea or Land; nothing being able to 
witiiftand the Valour and Courage that prompts ’em 
to attempt any thing. Therefore is it, that we oft- 
times fee ’em fucceed in obtaining their Defigns, 
and compalling their moft difficult Enterprizes. Yet 
it’s to be acknowledg’d, that if they t6ok a ferious 
View before hand, of the Perils they’re about to 
encounter, and confider’d ’em in cold Blood, they 
would perhaps find Difficulty to perfuade themfelves 
into fuch refolute Thoughts ; at leaft, they would 

not 
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not form their Defigns after fuch a daring and fearlefs 
manner. But generally fpeaking, tliey do not fiirvey 
their Dangers beforehand;, any otherwife than by the 
Lump, and with a tranfient View 5 and having once 
fet their Hands to the Work, Occafion engages "em 
infenfibly, and entices ’em further on than they 
cou’d have believ’d at firft. Infomuch that many 
of the great Difcoveries owing to Voyages, are ra¬ 
ther the Refult of Chance, than any well form’d 
Defign. 

Stmiething of the fame Nature has happen’d to 
my felf in the Difcovery I now bring to Light. I 
was from my Infancy very, fond of Travelling; 
and my natural Curiofity induc’d me to vifit many 
Parts of Europe one after another. But not being fa- 
tished with that, I found my felf inclin’d to enter-* 
tain more diftant Profpeas, and was eager upon fee¬ 
ing remoter Countries and Nations that had not yet 
been heard of; and in gratifying this natural Itch, 

. was I led to this Difcovery of a vail and large Coun- 
ever was before my (elf. 

Tis true indeed, I could not forefee the Emba- 
raffing Difficulties and Dangers I muft ofneceflity 
encounter with in this my painful Voyage. Nay, 
perha^ the very Thoughts of ’em might have dif- 
couragfd and fear’d me from attempting a Defign 
10 labpnous and toilfome, and environ’d with fuch 
tnghttul Difficulties. But maugre all thefe Difeou- 
ragements, IVe at length perfeded my Defign, the 
Undertaking of which was enough to frighten any 
other but my felf In which I’ve fatisfy’d my De^ 
both m regard to the curiofity I had to fee new 
^untries, and ftrange Faces; and alfo upon the 
Account of my Refolution to employ and dedicate 

y felf to the Glory of God, and the Salvation 
Souls. 

Thus it was that I difoover’d a wonderful Country 
never known till now j of which I here give an am- 
B X pie 
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pie Defcription ; and ( as I think ) circumftantiated 
enough: It being divided into feveral fmall Chap¬ 
ters, for the Conveniency of the Reader. I hope 
the Publick will return me Thanks for my Pains, 
becaule of the Advantage that may accrue to it by 
the fame. However the World's Approbation fhall 
fufficiently recompenfe all the Trouble and Dangew 
I've gone throi^h. 

I am noi. inlenfible of the Reflexions I fliall meet 
with from fuch as never dar'd to travel themfelves, 
or never read the Hiflories of the Curious and 
Brave, who have given Relations of the ftrange 
Countries they have taken upon them to fee: I doubt 
not but that iort of Cattle will account of this my 
Diicovery as being falfe and incredible. But what 
they fay (hall not trouble me much: They them- 
lelves were never Mafters of the Courage and Va¬ 
lour which infpires Men to undertake the glorious 
Enterprizes that gain 'em Reputation in the World, 
being confin'd within narrow Bounds, and want¬ 
ing a Soul to atchieve any thing that can procure 
*em a diftinguifhing and advantageous CharaXer a- 
mong Men. It were better therefore for fuch to 
admire what they cannot comprehend, and reftfa- 
tisfy’d in a wife and profound Silence, than thus 
foolifhly to blame what they know nothing of. 

Travellers are generally accus'd of venting an In¬ 
finity of Lyes and Impoftures: But Men of a mag¬ 
nanimous and firm Courage are above fuch filly 
Raileries: For when they've done all to blacken our 
Reputation, we (hall ftill receive for our Reward, 
the Eftecm and Approbation of Men of Honour, 
who being endow'd with knowing and penetrati^ 
Souls, are capable to give an equal and impartial 
Judgment of Travels, and of the juft Merit of 
as have hazarded their Lives for the Glory of God) 
and the Good of the Publick. It is this happy ana 
agreeable Recompence that makes the daring Tra- 
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vellers fo valiantly expofe themfelves to all manner of 
Fatigues and Dangers, that by fo doing, they may 
become ufeful to Mankind. 


CHAP. I. 

He Motives which engag’d the Author of this Difcovery 
to undertake the Voyage^ whereof you have here a Re¬ 
lation, 

I Always found in my felf a ftrong Inclination to 
retire from the World, and regulate my Life ao 
^rding to the Rules of pure and fevere Virtue: and 
in compliance with this Humour, I enter'd into the 
Francifcan Order, defigning to confine my felf to an 
auftere Way of Living. I was over-joy’d then, when 
I read in Hiftory the Travels and Voyages of the Fa¬ 
thers of my own Order, who indeed were the firft 
that undertook Millions into any foreign Country, And 
oft-times reprelented to my felf, that there could be 
nothing greater or more glorious than to inftrud the 
Ignorant and Barbarous, and lead ’em to the light of 
the Gofpel; and having remark’d, that the Prancifcans 
had behaved themfelves in this Work with a great deal 
of Zeal and Succefs, I found this begat in ray Mind 
a Defire of tracing their Footfteps, and dedicating 
my felf after their Example, to the Glory of God, 
and the Salvation of Souls. 

In reading the Hiftory of our Order, I obferv’d, 
that in a general Aflembly held in the Year 1621. it 
was reckon’d, that fince the firft going of the Reve¬ 
rend Father Martin de Valence (one of our firft Refor¬ 
mers) into America, there had been five hundred Con¬ 
vents of Recolleds, eftablilh’d in that New World, 
and diftributed into Two and twenty Provinces. As 
I advanc’d in Years, this Inclination to travel did fo 
niuch the more fix it felf in my Mind. It is true, 
B I one 
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one of my Sifters that was marry’d at Ghent, and 
whom I lov'd very tenderly, diddilTuade me from my 
Delign as much as fhe could, and never ceas'd to re^ 
double her Sollicitations to that purpole, while I had 
occafion to be with her in that great City, whither I; 
had'gone to learn the Dutch Language: But being fplli- 
cited on the other hand, by many of my Friends at Jm- 
fierdam, to go to the Eafi-Indies, my natural Inclina¬ 
tion, join’d to the Influence of their R^uefts, did 
move me much, and had almoft determin'd me to 
undertake a Sea-Voyage. 

Seeing then that all the Remonftrances of my Sifter 
could not diffuade me from travelling, I firft under¬ 
took a Journey into Italy • and in Obedience to the 
Orders of my Superiour, vifited all the great Chur«, 
ches, and moft confiderable Convents of our Order/ ! 
both in that Country, and in Germany ; which did in 
fome meafure gratifie the Curiofity of my Temper. 
But having return'd to the Netherlands, the Reverend 
Father William Herinx, late Biftiop of Ipres, manifeft-f ,; 
ed his aveifenefs to the Refolution I had taken ot' ■ 
continuing to travel, by detaining me in the Con¬ 
vent of Halles in Hainault, where I was oblig’d to ] 
form the Office of Preacher for a Year. After which,( J 
with the Confent of my Superiour, I went into thft); I 
Country of Artoss, from whence I was fent to ■ 
lais, to ad the part of a Mendicant there in time of i l 
Herring-falting. ^ 

Being there, I was paffionately in love with hea^ ^ 
ing the Relations that Mafters of Ships gave of their't? 
Voyages. Afterwards I return’d to our Convent 4?*^^ 
Bkz,, by the way of Dunkirk : But I us’d oft-timetJ'| 
to fculk behind the Doors of Vidualling-Houfes, i 
hear the Sea-men give an Account of their Advcmo - 
cures. The Smoak of Tobacco was offenfive to 
and created Pain in my Stomach, while I was thuij^ 
intent upon giving ear to their Relations: But for 
} was very attentive to the Accounts they gave 
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their Encounters by Sea^ the Perils they had gone 
through, and all the Accidents which befell them in 
their long Voyages. This Occupation was fo agree¬ 
able and engaging, that I have fpent whole Daj s and 
Nights at it without eating; for hereby I always 
came to underftand Ibme new thing, concerning the 
Cuftoms and Ways of Living in remote Places; and 
concerning the Pleafantnefs, Fertility, and Riches of 
the Countries where thefe Men had been. 

This confirm’d me more and more in my former 
Refblution ; and that I might advance it yet further, 
I went Miffionary into moft part of the Towns of 
Holland; and flopp’d at length at Mafireicht ^ for 
eight Months together, where I adminifter’d the Sa¬ 
craments to above Three thoufand wounded Men: 
In which Occupation I ventur’d many Dangers 
among the Sick People, being taken ill both of a 
Spotted Fever and a Dyfenterie, which brought me 
very low, and near unto Death : But God at length 
reftor’d me to my former Health, by the Care and 
Help of a very skilful Dutch Phyfician. 

The Angular Zeal I had for promoting the Good 

Souls, engag’d me the Year following to be pr^ 
ent at the Battle of Seneffe, where I was bufied in 
idminiftring Comfort to the poor wounded Men: 
nil at length, after having endur’d all manner of 
"atigue and Toil, and having run the rilque of ex- 
reme Dangers at Sieges of Towns in the Trenches, 
nd in Fields of Battel, (where I never ceas’d to ex- 
ofe my felf for the good of Mens Souls) while 
liefe bloody Men were breathing nothing butSlaugh- 
“r and Blood, I happily found my felt in a condi- 
ion to fatisfie my firfl Inclination: For I then re- 
eiv’d Orders from my Superiours to go for Rochet^ in 
rder to embark in Quality of Miffionary for Canada, 
l^ithin Two Leagues of that City I perform'd the 
uncflion of a Curate near two Months; being invi- 
^ fo to do by the Paftor of the Place, who had oc- 
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cafion to be abfent from his Charge. But afterwards 
I totally refign’d my felf to the Providence of God, 
and begun a Voyage of Twelve or Thirteen hundred 
Leagues over, and perhaps the greateft that can be 
made by Sea. 

I embark’d in the Company of Mr. Francis de La. 
*valy created then Bifhop of Fetree in fartibus Infideli^ 
um^ and fince Bilhop of Quebec, the Capital City of 
Canada ; and now my Inclination to travel increas’d 
more and more: Yet I ftaid in that Country four 
Years^ and was fent thence in Miflion^ while the 
Abbot of Fenelon, prefent Archbi/hop of Cambray^ 
refided there. 

I fhall not here recount the feveral Adventures of 
our Voyage, nor the Fights we were engag'd in with 
. the Ships of Turkey, Tunis, and Algiers, who attem¬ 
pted feveral times to have taken us; but without fuc- 
cefs. Nor /hall I ftay to relate our Approach to Caft 
Breton, where we beheld with incredible Delight, the 
Battle ordinarily fought betwixt the Fi/hes call’d 
Efyadonsznd the Whales, their mortal Enemies; nei¬ 
ther am I to detain my Reader with an Account of 
lyhat vaft Quantities of Fi/h we took at Forty Fa¬ 
thom Water, upon the Great Bank of N^-founT 
Land ; or what great Numbers of Ships we rencoun¬ 
ter’d with, that were bound thither from differi^t 
Nations to fi/h in thefe Places, which afford fuch in¬ 
finite Numbers of all manner of Fi/hes. Thefe di¬ 
verting Sights were very agreeable to all our Crew, 
which was then about an Hundred Men ftrong, to 
three Fourths of whom I adminiftred the Sacra¬ 
ments, they being Catholicks. I perform’d likewife 
Divine Service every Day while the Weather was 
calm; and we fung the Itinerary of the Clergy, 
tranflated into French Verfe, after the Evening, 
Prayers, 


Thus 
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Thus we fweetly pafs'd our Time a-hoard, *till at 
length we arriv’d at Quebec, the Capital City of 
Canada, * , 


C H A P. IL 

7he Means by which the Author accufiomd himself to en- • 
dwe the Tra'uail and Fatigue of his laborious Mijfion, 

M r. Francis de Laval , Bifhop of Fetree, having ta¬ 
ken polTeflion of the Bilhoprick of Quebec^ 
which was conferr’d upon him by Pope Clement X. 
and that contrary to the Sentiments of many Perfons 
of Quality, who, by means of his Preferment, were 
fruftrated of their own Pretenfions: This Reverend 
Prelate (I fay ) having taken into confideration the 
Fervency of my Zeal in Preaching the Gofpel in my 
Voyage, my afliduous Diligence in performing Di¬ 
vine Service, and the Care I had taken to hinder the 
Young Fellows of our Crew from keeping loofe 
Company with the Women and Maids that came 
along with us (for which I had oft-times been re¬ 
warded with Anger and Hatred ; ) thefe Rcafons, 
and fuch like, procur'd me the Favour and Applaufe 
of this Illuftrious Prelate, he obliging me to preach 
in Advent and Lent to the Cloiftcr of St. Augufiin, in 
the Holpital of Quebec. 

But in the mean while, all this did not fatisfie my 
natural Inclination: I us’d oft-times to -go fome 
Twenty or Thirty Leagues off the Town to fee the^ 
Country, wearing a little Hood, and making ufe of 
large Rackets, without which I had been in danger of 
falling headlong over fearful Precipices. Sometimes 
to eafe my felf a little, I made a great Dog I had 
brought with me, drag my little Baggage along, that 
I might arrive the fooner at Trois Rivieres, St. Anne, 
and Cape Tourmente, Bourgroyal , the Voint de Levi, 
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and at the Ifland of St, Laurtncey whither I defign’d 
to go. There I alfembled together, in one of the 
largeft Cottages .of that Country, as many People 
as I could gather; whom in fome time I admitted 
to Confemon, and to the Holy Communion. In 
the Night-time I had nothing to cover me but a 
Cloak j* and fometimes the Froft pierc’d to my 
very Bones, which oblig’d me to make a Fire five ci 
fix times in a Night, to prevent my freezing to death. 
My Commons alfo were very Ihort, fcarce mord 
than to keep me from fiarving. 

^In the Summer-feafon I was oblig’d, in order to 
continue my MiJJion, to travel in Canou’s, that is, a 
fort of little Boats f which I /hall defcribe hereafter) 
that they make ufe of in Lakes and Rivers: Which 
fort of Contrivance fucceeded well enough where 
the Water was /hallow, or about two or three Foot 
deep ; But when we came to any deeper Place, then 
the Boat, which was round underneath, was in dan¬ 
ger of over-turning, infomuch that I had certainly 
peri/h’d in the Water, had not I taken a circumfped 
Care of my felf. 

However, I found my felf oblig’d to travel after 
this manner, for there were no paffable Roads in 
this Country ; it being impoflible to travel over-land 
in thele new Colonies, becaufe of that infinite num¬ 
ber of Trees and Woods that befet them on all fides, 
which mu/t needs be cut down or burn’d, before any 
paffable Way be made. 
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CHAP. III. 

ADefcriftion of tbofe Camus that they make ufe of in the 
Summer-time in America, for the Convenimcy of tra- 
veiling- 

T Hefe Canou’s are round underneath, as I faid 
but now, and pointed at the two Ends, not 
unlike the Venetian Gondals: Without them it were 
irapoflible to travel in America^ for the Country is full / 
of vaft and wide-extended Forefts: Befides, the im¬ 
petuous Winds fometimes pluck up the Trees by the 
Roots, and Time it felf ranverfes great numbers of 
’em, which tumbling down through Age, are piled 
fo one upon another, that the Ways are totally em- 
barafe'd, and render'd unpaffable. 

The Savages are very ingenious in making thefe 
Canou s: They make them of the Bark of Birch- 
Trees, which they pull very neatly off that fort 
of Trees, they being confiderably bigger than thofe 
of JLurofe. They betake themfelves to this Work ge¬ 
nerally about the end of Winter, in the vaft Fo¬ 
refts that lie towards the Northern Parts of thefe 
Countries. 

For fupporting this Bark they line it within 
with Ribs or Pieces of white Wood, or Cedar, about 
four Fingers broad; this they flirbilh up with fmall 
Poles made fmooth, that make the Circumference 
of the Canou; then by other Poles going a-crofs, 
about an Inch, or an Inch and a half thick, which 
are very fmoothly polifti'd ; thefe they join on both 
Tides to the Bark by fmall Roots of Trees cloven in 
two, not much unlike the Willows that we make our 
Baskets of in Europe. 

Thefe Canou s have no Rudder, as the bigger Shal¬ 
lops have, for they row them along merely by the 

force 
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force of their Arms with fome fmall Oars; and can 
turn them with an incrediblefwiftnefs^ and dire(^t them 
whither they lift. Thofe that are accuftom’d to ma¬ 
nage them, can make ’em fail at a wonderful rate 
even in calm Weather; but when the Wind is n 
vourible, they are epedite to a Miracle; for they then 
make ufe of little Sails made of the fame Bark, but 
thinner than that of the Canou’s. As for the Eurtk 
peans, that by long ufage come to be well vers’d in 
this fort of Tackling, they make ule of about four 
Ells of Linen Cloth, hoifted up on a little Maft, the 
Foot of which ftands in a Hole made in a fquarc 
piece of light Wood, that is faftned betwixt the Ribs 
and the Bark of the Canou’s towards the Bottom. 

Thofe that are well skill’d in managing thefe Ca¬ 
non’s, can fail Thirty or Thirty five Leagues in a 
Day down a River, and fometimes more in Lakes, 
if the Wind be favourable: But fome of ’em are 
much bigger than others. They carry generally 
about a Thoufand pound Weight, fome Twelve hun¬ 
dred, and the biggeft not above Fifteen hundred 
pounds. The leaft of ’em can carry Three or four 
hundred pound weight, together with, two Men or 
Women to fteer them along. But the‘Greater muft 
have Three or Four Men to manage them, and 
fometimes when Bufinels requires Expedition, Seven 
or Eight to quicken their pace. 


CHAP. IV. 

Oiber Motives that indued the Author more forcibly to 
undertake this Difeovery, 

T Was paflionately zealous, in imitation of many 
Fathers of my Order, for enlarging the Limio 
of Chriftianity, and converting the barbarous Am-’ 
ricans to the Belief of the Golpel; and in purfuance 

of 
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of that Delign, Hook’d upon the Employment of a 
Mijfmary as a moft Honourable Port for me ; lb 
that whenever I founds the opportunity of a Miflion, 

I willingly embracM it; tho’ it oblig’d me to travel 
more than Twelve hundred Leagues off Canada: Yet 
I perfuaded feveral to accompany me in my Voyage; 
and negleded not any thing that might tend to the 
furtherance of my Defign. 

At firft, for a Trial I was fent in Million about 
a Hundred and twenty Leagues beyond Quebec. I 
went up by the way of the River St. Laurence^ and 
arriv’d at length at the brink of a Lake call’d by the 
Natives Ontario, which I fhall defcribe hereafter. 
Being there, I perfwaded feveral of the barbarous 
lro(iuefe, to cultivate the Ground, and prepare fome 
Wood for building a Lodge for us. Then I made 
themeredt a Crofs of an extraordinary heighth and 
bignefs; and built a Chapel near to the Lake, and 
fettled my felf there, with another of my own Or¬ 
der, by Name, Father Luke BuiJJet, whom I had in¬ 
duc’d to come along with me, and who died fince 
in our Francifcan Convent upon the Sambre : I fhall 
liave occafion afterwards to fpeak of him, for that 
we cohabited in Canada for a long time, and were 
Fellow-Labourers in our Settlement at Catarokouy; 
which was the Place where we oft-times concerted 
the Meafures of making this Difcovery' I am about 
to relate. I there gave my felf much to the reading 
of Voyages, and encreas’d the Ambition I had to 
purfue my Defign, from what Light the Savages 
imparted to us in that matter: In fine, I plainly per¬ 
ceiv’d by what Relations I had receiv’d of feveral 
Particulars in different Nations, that it was a mat¬ 
ter of no great difficulty to make confiderable Efta- 
blilhments to the South-Eaft of the great Lakes; and 
that by the conveniency of a great River call’d 
Hoio, which paffes through the Country of the Iro^ 
tjuefe , a Paflage might be made into the Sea at 
Cape Florida, While 
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While I refided in that place, I made feveral littk 
Tours, fomctimes with the Inhabitants of Caniii 
that we had brought along to fettle at our Fort of 
Catarckouy ; fometimes in company of the' Savages 
alone, with whom I convers’d frequently. And as 
I foreiaw that the Iroquefe might become jealous aaj 
fulpicious of our Difcoveries, Ir'rclblv’d to make a 
Tour round their Five Cantons; and in purfuanoo^ 
this Defign, threw my felf among ’em, being acco®. 
pany’d only with a Soldier of our Fort, who t®. 
veil’d with me Seventy Leagues, or near the Matter, 
on this' O^calion ; we having our Feet arm’d 
with large Rackets, to prevent the Injury of the 
Snow, which abounds in that Country in time of 
Winter. 

I had already acquir’d Ibme fmall Knowledge of 
the IroGfuefe Language ; and while I travell’d in this 
manner among them, they were furpriz’d to fee me 
walk in the Midft of Snow, and lodge my felf in 
the wild Forefts that their Country is full of. We 
were oblig’d to dig four Foot deep into the Snow, 
to make Fire at Night, after having journey’d Ten 
or Twelves Leagues over-day. Our Shooes were 
made after the Falhion of thofe of the Natives, bet 
were not able to keep out the Snow, which melted 
as foon as our Feet touch’d it, it having receiv’d heat 
from the motion of us walking along. We made 
ufe of the Barks of Trees to cover us when wc 
went.to fleep; and were carefully follicitous to keep 
in great Fires to defend us from the nipping Colds. 
In this lonefome Condition Ipent we the Nights, 
waiting the welcome return of the Sun, that we 
might go on in our Journey. As for Food, we had 
none, lave the Indian Corn grinded fmall, which 
we diluted with Water, to make it go down 
the better. 

Thus we pafs’d through the Countries of the 
nehiGuts and Honnontages^ who gave us a very kiml 

reception, 
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reception, and arc the moft Warlike People of all 
the Iroqttefe. When they faw us, they put their Fore¬ 
fingers to their Moutlis fignifyine how much fur- 
pris'd they were at the troublefim and difficult 
Journey we had made in the middle of Winter. 
Then looking upon the mean and mortifying Ha¬ 
bit of St. Francis, they cry’d aloud, Hetchita^on ! 
that is, Bare-fc»t; and did with all manner of paf 
fion and aftorii/hment pronounce the Word Ganno- 
m ; intimating, that it muft needs have been a 
Bufinefs of great Importance that mov’d us to at¬ 
tempt fuch a difficult Journey at fo unfeafonable 
a time. 

Thefe Savages regal’d us with Elk and Venifon, 
drefs’d after their own fafhion, which we eat of, and 
afterwards took leave of ’em, going further on in 
our Journey. When wfe departed, we carry’d our 
Bed-cloaths on our Backs, and took with us a little 
Pot to boyl their Corn in. We pafs’d through Ways 
that were overflown with Water, and fuch as wou’d 
have been unpaffable by any European: For when 
we came at vaft Mar/hes and overflowing Brooks, 
we were oblig’d to crawl along by the Trees. At 
length with much difficulty we arriv’d at Ganniekez, 
or Apniex,, which is one of the Five Cantons of the 
Iro^uefe, lituated about a large Day’s Journey from 
Eiev>~Holland, call’d now Neiv-Tork : Being there, Vv^e 
were forc’d to feafon our Indian Corn ( which we 
were wont to bruize betwixt two Stones) with lit¬ 
tle Frogs that the Natives gather’d in the Meadows 
towards Eafier, when the Snow was all gone. 

We flay’d fome time among thefe People, lodg¬ 
ing widi a Jefuire that had been born at Lions, to 
tranferibe an Iroqueje Didionary. When the Wea¬ 
ther began to be more fivourable, we chanc’d one 
day to meet with tiiree Dutch-mQx\ on Horle-back, 
who had come thither to traffick in Beavers Skins: 
They were fent thither by Major Andrews, who is 

the 
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the Perfon that fubdu’d Bofion and New-Tark for the 
King of England^ and is at prefent Governour of 
Virginia, 

Thefe Gentlemen alighted from their Horfes, that 
we might mount ^em, taking us along with them to 
New-Orange to be regal’d there. As foon as they 
heard me fpeak Dutch, they teftify’d a great deal of 
Friendfhip to me^ and told me they had read feveral 
Hiftories of the Difcoveries made by thofe of our 
Franclfcan Order in the Northern Parts of Amma^ 
but had never before feen any wear the'Habit b 
thefe Countries as we did. They likewife cxprefs’d 
the great Defire they had to have me ftay amone 
them, for the Spiritual Comfort and Advantage w 
many Catholicks who had come from out Nether¬ 
lands, and fetled there: And I Ihould very willit^, 
ly have yielded to their Intrcaties in refiding theri^ 
but that I was afraid of giving any Jealoufie to the 
Jefultes, 'who had receiv’d me very Kindly; and be- 
lides, I was aware of injuring the Colony of Canada, 
in refpeA to the Commerce they had with the Sava¬ 
ges of my Acquaintance in Beavers and Skins. 
We therefore having . teftifyed how much oblig’d 
vve were to the Gentlemen for their . Kindnefs, re¬ 
turn’d io Catarokouy mth much lefs difficulty 

than we went. But . all this had no other effed 
than to augment the Itching I had to difcover re¬ 
moter Countries. 


C H A P. V. 

A DefcriftM of Fort Catarokouy, called fitce 
Fort Frontenac. 

T His Fort is iltuated a Hundred Leagues from^ 
hec (the Capital City of Canada) up theRi* 
ver St, Laurmce Southwards. It is built near to the 

Place 
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place where the Lake Ontario (which is as much 
as to , the pretty Lake) difcharges it felf. 

.It was (urrounded with a Rampart^ great Stakes and 
Palifado% and four Baftions^, by the Order of Count 
frontenacy Governour-General of Canada. They found 
it neceflary to build this Fort for a Bulwark, againft 
theExcurfions of the Iroqueje, and to interrupt the 
Trade of Skins that thefe Savages , maintain with the 
Inhabitants of Nhi’-Tork^ and the Hollandersy who 
have fettled a new Colony there; for they furnifh 
the Savages .with Commodities at cheaper Rates than 
the French of Canada. 

The Iromefe are an Infolent and barbarous Nation, 
that has Ined the Blood of more than Two millions 
of Souls in that vaft-extended .Country. . They 
would never, ceafe from difturbing the Repofe of ' 
the Europeans, were it not for fear of" their Fire- 
Arms : For they entertain no Commerce wich " r 
them, fave in the Merchandife-Goods tliey {land in 
need of, and in Arms, which they buy on purpofa 
to ufb againft their Neighbours'; and by the means 
of which, they have compafs^di the Deftrudion of 
an infinite Number of People, extending their bloo¬ 
dy Conqueft above 5* or 600 Leagues beyond their 
own Precinds, and exterminating whatever i^'ations 
they hate. 

This Fort, which at.firft was only furrpunded with 
Stakes^ Palifado'^s, and earthen Ramparts, has been ' 
enlarg'd fince the commencement of my Miftion 
into thefe Countries, to the circumference of Three 
hundred and fixty Toifes (each of thefe being fix 
Foot in length) and is now adorn’d with FrecrStone, 
which they find naturally polifii’d by the Ihock of the 
Water upon the. brink of the Lake Ontario ot .Frontenac. 

They wrought at this Fore with fo much diligence , 
and expedition, that in two Years time it v/as ad¬ 
vanc’d to this perfection, by the Care and Con- s 
duCl of Sieur-Cavelier de la Salk, who. was a Norman 
C born; 
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born ; a Man of great ConduA and profound Poli- 
cy. He oft-times pretended to me^ that he was a 
Varijian by Birth, thinking thereby to engage Father 
Luke Bujffet before-Mention’d, and me, to put more 
confidence in him: For he had quickly obferv’d 
from our ordinary Converfation, that the 
and feveral other Nations, are prone to be jealous (» 
the Normans, I am fenfible that there are Men of 
Honour and Probity in Normandy, as well as elfe- 
vvhere; but neverthelefs it is certain, that other 
Nations are generally more free, and lefs fly and in¬ 
triguing, than the Inhabitants of that Province (f 
France. 

This Fort Frontenac lies to the Northward of this 
Lake, near to its Mouth, where it difcharges it felf; 
and is fituated in a Teninfula, of which the Ifihmm 
is digg’d into a Ditch. On the other fide, it has 
partly the Brink of the Lake furrounding it, partly a 
pretty fort of a natural Mould, where all manner 
of Ships may ride fafely. 

The Situation of this Fort is fo advantageous, that 
they can eafily prevent the Sallies and Returns of the 
Iroquefe ; and in the fpace of Twenty four Hours, 
can wage War with them in the Heart of their own 
Countiy. This is eafily compafs’d by the help of 
their Barques, of which I faw Three all deck'd and 
mounted, at my lafl departure thence. With thefe 
Barques, in a very little time, they can convey them- 
felves 10 the South-fide of the Lake, and pillage (if 
it be needful) the Country of the 'Tfonnontouans, who 
am the moil numerous of all the Provinces of the 
Ircqiisfe. They manure a great deal of Ground for 
fowing their Indian Corn in, of which they reap 
ordinarily in one Harveft as much as ferves 'em for 
two Years: Then they put it into Caves digg’din 
the Earth, and cover'd after fuch a manner, that no 
Rain can come at it. 


The 
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The Ground which lies along the Brink of this 
Lake is very fertile ; In the fpace of two Years and 
a half that I refided there in difcharge of my Mif 
they cultivated more than a hundred Acres of 
it. Both the Indian and European Corn^ Pulfe^ Pot- 
Herbs, Gourds, and Water-Melons, throve very well. 
It is^ true indeed^ that at firlf the Corn was much 
fpoifd by Graflioppers 5 but this is a thing that hap¬ 
pens in all the Parts of Ganada at the firft cultivating 
the Ground, by reaibn of the extream Humidity of 
all that Country. The firft Planters we fent thi¬ 
ther, bred up Poultry there, and tranfported with 
them Horned Beafts, which tnnltiply^d there extream- 
ly. They have ftately Trees, fit for building of 
Houfes or Ships. Their Winter is by three Months 
fhorter than at Canada. In fine, we have all the 
reafon to hope, that e’re long, a confiderable Colo¬ 
ny will^be fettled in that Place. When I undertook 
ray great Voyage, Heft there about Fifteen or Six¬ 
teen Families together, with Father Luke Buijfit a 
Reooliet, with whom I had us’d to adminifter the Sa¬ 
craments in the Chapel of that Fort. 

While the Brink of the Lake was frozen, I walk’d 
upon the Ice to an Iro^u^€ Village, call'd Ganneoufe, 
near to Keute, about nine Leagues off the Fort, in 
company of the Sieur de la Salle above-mention’d. 
Thefe Savages prefented us with the Flelh of Elks 
and Porcupines, which we fed upon. After having 
diicours’d them fome time, we return’d, bringing 
with us a conlidei able number of the Natives, in or¬ 
der to form a little Village of about Forty Cotta¬ 
ges to be inhabited by them, lying betwixt the Fort 
and our Houfe of Million. Thele Barbarians turn’d 
up the Ground, for fowing of Indian Com and Pulfe, 
of which we gave them fome for theii- Gardens. 
We iikewife taught them, contrary to their ufual 
cuftom of eatjng, to feed upon Soupe, made with 
fulfe and Herbs, as we did. 

C 2 
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Father Luke and ! made one Remark upon their 
Language, that they pronounc’d no Labial Letters, 
fuch as B, P, M, K We had the Apoftolick Creedj 
the Lord’s Prayer, and our ordinary Litany, tranfla- 
ted into thc lroe^ufe Language, which we caus’d them 
to get by heart, and repeat to their Children; and 
forc’d their Children toVonounce as we did, by in* 
culcating to them the Labial Letters, and obliging 
’em to frequent converfe with the Children of the 
Europeam that inhabited the Fort; fo that they mu¬ 
tually taught one another their Mother-Languages; 
which ferv’d likewife to entertain a good Correfpon- 
dence with the Iroquefe. 

Thefe Barbarians flay’d always with us, except 
when they went a hunting j which was the thing 
we were much concern’d about: for when they went 
for five or fix Months ravaging through their vaft 
huge Forefts, and fometimes Two hundred Leagues 
from their ordinary abode, they took their whole 
Family along with them. And thus they liv’d to¬ 
gether, feeding upon the Flefh of the wild Bealls 
they kill’d wuth the Fire-Arms they us’d to receive of 
the Europeans, in exchange of their Skins : And it 
was impoflible for any Miflionary to follow them 
into thefe wild Defarts; fo that their Children being 
abfent all the feafbn of Hunting, forgot what we 
Lad inflili’d into them at Fort Frontenac, 

The Inhabitants of Canada towards Quebec, Trois 
Rivieres, and the Ifle of Mmreal, being-fick of their 
long Winters,* and feeing thofe of the Francifcjm 
Order fettle themfelves at Frontenac, where the Win¬ 
ter was three Months fhorter, many of ’em refolvd 
to tranfport their Families thither, and refide there. 
They reprefented to themfelves the Advantage that 
fhould accrue to them, by having the Sacraments ad- 
minillred, and their Children educated by us, and 
that for nothing; for we ordinarily took no Compcn*. 
fitiofi the m we gave. 
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There have always been fome fort of People who 
endeavour d to render themfelves Maftersof Camda, 
and become Arbiters and Judges overall the Settle- 
ments there; for the compaffing of which Defien. 
^ they left no means untry’d. They attributed to them¬ 
felves Glory of all the Good Succefs that was had 
there: They dilpers’d their Miflionaries over all the 
Country, and endeavour’d to obftrua: all our Defiens 
at^oTt Frmtenac. In fine, they oblig’d our Recollets 
to remove thence by the help of the Marquifs de Be- 
mnvdle, the then Governour of Canada, whom they 
had wheedled into their Interefts, and who had fuf- 
lerd himlelf to be impos’d upon by the Artifices of 
thefe Men. 

I hope, that fome time or other God will re.-efta- 
bliJh ow poor Monks in that Place; for their Defigns 
were always innocent and good ; and they could ne- 
ver have made to retire tlience, without doing 
them Iniuftice. God leaves nothing unpunifii’d: The 
Day lhall come when he fhall take Vengeance on 
mole who did this Injury. I heard fome time ago, 
^t t\^Qlrotiuefe, who wage continual War with the 
trench ot Canada, have feiz'd the Fort of Catarockouy ; 
as alfo that the cruel Savages did fmoak in their Pipes 
lome or the Fingers of thole who had procur’d the de¬ 
parture of our ^Qov Recollets from that Fort and that 
the prelent Inhabitants of Canada have upbraided tbofe 
who were the Authors of that Injuftice, with it. 


CHAP. VI. 

A Mcriptim ef fome Frejh-water Lakes, the matefi and 
toe pleajamejl in the Univerfe. 

r Here commence the Defeription of the moft re- 
1 likable Things in this great Dilbovery, that the 
reader may the more eafily attaij to a full Know, 
C 3 Is^gs 
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ledge of our Voyage, by following the Map we have 
provided for that purpofe. ^ r i t . 

The Lake Oniarh receiv’d the i'\..me ot foe Lake 
Froiaenac fsom the Ilkftrious Count * Fronts, 
Goveinour-General of Canada. All the WorM is 
acquainted with the Merit and Vertue oi foatflo. 
ble Perfon: It is likewife well known, how aisd- 
ent that Family is from which he is defcended, 
and what a glorious Train of Illuftnous Anceftots 
went before him, who wete always thought worthy 
of the moft weighty Employments both Civil and 
Military ! His Family was always inviolably firm w 
the Interefts of their Sovereign, even m the md 
perplex’d Times: Nay, I may fay upon this occali- 
on, without giving Offence to the other Govtrnouts 
of Canada, that have either preceded, oraretoluc- 
ceed him. That this Country was never govemd 
with fo much Wildom, Moderation, and Equity, ss 
by the Count de Frmtenac. , • 

I know very well, that thofe Men who afpire 
to be Mailers over all, have endeavour’d to black® 
his Reputation, toeclipfe his Glory, and render hm 
fufpeaed. But I am bound to fay, to the Praifeoi 
that llluftrious Nobleman, That for all the M 
Years he liv’d in that Country, he was a Father to 
die Poor: a Protedor to thofe that were m dai^« 
of being opprefsd; nay, in Ihort, his 
was a pafeift Model of Vertue and Piety. Thofe of to 
Countrymen who were llirr'd up agamft him, by ao 
Effea of their natural Levity and Fictoefs, hH 
the Mortification to fee him re-ellablilh d in t a 
very fame Government, of which their 
and malignant Intrigues had endeavour d to dflOT* 
him. They had engag’d the Intendant ot 
in the fame Combination, having over-reachd to 
by their cunning Artifices. Yet notwifoitanding 
thefe unjuft Cenfures, I came to undetftand of TO 
that they regret much the want of that illultfio^^ 
Count, 
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It was therefore in Honour of this Worthy Count 
that they gave to the Lake the Name of Frmtemc, in 
order to perpetuate his Memory in that Country 
This Lake is Eighty Leagues long, and Twenty five 
Leagues broad : It abounds with Filhes, is deep, and 
navigable all over. The Five Cantons, or Diftri(3s 
of the Iroquefe, do inhabit for the moft part the South- 
fide of this Lake, ttiz. the Ganniegez^) or fthe 

nigheft Neighbours to New-Hollasd , or Neiv-Tork) 
the Onnomagues, or thofe who live in the Mountains 
who are the moft Warlike People of all that Nation • 
the Onnekuts and Tfonnontouans the moft populous- of 
them all. There are likewife on the South-fide of 
the Lake, thefe Inqaefe Villages, toss. Taajagm, Kerne, 
and Ganmoujfe, which is not diftant from Frmtenac 
above Nine Leagues. 

The great River of 5 ?. Ltumm derives its Source from 

theLakeO»^mfi,vvhich is likewife call’d in the Iroamfe 
Language^ Skanadario 5 that is to fay^ a very pretty 
Uke. It fprings likewife partly from theLakes that are 
higher up in the Country, as we fhall have occafion 
to oblerve afterwards. 

This Lake Owf^rio is of an Oval Figure, and extends 
itfelf from Eaft to Weft. Its Water is frelh and 
Iweet, and very pleafant to drink 5 the Lands which 
border upon it being likewife very fertile. It 
IS very navigable, -and can receive large Vef- 
iels: Only in Winter it is more difficult, becaufe of 
the outrageous Winds which are frequent there. From 
this Lake one may go by Deques, or by greater Vef- 
els to the foot of a great Rock that is about two 
Leagues off the Fall oF the River J'Tta^dra. wliicii I 
am now to defcribe. 
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C H»A P. VII. 

A Dsfcrittim of the Fall of the River Niagara, that « 
to l-efiai betwixt the Uke Ontario and that o/Erie. 

B Etwixt the Lake Ontario and Frie, there is a vJ 
and prodigious Cadence of Water which Ms 
down after a furprizing and aftoniihing maimer, m- 
foniuch that the Univerfe does not afford its 
Parallel. "Tis true, Italy and Suedeland boalt or iome 
fuch Things; but we may well fay they are but for- 
rv Patterns, when compar'd to this ot which we 
now fpeak. At the foot of this horrible Preapice, 
we meet with the River Niagara, which is m 
above half a quarter of a League broad, but is 
wonderfully deep in feme places. It is fo rapid above 
this Defcent, that it violently hurries down the wild 
Beafrs while endeavouring to pafs it to teed on the 
other fide, thev not being able to withftand the torce 
of its Current, which inevitably calls them down 

headlong above Six hundred foot. . j r 

This wonderful Downfall is compounded ot two 
great Crofs-llreams of Water, and two Falls, with 
an Ille hoping along the middle of it. The Waters 
which fall from this vail height, do foam and boil 
after the mod hideous manner imaginable, making 
an outmgeom Noife, more terrible than that ot 
Thunder j for when the Wind blows from oit t e 
South, their difmal roaring may be heard above M- 

teenLeagues off. . rn: a m 

The River Niagara having thrown it lelt down 
this incredible Precipice^ continues its impetuous 
courfe for two Leagues together, to the great Koc 
above-mention d, with an inexpreffible Rapidity * 
But having pafs’d that, its Impetnofity relents, g i- 
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C H»A P. VII. 

A Defcription of the FaU of the Rimr Niagara, thjtt 
to he feen betwixt the Lake Ontario and that o/'Eric. 

B Etwixt the Lake Ontario and Erie, there is a var 
and prodigious Cadence of Water which fal 
down after a furprizing and aftonilhing marmer, ir 
fomuch that the Univerfe does not attord i. 
Parallel. '’Tis true, Italy and Suedeland boaft of fom; 
fuch Things; but we may well fay they are butfoi 
ry Patterns, when compar’d to this of which w 
Jmw fpeak. At the foot of this horrible Precipice^ 
we meet with the River Niagara, which is nc 
above half a quarter of a League broad, but: 
wonderfully deep in fome places. It is fo rapid abovi 
this Befcent, that it violently hurries down the wil 
Beafts while endeavouring to pafs it to feed on th 
other fide, they not being able to withftand the lore, 
of its Current, which inevitably cafts them dowi 

headlong above Six hundred foot. 

This wonderful Downfall is compounded ot tw( 
great Crofs-ilreams of Water, and two Falls, witl 
an Ifle floping along the middle of it. The Warer 
which fall from this vaft height, do foam and bor 
after the mod hideous manner inaaginable, naakinj. 
an otitrageoui Noife, more terrible than that on 
Thunder j for when the Wind blows fi'om off 
South, their difmal roaring may be heard above fit' 
teen Leagues off. , 

The River Niagara having thrown it lelt dowr 
this incredible Precipice, continues its impetuou; 
courfe for two Leagues together, to the great Rock' 
above-mention d, with an inexpreflible Rapidity 
But having pafs’d that, its Impetnofity relents,^gl^ ,4^ 
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ding along more gently for two Leagues, till it ar¬ 
rives at the Lake Ontario or Frontenac. 

Any Barque or greater VelTel may pafs from the 
Fort to the Foot of this huge Rock atiove-mention’d. 
This Rock lies to the Weftward, and is cut off from 
the Land by the River Niagara^ about two Leagues 
farther down than the great Fall; for which two 
Leagues the People are oblig’d to carry their Goods 
over-land ; but the way is very good, and the Trees 
are but few, and they chiefly Firrs and Oaks. 

From the great Fall unto this Rock, which is to 
the Weft of the River, the two Brinks of it are fo 
prodigious high, that it would make one tremble to 
look fteadily upon the Water, rolling along with a 
Rapidity not to be imagin’d. Were it not for this 
vaft CataraA, which interrupts Navigation, they 
might fail with Barks or greater VelTels, above Four 
hundred and fifty Leagues further, crofs the Lake of 
Hfirons, and up to the farther end of the Lake lUinots ; 
which two Lakes we may well fay are little Seas of 
frefli Water. 

Sieur de la Salle had a defign to have built a Fort at 
the Mouth of the River Niagara 5 and might eafily 
have compafs’d it, had he known how to have kept 
liimfelf within bounds, and to be confin’d there for 
one Year. His defign was to curb and keep under 
the Iroquefe, and efpecially the Tfonnontouans, who are 
the moft numerous People, and the moft given to 
War of that all Nation. In ftiort, fuch a Fort as this 
might eafily have interrupted the Commerce betwixt 
thefe People and the Fnglifij and Dutch in New-Tork, 
Their Cuftom is to carry to New~Tork the Skins of 
Elks, Beavers, and feveral forts of Beafts, which they 
hunt and feek after fome 2 or 500 Leagues from 
their own home. Now they being oblig’d to pafs 
and repafs near to this Mouth of the River Niagara^ 
we might eafily ftop them by fair means in time of 

Peace, 





a 6 ^ Nem Dtfco'very of 

Peace, or by open force in, time of War; anddiu 
oblige them to turn their Commerce upon Canada, 
But having obfery’d that the were puft’d on 
to ftop the Execution.of this DefigUj^ not fo muchl» 
the And £>ufc^ y as by the Inhabitants of (2 
naday who many of them endeavour’d by all means 
to traverfe this our Difcovery ; they contented them, 
felves to build a Houfe at the Mouth of the River 
to the Eaftward, where the Place was naturally 
fortifi’d. On one fide of this Houfe there is a very 
good Haven^ where Ships may fafely ride,* nay, by 
the help of a Capftane;, they may eafily be hail’d upon 
Land. Befides, at this Place they take an infinite quan¬ 
tity of Whitings, Sturgeons, and all other forts of 
Filhes, which are iiKomparably good and fweet j in- 
lomuch, that in the proper Sealon of Fi/hing, they 
might furni/h tlie greatefi: City in Earcj^e with plenty 
of Filh. 


CHAP. VIII. 

Defcf'iption of the Lake Erie. 

T H E Iroquefe give to this Lake the Name of Er'k 
Tejocharontiongy which extends it felf from Eaft 
tp Weil perhaps a hundred and forty Leagues in 
Lengtli. But no European has ever furvey’d it all j 
only I and thofe who accompany’d me in this Difco¬ 
very, have view’d the greater Part of it, with a Vef- 
lel of Sixty Tun burden, which we caus’d to be 
made on purpofe, about two Leagues above the fore- 
mention’d Fall of Niagara, as I /hall have occafion to 
obferve more largely hereafter. 

This Lake Erie, or Tejocbarontiong, enclofes on its 
Southern Bank a Tracff of Land as large as the King¬ 
dom of France. It divides it felf at a certain place 
into two Chanels, becaufe of a great Ifland enclos’d 
betwixt them; Thus continuing itscourfe for fourteen 

League^ 
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leaeues, it falls into the Lake Om^io, or Fnmenac, 
and this is that which they call the River Nw. 

Betwixt the Lake Erie and Huron , there is almoft 
fucb another Streight thirty Leagues long, which is 
of an equal breadth almoft all over, excrot in the 
middle, that it enlarges it felf by help of another 
Lake far lefs than any of the reft, which is of a 
ScuiarForm about fix Leagues over, according to 
the Obfervation of our Pilot. We gave it the Name 

ofLakeSf.C/«;re, though the Ir<)?»eie, 
it frequently when they are upon Warlike Expediti¬ 
ons, call it Or/ Keta. The Country wh;ch borders 
upon this moft agreeable and « a 

ptafant Champagne Country, as I 
wards. All thefe different Rivers, which aie diftm- 
Euilli’d by fo many different Names, ate nothing elle 
hut the ODntinuation of the great River Sr. Laurence, 
and this Lake Sr. Claire is form’d by the fame. / 


CHAP. IX. 

A Defcriftion of the Lake Huron. 

T he Lake H»re» was fo call’d by the People of 
Canada, becaufe the Savage Harom, vvho ii*a- 
bited the adjacent Country, to have riieir Hair 
foburn’d, that their Head referabled ‘h^^wd 
Wild Boar. The Savages themfelves call itthe LaKe 
Karegncndy. Heretofore the Huronsh't ^ *1*,^* V 

but they have been in a great meafure deftroy d by the 

The Circuriiference of this Lake may be reckon d 
to be about Seven hundred Leagues, and its Len^h 
two hundred ; but the Breadth is very 
the Weft of it near its Mouth, it conwins 
great Wands, and is navigable-all over. 
fake^nd that of the Jtf.Wr, we meet widianogr 
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Straight, which difcharges it felf into this Lake, be¬ 
ing about Three Leagues long, and One broad itt 
Courfe running Weft-North-Weft. ^ 

There is yet another Straight or narrow Canal to- 
wards the upper Lake (that runs into this of Hitrm) 
about Five Leagues broad, and Fifteen Leagues long 
which is interrupted by feveral Iflands, and become 
narrower by degrees, till it comes at the Fall of St. 
Maty. This Fall is a Precipice full of Rocks, over 
which the Water of the upper Lake, which flows 
thither in great abundance, cafts it felf with a moft 
violent Impetuofity : Notwithftanding which, a Ca- 
nou may go up it on one fide, provided the People 
in it row vigoroufly. But the fafer way is to cany 
the Canou over-land for fb little a (pace, together 
with the Commodities that thofe of Canada carry thi¬ 
ther to exchange with the Savages that live to the 
Northward of the upper Lake. This Fall is call’d 
the,|Fall of St. Mary MiJJilimakinak. It lies at the 
Mouth of the upper Lake, and difcharges it felf 
partly into the Mouth of the Illinois towards the 
great Bay of ?ua?is ; all which ftiall afterwards be 
more fully difcours’d of, when I come to relate our 
Return from IJJati. 


CHAP. X. 

A Defeription of the L.<ike call’d by the Savages Illinouack, 
and by the French, Illinois. 

THE Lake Illinois^ in the Natives Language, f%- 
nifies The Lake of Men ; for the word Illinois fig- 
nines a Man of full Age in the 'vigour of his Tears. It 
lies on theWeft^ of the Lake Huron^ ftanding North 
and South, and is about a Hundred and twenty, or a 
Hundred and thirty Leagues in Length, and Forty in 
oreadth, being in Circuit about Four hundred 

Leagues. 
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Leagues. It is call’d by the Miamis, Mifchigonong^ 
that \s, The Great Lake. It extends it felf from North 
to South, and falls into the Southern-fide of the 
Lake Huron 5 and is diftant from the upper Lake 
about Fifteen or Sixteen Leagues, its Source lies near 
a River which the Iroefuefe call Hobio, where the Ri¬ 
ver Miamis difcharges it felf into the fame Lake. 

It is navigable all over, and has to the Weftward 
a great Bay call’d the Bay of Vmns, by reafon that 
the Savages who now inhabit the Land furrounding 
this Bay, had deferred their former Habitation, be- 
caufe of fome ttinking (in French Pua?}s) Waters to¬ 
wards the Sea that annoy’d them. 


CHAP. XL 

A fljort Defcription of the Upper Lake, 

THis Upper Lake runs from Eaft to Weft, and 
may have more than a Hundred and fifty 
Leagues in length. Sixty in breadth, and Five hun¬ 
dred in circuit. We never went quite over it, as 
we did over all the others IVe hitherto mention’d ; 
but we founded fome of its greateft Depths, and it 
refembles the Ocean, having neither Bottom nor 
Banks. 

I ihall not here ftay to mention the infinite num¬ 
bers of Rivers that .difcharge themfelves into this pro¬ 
digious Lake, which together with that of lllinoiSy 
and the Rivers that are fwallow’d in them, make 
up the Source of that great River St. Laurence, which 
runs into the Ocean at the Ifland of Ajfimptlon to¬ 
wards New-found-land. We fail’d upon this River 
about Six hundred Leagues from its Mouth to 
its Source. 

I've already obferv’d. That all thefe Lakes may 
well be call’d Frefh-water Seas. They abound ex- 

treamly 






A New Di/coVery of 


treamly in Whitings, that are larger than Carps, ami 
which are extraordinary good ; nay, at Twenty q 
T hirty .Fathom Water, there are Salmon-Xmw 
taken of Fifty or Sixty pound weight. It were jej. 
fie to build on the Tides of thefe great Lakes, ^ 
infinite Number of confiderable Towns, which might 
have Communication one with another by Naviga- 
tion for Five hundred Leagues together, and by an 
inconceivable Commerce which would eftabliili it fdf 
among ’em. And to be fure, the Soil, if cultivated 
by Europeans, would prove very fertile. Thofe tht 
can conceive the Largenefs and Beauty of thefe 
Lakes, may eafily underftand, by the help of our 
M^, what courfe we fteer’d in making the great 
Dilcovery hereafter mention’d. 


CHAP. XII. 


Ifbat is the Tredominant Genius of the InhabhaMs 
of Canada. 

H E Spaniards were the firft who dilcover’d 



nada ; but at their firft arrival, having found no¬ 
thing confiderable in it, they abandon’d the Country, 
and call’d it II Capo di Nada ; that is, A Cape of No¬ 
thing ; hence by corruption iprung the Word Canada, 
which we ufe in all our Maps. 

Since I left that Country, I underftand that all 
things continue very neai’ in the fame State as they 
were whilft I refided there. Thofe who have the 
Government of Canada committed to their Care, aie 
mov’d with fuch a malignant Spirit, as obliges all 
who do not approve their Defign, to moan feaetly 
before God. Men of Probity that are zealous for 
Religion, find nothing there of what they expeded j 
but, on the contrary, luch Repulfes and ill Ufage, 
that no body could have forefeen. Several refort 


thither 
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i thither^ with a defign to Sacrifice their Repofe and 
j Life^ fo Temporal and Spiritual Succour of an 
( Infant-Church; but the lofs of Reputation and Ho- 
^ nour, are the Sacrifices they’re after all forc’d to 
make. Others go thither in the hopes of fpending 
their lives in Peace and perfed Concord ; whereas 
they meet with nothing but Jarrs, Divifions, and a 
Sea of Troubles. In lieu dF their fair Hopes, they 
reap nothing but CrolTes and Peifecution; and all 
for not pleafing the Humours of Two or Three 
Men, who are the over-ruling Wits of that Coun¬ 
try. What a vaft difparity diltance there is betwixt 
the Humor of thefe Men, and our Flemijh Sincerity! 

I mean that Candour and Evennefs of Mind which 
make up the true Charafter of a Chriftian, and is 
obferv’d every v/here elfe. 

But without entring farther into any Particulars, 

I leave the Judgment of all unto God; and fliall 
only fay, that we who are Flemings by Birth, went 
to Canada without any other private Defign, having 
renounc’d our Native Country, meerly for the Ser¬ 
vice of our Religion, after having quitted all other En¬ 
joyments for embracing a Religious Profellion. And 
therefore it was not a fmall Surprize to us, upon our 
arrival in that Country, to fee our Sincerity and 
Uprightnefs of Heart fo forrily entertain’d. There 
is a certain fort of People, who are jealous of eve¬ 
ry thing, and whom it is impoffible to retrieve from 
under the firft imprefiTions they’ve receiv’d. Though 
a Man were never fo complaiiant, yet if he be not' 
altogether of their Stamp, or if he endeavours to 
reprefent Things, fairly and rationally unto them, tho’ 
with wife and foft Remonftrances, yet fhali he pals 
among ’em for a Fellow of a turbulent Spirit. Such 
Condud as this, does not favour of Chriftianity, 
neither doth it befpeak any other Profped than that 
of temporal Intereft. This Confideration mov’d rue 
oft-times to fay to the Three Flemijh Monks I had 

brougl t 
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brought to Canada with me, that it had been mucti 
better for us who had quitted all our Enjoyments 
and exchang’d them for the Poverty of a Mona^ 
flick Life3 to have gone in Miffion among Strangers, 
to preach Repentance to Infidels, and propagate & 
Kingdom of our Saviour among barbarous Nations. 

And indeed kind Providence feconded my good 
Intentions; for the Reverend Father Germain Metx 
Recollet, late Bifiiop of Vmce in Frovenccj fent me 
Orders tb undertake the Difeovery which I am about 
to relate. 


CHAP. XIII. 

A Deferipion of my firfi Imharkment in a Canm 
Qiiebec, the Capital City of Canada, being bound f 
the South-Wefi of New-France, or Canada. 

I Remain’d Two Years and a half at Fort Fnnu- 
tenac, till I faw the Houfe of Mijfion fini(h’d,tlBt 
Father Luke Btiijfet and I had caus’d to be built thes. 
This engag’d us in Travels, which infeparably at¬ 
tend New Eflablifliments. Accordingly we went in 
a Canou down the River St. Laurence j and after s 
Hundred and twenty Leagues failing, arriv’d at 
Quebec j where I retir’d into the Recollets Convent of 
St. Mary^ in order to prepare and landtifie my M 
for commencing our Difeovery. 

And indeed I muft frankly own, that when at 
the foot of the Crofs I penfively confider’d this im¬ 
portant Million, weighing it in the Scales of Hu¬ 
mane Realbn, and meafuring the weight of its Dif¬ 
ficulties by Humane Force, it feem’d altogether a 
terrible, as well as a mfh and inconfiderate Attempt- 
But when I look’d up to GO D, and view’d it as 
an effect of his Goodnefs, in chuling me for 
great a Work, and as his Commandment diredsfl 

to 
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to me by the Mouth of my Superiours, who are 
the Inftruments and Interpreters of his Will unto 
me: Thefe Thoughts, I fay, prefently infpir'd me 
with Courage and Refolution to undertake this 
Difcovery, with all the Fidelity and Conftancy 
imaginable. 

I perfuaded my felf, that fince it was the peculiar 
Work of God, to open the hard Hearts of that bar¬ 
barous People, to whom I was fcnt to publifh the 
glad Tidings of his Gofpel, it were as eafie for him 
to compafs it by a feeble Inftrument, fuch as I was, 
as by the mod worthy Perfon in the World. 

Having thus prepar'd my felf to enter upon the 
difcharge of my and feeing that thofe who 

were expeded from Europe to bear part in this Difco¬ 
very, were now arriv’d; that the Pilate, Seamen, 
and Ship-Carpenters were in readinefs, and that the 
Arms, Goods, and Rigging for the Ships were all 
at hand ; I took with me from our Convent a por¬ 
table Chapel all compleat for my felf, and after¬ 
wards went and receiv'd the Bencdidion of the Bi- 
Ihop of Quebec, together with his Approbation in 
Writing ; which I likewife receiv’d of Count Fron- 
mac, who was a Man that telHfy’d a great deal of 
Affedion for our Flemifh Recolleds, becaule of our 
Candour and Ingenuity ; and who was pleas’d to 
give publick Teltimonie to the Generofity of my 
Undertaking, while we were fet at Table. 

In fhort, I embark’d in a little Canou made of 
the Barks of Birch-Trees, carrying nothing along 
with me fave my portable Chapel, one Blanker, and 
a Matt of Rulhes, which was to ferve me for Bed 
and Quilt; and this was the whole of my Equipage. 
It was concerted fo, that I fhould go off fiift, that 
my Departure might oblige the reft to expedite their 
Affairs with fpeed. The Inhabitants of Canada, up¬ 
on both fides the River of St. Laurence, betvvixc Que- 
bee and Monreal, entreated me to officiate among 
D them. 
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them^ and adniinifter the Sacraments : For they 
could not-allift at Divine Service oftner than five or 
fix times a Year, becaufe there were only Four Mf 
fionaries in that Country for the extent of Fiity 
Leagues. ^ 

I baptiz’d a Child at a certain Place call’d Su Hour, 
and acquainted the abfent Miffionary of the Place 
with the fame; which done^ I continu’d my Voyage* 
and as I pafs’d by Harfentinie, the Lord of lie 
Place of one of the ancicnteft Families in CantUa 
would have fent one of his Sons along with me • 
but the Canou was too narrow for Four Perfons! 
At length I arriv’d at Trois Ri^vieres, wliich is a Town 
only furrounded with Palifado’s, lying about Thirt)' 
Leagues higher than Quebec. Not meeting there Fa¬ 
ther Sixte, a Recollet-Miffionary, who was gone from 
thence in Miffion, the Inhabitants befeeclTd me to 
preach and perform Divine Service on the Firft of 
OHober. The next day, the Sieur Bmivet, Deute- 
nant-General Jufticiary '^f that Place, convey’d me 
a League up the River St. Lawrence. 

The molt laudable Enterprizes are oft-times retard¬ 
ed by furprizing and Unexpected Obltacles ; for 
when I arriv’d at Monreal^ they debauch’d and en¬ 
tic’d away my Two Boat-Men; fo that I was forc’d 
to take advantage of an offer which two other Men 
made to conduct me along in their little Matter’d 
Boat. Thus was it that thofe who envy’d the Suc- 
cefs of my Undertaking, began to fet themfelves 
in oppolition to it, and endeavour’d to hinder the 
moll: confiderable and famous Difcovery that has 
been made in that New World in this Age. 

In going up the River, as I pafs’d the Lake 
of St. Lcuis , a little a.bove the Ille of Mmed^ 
which is about Twenty five Leagues in circumfe¬ 
rence, I obferv’d that this River St. Laurence divides 
it fclf into Two Branches; of which one leads to 
the ancient Country o: the Hurons^ the OutaomBs, 
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and feveral other Nations fituate to the Northward ; 
and the other to the Country of the Iroquefe. We 
went up this laft for about Sixty Leagues, in moft ra¬ 
pid and horrible Currents, full of great Rocks, 
where the Water roars Night ^d Day like Thun¬ 
der, for Three or Four Leagues together. All 
which does not hinder the Boat-Men and their Ca¬ 
non's to defcend down among rhcfe huge Rocks 
with fo much fwiftnefs, that thofe who are in the 
Canou are for the time quite blinded. They gene¬ 
rally carry Elks-Claws and Shins with them, which 
they exchange for other Goods, with the Savages 
of that Country. 

I (hall not offer to give any circumftantial Ac¬ 
count of the Accidents that befel me, which are 
infeparable Companions of all great Voyages: What 
is needful to be faid is. That I arriv'd at Fort Cata- 
rohuy, or Frontenac, about Eleven a Clock at Night, 
the next Day after All-Saints •y where our Recollet- 
Fathers, Gabriel de la Ribcw'dcy and Luke Buijjet, Mif- 
fionaries, receiv’d me with all Exprellions of Joy in¬ 
to our Houfe of Miflion, whicli we had caus'd to 
be built the Year before, upon the brink of the 
Lake Ontai io , near to Fort Frontenac. This Fort 
lies about forty four Degrees and Lome Minutes 
of Northern Latitude. 

I had forgot to acquaint you, that this Lake On- 
lario is form'd by the River St. Laurencey and that it 
is deep enough for large Veffels 5 for at fcvcnty Fa¬ 
thom we could difcern no Ground. The Waves 
there are tofs'd by mighty Winds which are very 
frequent; and their Surges are full as high as thofe 
of the Sea, but much more dangerous ; for they 
are Ihorter and ffeeper ; fo that a Velfel riding along 
cannot yield and keep touch with 'em. There arj 
likewifefome very plain appearances of a Flux r.ii 1 
Reflux j for they obferve the Water to flow and cb! 
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by little Tides^ and that it flows oft-times againft the 
Wind when very high. 

The Fifhing of this Lake^ as of all the other • 
Lakes before-mention’d, is very confiderable for all 
manner of excellent tlfhes, efpecially for Salmon- 
TroutSj which are there much bigger than our big- 
gefi: Salmons. The adjacent Country is very fertile, 
as is confirmed by the Experience of thofe who cul¬ 
tivated it in feveral places. There is excellent Game 
there for all forts of Wild Bealls and Wild Fowl: 
Their Forells are replenilh’d with the prettieft Trees 
in the Worlds Pines, Cedars, and Epmes, (a fort of 
Firr-tree very common in that Country.) They 
have likewife very good Iron-Mines; and no doubt 
but other Metals might be found if fought after. 

While I abode at Catarokouj, waiting the coming 
up of the reft of our Company, I had time to con¬ 
fer with the Reverend Fathers or our Order, concern¬ 
ing what Meafures we were to take for converting 
unto Chrift Jefus, fuch a numerous Train of 
tions that had never heard of the Golpel; for it is 
certain, that fuch poor helplefs Priefts as we of the 
Francifcan Order, deftirute of all temporal Enjoy¬ 
ments, and cut off from all Humane Means and 
Afliftance, cannot be too cautious in managing the 
Concerns of fo important a Million, becaufe of the 
infinite variety of the Tempers of thofe that were 
to accompany us in this Voyage; for we had in com¬ 
pany fome Flemings, fome Italians, and fome Het¬ 
mans, who were all of different Interefts 5 and it 
was a very difficult Task for us to comply with, and 
pleafe fo many different Humours; efpecially when 
engag’d in fuch a Voyage as this, in which Laws 
could not be obferv’d with the fame Exadtnefs, or 
retain the fame Rigour as in Europe, where Men 
may be entic’d to Good, and fear’d from Evil, 
by the Love of Rewards or fear of Punifliment. 
But I refign’d my felf wholly to the Exercife ot 
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my Duty, leaving the Condua of all unto God’s 
Providence, and being ready to encounter whatever 
Accidents might fall in my way. 

The Iroquefe whom we had brought to fettle near 
this Fort (as was above related) came oft-times to 
vi/it us, and made us Prefents of the Fle/h of Elks, 
and Roe-bucks; in lieu of which we gave ’em lit¬ 
tle Knives and fome Tobacco, which we had for 
that purpofe. Thefe Savages, when they refleded 
upon our defigned Voyage, us’d to clap their Four 
Fingers on their Mouths (as they generally do when 
touch’d with the Admiration of any thing they can¬ 
not comprehend) and cry’d aloud, Otchitagon, Gan- 
mon! that is, Bare-Feet, what ye are about to under¬ 
take is o]f great Importance: And added, that their 
raoft valiant Adventurers had much ado to extri¬ 
cate themfelves out of the hands of thofe barbarous 
Nations we were going to vilit. It is certain, that 
the Iro^uefe had a moft tender RefpeA for the Fran- 
cifcan Monks, having obferv’d them to live all in 
common, without referving any particular Pof- 
feflions. 

The Food of the Irotjueje is in common among 
’em. The ancienteft Women in the Houfe diftribute 
about to the other Perfonsin the Family according to 
their Seniority. When they fit at their Meals, they 
give freely to eat unto all that come into their 
Houfes j for they would rather chufe to fall: for a 
whole Day, than fufFer any one to go from their 
Houfes, without offering them a fhare of whatever 
they had. 

TheSieur dela arriv’d at the Fort fome time 
after me: God preferv’d him (as he did me) from 
the infinite Dangers he was expos’d to in this great 
Voyage betwixt Quebec and the Fort, having pafs’d 
the great fall of Water mention’d laft, and feveral 
^er moft rapid Currents in his way thither. The 
wme Year he fent off* Fifteen of our Boat-men, who 
D 3 were 
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were to go before us. They made as if they had been 
going in their Canou towards the lUinois, and the o. 
ther Neighbouring Nations that border upon the Ri¬ 
ver, call u by the Illinoisy Mefchajifi ; that is, a^tat 
Ri'ver ; which Name it has in the Map. All this 
was only to (ecure to us a good Correfpondence with 
the Savages, and to prepare for us in that Country 
fome Provifions, and other Neceffaries, to fiirther 
this Difcovery. But there being among them fome 
villainous Fellows, they flopp’d in the upper Lake at 
Mijfdimaklnaky and diverted themfelves with the Sa¬ 
vages that live to the Northward of that Lake, lavifh- 
ing and fquandering away the befl of the Commo¬ 
dities they had taken with’em, inflead of provi¬ 
ding fuch Things as were needful for building a Ship, 
which we greatly wanted in order to pafs from Lake 
to Lake to the River Mefcbapp. 


CHAP. XIV. 

A Dejcriftion of my fccond Imharkment at Fort Fron- 
tenack, in a Brigantine upon the Lake Ontario or 
Frontenac. 

T Hat very fame Year, on. the Eighteenth of No- 
‘vemhevy I took leave of opr Monks at Fort 
tenacy and after mutual Em^aces and Expreffions 
of Brotherly and Chriflian Charity, I embark d in 
a Brigantine of about ten Tuns. The Winds and 
the Cold of the Autumn were then very violent, in- 
fomuch that our Crew was afraid to go into fo lit¬ 
tle a Veflel. This oblig’d us and the Sieur de la 
Metre our Commander, to keep our courfe on the 
North-fide of the Lake, to fhelter our felves under 
the Coafl, againfl the North-weft Wind, which o- 
therwife wou’d have forc’d us upon the 
Coafl of the Lake. This Voyage prov’d very dim" 

cult 
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cult and dangerous, becaufe of the unfeafonabie time 
of the Year, Winter .being near at hand. 

On the z6th, we were in great danger about Two 
large Leagues off the Lai^, where we were oblig’d 
to lie at an Anchor all that Night at fixty Fathom 
Water and above j but at length the Wind coming to 
the North-Eaft, we fail’d on, and arriv’d fafely at 
the further end of the Lake Ontario, call’d by the 
Irot^uefe, Skannadario, We came pretty near to one 
of their Villages call’d Tajajagon, lying about Seven¬ 
ty Leagues From Fort Frontenac, or Catarokouy, 

We barter’d fome Indian Corn with the Iroquefe, 
who could not fufficiently admire us, and came fre¬ 
quently to fee us on board our Brigantine, which 
for our greater fecurity, we had brought to an 
^chor into a River, though before we could get 
in, we run a ground three times, which oblig’d us 
to put Fourteen Mien into Canou’s, and caft the Ba- 
laft of our Ship over-board to get her off again. 
That River falls into the Lake ,* bur for fear of be¬ 
ing frozen up therein, we were forc’d to cut the 
Ice with Axes and other Inftruments. 

The Wind turning then contrary, we were oblig’d 
to tarry rfiere till the i^th of December, 1678. when 
welaird Rom the Northern Coalt to the Southern, 
where the River Niagara runs into the Lake; but 
could not reach it that Day, though it is but Fifteen 
or Sixteen Leagues diftant, and therefore caft Anchor 
within Five Leagues of the Shore, where we had ve¬ 
ry bad Weather all the Night long. 

On the 6th. being St. iViV^o/^i-’sDay, we got into 
the fine River Niagara, into which never any fucli 
Shij) as ours enter’d before. We fung there Te Deum, 
^*10 other Prayers, to return our Thanks to God 
Almighty for our profperous Voyage. The Iroqueje 
Tjonrmtouans inhabiting the little Village, htuated at 
; Jhe mouth of the River, took above Three Hunch ed 
: Whitings, which are bigger than Carps, and the 
D 4 beft 
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beft relifh’d, as well as the wholefomeft Fifh in the 
World; which they prefented all to us^ imputing 
their good Luck to our Arrival. They were much 
furprized at our Ship^ \ 4 iich they call’d the 
^VQoddm Canou, 

On the 'jtJjy we went in a Canou two Leagues up 
the River^ to look for a convenient Place for Build- 
ing ^ but not being able to get the Ganou farther 
up, becaufe the Current was too rapid for us to 
mailer, we went over land about three Leagues high¬ 
er, though we found no Land fit for culture. We 
lay that Night near a River, which runs from the 
Weftward, within a League above the great Fall of 
Niagara, which, as we have already faid, is the 
greateft in the World. The Snow was then a Foot 
deep, and we were oblig’d to dig it up to make room 
for our Fire. 

The next day we return’d the fame way we went, 
and faw great Numbers of Wild Goats, and Wild 
Turkey-Cocks, and on the i ith, we faid the firft 
Mafs that ever was faid in that Country. The Car¬ 
penters and the reft of the Crew were fet to work; 
but Monfieur de la Motte, who had the Direftion of 
them, being not able to endure the Fatigues offo 
laborious a Life, gave over his Defign, and return’d 
to Canada, having about two hundred Leagues to 
travel. 

Tho i2th, and the Wind was notfa- 
v-ourable enough to fail up. the River as far as the ra¬ 
pid Current above mention’d, where we had re- 
folv’d to build fome Houfes! 

Whofoever confiders our Map, will eafily fee, that 
this New Enterprize of building a Fort and fome 
Houfes on the River Niagara, befides the Fort of 
Frontmac, was like to give Jealoufie to the irexjuefi, 
and even to the Englijh, who live in this Neighbour¬ 
hood , and have, a great Commerce with them. 
Therefore to prevent the ill Confequences of it, it 
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was thought fit to fend an Embaffie to the Iro^uefe, as 
it will be mention’d in the next Chapter. 

The I ph, I was defir’d to fit at the Helm of our 
Brigantine, while three of our Men hail’d the fame 
from the Shore with a Rope; and at laft we brought 
her up, and moor’d her to the Shore with a Halfer, 
near a Rock of a prodigious heightli, lying upon the 
rapid Currents we have already mention’d. The 17th, 
18th, and 19th, we were bufie in making a Cabin 
with Palifadoss, to ferve for a Magazine; but the 
Ground was fo frozen, that we were forced to throw 
feveral times boiling water upon it to facilitate the 
beating in and driving down the Stakes. The 20th, 
2ift, 2 2d, and 2 5d, our Ship was in great danger to 
be dafh’d in pieces, by the vaft pieces of Ice that were 
hurl’d down the River; to prevent which, our Car¬ 
penters made a Capftane to hall her afliore ; but our 
great Cable broke in three pieces; whereupon one of 
our Carpenters furrounded the VelTel with a Cable, 
and ty’d to it feveral Ropes, whereby we got her a- 
Ihore, tho’ with much difficulty, and fav’d her from 
the danger of being broke to pieces, or carried a- 
way by the Ice, which came down with an ex- 
tream violence from the great Fall of Niagara. 


CHAP. XV. 

An Account of the Embajfte to the Iroquefe Tfbnnon- 
touans. 

T Hefe Savages being the moft numerous Nation 
of that Country, it was requifite to avoid giv¬ 
ing them any manner of fufpicion ; and in order 
thereto, we thought fit to prepoTefs thofe of the 
little Village of Niagara with a favourable opinion of 
our Defign : We told them, that we did not intend 
to build a Fort on the Bank of their River Niagara, 
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but only a grear Hanger or Store-houfe^ to keep the 
Commodities we had brought to fupply their Occa- 
fions. We accompany’d our Difcourfe with fome 
fmall Prefents, and told them that we fhould re¬ 
main with them, while Six or Seven of our Com¬ 
pany went to the great Village of the Tjonnontoum^ 
to treat with their chief Captains. And truly it was 
abfolutely neceffary to go thither, to remove the 
Sufpicion the Enemies of our Difcovery had fug- 
gefted to that People concerning our Defigns. 

As I was building a little Cabin of Bark, to per¬ 
form Divine Service therein, M. de la Motte^ \ybo 
was Pill with us, defir’d me to accompany him in 
his Embaflie, which I was very unwilling to comply 
with ; and therefore in treated him to iiifFer me to 
Pay there with the greater number of our Men. 
But notwithPanding the Arguments I us’d, he told me 
that he was refblv’d to take along with him 7 Men 
out of I that we were in all; that I underPood 
in a manner the Language of their Nation, having 
been often in conference with them at the Fort ot 
Frontenac ; that the Glory of God was concern’d in 
this Under taking ; that he would not truP thofe that 
were to accompany him ; and in Piort, that if our 
Entei'prize Piould mifcarry upon that account, the 
Blame would lie at my door. Thefe with fome 
other fecret Reafons, oblig’d me to comply with his 
Defire, and to follow him. 

We travel I’d with Shooes made after the Indian 
way, of a fingle Skin, but without Soles, becaufe 
the Earth was Pill cover’d with Snow, and paft 
through ForePs for thirty two Leagues together, 
carrying upon our Backs our Coverings and other 
Baggage, lying often in open Field, and having 
with us no other Food but fome roaPed Indian 
Corn : ’Tis true, we met upon our, Road fome 
Iro<juefe a hunting, who gave us fome wild Goats, 
and fifteen or fixteen black Squirrils, which are ex¬ 
cellent 
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cellent Meat. However, after five Days Journey, 
we came to lagarondies, a great Village of the Iro~ 
rnfetfonnonmans, and were immediately carry’d to 
the Cabin of their Principal Chief, where Women 
and Children flock’d to fee us, our Men being very 
well dreft and arm’d. An old Man having accord¬ 
ing to Cuftom made publick Cries, to give Notice 
ofour arrival to their Village ; the younger Savages 
walk’d our Feet, which afterwards they rubb’d over 
with the Greafe of Deers, wild Goats, and other 
Beads, and the Oil of Bears. 

The next Day, which was the Firft of the Year 
1679. after the ordinary Service, I preach’d in a 
little Chapel made of Barks of Trees, in prefence of 
two Jefuites, Father Gamier and Rafeix ; and 
afterwards we had a Conference with 42 old Men, 
who make up their Council. Thefe Savages are for 
the moft part tall, and very well fliap’d, cover d with a 
fort of Robe made of Beavers and Wolves-Skins, or 
of black Squirrels, holding a V\pQ ov Calumet in their 
Hands. The Senators of l^evice do not appear with a 
graver Countenance, and perhaps don’t foeak with 
more Majefty and Solidity, than thoie ancient 
irojuefe. 

This Nation is the moft cruel and barbarous of all 
Ammcuy efpecially to their Slaves, whom they take 
above two or three hundred Leagues from their 
Country, as I fhall fliew in my Second Volume; 
however, I muft do them the Juftice to obferve, 
that they have many good Qualities; and that they 
love the Eurofeans, to whom they fell their Commo¬ 
dities at very reafonable Rates. They have a mor¬ 
tal Hatred fot thofe, who being too felf-interefted 
and covetous, are always endeavouring to iorich 
thcmfelves to the Prejudice of others. Their chief 
Commodities are Beavers-Skins, which they bring 
from above a hundred and fifty Leagues off their 
Habitations, to exchange them with the Euglifi and 

Dutch, 
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Dutch j whom they affeft' more than the Inhabitants 
of Canada, becaufe they are more afFable^ and fell 
them their Commodities cheaper. 

One of our own Men^ nam'd Anthony Brojfari 
who underftood very well the Language of the H 
cjuefe, and therefore was Interpreter to M. de la Mmt * 
told their AlTembly;, 

Firfi, That we were cbm.e to pay them a Vilir, 
and finoak with them in their Pipes^ a Ceremony 
which I lhall defcribe anon: And then we deli¬ 
ver’d our PrefentSj confifting of Axes^ Knives^ a 
great Collar of white and blue Porcelain, with 
fome Gowns. We made Prefents upon every Point 
we propos'd to them, of the fame nature as the 
former. 

Secondly, We defir’d them, in the next place to 
give Notice to the five Cantons of their Nation, that 
we were about to build a Ship, or great wocxlden 
Canow above the great Fall of the River Niagara, to 
go and fetch European Commodities by a more con¬ 
venient palTage than the ordinary one, by the Rhtr 
Sr. Laurence, whofe rapid Currents make it dangerous 
and long; and that by thefe means we fhould af¬ 
ford them our Commodities cheaper than the Eth 
glijh-and Dutch of Bofion and Neuf-Tork. This Pre¬ 
tence was fpecious enough, and very well contriv'd 
to engage that barbarous Nation to extirpate the 
Englifh and Dutch out of America : For they fuffer 
the Ettropeans among them only for the Fear they 
have of them, or elfe for the Profit they make in 
Bartering their Commodities with them. 

^ Thirdly, We told them farther, that we fhould pro¬ 
vide them at the River Niagara with a Black-fmith 
and a Gunfmith, to mend their Guns, Axes, &c. 
having no body among them that underftood that 
Trade, and that for the conveniency of their whole 
Nation, we would fettle thofe Workmen on the | 
Lake of Ontario, at the Mouth of the River Niagttf^l i 

We > 
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We threw ngain among them feven or eight Gowns, 
and fome Pieces of fine Cloth, which they cover 
themfelves with from the Waft to the Knees. This 
was in order to engage them on our fide,, and pre¬ 
vent their giving ear to any who might fuggeft ill 
things of us, entreating them firft to acquaint us 
with the Reports that fliould be made unto them to 
our Prejudice, before they yielded their Belief to 
the fame. 

We added many other Reafons which we thought 
proper to perfuade them to favour our Defign. The 
Prefents we made unto them, either in Cloth or Iron, 
were worth above 400 Livres, befides fome other 
European Commodities, very fcarce in that Country: 
For the beft Reafons in the World are not liftned 
to among them, unlefs they, are enforcM with 
Prefents. 

I forgot to obferve, that before our Interpreter be¬ 
gan to talk of thefe matters with the Council, M. de 
la Motte order’d him to tell the Irocjnefe, That he 
would enter into no Particulars in prefence of Fa¬ 
ther Grir;7/cr a Jefuite, whom he much fufpecfted: 
Whereupon the old Senators order’d the faid Father 
totvithdraw. As I had a great Refped for him, I 
went out likewife to bear part of the Affront put 
upon him, and to let M. la Motte fee that he had no 
reafon to defire me to go to the Council with him, 
fince he had refolv’d to affront in my prefence a Jc- 
fuire-Miflionary,’who was amongft that barbarous 
Nation, without any other Defign but to inftrud: 
them in the Truth of the Gofpel. This was the 
reafon why I was not prefent in the Council the 
firft Day that we acquainted the Irocjuefe with the fub- 
ieft of our Embaflie. I eafily obferv’d that M. la 
Motte had been bred up amongft People profefs’d 
Enemies of all Monks and Priefts j from whence I 
concluded, that he would lay upon me all the Over- 
fights he might commit in his Negotiation : But I 

thought 
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thought it Was better he fhould be deceiv’d by thofe 
he employ’d, than to be fo my felf ; and therrfore 
would never meddle with any Temporal Concerns, 
though earneftly defir’d by him and others. The 
Iroquefe, and other wild Nations, had a great Love 
for me upon that Account: They have fupply’j 
me with Food for my fubfiftance, and reliev’d me 
upon other Occafions, only becaufe they obferv’d I 
was not guided by a private felf-Intereft ; and truly 
whenever they made me any Prefents in return of 
thofe I had made unto them, 1 immediately gave 
them to their Children. 

The next Day the Iroquefe anfwer’d our Difcomfe. 
and Prefents Article by Article, having laid upon the 
Ground feveral little pieces of Wood, to put them in 
mind of what had been faid the Day before in the 
Council; theii* Speaker, or Prefident, held in his 
Hand one of thefe Pieces of Wood, and when he had 
anfwer’d one Article of our Propofal, he laid ir 
down, with fome Prefents of black and white Porce¬ 
lain, which they ufe to ftring upon the fmalleft Si¬ 
news of Beads; and then took up another Piece 
of Wood ; and fo of all the red, till he had fiilly 
anfwer’d our Speech, of which thofe Pieces of Wood, 
and our Prefents put them in mind. When his Dif- 
courfe was ended, the olded Man of their Allem- 
bly cry’d aloud for three times, Niaoua ^ that is to 
fay. It is v^elly I thank thee j which was repeated with 
a full Voice, and in a tuneful manner by all theo- 
ther Senators. 

’Tis to be obferv’d here, that the Savages, though 
fome are more cunning than others, are generally all 
addided to their own Intereds; and therefore though 
the Iroquefe feem’d to be pleas’d with our Propofals, 
they were not really fo; for the Englijh and Dutci 
affording them the European Commodities at cheaper 
Rates than the French of Canada^ they had a greater 
Inclination for them than for us. Tliat People,, thQ 
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fo baibarous and rude in their Manners^ have how¬ 
ever a Piece of Civility peculiar to themfelves; f6r 
a Man would be accounted veiy impertinent^ if he 
contradiAed any thing that is (aid in their Council, 
and if he does not approve even the greateft Abfur- 
dities therein propos’d; and therefore they always an- 
fwer, Niaoua ; that is to fay. Thou art in the rights Bro^ 
tber ; that is iveU, 

Notwithftanding that feeming Approbation, they 
believe what they pleafe and no more; and there¬ 
fore ’tis impoflible to know when they are really 
perfuaded of thofe things you have mention’d 
unto them, which I take to be one of the greateft 
Obftrudions to their Converfion ; For their Civility 
hindring them from making any Obje<ftion, or con- 
tradiding what is faid unto them, they feera to ap¬ 
prove of it, though perhaps they laugh at it in pri¬ 
vate, or elfe never beftow a Moment to reflecft upoii 
it, fuch being their Indifference for a future Life. 
From thefe Obfervations, I conclude tha;: the Con- 
verfion of that People is to be defpair’d of, ’till they 
arefubdu’d by the Europeans and that their Children 
have another fort of Education, unlefsGod be pleas’d 
to work a Miracle in their Favour. 

While we were ftill with the Iro^uefe, their Parties 
niade an Excurfion toward Virginia^ and brought two 
Prifoners with them, one whereof was Boutouagaha^ 
which in tlie Language of the Iroquefe, hgnifics a tal¬ 
kative or babling Fellow, and the other of the Na¬ 
tion of Gan?ik(fmga, whither fome Englijh Frandfcans 
were fent Miffionaries. The Irocjuefe fpar’d the Life 
of this laft, but put to death the former, with fuch 
exquifite Torments, that Nero, Domitian, and Maxi’>^ 
mliiw.never invented the like, to exercife the Patience 
of the Martyrs of the Primitive Church with all. 

They ufe commonly that Inhumanity towards all 
the Prifoners they take in their Warlike Expeditions; 
hut the word of it is, that their Torments laft 

fome- 
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fometimes a Month. When they have brought them 
into their Canton^ they lay them upon fome pieces 
of Wood, made like a St. Andrew's Crofs, to which 
they tie the Legs and Arms of thofe miferable 
Wretches, and expofe them to Gnats and other 
Flies, who fling them to death. The Children of 
thofe barbarous Parents, cut pieces of Fle/h out of 
their Flanks, Thighs, or fome other part of their 
Bodies; and when they have boyfd it, force thofe 
poor Wretches to eat thereof. The Iro^uefe eat fome 
pieces of it themfelves, as well as their Children; 
and the better to infpire thofe little Canibals with 
Hatred for their Enemies, and the defire to extir¬ 
pate them, they give them their Blood to drink in 
fome little Porrengers made of Barks of Trees. Thus 
do thefe poor Creatures end their Life after a long 
and unfpeakable Torment. 

That horrid Cruelty oblig’d us to leave the Ca¬ 
bin, or Cotage of the chief Captain of that barba¬ 
rous People, CO fhew them the Horrour we had of 
their Inhumanity, and never eat with them fince^ 
but return’d the fame way we went through the 
Woods to the River Niagara. And this was all the 
fuccefs of our Ambaffie. 


C H A P. XVI. 

A Defcription of a Ship of Sixty Tuns, whkh we built ne0 
the Streights of the Lake Erie , during the Winter atd 
Spring of the Tear 1679. 

O N the 14th of January we arrived at our Habi¬ 
tation of Niagara, very weary of the Fatigues 
of our Voyage. We had no other Food but 
Corn j but by good luck for us, the Fifhery of the 
Whitings, I have already fpoken of, was then in fea- 
fon, and made our Indian Corn more relilhing* 
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made ufe of the W^ter, in which the Fifh was boil¬ 
ed, inftead of Broth of Meat; for when it grows 
cold in the Pot, it congeals it felf like fome Veal- 
Broth. 

On the 20th arrived M. de la Salk from Fort Fron- 
tmacj from whence he was fent with a great Barque 
tofupplyus with Provifions, Rigging, and Tackling 
for the Ship we defign d to build at the Mouth of the 
Lake Erie ; but that Barque was unfortJlnately call 
away on the Southern Coaft of the Lake Ontario, by 
the fault of two Pilots, who could not agree about 
the Courfe they were to. fteer, tho’ they were then 
only within two Leagues of Niagara. The Sea-men 
have call’d this Place the Mad-Cafe. The Anchors 
and Cables were fav’d, but feveral Canows made of 
Barks of Trees with Goods and Commodities were 
loft. Thefe difappointments were fuch as would have 
diflWaded from any farther Enterprize all other Per- 
fons but fuch who had form’d the generous Defign 
of making a New Difcovery in the Country. 

M. de la Salle told us, that before he loft his Barque,^ 
he had been with the Iroquefe Tjonmntouans, and had 
fodexteroufly gain’d their Affedion, that they had 
talk’d^ to him of our Embaftie with Applaufe, and 
had given him their Confent for the Execution of our 
Undertaking. This good Intelligence lafted but a 
little while ; for certain Perfons, who made it their 
Bufinefs to crofs our Defign_,^ inlpir’d the Iroquefe with 
many Sufpicions about the Fort we were building at 
Niagara , ^ which was in a great forwardnefs; and 
their Sufpicions grew fo high, that we were oblig’d 
to give over our Building for fome time, contenting 
our felves with an Habitation encompafs’d with Pa- 
lifado’s. 

On the 22th of the faid Month, we went two 
Leagues above the great Fall of Niagara, where we 
made a Dock for Building the Ship we wanted for 
our Voyage. This was the moft convenient place 
£ we 
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we Gould pitch upon, being upon a River which falls 
into the Streight between the Lake Erie and the great 
Fall of Niagara. The 2<^th, the Keel of the Ship 
and fome other Pieces being ready, M. Je la Sde 
fent the Mafter-Carpenter to defire me to drive in the 
firft Pin ; but my Profeflion obliging me to decline 
that Honour, he did it himfelf, and promis’d Ten 
Louif d'Ors^ to encourage the Carpe^iter and further 
the Work. The Winter being not half fo hard in 
that Country as in Camda^ we employ’d one of the 
two Savages of the Nation call’d the Wolf^ whom we 
kept for Hunting, in building fome Cabins made of 
Rinds of Trees; and I had one made on purpofe to 
perform Divine Service therein on Sundays^ and other 
occafions. 

M. de la Salle having fome urgent Bufinefi of his 
own, return’d to Fort Frontenac^ leaving for our Com¬ 
mander one Tonti, an Italian by Birth, who had been 
forc’d to retire into France after the Revolution of 
'Naples, in which his Father was concern’d. I con¬ 
ducted M. de la Salle as far as the Lake Ontario, at the 
Mouth of the River Niagara, where he order’d a 
Houfe to be built for the Smith we had promis’d to 
the Iroquefe^ but this was only to amuze them, and 
therefore I cannot but own that the Savages are not 
to be blam’d for having not believ’d every thing they 
were told by M. la Mom in his Embaflie already re¬ 
lated. 

He undertook his Journey a-foot over the Snow, 
havii^ no other Provifions but a little Sack of /»- 
dian Corn roafted, which fail’d him two Days before 
he came to the Fort, which is above fourfcore Leagues 
diftant from the Place where he left us. However, he 
got home lafely with two Men, and a Dog, who 
dragg’d his Baggage over the Ice, or frozen Snow. 

When I return’d to our Dock, I underftood that 
moft of the Iroquefe were gone to wage War with a 
Nation on the other fide cF the Lake Erie. In the 

mean 
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mean time, our Men continu’d with great Applica¬ 
tion to build our Ship ^ for the Irot^uefe who were left 
behind, being but a fraall number, were not fo in- 
folent as before, though they came now and then to 
our Dock, and exprel?d fome Difcontent at what we 
were doing. One of them in particular, feigning 
himfelf drunk, attempted to kill our Smith, but was 
vigoroufly repuls’d by him with a red-hot Iron-barr, 
which, together with the Reprimand he receiv’d from 
me, oblig’d him to be gone. Some few Days after, 
a Savage Woman gave us notice, that the Tfonnontou- 
am had refolv’d to burn our Ship in the Dock, and 
had certainly done it, had we rjot been always upon 
our Guard. 

Thefe frequent Alarms from the Natives, together 
with the Fears we were in of wanting Provifions, ha¬ 
ving loft the great Barque from Fort Frontenac, which 
lliould have reliev’d us, and the Tfonnontouans at the 
iime time refufing to give us of their Corn for Mo¬ 
ney, were a great Dilcouragement to our Carpenters, 
whom, on the other hand, a Villain amongft us en¬ 
deavour’d to feduce: That pitiful Fellow had feveral 
times attempted to run away from us into New-Torky 
and would have been likely to pervert our Carpenters, 
had I not confirm’d them in their good Refolution, 
by the Exhortations I us’d to make every Holy-day 
after Divine Service; in which I reprefented to them, 
that the Glory of God was concern’d in our Under¬ 
taking, befides the Good and Advantage of our Chrl-* 
ftian Colonies; and therefore exhorted them to re¬ 
double their Diligence, in order to free our felves 
from all thofe Inconvenienciea and Apprehenfions we 
then lay under. 

The two Savages we had taken into our Service, 
went all this whne a Hunting, and fupply’d us with 
Wild-Goats, and other Bealts for our Subfiftence; 
which encourag’d our Workmen to go on with their 
Work more briskly than before, iniomuch that in a 
E z iliort 
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fhort time our Ship was in a readinefs to be launch’d; 
which we did, after having blefs’d the fame accord¬ 
ing to the ufe of the Romljh Church. We made all 
the hafte we could to get it a-float, though not alto- 
gether finifh’d, to prevent the Defigns of the Natives^ 
who had refolv'd to burn it. 

The Ship was call’d the Griffin, alluding to the 
Arms of Count Frontenac, which have two Griffin 
for Supporters ; and befides, M. la Salle us’d to fay of 
this Ship, while yet upon the Stocks, That he would 
make the Grlffm fly above the Ravens. We fir’d three 
Guns, and fung Te Deum, which was attended with 
loud Acclamations of Joy; of which thofe of the 
Iroqueffi, who were accidentally prefent at this Cere¬ 
mony, were alfb Partakers; for we gave them fome 
Brandy to drink, hs well as to our Men, who imme¬ 
diately quitted their Cabins of Rinds of Trees, and 
bang’d their Hammocks under the Deck of the Ship, 
there to lie with mofe fecurity than a-flioar. We 
did the like, infbmuch that the very fame Day we 
wxre all on board, and thereby out of the reach of 
the Infults of the Savages. 

The Iroejuefe being return’d from Hunting Beavers, 
were mightily furpriz’d to fee our Ship a-float, and 
call’d us Otkon, that is in their Language, Mofi pent- 
tratlng Wits : For they; could not apprehend how in 
fo fliort a time we had been able to build fo great a 
Ship, though it was but 6o Tuns. It might have 
been indeed call'd a moving Fortrefs ; for all the 
Savages inhabiting the Banks of thofe Lakes and Ri¬ 
vers I have mention'd, for five hundred Leagues to¬ 
gether, were fill'd with Fear as well as Admiration 
wlien they faw it. 

The beft Defigns are often crofs'd by fbme unex- 
peded Accidents, which God permits to happen, to 
try Mens Conflancy, as I experienc’d at that time* 
One of our Crew gave me notice, that the Sieur^ 
7onti our Commander entertain’d fome Jealoufie of 






a Large Country in America. ^ j j 

me, becaufe I kept a Journal of all the confiderable 
Things that were tranfadied ; and that he defign d to 
take the fame from me. This Advice oblig’d me to 
ftand upon my Guard, and take all other Precauti¬ 
ons, xo fecure my Obfervations, and remove the 
Jealoufie that Gentleman had of me : For I had no 
other Defign but to keep our Men to their Duty, 
and to Exercifes of Piety and Devotion, for prevent¬ 
ing Diforders, and for the furtherance of our Com¬ 
mon Undertaking. 

In the mean time, our Enemies fpread very dif- 
advantageous Reports of us in Canada, where we 
were reprefented as ra/h and inconhderate Perlbns, 
for venturing upon fo dangerous a Voyage, frorn 
which, in their Opinion, none of us would ever re¬ 
turn. This, together with the Difficulties we la¬ 
bour’d under for tranfporting the Rigging of our 
Ship, and the other Inconveniencies necelTarily at¬ 
tending a Voyage through an unknown Country, 
Lakes, and Rivers, where no European had traveil’d 
before, and the Oppofitions from the Irocfueje, wrought 
in me an unparallerd Vexation. But thefe Reports 
were ftill more prejudicial to M. la Salle, whofe Cre¬ 
ditors, without enquiring into the Truth of the Mat¬ 
ter, or expeding his Return from Fort Erontenac, 
feiz’d all his Effeds in Canada ; though that very Fort 
alone, the Property whereof belong’d to him, was 
worth twice more than all the Debts he ow’d. How¬ 
ever, it being impoflible to flop the Mouth of our 
Enemies, who had no other Defign, but to oblige us 
to give over our Enterprize, notwithftanding the 
Trouble and great Charge we had been at for our 
Preparations, we refolv’d to wait with Patience, ti'.e 
Opportuni^es Divine Providence would prefent us 
'vith, and to purfue with Vigour and Conftancy our 
Defign. 

Being thus prepar’d againfl: all Difeouragements, I 
♦vent up in a Canou with one of our Savages to the 
E 3 Mouth 
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Mouth of die Lake Erie, notwithftanding theftroog 
Current which I mafter’d with great difficulty. I 
(bunded the Mouth of the Lake^ and found, con¬ 
trary to the Relations that had been made unto me, 
that a Ship with a brisk Gale might (ail up to the 
Lake, and furmount the Rapidity of the Current; 
and that therefore with a ftrong North, orNorth- 
Eaft Wind, we might bring our Ship into the Lake 
Erie. - I took alfo a view of the Banks of the Streight, 
and found that in cafe of need we might put fome 
of our Men a-fhoar to hall the Ship, if the Wind 
was not ftrong enough. 


CHAP. XVII. 

the Author s Return to Fort Frontenac. 

B Efore we could go on with our intended Difco- 
very, I was oblig’d to return to Fort Frontenac, 
to bring along with me two Monks of my own 
Order, to help me in the Fundion of my Miniftry. 
I left our Ship riding upon two- Anchors, within a 
league and a half of the Lake Erie, in the^ Streight, 
between the laid Lake and the great Fall oi 
Mr. Charon-y an Inhabitant of Canada^ defir’d to go 
with me, to avoid the ill Ufage he receiv d from 
M. tonti , who was an irreconcileable Enemy ot all 
the Subjedls of the King of Sfain^ having 
he thought, hardly us’d by the Spaniards, in the Re¬ 
volution of JSfaples, in which he was concern d ^ 
well as his Father. 

We embark’d in a Canou with one of our Rava¬ 
ges, and fell down the Streight till we~ came to the 
great Fall, where we went a-lhoar, and canyd 
our Canou ov^-land to the Foot of the great Rocs 
already mention’d, and from thence we continu d our 
Courle to the Mouth of the Lake Ontario, where 
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we found the Barque or Brigantine we have fpoken 
of, which the Sieur la Forefi had brought from Fort 
Fmtenac. M. la Forefi having fpent fome Days in 
that place for Bartering his Commodities with the 
Natives^ we embark’d on board his Brigantine^ to¬ 
gether with fifteen or fixteen Savage Women, who 
took the opportunity to fail forty Leagues by Wa¬ 
ter, which otherwife they had been oblig’d to tra¬ 
vel a-foot over-land through the Woods; but they 
not being us’d to this way of Travelling, fell fo 
Tick, that their vomiting created an infufferable Stink 
in our Ship. Being arriv’d into the River of Aomguen, 
M. la Forefi exchang’d fome Brandy for Beaver-Skins; 
but I muft confefs this Commerce of Strong-Waters 
was never acceptable to me ; for if the Savages 
drink but a little too much of that Liquor, they are 
worfe and more dangerous than mad Men. Having 
done our Bufinefs in that Place, we fail’d from the 
Southern to the Northern Coafts of the Lake; and 
the Wind being favourable we quickly pafs’d by 
the Village which lies on the other fide of Keute 
and Gawoujfe, but were becalm’d not far from 
Fort Frontenacy which oblig’d me to get into a Ca¬ 
non with two Savages to manage it. We landed in 
the Ifland of GoilansSo nam’d from Sea-Fouls of that 
Name, who abound in that Place, and lay their 
Eggs upon the Sand, where they are hatch’d by the 
Heat of the Sun. I carry’d away along with us four 
Baskets full of them, which we found very relifhing 
In Omelets and Pancakes. 

1 was kindly receiv’d by four Miflionaries of my 
own Order that I found there, vlzj. Father Gabriel 
la Ribourdey Luke Buiffety Zenobe MambrCy . and Mill- 
thon Watteauy all Natives of the S^anifu Netherlands, 
They told me that they knev/ how much 1 had fuf- 
fer’d in my Mijfion during the Winter, and chiefly 
from that Ltalian who deferred the Service of his Na¬ 
tural Prince, that is Tonti I have already fpoken of. I 
E 4 con- 
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conceal’c! part of the Difcouragements I had met 
with, becaufe I defign’d to engage Fathers Gakid 
and Zenobe in our Voyage, and alio becaufe I knew 
that M. de la Salle^ whofe Temper I was acquainted 
with by my own Experience, made a conftant ufe 
of this famous Maxim, Divide & impera , to difpofe 
with a greater facility of the Men under him tocom- 
pafs his own Defigns: And having as great a Pafli- 
on as he to difcover fome New Countries, I thought 
it beft to make no Complaints, which he took ve¬ 
ry kindly, and receiv'd me in a very obliging 
manner. 

That Gentleman was Judicious, and of extraordi¬ 
nary Parts, and very defirous to make himfelf fa¬ 
mous by fome New Difcoveries, about which we had 
frequent/Conferences. He told me feveral times, 
That he knew no Religious Order fo fit as ours for 
improving New Colonies; and he was a very good 
Judge in thofe Matters, having fpent nine or ten 
Years in another Order, of which he had difingag’d 
himfelf by Confent of the General, who in the Ad 
of his Difmiffion under his o\vn Hand, gives this 
noble Character of him. That he had liv’d amongft 
the Monks of his Order, without giving the leaft 
lufpicion of Venial Sin. Thefe are the very Words 
of the Ad, for I have perus'd it my felf. He like- 
wife told me. That being perfuaded that we might 
be very ufeful to him in his Defigns, he was refolv'd 
to do fomething in favour of our Order , and having 
call’d us together on the 27r/:> of 1679. he ac¬ 
quainted us. That being Proprietary and Governor 
of Fort Frontenac, he would order in his Will, That 
no other religious Order but ours, fhould he fuffefd 
to fettle themfelves near the Fort; he afterwards 
mark'd out a Church-yard ; and having created a 
publick Notary, he order'd him to draw up an In- 
llrument, whereby the faid M. la Salle gave to 
Older the Property of Eighteen Acres of Ground 
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along the fide of the Lake Ontario near the Fort, and 
above a Hundred Acres more in the next Foreft to 
be clear’d and grubb’d up. We accepted this Gift in 
the Name of our Order, and fign’d the Deed, which 
was the firft that ever was tranladed in that Country. 
The Notary’s Name was la Meterie. 

This being done, he defil’d thofe Francifcans that 
were to come with me, to prepare themfelves for 
their Voyage ; but the Wind being againft us, we 
had a fufficient time for it, and to take our Mea- 
fures concerning our dangerous Million. We made 
frequent Vifits to the Savages, whom we had per- 
fuaded to fettle themfelves near the Fort, who, toge¬ 
ther with their Children, whom we had taught to 
read and write, lamented much our Departure ; and 
affur’d us. That if we did return in a fiiort time, 
they \yould perfuade the reft of the Inhabitants ef 
the Village of GaneouJJe^ to come and fettle themfelves 
in the Neighbourhood of the Fort. 


CHAP, xviir. 

An Accomt of our Second Emharkment from Fort 
Frontenac. 

A Fter fome few Days, the Wind coming fair. Fa¬ 
thers Gabriel, Zenobe, and I3 went on board the 
Brigantine, and in a Ihort time arriv’d in the R;- 
ver of the Tfonnontouans, which runs into the Lake 
Ontario, where we continu’d feveral Days, our Men 
being very bufie in bartering their Commodities 
with the Natives, who flock’d in great numbers a- 
bout us to fee our Brigantine, which they admir’d, 
and to exchange their Skins for Knives, Guns, 
Powder and Shot, but efpecially for Brandy, which 
they love above all things. In the mean time, we 
bad built a fmall Cabin of Barks of Trees about 

half 
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half a League in the Woods^ to perform Divine Ser- 
vice therein without interruptation , and waited dll 
all our Men had done their Bufinefs. M. la Salk ar¬ 
riv'd in a Canou about eight Days after 5 he had 
taken his cdurfe by the Southern Coaft of the Lake, 
to goto the Village of the Tfonnontouans, to whom be 
made feveral Prefents to engage them in our 
Intereftj and remove the Jealoufie they had 
conceiv'd of our Undertaking, through the Sug- 
geftions of our Enemies. All thefe Impediments 
retarded us fo long, that we could not reach the 
River Niagara before the ^oth of July. 

On the 4th of the faid Month, I went over-land 
to the Fall of Niagara, with a Serjeant call’d la Fkut^ 
and thence to our Dock within fix Leagues of the 
Lake Ontaria ; but we did not find there the Ship 
we had built: And met with a new Misforturne; 
for two young Savages robb’d us of the Bisket we 
Imd for our fubfifiance, which reduc'd us to great 
Extremity. We found at lall a half rotten Canou 
without Oars, which we mended as well as we could; 
and having made an Oar, we ventur'd our felves in 
that weak and fiiatter’^d Canou, and went up the 
Streight to look for our Ship, which we found 
riding within a league of the pleafant Lake Erk 
We were very kindly receiv'd, and likewife very 
glad to find our Ship well rigg’d, and ready fittd 
out with all the NecelTaries for failing. She carry’d 
five fmall Guns, two whereof were Brafs, and thr^ 
Harquebuze a-crock. The Beak-head was adorn'd 
w’ith a flying Griffin, and an Eagle above it; and 
the refl of the Ship had the fame Ornaments as Men 
of War ufe to have. 

The Iroquefe were then returning. from a Warlike 
Expedition with feveral Slaves, and were much fur- 
priz'd to fee fo big a Ship, which they compar’d to 
a Fort, beyond their Limits. Several came on board, 
and fcem’d to admire above all things the bignefsof 

oar 
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our Anchors; for they could not apprehend how 
we had been able to bring them through the ra- 
oid Currents of the River St. Laurence. This obhg d 
them to ufe often the Word Ganmrom, which in 
their Language fignifies. That is wonderful. T^cy 
wonder’d alfo to find there a Ship, having leen 
none when they went; and did not know trom 
whence it came, it being about ayo Leagues trom 

Canada. ^, 

Having forbid the Pilot to attempt to tail up the 
Currents of the Streight till farther order^ we re- 
turnM the i6th and 17th to the Lake Ontario, and 
brought up our Bark to the great Rock of Niagara, 
and anchor’d at the foot of the three Mountains, 
where we were oblig'd to make our that is, 

to carry over-land our Canou’s and Provifions, and 
other Things, above the great Fall of the Rive^ 
which interrupts the Navigation: And becaule molt 
of the Rivers of that Country are interrupt^ with 
great Rocks, and that therefore thofe who fail up¬ 
on the fame, are oblig’d to go over-land above thole 
Falls, and carry upon their Backs their .Ganou s and 
other Things. They cxprefs it with this Word, To 
make our Portage, of which the Reader is deiir d 
to take notice, for otherwife the following Account, 
as well as the Map, would be unintilligibie to many. 

Father Gabriel, though of Sixty five^ Years ot Age, 
bore with great Vigour the Fatigue of that Voyage, 
and went thrice up and down thofe three 
tains, which are pretty high and fteep. Our Men 
had a great deal of trouble-; for they were obligd 
to make feveraf Turns to carry the Provifions and 
Ammunition, and the Portage was two Leagues 
long. Our Anchors were fo big, that four Men 
had much ado to carry one; but the Brandy we 
gave them was fuch an Encouragement, that 
thy furmounted cheerfully .all the Difficulties ot 
that Journey ; and fo we got on beard our 
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Ship all our Provifions, Ammunitions^ and Com- 
modities. 

While we continu’d there^ M. la Salle told me^ 
That he underftood by fome of our Men, that I 
very much blam’d the Intrigues of fome Monks of 
Canada with the Iro^uefe, and their Neighbours of 
Ne-w-York and New-Orange which oblig’d me in his 
prefence, to tell my Brethren the Francifcans, That 
I perceiv’d that M. la Salle was minded to furprizeme, 
^ and oblige me to revile fome Perfons, whom he re- 
prefented as Traders and Merchants; and then a- 
bating fomewhat of my Tone, I concluded. That 
notwithftanding the falfe Reports that had been made 
to him, I would entertain a good Opinion of thofe 
very Perfons whom he defign’d to make my Enemies j 
and that I wou’d rather give over our Enterprize than 
be impos’d upon at that rate. This vigorous Anfwer 
furpriz’d M. la Salle, who told me. That he was per- 
fuaded that thofe who had made him thofe Reports, 
were not honeft Men; and that therefore he would 
take all imaginable care of my Perfon during the 
Voyage, and efpoufe my Intereft on all occafions. 
He was indeed afraid that I (hould leave him, which 
had been a great difappointment to his Affairs; for 
Father Gabriel would have left him alfo. That good 
Man was come \vith us without any leave of his 
Superiour, only upon a Letter from the Provincial 
Commiffioner of Canada, whofe Name was Valentin 
le Rotix, wherein he told M. la Salle, that the faid 
Father Gabriel might go along with him. However, 
he did not believe that he would do fo without an 
Order in Writing ; and for that reafon came, fome 
Days after our departure, to Fort Frontenac, where 
M. la Salle obtain’d that Order from him, for fear of 
being accus’d to have expos’d a Man of that Age to 
fo dangerous a Voyage, in which he was like to pe- 
rifh, as really he did, as we fhall fee by and by. 
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M. la Salle underftanding that I and the faid Father 
, X}ahrkl, were gone to view the great Fall of Niagara,^ 
he came to us with fome Refrefhments to reconcile 
himfelf with me, and prevent my return to Canada. 
He met with no great difficulty ; for the great defire 
I had to difcover a New Country, made me very 
' eafie j fo that we return’d on board our Ship in the 
beginning of Auguji, 1679- 


CHAP. XIX. 

An Account of our Third Embarkment from the Mouth of 
the Lake Erie. 

W E have already obferv’d, that the Spaniards 
were the firft Difcoverers of Canada, and that 
the RecoJleBs are the firft Religious Order, who atten¬ 
ded the French Colonics in that Country. Thofe 
Good Men liv’d in great Friendfiiip with the Savages 
call’d Hurons, by whom they underftood that the Iro- 
^uefe made frequent Excurfions b^ond Virginia and 
NeW‘Su>eden, near a great Lake, from whence they 
brought a great many Slaves; which gave occafion 
to the Hurons to call that Lake Erige, or Erike ; that 
is to fay, the Lake of the Cat. The Inhabitants of 
Canada have foftned that Word, and call it Erie, as 
we have already obferv’d. 

We endeavour’d feveral times to fail up that Lake ; 
but the Wind being not ftrong enough, - we were 
forc’d to wait for it. In the mean time, M. la Salle 
caus’d our Men to grub up fome Land, and fow fe¬ 
veral forts of Pot-Herbs and Pulfe, for the conveni- 
ency of thofe who fiiould fettle themfelves there, to 
maintain our Correfpondence with Fort Frontenac. 
We found there a great quantity of wild Cherries 
and Rocambol, a fort of Garlick, which grow natu¬ 
rally in that Ground. We left Father Mclithon, with 

fome 
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fome Work-men, at our Habitation above the Fallof 
Niagara ; and moft of our Men went a-flioar to ligh, 
ten our Ships, the better to fail up the Lake. 

The Wind veering to the North-Eaft, and the Ship 
being well provided, we made all the Sail we could, 
and with the help of Twelve Men who hail’d from 
the Shoar, overcame the Rapidity of the Current, 
and got up into the Lake. The Stream is fo violent, 
that our Pilot himfelf defpair’d of Succefs. When 
it was done, we fung Te Deum, and difcharg’d our 
Cannon and other Fire-Arms, in prefence of a great 
many Iroquefe^ who came from a Warlike Expedition 
againft the Savages of Tintonha ; that is to fay, the 
Nation of the Meadows , who live above four hundred 
Leagues from that Place. The Iroefuefe and their Pri- 
Ibners were much furpriz’d to fee us in the Lake, and 
did not think before that, we fhould be able to over* 
come the Rapidity of the Current: They cry’d fe- 
veral times Gannorom , to fhew their Admiration. 
Some of the Iroejuefe had taken the meafure of our 
Ship, and immediately went for New-Tork, to give 
notice to the Englijh and Dutch of our failing into the 
Lake: For thoft Nations affording their Commodi¬ 
ties cheaper than the French^ are alfb more belov’d 
by the Natives. 

On the 7th of Augufi, 1679. we went on board, 
being in all four and thirty Men, including two Kt- 
collets who came to us, and fail’d from the M^uth of 
the Lake Erie, fleering our Courfe Weft-South-Weft, 
with a favourable Wind; and though the Enerhies 
of our Difcovery had given out, on purpofe to deterr 
us from our Enterprize, That the Lake Erie was full 
of Rocks and Sands, which render’d the Navigation 
impradicable, we run above twenty Leagues during 
the Night, though we (bunded all that while. The 
next Day the Wind being more favourable, we made 
above five and forty Leagues, keeping at an equal di* 
(lance from the Banks of the Lake, and doubled a 





a Large Country in America. 65 

Cape to the Weft-ward^ which we call’d the Cape 
of St, Francis, The next Day we doubled two other 
Capes, and met with no manner of Rocks or Sands. 
Wedifeover’d a pretty large Iflan^ towards the South- 
Weft, about feven or eight Leagues from the Nor¬ 
thern Coaft; that Ifland faces the Streight that comes 
from the Lake Huron. 

The loth, very early in the Morning, we pafs’d 
between that Ifland and 7 or 8 lefler ones; and ha^ 
ving fail’d near another, which is nothing but Sand, 
to the Welt of the Lake, we came to an Anchor at 
the Mouth of the Streight, which runs from, the Lake 
Unron into that of Erie. The nth, we went far¬ 
ther into the Streight, and pafs’d between two fmall 
Iflands, which make one of the fineft Profpefts in 
the World. This Streight is finer than that of Nia¬ 
gara, being thirty Leagues long, and every-where 
one League broad, except in the middle, which is 
wider, forming the Lake we have call’d St. Clairs. 
The Navigation is eafie on both fides, the Coaft be¬ 
ing low and even. It runs diredly from North to 
South. 

The Country between thofe two Lakes is very well 
fituated, and the Soil very fertile. The Banks of the 
Streight are vaft Meadows, and the Prefped: is ter¬ 
minated with fome Flills covered with Vineyards, 
Trees bearing good Fruit, Groves, and Forefts, fo 
well difpos’d, that one would think Nature alpne 
could not have made, without the Help of Art, fo 
charming a Profped. That Country is ftock’d with 
Stags, Wild-Goats, and Bears, which are good for 
Food, and not fierce as in other Countries; fome 
think they are toter than our Pork. Turkey-Cocks 
and Swans are there alfo very common; and our Men 
brought feveral other Beafts and Birds, whofe Names 
are unknown to us, but they are extraordinary re- 
lilhing. 


The 
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The Forefts are chiefly made up of Walnut-tree?, 
Chefnut-trees, Plum-trees, and Pear-trees, loa^ 
with their own Fruit and Vines. There is alfo abuu- 
dance of Timber fit for Building ; fo that thofe 
whofe who fliall be fo happy as to inhabit that No¬ 
ble Country, cannot but remember with Gratitude 
thofe who have difeover d the way, by venturing to 
fail upon an unknown Lake for above one hundred 
Leagues. That charming Streight lies between 40 
and 41 Degrees of Northern Latitude. 


C H A P. XX. 

An Account of what hapned in our Vajfage from the Ukt 
Erie, unto the Lake Huron. 

I Had often advis’d M. la Salle to make a Settlement 
upon the Streight,, between the Lake Erie and 
Ontario^ where the Fifhery is more plentiful; for that 
Settlement would have been very advantageous © 
us, to maintain our Communication with Fort 
Frontenac. I told him alfo, that it were fit to leare 
in that Settlement the Smith he and M. la Mottehi^ 
promis'd to the Irocjuefe ; and that it would be a 
means to engage that wild Nation in our Intea^ 
and to trade only with us, whereby he would grow 
rich in a little time: But M. la Salle, and the Adven¬ 
turers who were with him, would not hearken to 
my Advice ; and told me, that they would make do 
Settlement within 100 Leagues of their Fort, left 
other Europeans fiiould get before them into the Conn- 
try they were going to difeover. This was their Pf&* j 
fence ; but I foon obferv’d that their Intention was 
to buy all the Furrs and Skins of the remoteft Sava-1 
ges, who, as they thought, did not know their Va* 
lue I and fo iniich themfelves in one Angle Voy¬ 
age. 
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I endeavour’d alfo to perfwade him to make a Set¬ 
tlement upon this charming Streight; for being in 
the midfl: of fo many Nations of Savages^ we cculd 
not but have a good Trade amongfl: them. This was 
the Argument I made ufe of; but the^main Rea- 
ibn^ which I kept to my felf, was to have an Op¬ 
portunity to preach the Gofpel to thofe ignorant Na¬ 
tions. M. la Salk would by no means hearken to 
my Advice, and told me he wonder’d at my Propo- 
fil, confidering the great Paffion I had a few Months 
before for the Difeovery of a New Country. 

The Current of that Streight is very violent, but 
not half fo much as that of Niagara ; and therefore 
we faH’d up with a brisk Gale, and got into the 
Streight between the Lake Huron^ and the Lake St, 
Claire ; this lalt is very /hallow, efpecially at its 
Mouth. The Lake Unron falls into this of St. Claire 
by feveral Canals, which ^re commonly interrupted 
by Sands and Rocks. We founded all of them, and 
found one at laft about one League broad without 
any Sands, its Depth being every where from three to 
eight Fathoms Water. We fail’d up that Canal, but 
were forc’d to drop our Anchors near the Mouth of 
the Lake; for the extraordinary quantity of Waters 
which came down from the upper Lake, and that of 
lUinois, becaufe of a ftrong North-Weft Wind, had 
fo much augmented the Rapidity of the Current of 
this Streight, that it was as violent as that of 
Niagara. 

The Wind turning Southerly, we fail’d again j 
and with the help of twelve Men, who hail’d our 
Ship from the Shoar, got fafely the 23 th of Augufl 
into the Lake Huron. We fung Te Deum a fecond 
time, to return our Thanks to the Almighty for our 
happy Navigation. We found in that Lake a large 
Bay, the Banks of which the ancient Hurons inhabi¬ 
ted. They were converted to the Chriltian Religi- 
F on 
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on by the firft Francifcans that came into Canada' 
but the Iroeiuefe have in a great meafure deftroy’d 
that Nation. 


CHAP. XXL 

An Account of our Na'vigation on the Lake Huron to 
Miflilimakinak. 

H Aving “thus travell’d above 500 Leagues from 
Qmbec to the Lake Huron^ notwithftanding the 
rapid Currents and Lakes we went through, we con¬ 
tinu’d our Voyage from the Mouth of this Lake, 
fleering our Courfe North-North-Eaft; but the next 
day,finding our felves near the Land,we fleer’d North- 
North-Weiy and crofs’d a Bay call’d Sakinam^ which 
may be thirty Leagues broad. The 24th, we run 
the fame Courfe, biit were becalm’d between fome 
Iflands, where we found but two Fathoms Wata, 
which oblig’d us to make an eafie fail part of rfis 
Night, to look for a good Anchorage, but in vain j 
and the Wind turning then Wefterly, we bore to 
the North, to avoid the Coaft till the Day appear’d. 
We founded all the Night long, becaufe our Pilot, 
though a very underflanding Man, was fomewlaat 
negligent. The zyth, we lay becalm’d till Noon, 
but then run North-Weft with a brisk Southerly Gale. 
The Wind turning South-Weft, we bore to the North 
to double a Cape 5 but then the Wind grew fo vio¬ 
lent, that we were forc’d to lie by all the Night. 
The 26th, the Storm continuing,' we brought down 
our Main Yards and Top-Maft, and let the Sh^ 
drive at the Mercy of the Wind, knowing no place 
to run into to fhelter our felves. M. la Salle, not- 
withftanding he was a Courageous Man, began to 
fear, and told us we were undone 5 and therefore 
every body fell upon his Knees to fay his Prayer^ 
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and prepare himfelf for Death, except our Pilot', 
whom we could never ol^lige to pray; and he did 
nothing all that while but curfe and (wear againft 
M. la Salle, who, as he faid, had brought him thi¬ 
ther to make him peri/h in a nafty Lake, and lofe the 
Glory he had acquir’d by his long and happy Navi¬ 
gations on the Ocean, However, the Wind being 
lomewhat abated, we hoifted up our Sail, and fo we 
dwve not above two Leagues. The 27th, in the 
Morning, we continu'd our Courfe North-Well with 
aSouth-Eaft Wind, which carry’d us the fame Day 
to Miffilimaklnak, where we anchor’d in a Bay at 
fix Fathoms Water, upon a flimy white Bottom. 
That Bay is Ihelter’d by the Coah, and a Bank lying 
from the South-Well to the North ; but it lies ex¬ 
pos’d to the South Winds, which are very violent in 
that Country. 

Mijfdimakinak is a Neck of Land to the North of 
the Mouth of the Streight, through which the Lake 
of the Illinois difeharges it felf into the Lake Huron. 
That Canal is about three Leagues long, and one 
broad. About fifteen Leagues to the Eallward of 
Mifilimakinak, there is another Point at the Mouth of 
the Streight, whereby the upper Lake runs into that 
of Huron ; which Streight is about five Leagues broad 
at its Mouth, and about fifteen Leagues long ; but it 
grows narrow towards the Fall of St. Mary, which is 
a rapid Stream interrupted by feveral Rocks. How¬ 
ever a Canow may go up by one fide, but it requires 
a great Fatigue j and therefore the fafefl and eafiefl 
way is to make a Portage above the Fall, to go and 
trade with the Savages inhabiting the Banks of the 
upper Take. 

We lay between two different Nations of Sava¬ 
ges ; thoie who inhabit the Point of MiJJiUmakinak 
are called Hurons, and the others, who are about 
three or four Leagues more Northward, are 
oufitz. Thole-Savages were equally furprz’d to lee 
F 2 a Ship 
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a. Ship in their Country ; and the Noife of our Can- 
non, of which we made a general Difcharge, fill’d 
them with great aftoni/hment. We went to fee the 
Orataouatz^y and celebrated Mafs in their Habitation. 
M. la Salle was finely drefs’d, having a Scarlet Cloak 
with a broad Gold Lace^ and moft of his Men 
with their Arms attended him. The Chief Captains 
of that People receiv’d us with great Civilities after 
their own way^ and fome of them came on board 
with us to fee our Ship^ which rode all that while in 
the Bay or Creek I liave fpoken of. It was a divert¬ 
ing Profped to fee every Day above fixfcore Canons 
about it;, and the Savages flaring and admiring that 
fine Woodden CanoU;, as the)' call’d it. They brought 
us abundance of Whitings_, and fome Trouts of jo 
and 6o pound Weight. 

We went the next Day to pay a Vifit to the Hums, 
who inhabit a rifing Ground on a Neck of Land 
over-againfl Mijfdimakinak. Their Villages are forti- 
fi'd with Pallilado’s of ay foot high^ and always fi- 
tuared upon Eminences or Hills. They receiv’d us 
with more Refpedl.-than the Ottitaouaiz, for they 
made a triple DifchVrge of all the fmall Guns they 
had, having learn’d from fome Europeans, that it is 
the greatert Civility amongft us. However, they 
took fuch a Jealoufie to our Ship, that, as we under¬ 
flood fince, they endeavour’d to make our Expedi¬ 
tion odious to all the Nations about them. 

The Hurons and Outtaouatz, are in Confederacy to¬ 
gether againft the Iro^ueje their Common Enemy* 
They fow Indian Corn, wiricli is their ordinary Food; 
for they have nothing e;fe to live upon, except fome 
Fi/h they take in the Lakes. They boil it with their 
Sagamittee , which is a kind of Broth made with 
Water and the Flour of the Corn, which they beat 
;n a Mortar, made of the Trunk of a Tree, which 
they make hollow with Fire. 
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There is another Settlement of Savages near the 
Fall of St. Mary. The French call them Leapers, be- 
caufe they live near that great Fall which they call 
a Leap. Thefe fubfift together by Hunting Staggs, 
Elks, Beavers, and other Beafts, as aifo upon the 
Whitings we have already fpoken of; who are taken 
with fo much difficulty in this Place, that none but 
themfelves are able to catch any. They fovv no 
Indian Corn, becaufe of the thick Fogs that are com¬ 
monly on the Banks of the upper Lake, which ilifie 
Com before it grows. 

Mtffilimakinak and the Fall of St. are the 

two moft conliderable Paffages that all ttie Savages 
have of the Weft and North ; for -there are above 
two hundred Canou’s that come through thefe Paf- 
fes every Year, to cany their Commodities to the 
French at Montreal below Fort Frontenac. 

Our Enterprize had been very fuceefsful hitherto; 
and vve had reafon to expert, that every body would 
have contributed to cany on vigoroufly our great 
Defign to promote the Glory of God, as well as the 
Good of our Colonies : However, feme of our own 
Men oppos’d it as much as they could ; they repre- 
fented us to the Outtoamts and their Neighbours as 
dangerous and ambitious Adventurers, who delign’d 
to engrofs all the Trade of Furrs and Skins, and 
invade their Liberty, the only thing which is dear to 
that People. The fifteen Men that M. la Salk had 
Tent before him, had been fcduc’d and almoft drawn 
horn his Service. The Goods which he had given 
them to exchange with the Natives,’ were diffipated 
and Wafted; and inftead of advancing as far as the 
Illinois^ as they were order’d, they remain’d amongft 
the Hurom^ notwithftanding the Exhortations and the 
Prayers of M. Tonti who Commanded them. 

Our Men went into the Country to trade with the 
Natives, and engag’d themfelves too far; fo that 
^hey did not return to Mijfilimakinak till November : 

F 3 M. 
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M. u Salle being told that the Winds made the Na. 
vigation of the Lake very dangerous in thebeginnina 
of the Winter, rcfolv'd to continue his Voyage 
without tarrying any longer for the return of his 
Men. 


C H A P. XXII. 

Account of" our Sailhig from Miflilimakinak, imi 
the Lake of the Illinois. 

O N tlie ad of SefteinM we weigh’d Anchor, 
and ■ fail’d into the Lake of the Illinois ; and 
came to an Ifland- juft at the Mouth of the 
Bay of the lying about forty-Leases from 

Mijfdimahnak : It' is- inhabited by' Ibme Savages ol 
the Nation call’d Voutouatami s, with whom fome ol 
the Men M. la 5^//c'had fent the Year before, had bar¬ 
ter’d a great quantity of Furrs and Skins. We found 
our Men in the Illand, who began to be very impa¬ 
tient, having fo long waited our arrival. 

The chief of that Nation had been formerly in 
Canada, and had. an extraordinary Refpe<ft for Coun: 
' Frontevac, wh.o was Governour thereof; and upon 
that account receiv’d us with all the civility imagina- 
ble, and caus’d his Men to dance the Calumet, or Pipe) 
before us. This ili a piece of Civility we Ihallde- 
fcribe anon. Obr Ship was riding in the Bay^ 
bout thirty Paces from the furthermoft Point o^ 
Land, at a pretty nood Anchorage, where we iw 
fifely, notwithftanding a violent Storm which lalra 
four Days. And upo.n this occafion, I cannot 
without Injullice, the Generofity of that Brave Cap 
tain, who feeing our Ship tofs’d up by the Wave?) 
and not knowing it was able to refift, ventur d niiu* 
feif in liis little Canon, and came to our afltftan^ 
He bad the good Luck to get fafe on board, 







a Large Country in America. 71 

told us he would at all times venture his Life, for 
faving the Children of Onnontio^ Governour of Ca^ 
nada, who was his particular Friend, It muft be ob* 
ferv’d, that that Governour is calfd Qrmmtio by all 
the Savages. 

M. la Salle, without asking any body’s Advice, 
refolv’d to fend back his Ship to Niagara, laden with 
Furrs and Skins to difcharge his Debts j our Pilot 
and five Men with him were.therefore fent back, and 
order’d to return with all imaginable fpeed, to join 
us toward the Sourthen Parts of the Lake, where 
we lliould flay for them among the Illinois. They 
failed the 18th of September with a Wefterly Wind, 
and fir’d a Gun to take their leave. Tho’ the Wind 
was favourable, it was never known what Courle 
they fteer’d, nor how they perifh’d ; for after all the 
Enquiries we have been able to make, we could ne¬ 
ver learn any thing elfe but the following Parti¬ 
culars. 

The Ship came to an Anchor to the North of 
the Lake of the Ulimis, where fhe was feen by fome 
^vages, who told us that they advifed our Men to 
fail along the Coaff, and not towards the middle of 
the Lake, becaufe of the Sands that make the Navi¬ 
gation dangerous when there is any high Wind. Our 
Pilot, as I faid before, was diflatisfy’d, and wGtlld 
fleer as he pleas’d, without hearkning to the Advice 
of the Savages, who, generally fpeaking, have more 
Senfe than the Europeans think at firft; but the Ship 
was^ hardly a League from the Coaft, when it was 
tofs’d up by a violent Storm in fuch a manner, that 
our Men were never heard of fince ; and it is fup- 
pos’d tliat the Sliip ftrudt upon a Sand, and was there 
bury’d. This was a great lofs for M. la Salle and 
other Adventurers; for that Ship, with its Cargo, 
wft above fixty thouiand Livres. This will feem 
incredible to many, but not to thofe who will con- 
fidcr that the Rigging, Anchors, and Goods were 
F 4 brought 
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brought by Canon’s from Quebec to Fort Frontenac* 
which is iiich a vaft Charge, that the Carriage of 
every hundred Weight, either of Anchors, Cabek, 
and the like, coft eleven Livres. 


C ll A P. XXIIL 

An Account of our Emharkment in Canoivs to contkm 
cur DiJcoz^eryj from the Bay (f Puans, to the Miamis 
on the Lake of the Illinois. 

W E left the Voutouatamis on the 19th ofS<^- 
tember to continue our Voyage, being four¬ 
teen Men in all, in four Canou’s. I had the Con- 
dud of the fmaileft, though it carry'd 5’oo Weight 
and two Men; but my Fellow being newly come 
from Europe, and confequently unskilfd to manage 
thefe fort cf Boats, I had the whole trouble upon 
me in any ftormy Weather. The other four Canous 
were laden with a Smith’s Forge, and Iiillruments, 
and Tools for Carpenters, Joyners, and Savvers, be- 
fides our Goods and Arms. 

We Beer’d to the South towards the Continent, 
from which the Ifland of the Voutouatarnis is near for¬ 
ty Leagues diftant ; but about the middle of the 
way, in the Night-time, we were furpriz’d with a 
fudden Storm, whereby we were in ^reat danger. 
The Waves came into our Canon’s ;^^ and the Night 
was fo dark, that we had much ado to keep Com¬ 
pany together : However, we got a-dioar the 
next Day, where we continu'd till the Lake grew 
calm again, which was four Days after. In the 
mean time our Savage went a Hunting, but could 
kill nothing but a Porcupine, which made our Gourds 
and Indian Corn more reliihing. 
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The Weather being fair, we continu’d our Voy¬ 
age the 2^th, and row’d all the Day, and beft part 
of the Night, all along the Weftern Coaft of the 
Like of the Illinois ; but the Wind growing too 
high for us, we thought fit to land upon a Rock, 
where we had nothing to fhelter our felves againft 
the Snow and the Rain but our Blankets. We con¬ 
tinu’d there two Days, having made a little Fire 
with the Wood the Waves did lupply us with. The 
28th we proceeded on our Voyage; but the Wind 
forc’d us towards Night on a Rock cover’d with 
thick Bufties, where we remain’d three Days, and 
there made an end of all our Provifions, which con¬ 
fided of Gourds and Indian Corn we had brought 
from the ?outouatami's. Our Canou’s were fo loaded, 
that we could not provide our felves for a longer 
time, and we expeded to find provifions enough in 
our way. 

We left that difnal Place the i/? of October , and 
ahei tw elve I.eagues rowing, though fading, came 
to another Village of the Voutouatami's, who came 
upon the Shoar to receive us: But M. la Salle would 
notfufferany one to land, left his Men ftiould run 
away ; and notwithftanding the bad Weather, we 
follow’d him three Leagues farther. We were in fo 
great danger, that he Sung himfelf into the Water 
with his three Men, and carry’d a-fhoar their Ca- 
riou upon their Shoulders, for elfe it had been broken 
to pieces. We were all oblig’d to do the fame; and 
by thefe means fay’d our Canou’s and Goods. I 
carry’d upon my Back that good Man Father Ga- 
hrkl, whofe great Age did not permit him to venture 
himfelf into the Water. 

As we had no manner of Acquaintance with the 
Savages of the Village near which we landed,our Men 
prepar’d themfelves to make a vigorous Defence in 
cafe they were attack’d ; and in order to it, polfeifed 
ciir felves of a rifing Ground, where we could not 

be 
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be furpriz’dj and where we might make head againft 
^ great number of Savages. We fent afterwards three 
Men to buy Provifions in the Village with the Calu¬ 
met or Pipe of Peace, which the Voutouatamis of the 
Ifland had given us. I had forgot to mention that 
when they made us that Prefent, they obfeiyd a 
great many Ceremonies; and becaufe that 
of Peace is the moft facred Thing amongft the Sa¬ 
vages, I think fit to defcribe the fame in the next 
Chapter. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

A DeferIpion of the Calumet, or Great Tipe. 

THis Calumet is the moft myfterious Thing in the 
World among the Savages of the Continent of 
the Northern America 5 for it is us’d in all their im¬ 
portant Tranfa(5tions: However, it is nothing elfe 
but a large Tobacco-Pipe made of Red, Black, or 
White Marble: The Head is finely* polifti’d,' and the 
Quilly which is commonly two Foot and a half 
long; is made of a pretty ftrong Reed, or Cane, 
adorn’d with Feathers of all Colours, interlac’d with 
Locks of Womens Hair. They tie to it two Wings 
of the moft curious Birds they find, which makes 
their Calumet not much unlike Mercury^ Wand, or that 
Staff AmbalTadors did formerly carry when they 
went to treat of Peace. They fheath that Reed 
into the Neck of Birds they call Uuarsy which are 
as big as our Geefe, and fpotted with Black and 
White \ or elfe of a fort of Ducks who make their 
Nefts upon Trees, though Water be their ordinary 
Element, and whofe Feathers are of many different 
Colours. However, every Nation adorns the 
met as they think fit according to their own Genius 
and the Birds they have in their Country. 

A Pipe; 
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A Pipe, fuch as I have defcrib’d it, is a Pafs and 
fafe Condua amongft all the Allies of the Nation 
who has given it; and in all Embaffies, the Ambaf- 
fadors carry that Calumet as the Symbol of Peace, 
which is always refpeded; for the Savages are ge¬ 
nerally perfuaded, that a great Misfortune would be- 
fal 'em, if they violated the Publick Faith of the 
Calumet AH their Enterprizes, Delarations^f War, or 
G)nclufion of Peace, as well as all the reft of tr^ir 
Ceremonies, are fealed, if I may be permitted to lay 
fo, with this Calumet, They fill that Pipe with the 
belt Tobacco they have, and then prefent it to thole 
with whom they have concluded any great Auair, 
andfmoak out of the fame after them. I had«r- 
tainly perifh'd in my Voyage, had it not been tor 
this Calumet or Pipe, as the Reader will obierve in 
perufing the following Account. 

Our three Men, provided with this Pipe as a 1 als, 
and very well Arm'd, went to the little Village of 
the Savages, which was about three Leagues from 
the place where we landed; but they found no bo¬ 
dy therein: for the Savages having heard that we 
had refus’d to land at the other Village, thought we 
were Enemies, and therefore had left their Habita¬ 
tion. Our Men finding no body in their Cabins, 
took fome Indian Corn, and left in Head of it lome 
Goods, to let them fee that we were no Robbep, 
nor their Enemies. However, the Savages, to the 
number of twenty Men, arm d with Axes, Imall 
Guns, Bows, and a fort of Club, which in their 
Language they call Break-heads, advancdnear the 
Place where we Hood ; whereupon M. la Salle, with 
four Men very 'well arm'd, went toward them to 
fpeak with them, and defir'd them to come near us, 
for fear, as he fiid, a Party of our Men, who were 
gone a Hunting, Hiould meet with them and kill 
them. They were perfuaded to fit down at the foot 

of the Eminence where we were pdled, and U. la 

Salle 
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Salk fpoke to them all the while of. the fubjeca mat- 
ter of his Voyage, which he had undertaken for 
their good and advantage, as he told them. This 
was only to amufe them till our three Men return’d • 
who appearing with the Calumet of Peace, the Sa¬ 
vages made a great Shoiit, and rofe, and began to 
dance. We made them fome Excufe becaufe of our 
Men having taken fome of their Corn, and told 
them they had left the true Value of it in Goods; 
which they took fo well, that they fent immediately 
for more, and gave us the next Day as much as we 
could conveniently carry in our Canou’s. They 
retir’d towards the Evening ; and M. la SaHe 
order’d fome Trees to be cut down, and laid 
crofs the way, to prevent any Surprize from the 
Savages. 

The next Morning about ten a Clock, the Oldeft 
of them came to us with their Calumet of Peace, and 
entertain’d us with fome wild Goats they had 
taken. We return’d them our'Thanks, and pre- 
fented them with fome Axes, Knives, and feveral 
little Toys for their Wives, with which they were 
very much pleas’d. 


CHAP. XXV. 

A Continuation of our Difco'very ; with an Account of W 
Navigation to the farther End cf the Lake of the Illi¬ 
nois in our Canous, 

W E left that Place the 2d of OBober^ and 
continu’d our Voyage all along the Coaft 
of the Lake, which is fo fteep that we could hardly 
find any Place to land; and the Violence of the 
Wind oblig’d us to drag our Canou’s fometimes 
to the top of the Rocks, to prevent their being 
dalh’d in pieces by the Waves. The ftormy Wea¬ 
ther 
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ther lafted four Days^ during which we fuffer’d 
very much; for every time we went a-fhoar we 
were forc'd to ftep into the Water, and carry our 
Canon’s upon our Shoulders, and to do the like 
when we embark’d again. ■ The Water being very 
cold, moft of us were Tick, and our Provifions fail'd 
us again ; which, together with the Fatigues of 
Rowing, caus'd old Father Gabriel to faint away in 
fuch a manner, that I verily thought he could not 
live j however, I brought him again to his Senfes 
by means of fome ConfeAion of Hyacwth, which 
I found very ufeflil in our Voyage. We had no 
other Subfiftence but a handful of Indian Corn once 
every four and twenty Hours, which we roafted, 
or elfe boyled in Water; and yet we row'd almoft 
every Day from Morning 'till Night. Our Men 
found fome Hawthorn-Berries and other wild Fruit, 
which they ate fo greedily, that moll of them fell 
lick, and were thought to be poifon'd; yet the 
more we fuffer’d, the more by the Grace of God I 
was ftrong and vigorous; fo that I could often out- 
row all our other Canou's. 

Being in that diflrefs, He that takes care of the 
meaneft Creatures, afforded us an unexpected Relief; 
We faw upon the Coafl a great many Ravens and 
Eagles; from whence we conjettur'd that there 
was fome Prey; and having landed on that Place, 
we found above the half of a fat wild Goat, which 
the Wolves had ftrangled. This Provifion was very 
acceptable to us, and the rudefl of our Men could 
not but praife the Divine Providence, who took fo 
particular a care of us. 

Having thus refrefh’d our felves, we continu'd 
our Voyage directly to the Sourthern Parts of the 
Lake, finding every day the Country finer, and the 
Weather more temperate. On the 16th of OBober 
we met with abundance of Game : Our Savage 
kill’d feveral Staggs and wild Goats, aftd our Menr 
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a great many Turkey-Cocks very fat and big, where¬ 
with we provided our felves for feveraK Days, and 
(b embark'd again. On the i8th we came to the 
farther end of the Lake, where we landed: Our 
Men were immediately font to view the Country 
round about that Place, and found a great quantity 
of ripe Grapes, each Grain of which was as big as 
a Damafcen : We fell'd feveral Trees to gather them, 
and made pretty good Wine, which we kept in 
Gourds, and bury’d in Sand to prevent its growing 
lour. All the Trees in that Country are loaded with 
Vines, which, if cultivated, would make as good 
Wine as any in Europe. That Fruit was more re- 
lilhing to us than Flefti, becaufe we wanted Bread. 

Our Men difcover’d fome frefh Prints of Mens 
Feet, which oblig’d us to Band upon our Guard, 
without making any Noife till we had refted fome 
time. That Order was not long obferv'd; for one 
of our Men having efpy’d a Bear up6n a Tree, 
IKot him down dead, and dragg d him to our Ca¬ 
bins. M. la Salle was very angry with him , and to 
avoid any Surprize, put a Sentinal near our Canou’s, 
under which we had put our Goods to fhelter’em 
from the Rain. 

There were fixfcore Savages of the Nation of the 
Outtouagamis inhabiting the Bay of Tuans, encamp’d 
not far from us j who having heard the Noife our 
Man had made, took the Alarm, and fent fome of 
their Men to difcover who we were. Thefe creep¬ 
ing upon their Bellies, and keeping great Silence, 
came in the Night to our Canou’s, and ftole away 
the Coat of M. la Salles Footman, and part of the 
Goods that were under it: But the Sentinel having 
heard fome Noife, call'd us, and every body run 
to his Arms. The Savages being difcover'd, and 
thinking we were more numerous, cry’d. That th^ 
were Friends; but we anfwer'd them. That Friends 
did not come in fo unfeafonable Hours 5 and that 
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they look’d rather like Robbers^ who defign’d to 
murther us: Their Captain reply’d. That having 
heard the Noife of a Gun, and knowing that none of 
their Neighbours ufe Fire-Arms, they thought we 
were a Party of Iro^uefe, and were come with a De- 
fign to murther them : but that underftanding we 
were fome Europeans of Canada, whom they lov’d as 
their Brethren, they could hardly wait till Day to 
vifit us, and fmoak in our Calumet, or large Pipe. 
This is the ufual Compliment of the Savages, and the 
greateft Mark they can give of their AfFediion. 

We feem’d to be fatisfy’d with their Reafons, and 
gave leave to four of them only to come to us, tel¬ 
ling them that we would not fufFer a great number 
becaufe their Youth was addided to fteal, and that 
our Men could not fufFer it. Four old Men came 
to us, whom we entertain’d till Day, and then they 
retir’d. After they were gone, we found we ha 4 
been robb’d 5 and knowing the Genius of the Sa¬ 
vage, and that if we did fufFer this Affront, we 
lliouid be expos’d every Night to their Infults; it 
was refolv’d to exaA Satisfadion from them : Ac¬ 
cordingly M. la Salle Went abroad with fome oPour 
Men, to endeavour to take fome of them Prifoners; 
and having difcover’d one of their Hunters, he feiz’d 
him, and examin’d him concerning the Robbery they 
had committed: He confefs d the Fadt, with all the 
Circumftances; whereupon he left him to the cufto- 
dy of two Men ; and advancing farther into the 
Country, took another, whom he brought along 
with him, and having fhew’d him his Companion, 
lent him back to tell their Captain, That he would 
kill him, unlefr they return’d what they had robb’d. 


CHAP. 


L 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Jn Account of the Teace made between us and the Out- 
touagami’s. 

T H E Savages were mightily puzzl’d at the Mef- 
fage fent by M. la Salle j for having cut in pie- 
ces the Coat, and other Goods they had ftoll’n, and 
divided the Buttons, they could not make a full Re^ 
IHtution ; and therefore they refolv’d to deliver their 
Man by force ; and accordingly the next Morning, 
OBober 30. they advanc’d to attack us. The Peninjuh 
where we were encamp’d, was feparated from the 
Foreii:, where the Savages lay, by a little fandy Plain; 
and there being near the Wood two or three Emi¬ 
nences, M. la Salle refolv’d to poffefs himfelf of the 
higher, and detach’d five Men for that Service, fol¬ 
lowing himfelf at a little diftance with the reft, eve¬ 
ry one having roll’d his Covering about the left Arm, 
to defend themfelves againft the Arrows of the Sava¬ 
ges ;• for there was not above eight of them who had 
Fire-Arms. 

The Savages feeing our Men advancing up to 
them, were frighted 5 and the youngeft retir'd be¬ 
hind a great Tree, but their Captains flood their 
ground, while we polTelled our felves of the Emi¬ 
nence I have already mention’d. I left the two Fr.in‘ 
clfcans reading the ufual Prayers, and went with 
our Men to exhort them to their duty ; for having 
feen fome Battels and Sieges in Europe , I was vet]' 
little afraid of the Savages. I faw two of our Men 
turning pale; but when I had fpoken to them, they 
feem’d hearty enough 5 and M. la Salle was mightily 
pleas’d with my Exhortations. However I conlider’d 
the confequence this Quarrel might have, and how 
advantageous and Chriftian-like it would be to 
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vent the effiifion of Blood, and end it in a friendly 
manner ; therefore I advanc’d towards the oldeft Sa¬ 
vage, who feeing me without any Arms, thought I 
came with a defign to be Mediator, and receiv’d me 
with Civility ; but in the mean time one of our Men 
having obferv’d, that one of the Savages had a piece 
of the Cloth they had ftoll’n about his Head, came 
up to him, and fnatch’d it away. That vigorous 
AtiHon fo much terrify’d the Savages, that though 
they were near fixfcore Men againft eleven, they pre- 
fented me the Pipe or Calumet of Peace, which I re¬ 
ceiv’d. M. la Salle having pafs’d his Word that they 
might come fafe to him, two old Men told him in a 
Speech, That they did not approve what their young 
Men had done ; That they would have reftor d the 
Goods taken, if it had been poflible j but that having 
been cut in pieces, they could do no more but offer 
toreftore what was not fpoii’d, and pay for the reft. 
They prefented us at the fame time with fome 
Gowns made of Beavers-Skins to appeafe M. la Salle, 
who having frown’d a little, told them, That as he 
delign’d to wrong or affront no body, he would nei¬ 
ther fuffer any wrong or affront to be put upon him; 
but that feeing they did not approve what their 
Youth had done, and were willing to mak^; fatif- 
faftion for the fame, he accepted their Offers, and 
would be their Friend. The Conditions were fully 
perform’d, and the Peace happily concluded without 
farther Hoftility. 

The next Day was fpent in Dancing, Feafting, 
and Speeches; and the Chief Captain having taken 
a particular notice of the Behaviour of the Fran- 
(ijeans, (aid, Jhefe Grey Coats we 'value 'very much ; they 

barefoot as well as V’c : They [corn our Beaver-Gowns, 
W i^ufe all other Trefents: They carrf no Arms to kill 
w: They flatter and make much cf our Children, and give 
them Knives and other Toys, without exfeBing any Reward. 
Tbofe amongf us who have been in Canada, tell us. That 
G Onnontio 
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Onnontio (fo they call the Governour) loves them 
very much ; and that they have quitted all to come to fee 
us. Therefore he fleas'd. Thou 'who art Captain of theft 
Men, to leave amongf us one of thefe Grey Coats, •whom 
we fhall bring to our Village , when we have kill'd 
wild Bulls, and make much of him. Thou art likewife 
Mafier of thefe Warriours, and therefore remain amot^ 
us, inftead of going among the Illinois, who have refolvd 
to murther thee and all thy Soldiers : And how canjl tbourt- 
fift fo great a Nation ? 

The Captain of the Savages told us, that the Illi¬ 
nois had burnt alive an Iroquefe, who confefs’d that 
the War the Iroquefe made againft them, had been 
fomented by the Inhabitants of Canada, who hated 
them. He told us alfo many other t(aings, which 
frighted our Men, and made M. la Salle very melan- 
cholly 5 for all the Savages we had already met, had 
told us almoft the fame thing. However, knowing 
how great was the Malice of our Enemies, and there¬ 
fore fufpeding that thefe things might have been fug- 
^efted to the Savages, in order to oblige us to give 
over our Enterprize; or elfe that it was a Con¬ 
trivance of the Neighbours of the Illinois, who were 
afraid that they fhould grow too powerful, if we 
taught them the ufe of Fire-Arms, we relblv’d to 
ga on with our Voyage, taking in the mean rime 
all necelTary Precautions for our Security. We told 
the Outtouagami s. That we were much oblig’d to them 
for their kind Offers and Advice ; but that we were 
not afraid of t\\Q Illinois ^ for the know how 

to gain the Friendlhip of any Nation, by Reafon or 
by Force. ^Tis to be obferv’d, that the Savages be¬ 
ing not able to conceive how the Europeans can have 
more Wit than they, and admiring fome Toys and 
other Things we bring from Europe, own that they 
are but Men, but that we are Spirits, and therefore 
call us fo. 

The 
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The next Day, November i. we embark’d' on the 
Lake of the Illinois, and came to the Mouth of the 
River of the Miamts, which runs from the South, 
and falls into the Lake. We had appointed that Place 
for our Rendezvous, and cxpeded to meet there the 
twenty Men we had left at MiJJilimakinak ; who be¬ 
ing order’d to come along th6 other Goaft of the 
Lake, had a much Ihorter cut than we, and befides 
iheir Canon’s were not fo much loaded as ours. 
However, we found no body there, nor any Mark 
whereby it could appear that they had been in that 
Place. We refolv’d to tell M. la Salk, that it was 
not fit to tarry any longer for them, nor expofe our 
lelves to the Hardfhip of the Winter; and that it 
would be then very difficult to meet with the Illi- 
wi/, becaufe they divided themfelves into Tribes or 
Families, to fubiift more conveniently; that if we 
were forc’d to remain there during the Winter, and 
that the Game fhould come to fail us, all his Men 
would certainly perifh with Hunger ; whereas we 
might exped to find fome Indian Corn amongfl: the 
PMnois, who would rather fupply with Provifions 
fourteen Men than two and thirty. We told him 
likewife, that it would be in a manner impoffible to 
continue our Voyage till the Winter' was over, if 
he tarry’d any longer, becaufe the Rivers would be 
frozen all over, and therefore we could not make 
ufeof our Canon’s. Notwithftanding thefe Reafons, 
M. la Salle told us, that it was necelTary to expedt 
the reft pf his Men, becapfe we fiiould be then in a 
Condition to difcover our felves to thQ Jllinois, and 
make an Alliance with them ; whereas we Ihould 
be expos’d to their Mercy and Scorn, if we offer’d 
to enter their Country with fo few Men ; but that 
m the mean time he would endeavour to meet with 
fome of that Nation, and gain them by Prefents to 
learn their Language j concluding, that although all 
bis Men ihould run away, he would remain alone 
G z with 
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with our Savage, and find means to maintain die 
Three Miffionaries, meaning I and my two Bre- 
tliren. 

Having therefore call’d his Men together, he told 
them. That he was refolv’d to exped the reft of 
their Companions; and propos’d to build a Fort in 
that Place for fecuring our Ship ; for we did not 
know then that it had perifh’d ; as alfo to fecure our 
Goods and our felves too, in cafe of any Difgrace. 
Our Men feem’d very much diffatisfied ; but he us’d 
fo many Reafons, that they told him at laft, they 
would entirely follow his Dire6lion. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

An Account of the Building of a Fort and a Houfe near tht 
River 0/ Miamis. 

J uft at the Mouth of the River, there was was 
an Eminence, with a kind of a Platform naw- 
rally fortify’d : It was pretty high and fteep, ot a 
Triangular Form, defended on two fides by the Ri¬ 
ver, and on the other by a deep Ditch, which tw 
Fall of Waters had made. We fell’d the Treestha 
were on the tcro of that Flill, and having clear d tlv 
fame from Bufhes for about two Musket-lhot, we be 
gan to build a Redoubt of forty Foot long, aw 
eighty broad, with great fquare pieces of Tina^ 
laid one upon the other ; and prepar’d a great Nuw 
her of Stakes of about twenty five Foot long, t 
drive into the Ground, to make our Fort themoi 
unacceffible on the River fide. We imploy’d rt 
whole Month of November about that 
was very hard, though, we had no other Fom bi 
the Bears-flefii our Savage kill’d. Thofe Beaus a 
very common in that place, becaufe of the ge 
quantity of Grapes they find there j but their Pf 
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being too fat and lulhious, our Men began to be 
weary of it, and defir’d leave to go a hunting, to 
kill lome wild Goats. M. la Salle deny’d them that 
Liberty, which caus'd fome Murmurs amongft thein; 
and it was but unwillingly that they continu’d their 
Work. This together with the approach of the Win¬ 
ter, and the apprehenfion M. la Salle had that his 
Ship was loft, made him very melancholy, though 
he conceal’d it as much as he could. ^ We had made 
a Cabin, wherein we perform’d Divine Service eve¬ 
ry Sunday, and Father Gabriel and I, who preach’d 
alternatively, took care to take fuch Texts as were 
fuitable to our prefent Circumftances, and fit to in- 
fpire us with Courage, Concord, and brotherly Love. 
Our Exhortations produc’d a very good EfFecft, and 
hindred cur Men from deferring, as they defign d. 

We founded in the mean time, the Mouth of the 
River, and having found a Sand on which our Ship 
might ftrike, we fix’d two great pofts therein,to which 
wefaftned Bear-Skins as fo many Buoys to dir^ 
the Courfe of our Ship through the Channel Ihe 
ought to pafs; and for a greater Precaution, two 
Men were lent back to Mijfilimakinak, to wait there 
till the return of our Ship, and ferve as Pilots. 

' The 2cth of November M. Tonti arriv’d with two 
^ Qnou’s laden with Stags and Deers, which was a 

* welcom Refrelhment to our Men, but he did not 
f bring above half of our Men with him, the reft be¬ 
ing left on the other fide of the Lake, within three 
Days Journey from our Fort. M. la Salle was very 
an^iy with him upon that Account, being afraid 

® that they would run away.^ 

* They told us that our Ship had not put into the 
I Ba)- of Mijfilimakinak, as they were order’d, and 
® ihat they had heard nothing of her fince we fail’d, 

notv/ithftanding they had enquir’d as mudi as they 
^ could, from the Savages inhabiting the Coaft of the 
Lake. This confumd the Sufpicion, or rather the 
I” G 7 Belief 
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Belief we had that Ihe was caft away: However, 
M. la Salk continu'd the Building of his Fon, 
which was at laft perfedled, and call'd Fert Miamis. 

The Winter drawing fo nigh, and M. la Salk be¬ 
ing afraid that the Ice would ftop his Voyage, fent 
back M. Tonti to fetch the Men he had left, and 
command them to come to him immediately; but 
meeting with a violent Storm, their Canou was dri¬ 
ven againft the Coaft, and broke in pieces, whereby 
they loft their Guns and Equipage, and were oblig’d 
to return over-land. Few Days after, all our Men 
arriv'd except two, who deferted ; fo that we pre¬ 
par'd our felves to continue our Voyage, the Rains 
that fell about that time having melted the Ice, and 
made the Rivers navigable. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


A Continuation of our Voyage from Fort Miamis fo fi&f 
Rluer of the Illinois.- 

E embark’d on the Third of December , being 



V V Three and thirty Men in Eight Canou's, 
and having left the Lake of the Illinois^ went up 
the River Miamis, which we had founded before. 
We made about five and twenty Leagues to the 
South-Weft, butcou’d not difcover the Place where 
we were to land, and carry our Canou's and Equi¬ 
page into the River of the Illinois, which falls into 
that of Mfchapfi ; that is, in the Language of the 
Illinois, the Great Ri'ver. We had already paffed the 
place of xhei 'Porfage, but not knowing whereabouts we 
were, we thought fit to ftay there, to exped M. 
Salle,, who was landed to view the Country: We 
ftaid a great wliile, and feeing he did not come, I 
went very far into the Woods with two of our Men, 
who fir'd their Guns to give him notice of the Phce 


where 
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where we were; and in the mean time two others 
went up the River in their Canou, in order to find 
him out; but all our Endeavours were in vain^ fb 
that we return’d towards Evening. 

The next Day I went up the River my felf, but 
hearing nothing of him, I came back, and found 
our Men very much perplex’d, fearing he was loft; 
but about four a-clock in the Afternoon he return’d 
to us, having his Face and Hands as black as Pitch. 
He brought along with him two Beafts as big as Mask’d 
Rats, whofe Skins was very fine, and like Erniins. 
He had kill’d them with a Stick,.as they hung by 
their Tails to the Boughs of Trees. 

He told us, that the Marfties he had met in his 
way, had oblig’d him to fetch a great Compafs; and 
that being much annoy’d by the Snow which fell 
very thick, it was paft Midnight before he could 
arrive upon the Banks of the River ; where he fir’d 
his Gun twke, and that hearing noanfwer, he con¬ 
cluded we were gone up higher, and had therefore 
march’d that way. He added, that after three Hours 
March, he faw a Fire upon a little Hill, whither 
he went diredly, and hail’d ds feveral Times, but 
hearing no Amwer, he approach’d and found no 
Body near the Fire, hyt only fome dry Herbs, up¬ 
on which a Man was a little while afore laid, as 
he conjedur’d, becaufe they were ftill warm. He 
fuppos’d that it was a Savage, who lay thereabouts 
in an Ambufeade, and therefore call’d to him in 
two or three Languages; but no Body anfwering, 
he cry’d as loud as he could, that to ftiew he was 
not afraid of him, he was going to lie in his room. 
However, for fear of any Surprize, he cut feveral 
Boughs and Bufties, to embarafs the way, and lat 
down by the Fire,which had made his Hands and Face 
black, as I have obferv’d. Having thus warm’d and 
refted himfelf, he lay down upon the dry FJerbs the 
Savage had gather’d under a Tree, and flept very 
G 4 well. 
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well, notwithftanding the Froft and Snow. Father 
Gabriel and I defir’d him to remain with his Men, 
and not expofe himfelf for the future, becaufe the 
Succefs of our Enterprize-depended only upon Iiim; 
and he promis’d us to follow our Advice. 

Our Savage, who remain’d behind for hunting, 
finding none of us at the Place of the Tortage, came 
up higher on the River, and told us, we had mill 
it; therefore he was fent back with all our Ca. 
nou’s, except one which I kept ; for M. la Salk was fo 
weary, that he was oblig’d to lie there that Night. 

I made a little Cabin with Mats of Marifii Ruihes, 
v/herein we lay together, but were in great danger 
of being burnt, for it took fire by an unhappy Ac¬ 
cident, while we were faft afleep. The next Morn¬ 
ing we joyn’d our Men at the Place of Vortm^ 
where Father Gabriel had made the Day before le- 
veral Croffes upon the Trees, that we might not 
mifs it another time. We found there a great quan¬ 
tity of fiorns and Bones of wild Bulls, as alfo fome 
Canoii’s the Savages had made with the Skins of 
Beafls, to crofs the River with their Provifions. This 
Vcrtage lies at the farther End of a large Champion 
piece of Ground ; and at the other End, to the Well, 
lies a Village of the Savages Miami MafcouteinsjUCi^ 
Oiatinon, who live together. The River of the Illi¬ 
nois h^s its Source near that Village, and fprings out 
of fome marlhy Lands, which are as fo many Quag¬ 
mires, that one can fcarcely walk over them. The 
Head of the River is 6nly a League and half from 
that ^ of Miamisj and fo our Vortage was not long. 
We mark’d the way from Place to Place with Ibrae 
Trees for the convenience of thofe we expe(fted af¬ 
ter us 5 and left at the Portage, as well as Fort Mia- 
mis. Letters hanging down from the Trees, contain¬ 
ing M. la Salle's InRrudtions to our Pilot, and the 
other five and twenty Men, who were to come with | 
him 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Account of our Emhrbnent at the Head of the Rher 
of the Illinois. 

T His River is navigable within a hundred Paces 
from its Source; I mean for Caipu’s of Ba^ 
of TreeSj and not for others; but it increafes lo 
much a little way from thence^ that it is as deep 
and broad as the Meufe and the Samhre- joy*> ^ 
then It runs through vaft MarfheSj and mough it 
be rappid enough, it makes fo many Turnings and 
Windings, that after a whole Day^s Journey, we 
found we were hardly two Leagues froin the Place 
we left in the Morning. That Country is nothing 
but Marfhes full of Alder-^Trees and Rulhes ,• and 
we could have hardly found for forty Leagues toge¬ 
ther, any Place to plant our Cabins, had it not 
been for the Froft, which made the Earth more firm 
and folid. 

Having paft through great Marfhes, we found a 
vaft Plain, on which nothing grows but only fome 
Herbs, which were dry at that time, and burnt, be- 
caufe the Mlamts fet them on fire every Year, in 
their hunting wild Bulls, as I fhall mention anon. 
We found no manner of Game, which vvas a great 
Difappointment to us, our Provifions beginning to 
fail. Our Men travelled about fixty Miles without 
killing any thing elfe but a lean Stag, a fmall vvild 
Goat, fome few Swans, and two Buftards, which 
was no fiifficient Maintenance for two and thirty 
Men, Moft of them were fo weary of this^ labo¬ 
rious Life, that they would have run away, if pof- 
fible, and gone to the Savages, who were not very 
far from us, as we judg’d by the great Fires we 
faw in the Plain. There muft be an innumerable 

quantity 
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quantity of wild Bulls in that Couniry, fincethe 
Earth is cover’d with their Horns. The Miami s hunt 
them towards the latter end of Autumn, 

We continu’d our Courfe upon this River veiy 
near the whole Month of December ; but toward the 
latter end of the faid Months i^79* we arriv’d at 
the Village of the Illinois, which-lies near one hun¬ 
dred-and thirty Leagues from Fort Miamh, on the 
Lake of the Illinois. We fufFer’d very much in this 
Paffage; for the Savages having fet the Herb of 
the ftain on fire^ the wild Bulls were fled away, 
and fo we could kill but one, and fome Turkey^ 
Cocks. God’s Providence fupported us all the while; 
and when we thought that the Extremities we were 
i educ’d to, were paft all hopes of Remedy, we found 
a prodigious big wild Bull, lying fall in the Mud of 
the River. We kill’d him and had much ado to get 
him out of the Mud. This was a great Refrelliment 
to our Men, and reviv’d their Courage ; for being 
fo timely and unexpedly reliev’d, they concluded 
that God approv’d our Defign. 


CHAP. XXX. 

A Defcription of the Hunting df the iviU Bulls and Cmy 
by the Savages ; Of the bignefs of thofe Beafts*^ ad 
of the Advantages and Improvements thitt may he male 
of the Vlain where they Pafiure ; and of the Wooii 
thereabouts. 


\A7Hen the Savages difcover a great Number. o( 
^ ^ thofe Beafts together, they likewife alTem- 
ble their whole Tribe to encompals the Bulls, anf 
then fet on fire the dry Herbs about them, except in 
fome places, which they leave free; and therein lay 
themfelves in Ambufcade. The Bulls feeing the 
Flame round about them, run away through thofe 
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quantity of wild Bulls in that Counwy, finced 
Earth is cover’d with their Horns. The Miami s hua 
them towards the latter end of Autumn. 

We continu’d our Courfe upon this River ven 
near the whole Month of December ; but toward tly 
latter end of the faid Months 1679.' we arriv’d a 
the Village of the Illinois^ which- lies near one hun. 
dred and thirty Leagues from Fort Miamis, on the 
Lake of the Illinois. We fuffer’d very much in tU 
Paflage; for the Savages having fet the HerU 4 
the Plain on fire, the wild Bulls were fled awa^ 
and fo we could kill but one, and fome Turkew 
Cocks. God’s Providence fupported us-all the whilej 
and when we thought that the Extremities we weit 
i educ’d to, were part all hopes of Remedy, we found 
a prodigious big wild Bull, lying fall: in the Mud of 
the River. We kill’d him and had much ado to gejj 
him out of the Mud. This was a great RefreflimcM 
to our Men, and reviv’d their Courage ,• for beiM 
fo timely and unexpedly reliev’d, they conclu^ 
that God approv’d our Defign. f 


CHAP. XXX. i 

A Defcription of the Hunting df the wild, Bulls and CovisJ 
bj the Sa'vages y Of the bigmfs of thofe Beafts; a«k 
f the Advantages and Improvements thiit may be madt\ 
of the Blain where they Bafittre'y and of the Wooit 
thereabouts. 

7 Hen the Savages difcover a great Number, of 
^ ' thofe Beafts together, they likewife alTem- 
ble their whole Tribe to encornpMs the Bulls, and'^ 
then fet on fire the dry Herbs about them, except in 
fome places, which they leave &ee; and therein lay 
themfelves in Ambufcade. The Bulls feeing the 
Flame round about them, run away through thofe , 
PalTagcJl 






















a Large Country in America. 91 

PalTages where they fee no Fire; and there fall into 
the Hands of the Savages, who by thefe Means wiU 
kill fometimes above fixfcore in a day. They divide 
thefe Beafts according to the number of each Family; 
and fend their Wives to flay them, and bring the Flefli 
to their Cabins. Thefe Women are fo lufty and 
ftrong, that they carry on their Back two or three 
hundred weight, befides their Children; and not- 
withftanding that Burthen, they run as fwiftly as any 
of our Soldiers with their Arms. 

Thofe Bulls have a very fine Coat, more like Wooll 
than Hair, and their Cows have it longer than the 
Males; their Horns are almoft black, and much 
thicker, though (bmewhat fliorter than thofe of £«- 
rofe: Their Head is of a prodigious Bignefs, as well 
as their Neck very thick, but at the fame time ex- . 
ceeding fliort: They have a kind of Bump between 
the two Shoulders: Their Legs are big and fliort, co¬ 
ver’d with long Wooll; and they have between the 
two Horns an ugly Bufli of Hair, which falls upon 
their Eyes, and makes them look horrid. 

The Flefli of thefe Beafts is very relifliing, and 
full of Juice, efpecially in Autumn ; for having gra¬ 
zed all the Summer long in thofe vaft Meadows, 
where the Herbs are as high as they, they are then 
very fat. There is alfb amongft them abundance of 
Stags, beers, and wild Goats ; and that nothing 
might be wanting in that Country, for the Conve¬ 
nience of thofe Creatures, there are Forefts at cer¬ 
tain diftances, where they retire to reft, and flicker 
themfelves againft the violence of the Sun. 

They change their Country according to the Sea- 
fpns of th^ Year; for upon the approach of the Win¬ 
ter, they leave the North to go to the Southern Parts. 
They follow one another, fo that you may fee a 
Drove of them for above a League together, and flop 
all at the lame place; and the Ground where they 
ufe to lie is cover’d with wild Purflain ; which makes 
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me believe, that the Cows Dung is very fit to pro, 
duce that Herb. Their Ways are as beaten as our 
great Roads, and no Herb grows therein. They 
iwini over the Rivers they meet in their Way, to go 
and graze in other Meadows. But the Care of the 
Cows for their Young Ones, cannot be too much 
admir'd j for there being in thofe Meadows a great 
quantity of Wolves, who might furprize them, they 
go to calve in the Iflands of the Rivers, from whence 
they don't flir till the young Calves are able to foi- 
low them ; for then they can protet^f them againft 
any Beaft whatfoever. 

Thefe Bulls being very convenient for the Subfi- 
ftence of the Savages, they take care not to fcare 
them from their Country ; and they purfue only 
thofe whom they have wounded with their Arrows; 
But thefe Creatures multiply in fuch a manner, that 
uotvvithftanding the great Numbers they kill every 
Year, they are as numerous as ever. 

The Women fpin the Wooll of thefe Bulls, and 
make Sacks thereof to carry their Flefh in, which 
they dry in the Sun, or broil upon Gridirons. They 
have no Salt, and yet they prepare their Flefh fo well, 
that it keeps above four Months without breeding 
any Corruption ; and it looks then fo fiefh, that one 
wou'd think it was newly kill'd. They commonly 
boil it, and drink the Broth of it inftead of Water. 
This is the ordinary Drink of all the Savages of 
m&rka, who have no Commerce with the Ealropeans. 
We follow’d their Example in this particular; and it 
muft be confefs'd, that that Broath is very whol- 
fome. 

The Skin of one of thofe Bulls ufually weighs 
about fixfcore Pound ; but the Savages make ufe only 
of the thinneft part, as that of the Belly, which they 
drefs with the Brains of all forts of Beafts, and there¬ 
by make it as foft as our Shamois Skins. They paint 
them with feveral Colours^ and adorn with pte 
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of Porcupine-Skins, red and white, the Gowns they 
make thereof, to appear fplendidly at Feafts, and on 
other (blemn Occafions. They make other Gowns 
againlt cold Weather, wherewith they cover them- 
felves during the Winter; but thefe plain Gowns, 
cover’d with curfd Wooll, are, in my Opinion, the 
hneft as well as the beft. 

When they kill any Cows, their young Calves fol¬ 
low them, and lick their Hands. They bring them 
to their Children, who eat them, after having for 
fome time play’d with them. They keep the Hoofs 
of thoie little Creatures, and when they are very 
dry, they tie them to fome Wand, and move them 
according to the various Poftures of thofe who fing 
and dance. This is the moft ridiculous Mufical In- . 
ftrument that I ever met with. 

Thefe young Calves might be eafily tam’d, and 
made ufe of to plow the Land, which would be very 
advantageous to the Savages. Thefe Bulls find in all 
Seafons Forrage to fubfift by ; for if they are fur- 
priz’d in the Northern Countries by the Snow, be¬ 
fore they can reach the Southern Parts, they have 
the dexterity to remove the Snow, and eat the Grafs 
under it. They bellow like our European Bulls, but 
not fo frequently. 

Though thefe Bulls are taller and bigger than thole 
of Europe, they are however fo fwift, that no Savage 
can overtake them : They are lb timorous, that they 
run away from any Man, except when they are 
wounded ; for then they are dangerous, and often 
kill the Savage who purlues them. ’Tis a diverting 
Profpea to fee near the Banks of the Rivers, feveral 
Droves of thofe Bulls of about four or five hundred 
together, grazing in thofe green Meadows. 

There are feveral other Beafts in that Country, as 
I obferv’d in my Account of Loulfiana, as Stags, wild 
Goats, Beavers, and Otters; there are alfo Buftards, 
which have an excellent Tafte ^ Swans, Tortoifes, 

Turkey- 
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Turkey-Cocks^ Parrots^ and Partridges. Thereat 
alfo an incredible quantity of Pelicans, whofe B| 
are of a prodigeous Size ; and a great many otha 
forts of Birds, and other Beafts. 

The Rivers are plentifully ftock’d with FiHi, and 
the Soil is very fertile. The Forefts afford all man. 
ner of Timber fit for Building , and efpecially Oak- 
which is there much better'than in Canada^ and 
would be excellent for building Ships. That Timbc 
might be fquar’d, faw’d, and ready prepar’d upon 
the Spot, and brought over into Europe ; whicli 
would be very convenient, and give time to the 
Trees of our Forefts to grow, whereas they are in a 
manner exhaufted. 

There are in thofe Forefts abundance of Trees bear¬ 
ing good Fruit, and of wild Vines, which produce 
Bunches of Grapes a foot and a half long, and of 
which when ripe may be made very good Wine. 
One may fee there alfo large Countries cover’d witli 
good Hemp, growing naturally fix or feven foot in 
height. In ftiort, by the Experiments I made among 
the IJlati, and the Illinois, I am perfwaded. that the 
Soil of that Country would produce all manner of 
Corn, Fruits, &c. even more plentifully than in any 
part of Europe , feeing there are two Crops every 
Year. 

The Air is very temperate, clear, and open, and 
the Country water’d with feveral Lakes, Brooks, 
and Rivers, which are for the moft part navigable. 
The Gnats and other little Flies that are fo trouble- 
fome in Canada, and fome other dangerous Beafts, 
are unknown in this Country ; which in two Years 
time might fupply its Inhabitants, if cultivated, 
with all things neceffary for Life, without wanting 
any thing from Europe ; and the Iflands of AmmcHy 
with Wine, Bread, and Flefh. The Bucamers might 
kill in that Country a greater number of Bulls than 
in all the Iflaiids they refort to. There are Mines of 
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Coal, Slate, and Iron; and feveral Pieces of fine red 
Copper, which I have found now and then upon the 
Surface of the Earth, makes me believe that there 
are Mines of it; and doubtlefs of other Metals and 
Minerals, which may be difcover d one time or ano¬ 
ther. They have already found Allom in the Coun¬ 
try of thQ Iroefuefe. 


CHAP, XXXI. 

Jn Account of our Arrival to the Country of the Illinois, 
me of the mofi numerous Nations of the Savages of 
America. ^ 

T^is Word Illinois comes, as it has been already ob- 
^ ferv’d, from lUini, which in the Language of that 
Nation llgnifies A verfeB and accomplifli^d Man, The 
Villages of the Illinois are fituated in a Marfiiy Plain, 
about the Fortieth Degree of Latitude, on the Right 
fide of the River, which is as broad as the Meufe, 

Their greateft Village may have in it Four or five i 

bundled Cabins, every Cabin five or fix Fires, and 
each fire one or two Families, who live together in 
great Concord. Their Cabins are covered with Mats 
of flat Rufiies, fo clofely few’d together, that no 
Wind, Rain, or Snow can go thro’ it. The Union 
that reigns amongft that Barbarous People, ought to 
cover with Shame the Chriftians ; amongft whom 
we can fee no Trace of that brotherly Love, which 
united the Primitive ProfelTors of Chriftianity. 

When the Savages have gather’d in their Indian 
Com, they dig fome Holes in the Ground, where 
they keep it for Summer-time, becaufe Meat does not 
keep in hot Weather ; whereas they have very little 
occafion for it in Winter; and ’tis then their Cuftom 
to leave their Villages, and with their whole Families 
to go a hunting wild Bulls, Beavers, &c, carrying 

with 
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with them but a (mall quantity of their Corn, whieli 
however they value fo much, that the^ moft fenfible 
Wrong one can do them, in their Opinion, is to take 
fome of their Corn in their abfence. We found no 
Body in the Village, as we had forefeen ; for the 
linots had divided themfelves, according to their Cu- 
llom, and were gone a hunting. Their Abfence 
caus’d a great Perplexity amongft us; for we want¬ 
ed Provifions, and yet durft not meddle with the h 
dian Corn the Savages had laid under Ground, for j 
their Subfiftence, and to fow their Lands with. How-! 
ever, our Neceffity being very great, and it being 
impoffible to continue our Voyage without any Pro- i 
vifions, efpecially feeing the Bulls and other Beads 
had been driven from the Banks of the River, by 
means of Fire, as I have related in my former Chap- j 
ter, M. la Salle refolv’d to take about forty Bulhels 
of Corn, in hopes to appeafe the Savages with fomc 
Prefents. 

We embark’d again with thefe frefli Provifions, 
and continu’d to fall down the River, which runs 
directly to the South. Four Days after, being the 
Firft of January, 1680. we faid Mafs; and having 
wiili’d a happy New-year to M. la Salle, and to all 
others, I thought fit to make a pathetical Exhortati¬ 
on to our Grumblers, to encourage them to go on 
chearfully, and infpire them with Union and Con-, 
cord. Father Gabriel, Zenobe, and I, embrac’d chep 1 
afterwards 5 and they promis’d us to continue firm in 
their Duty. The lame Day we went thro’ a Dke 
form’d by the River, about (even Leagues long, and 
one broad. The Savages call that Place Vimiteoui] 
that is, in their Tongue, A Flace 'ivhere there u ^ 
dance of fat Bea/s. When the River of the /to 
freezes, which is but feldom, it freezes only to this 
Lake, and never from thence to the Mefchafif, inw 
which this River falls. M. la Salle obferv’d here ths 
Elevation of the Pole, and found that this Lake lip 
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in the Latitude of thirty three Degrees and forty five 
Minutes. 

We had been inform'd that the Illinois were our 
Enemies j and therefore M. la Salle had refolv’d to 
ufe all manner of Precaution when we fhould meet 
with them ; but we found our felves on a fudden in 
the middle of their Camp, whidi took up both Tides 
of the River. M. la Salle order'd immediately his 
Men to make their Arms ready, and brought his Ca- 
nou's into a Line, placing himfelf to the Right, and 
M. Tonti to the Left; fo that we took almoft the 
whole breadth of the River. The Illinois, who had 
not yet difcover’d our Fleet, were very much fur- 
priz’d to fee us coming fo fwiftly upon them ; for 
the Stream was extraordinary rapid in that Place: 
Some run to their Arms; but moft took their Flight, 
with horrid Cries and Howlings. 

The Current brought us in the mean time to their 
Camp; and M. la Salle went the very firft a-fhoar, 
follow'd by his Men ; which encreas'd the Confterna- 
tion of the Savages, whom we might have eafily de¬ 
feated ; but as it was not our Defign, we made a 
Halt to give them time to recover themfelves, and fee 
that we were no Enemies. M. la Salle might have 
prevented their Confufion, by fhewing his Calumet, 
or Pipe of Peace ; but he was afraid the Savages 
wou'd impute it to our Weaknefk 

The Illinois being exceedingly terrify'd, tho’ they 
•were feveral thouund Men, tender'd us the Calumet 
of Peace ; and then we offer'd them ours; which 
being accepted on both Tides, an extraordinary Joy 
fucceeded the terrible Fears the had been under upon 
our landing. They Tent immediately to fetch back 
thofe wlio fled away ; and Father Zenohe and I went 
to their Cabins. We took their Children by the 
Hand, and exprels'd our Love for them with all the 
Signs we cou'd : We did the like to the Old Men, 
having Compaffion of thofe poor Creatures, who 
H are 



^ ^ 

p8 A New Vtfcoyery of * 

are fo miferable as to be ignorant of their Creator 
and Redeemer. 

Moft of the Savages/ who had run away upon our 
landings underftanding that we were Friends, re¬ 
turned ; but fome others had been fo terrifi’d, that 
they did not come back till three or four Days after, 
that they were told that we had fmoak’d in their C^- 
lumet of Peace. In the mean time we had difeours'd 
the Chief of th® Illinois by our Interpreter, and told 
them, that we were Inhabitants of Canada, and 
their Friends; that we were come to teach them the 
Knowledge of the Captain of Heaven and Earth, 
and > the Ufe of Fire-arms, which were unknown to 
them ; with feveral other things relating to their Ad¬ 
vantage. We were forc’d to make ufe of thefe me¬ 
taphorical Expreflions, to give them fome Idea of the 
Supreme DEITY. They heard our Difcouifes 
with great attention, and afterwards gave a great 
Shout for Joy, repeating thefe Words: Tepatoui-Nib ; 
That is. Welly my Brother^ my Friend 5 thou hafi dm 
well. Thefe Savages have more Hamanity than all 
the others of the Northern America ; and underftaod- 
ing the Subjed of our Errand, exprefs’d great Gra¬ 
titude thereupon. They rubb’d our Legs and Feet 
near the Fire, with Oil of Bears and Wild Bulls Fat, 
which, after much Travel, is an incomparable Re- 
frelhment; and prefented us fbme Flefh to eat, put¬ 
ting the three firlt Morfels into our Mouth with great 
Ceremonies. This is a great piece of Civility amongtt 
them. 

M. la Salle prefented them with fome Tobacco 
from Mahinicoy and fome Axes; and told them, that 
he had defir’d them to meet to treat about fome 
weighty Matters; but that there was one in parti¬ 
cular, which he would difeourfe them upon before 
any other. He added, that he knew how necJejfery 
their Corn was to them ; but that being reduc’d to 
an unfpeakable Neceflity when he came to their Vil¬ 
lage, 
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lage, and feeing no probability to fubfift^ he had been 
forc’d to take fonie Corn from their Habitations 
without their leave : That he would give ’em Axes, 
and other things, in lieu of it, if they could fpare it; 
that if they could not, they were free to take it 
again j concluding. That if they were not able to 
fupply us with Provifions, he defign’d to continue 
; his Voyage, and go to their Neighbours, who would 
heartily give him what was necefljiry for his Subfi- 
ftence; but however, to fliew them his Kindnefs, he 
would leave a Smith among them, to mend their 
Axes and other Tools we fhould fupply them with. 
The Savages having confider’d our Propofals, granted 
all our Demands, and made Alliance with us. ^ 
We were oblig’d to ufe many Precautions to make 
I our Alliance lafting and folid, becaufe our Enemies 
did their utmoft to prevent it. The very fame Day 
we came to the Camp of the Illinois, one of the 
Chief Captains of the Mafcoutens, whole Name was 
Monf}, arriv’d alfo with fome Miami s, and other 
young Men, who brought with them fome Axes, 
Knives, Kettles, and other Goods. Our Enemies 
had chofen him for that Embaffie, knowing that the 
Illinois would rather believe him than the Miami's, 
becaufe they had never been in War with the Mafcou- 
uns. This Savage arriv’d pretty late, and caball'd all 
tlie Night long againfl: us: He told them. That M. 
In Salle was a great Friend of the Iroquefc, who were 
to follow him fpeedily, with fome of the Eurofeans 
from Canada, to invade them, and deftroy their Na¬ 
tion j and that he was fent by fome of the Europeans 
themfelves, who could not approve that Treachery 
of their Country-men, to give them notice thereof, 
that they might not be furpriz’d. He enforc’d his 
Arguments, by prefenting them with all the Goods 
He had brought along with him ; and thinking he 
had gain’d his Point, went back the fame Night, fear¬ 
ing, with much Reafon, that M. la Salle would re- 
H a Tent 






loo A New Vifcovery of 

fent that Mafter-piece of Villany, and punifh him 
for it. The Illinois were affembled in Council all the 
Nighty ('for they never treat of any fecret Affairs du¬ 
ring the Day ) and did not know what Meafures to 
take; for tho’ they did not believe all the Stories the 
Mafcouten had made unto them^ yet the next Day 
they appear’d very indifferent, and miftruftful of us. 
As they feem'd to contrive fomething againft us, we 
began to be uneafie ; but M. la Salle, who fufpeded 
that their fudden Alteration towards us was the Ef- 
fed of a falfe Report, made fuch Prefents to one of 
their Chiefs, that he told him all the Particulars of 
the Embaflie and Negotiation of Monfo ; and there¬ 
by enabled him to remove the Jealoufie of the Illinois, 
and confound the wicked Befigns of our Enemies, 
He manag’d that Point with fuch Dexterity, that 
he did not only regain the Friend/hip of that Nation, 
but iikewife undeceiv’d the Mafcouten and Miami s\ 
and was Mediator between the latter and the Illinois, 
who by his means made an Alliance, which lafted all 
the while we remain’d in thofe Countries. 


CHAP. XXXII. 

An Account of what hafned to us while we remain d 
among the Illinois, till the Building of a Neiv Fort. 

S Ome Days after, Nikanape, Brother to Chejfapu- 
aj/e, the moft confiderable Chief of the Illinois, 
who was then abfent, invited us to a great Feaft; 
and before we fate down to eat, made a long Speech, 
very different from what the other Captains had toW 
us upon our arrival. He faid that he had invited us 
not fo much to give us a Treat, is to endeavour to 
diffuade us from the Refolution we had taken, to go 
down to the Sea by the great River Mefchafipi. ft 
added. That fsveral had periih’d, having veatufd 

upon 
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upon the fame Enterprize^ the Banks of that River 
being inhabited by barbarous and bloody Nations^, 
whom we fhould be unable to relirt, notwichdanding 
our Valour and the Goodnefs of our Arms; that that 
River was full of dangerous Monfters^ as Crocodiles, 
Tritons, ( meaning a Sea-numfler ) and Serpents; 
that fuppofing the Barque we defign’d to build was big 
enough to protect us againft the Dangers he had men¬ 
tion d, yet it would avail us nothing againft another 
which was inevitable : For, faid he, the Rl-ver Mef- 
chafipi is fo full of Rocks and Falls towards its Mouth, 
tbiit the Rapidity bf the Current cannot he mafter d, which 
will carry your Barcfue into a horrid Whirlpool, that (wal¬ 
lows up ezfcry thing that comes near it ; and even the River . 
it felf, which appears no more, lofitig it felf in that hide¬ 
ous and bottumlejf Gulf. 

He added fo many other Circumftances, and ap¬ 
pear’d fo ferious, and fo much concern’d for us, that 
two of our Men, who underftood their Language^ 
but not their Politicks, were movtd at it, and their 
Fear appear’d in their Faces. We obferv’d it, but 
could not help it; for it would be an iirfpardonable 
Affront to interrupt a Savage; and befides, we had 
perhaps encreas’d the Alarms of our Men. When 
Nikanape had made an end of his Difcourfe, we an- 
fwcr’d him in fo calm a manner, that he cou’d not 
fancy we were furpris'd at his Obje(ftions againft our 
Voyage. 

Our Interpreter told him, by order of M. la Salle, 
that we were much oblig’d to him for the Advices he 
gave us; but that the Difficulties and Dangers he had 
mention’d, would make our Enterprize ftill more 
glorious; that we fear’d the Mafter of the Life of all 
Men, who rul’d the Sea, and all the World ^ and 
therefore wou’d think it a Happinefs to lay down our 
fives to make his Name known to all his Creatures. 
We added, that we believ’d that moft of the Dan¬ 
gers he had mention’d were not in being,j but that 
H 3 the 
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the FnendHiip he had for us^, bad put him upon that 
Inventibii, to oblige us to remain with them. We 
thougiit fit;, however;, to let him know^ that we per¬ 
ceiv'd our Enemies had fomented fome Jealoufies in 
their Mind, and that they feem’d to mifiruft our De- 
figns; but as we were fincere in our Dealings, we 
defir’d them to let us know freely, and without any 
Difguife, the Grounds of their Sufpicions, that we 
might frtisfie them, and clear our felves ; concluding, 
that feeing our Demand was fo juft and equitable, 
we expected they would grant it, or elfe that we 
ftiould have reafon to think that the Joy tftey had ex- 
preE’d upon our Arrival, and the Friendfhip they had 
fince (Iiew'd to us, was nothing but a Deceit and Dif- 
fimulation. Nikampe was not able to anfwer us, and 
therefore chang’d his Difcourfe, defiring us to eat. 

- The Dinner being over, our Interpreter realTum’d 
hi^ifcourfe, and told the Company, that we were 
notlurpriz’d ar ^he Envy their Neighbours exprefs’d 
about our Arrival into their Country, becaufe they 
knQw too well the Advantages of Commerce, and 
therefore would engrofs it to themfelves, and obftrud 
by all means our good Correfpondence ; but th^i: we 
wonder’d tliat they wou'd give Ear to the Suggeftions 
of our common Enemies, and conceal any thing 
from us, fince we had fo fincerely acquainted thenr 
with our Dcfigns. 

PP’e did not Jleep, Brother , faid he, directing his Dif- 
courfe to Nicanape, •when Monlb was caballing amongf 
yopt In the Night to our Vrejudice, endea'iwuring to make loU 
believe that we were Spies of the Iroquefe. The Prejents 
he made to enforce his Liesj are fill hidden in this Cabin. 
But why has he run away immediately afler^ inftead of ap¬ 
pearing publickly to jufiife his Accufation ? Thou art a Wit- 
nef thy fclf that upon our landing we might have kill‘d 
all thy Nephews^ and done what our Enemies tell you wt 
defign to do^ after we have made Alliance with thee, atd 
fettled our felves amongf you. But if it were ovr Def^i 
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:i;hy jhould we defer to put it into execution ? And who hin¬ 
ders our Warrioursy who are here with me, to kill all of 
jouy whiljl your young Men are a hunting ? Thou hajl been 
toldy that our Valour ts terrible to the Iroquefe themjehes ; 
and therefore we need not their Ajpfiance to wage War with 
tbeSy if it were our Vefgn. 

But to remove even the leaf Vretence of Sufplcion and 
Jealou/iey fend fomebody to bring back that malicious Ac- 
cufery and we will ft ay here to confute him in thy Vrefence : 
For how ran be kncav usy Jeeing he never faw us in his 
Life ? •./ how can he be acejuainted with the fecret 

League we have made with the Iroquefe^ whom he knows 
only by 'Name ? Confider our Ecjuipage ; we have nothing 
hut Tools and Goodsy which can never be made ufe ofy but 
for the Good of thy Nation, and not for its Deftruction, as 
our Enemies would make thee believe. 

This Difcourfe mov'd them very much 5 and they 
fent after Monfo to bring him back ; but the Snow 
which fell that Night fpoil'd the Trad, and fc^Jie 
could not be over-taken. He had remain’d for fome 
Days not far from us,- to know what would be the 
fiiccefs of his Embaffie. However, fome of our Men 
lay under fuch terrible Appi ehenfions, that we'could 
never recover their Courage, nor remove their Fears; 
fo that fix of them who had the Guard that Night 
(amongft which were two Sawers, the moft neccifa- 
ry of our Workmen for building our Ship ) run a- 
way, taking with them what they thought necelTary; 
but confidering the Country through which they 
were to travel, and the Seafon of the year, we may 
fay, that for avoiding an uncertain Peril, they ex¬ 
pos’d themfelves to a moft certain Danger. 

M. la Salle feeing that thofe fix Men were gone, 
and fearing that this Defertion would make a difad- 
vantagcous.Impreffion upon the Savages, he order’d 
his Men to tell , the Illinois , that he had refolv’d to 
fend after them to puni/h them as they deferv'd; but 
that the Seafon being fo hard, he was loth to expofe 
H 4 his 
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his Men; and that thofe Deferters would be feverely 
ly punifh’d in Canada, In the meam time we ex¬ 
horted the reft to continue firm in their Duty^ af- 
furing thciTij That if any were afraid of venturing 
tliemfelves upon the River Mejchafip, becaufe of the 
Dangers Nikanape had mention'd^ M.5<7//g would 
give them leave to return next Spring to Canada^ and 
allow them a Canou to make their Voyage j where¬ 
as they could not venture to return home at this time 
of the Year, without expofing themfelves to perilli 
with Hunger^ Cold^ or the Hands of the Savages. 

They promis'd Wonders j but M. la Salk knowing 
their Inconftancy^ and diffembling the Vexation their 
want of Cohrage and Refolution caus’d him, refolv’d 
to prevent any farther Subornation, and to leave the 
Camp of the Illinois ; but left his Men Ihould not 
confent to it, he call’d them together and told them 
v/e were not fafe among the Illinois, and that perhaps 
the Iroquefe would come in a little time to attack them; 
and that thefe being not able to refift, they were like 
to run away, and betake themfelves to the Woods, 
and leave us expos’d to the Mercy of the Iropefe, 
whole Cruelty was fufficiently known to us; there¬ 
fore he knew no other Remedy but to fortifie a Poll, 
where we might defend our felvss both againft the Il¬ 
linois and Iroquefe, as occafion Ihould require. Thtfe 
Reafons, with fome other Arguments which I added 
to the fame purpofe, proved powerful enough to en¬ 
gage them^to approve M. la Salles Defign ; and fo it 
was refblv’d to build a Fort in a very advantageous 
Place on the River,four Day’s Journey below the great 
Village of the Illinois, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

t 

upon the Temper and Manners of the Illi¬ 
nois, and the little Dlfpoftion they have to embrace 
Chrifiianity. 

B Efore I fpeak in particular of the Illinois^ I think 
fit to Obferve here, that there is a Nation of the 
Mimi's, who inhabit the Banks of a fine River, with¬ 
in fifteen Leagues from the Lake, in the Latitude of 
41 Degrees. The Maskoutens and Outtouagami s live 
more Northward on the River Melllohy which runs 
into the Lake in the Latitude of 4; Degrees. To the 
Weft of it live the Klkapom and Ainovesy who have 
two Villages; and to the Weft of thefe there is the 
Village of the Illlnds Cafcafchiay fituated towards the 
Source of the River Checagoumenans. The Authoutan- 
tas and Maskoutens-Nadou^ans live within one hun¬ 
dred and thirty Leagues of the IlUnoisy in three great 
Villages, on the Banks of a fine River which difehar- 
ges it felf into the great River Mefehafipi. We fhall 
have occalion to talk of thefe and feveral other 
Nations. 

Moft of thefe Savages, and efpecially the lllinoisy 
make their Cabins of fiat Rufhes, which they few 
together, and line them with the fame ; fo that no 
Rain can go through it. They are tall, ftrong, and 
manage their j^ows and Arrows with great dexteri¬ 
ty : for they did not know the ufe of Fire-Arms 
before we came into their Country. They are Lazy, 
Vagabonds, Timorous, Pettifh, Thieves, and fo fond 
of their Liberty, that they have no great Refpeeft for 
their Chiefs. 

Their-Villages are open, and not enclos’d with 
Palifado’s, as in fome other Places, becaufe they have 
not Courage enough to defend them, for they fly 
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away as foon as they hear their Enemies approach, 
Befides their Arrows, they ufe two other Weapon^ 
a kind of a Pike, and a Club of Wood. Their Coun* 
try is fo fertile, that it fupplies them with all Necef- 
Faries for Life, and efpecially fince we taught them 
the ufe of Iron Tools to cultivate it. 

Hermaphrodites are very common amongft them, 
which is fo much the more furprizing, becaufe I 
have not obferv’d any fuch thing amongft the other 
Nations of the Northern America. Poligamy is al¬ 
low'd amongft them ; and they generally marry fe- 
veral Sifters, thinking they agree better than Stran¬ 
gers. They are exceedingly jealous, and cut the 
Nofes of their Wives upon the leaft fufpicion. Kot- 
withftanding they have feveral Wives, they are fo 
lafcivious as to be guilty of Sodomy, and keep Boys 
whom they cloath with Womens Apparel, becaufe 
they make of them that abominable Ufe. Thefe Boyj 
live in their Families amongft Women, without going 
either to their Wars or Hunting. As to their Religion 
I obfcrv’d that they are very fuperftitious j but Icoud 
never difcover that they had any Wor/hip, nor any 
Reafon for their Superftition. They arc great Game- 
fters, as well as all the other Savages chat I havo 
known in America. 

As there are fome ftony Places in this Country, 
where there is a great quantity of Serpents, very trou- 
fome to the Illinois, they know feveral Herbs which 
are a quicker and furer Remedy againft: their Venom, 
than Gur Treacle or Orvietan. They rub themfelves 
with thefe Herbs, after which they play with thofe 
dangerous Serpents, without receiving any hurt. 
They take the young ones and put them fometimes 
into their Moutm They, go ftark naked in Summer- 
time, wearing only a kind of Shooes made of the 
Skins of Bulls j but the Winter being yretty fevere 
in their Country, tho’ very fhort, they wear Gowns 
made of the Skins of'Wild Beafts, or of Bulls, which 
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they drefs and paint moft curioufly, as I have alrea¬ 
dy obferv'd. 

The Illinoh) as moft of the Savages of America, 
being brutifh^ wild^, and ftupid, and their Manners 
being fo oppofite to the Morals of the Gofpel^ their 
Conveifion is to be defpair'd of, till Time and Com¬ 
merce with the Europeans has remov’d their natural 
Fiercenefs and Ignorance, and thereby made ’em more 
apt to be fenfible of the Charms of Chriftianity. I 
have met with fome who were more teachable; and 
Father Zemhe told me, that he Baptiz’d two or three 
of them at the point of Death, becaufe they defir d 
it; and fhew’d fome good Difpofition to induce him 
tofgrant that Demand. They will readily fuffer us 
to baptize their Children, and would not refufe it 
themfelves; but they are incapable of any previous In- 
ftrudion concerning the Truth of theGofpel, and the 
Efficacy of the Sacraments. Would I foHow the Ex¬ 
ample of (bme other Miffionaries, I could haveboafted 
of many Converfions; for I might have eafily bap¬ 
tiz’d all thofe Mations, and then fay, as I am afraid 
they do without any ground. That I had conver¬ 
ted them. 

Father Zenohe had met with two Savages, who had 
promis’d to follow him every where, whom he in- 
ftruded and baptiz’d; but tho’ they were more trada¬ 
ble than the reft, they would not leave their Coun¬ 
try j and he underftood afterwards, that one of them, 
whofe Name was Cbaffagouache, was dead in the hands 
of the J anglers, and confequently in the Superftitions 
of his Country-Men ; fo that hi^ Baptifm fer/d on¬ 
ly to make him duplo Film Gehenna, 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

An Account of the Building of a New Fort on the River ^ 
the Illinois, named hy the Savages Ghecagou, 
us Fort Crevecceur ; as aljo a Barque to go dom ii 
Fiver Mefchafipi. 

I Muft obferve here, that the hardeft Winter la(h 
not above two Months in this charming Countryj 
fo that on the i yth of January there came a fudden 
Thaw, which made the Rivers navigable, and tbe 
Weather fo mild as it is with us in the middle of the 
Spring. M. la Salle improving this fair Seafon, de- 
fir’d me to go down the River with him to choofe a 
Place fit to build our Fort. After having view’d the 
Country we pitch’d upon an Eminence on the Bank 
of the River, defended on that fide by the RiVer, and 
on two others by two Ditches the Rains had madt 
very deep by fucceflion of Time; fo that it wasac- 
ceffible only by one way ; therefore we caft a tine 
to joyn thofe two natural Ditches, and made 
Eminence fteep on every fide, fupporting the Earth 
with great pieces of Timber. We made a hafty 
Lodgment thereupon, to be ready to defend usia 
cafe the Savages would obffrud the building of our 
Fort; but no body offering to difturb us, we went 
on diligently with our work. Fathers Gabriel, 
and I,^ made in the mean time a Cabin of Pknks, 
wherein our Workmen came to Prayers every Mom- 
ing and Evening; but having no Wine, we could not 
fay Mals. The Fort being half finifii’d, M. la Sak 
lodg’d himfelf in the middle with M. Tonti ; and eve¬ 
ry body took his Poff. We plac’d our Forge a!(Wg 
the Courtin on the fide of the Wood, and Taidina 
great quantity of Coals for that ufe. 

In the mean time our thoughts were always lieot 
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towards our Difcovery, and M. la Salle and I had fre¬ 
quent Conferences about it: But our greateft diffi¬ 
culty was to build a Barque ; for our Sawers being 
gone, we di^ not know what to do. However, as 
the Timber was cheap enough, we told our Men, 
that if any of them would undertake to faw Boards 
for Building the faid Barque, we might furmount 
all other Difficulties. Two Men undertook it ; and 
though they had never try’d it before, they fucceed- 
ed very well, fo that we began to build a Barque, 
the Keel whereof was forty two Foot long. Our 
Men went on fo briskly with the Work, that on the 
lirft of March our Barque was half built, and all the 
Timber ready prepar’d for the finiffiing of it. Our 
Fort was alfo very near finiffi’d 5 and we nam’d it 
the Fort of Crevecceur, becaufe the defertion of our 
Men, and the other Difficulties we labour’d under, had 
almod broke our Hearts. 

Though the Winter is not harder nor longer in the 
Country of the lllinDii, than in Vrovencey the Snow 
remain’d upon the Earth, in the Year 1680, for 
twenty days together, which had not been feen in 
the Memory of Man. This made the Savages migh¬ 
tily concern’d, and brought upon us a World of In- 
conveniencies, befides the many others we futfer’d. 
In the mean time we perfedlcd our Fort; and our 
Barque was in fuch a forwardnefs, that we might 
have expedled to be in a condition to fail in a very 
ihort time, had we been provided with all other Ne- 
ceffaries ; but hearing nothing of our Ship, and 
therefore wanting the Rigging and other Tackle for 
our Barque, we Found our felves in great perplexity, 
and did not know what to do in this fad Juncture, 
being above five hundred Leagues from Fort Fronte- 
nacj whither it was almoft impoffible to return at 
that time, becaufe the Snow made the travelling very 
dangerous by Land, and the Ice made it impradn 
cable to our Canou’s, 
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M. la Salle did not doubt then but his belov’d GK 
finwsLS loft; but neither this nor the other Difficult^ 
' dejeded him; his great Courage buoy’d him up 
and he refolv’d to return to Fort Ftonunac by Land 
notwithftanding the Snow, and the unfpeakable Dan¬ 
gers attending fo great a Voyage. We had a long 
Conference about it in private^, wherein having at 
min’d all things, it was refolv'd, that he ihould re¬ 
turn to Fort Frontenac with three Men, to bring along 
with him the neceflary things to proceed on our M 
covery, while I with two Men ihould go in a Canon 
to the River Mefchafipi^ and endeavour to get the 
Friendfhip of thofe Nations inhabiting the Banks of 
that River. Our Refolution was certainly very great 
and bold ; but there was this eflential difference, that 
the Inhabitants of the Countries through whidi M./j 
Salle was to travel, knew the Europeans whereai 
thofe Savages, whom I defign’d to vifit, had never 
heard of us in their Life; and had been reprefented 
by the lUinoli, as the moft barbarous Nations in tbs 
World. However, M. la Salle and I had Courage 
enough to undertake our difficult Task ; but wc bad 
much ado to perfwade five of our Men to folfow 
us, or to engage to exped our Return at Fort 
Cre'vecceur. . 


CHAP. XXXV. 

Containing an Account of what was tranfaBed at Fvt 
Crevecoeur before M, la Salle’i return to Fort Fronte¬ 
nac; and the InfiruBions we recei'vd from a Savit^ 
concerning the Fiver Mefchafipi. 

B Efore M. la Salle and I parted, we found mcaffi 
to undeceive our Men, and remov’d the gronn^^ 
left Fears they had conceiv’d from what the Flmsy 
through the Suggeftions of Monfo, had told us con¬ 
cerning 
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:erning the Dangers, or rather the Impoffibility of 
bailing upon the River Mefchajipi. Some Savages in¬ 
habiting beyond that River, came to the Camp of 
the Illinois, and gave us an Account of it, very diffe¬ 
rent from what Nikanape had told us ■, fome other Sa¬ 
vages own’d that it was navigable, and not inter¬ 
rupted by Rocks and Falls, as the Illinois would make 
us believe; and one of the Illinots themfelves, being 
gain’d by fome fmall Prefents, told us in great fecre- 
fie, that the Account their Chief had given us, was a 
downright Forgery, contriv’d on purpofe to oblige 
us to give over our Enterprize. This reviv’d fome- 
what our Men ; but yet they were ftiil wavering and 
irrefolute; and therefore M. la Salle faid, that he 
would fully convince them, that the Illinois had re- 
folv’d in their Council to forge that Account, in or¬ 
der to flop our Voyage ; and few days after we met 
witii a favourable opportunity for it. 

The Illinois had made an Excurfion South-ward ; 
as they were returning with fome Prifoners, one of 
their Warriours came before their Comri^des, and 
vifited us at our Fort; we entertain’d him as well as 
we could, and ask’d him feveral Queftions touch¬ 
ing the River Mefchajipi, from whence he came, 
and where he had been oftentimes, giving him 
to underftand, that fome other Savage had given 
us an Account of it. He took a piece of Char¬ 
coal, and drew a Map of the Courfe of that 
River, which I found afterwards pretty exadt j and 
told us, that he had been in a Vyrogue ; that is, a 
Canou made of the Trunk of a Tree, from the 
Mouth of this River, very .near the Place where the 
Mefchajipi falls into the great Lake; for fo they call 
the Sea: That there was neither Falls, nor rapid 
Currents, as we had been told; t?at it was very 
broad towards the great Lake, and interrupted with 
Banks of Sand ; but that there were large Canals be¬ 
twixt them, deep enough for any Pyrogue, He told 

us 
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us alfo the Name of feveral Nations inhabi^tlu 
Banks Mefchafifiy and of feveral Rivers 
into it. I fet down in my Journal all that he^ ^ 
of which I fhall perhaps gfve a larger Account h 
another place, We made him a Cnall Pre^^ to 
thank him for his Kindnefs y in difcoyering 
which the Chief of his Nation had fo caFer^ky jcon- 
ceaPd. He defied us to hold our tongue, . aiwneYcr 
to mention him, which we promis’d ; and gave liim 
an Axe, wherewith we Ihut his mouth, accor^g to 
the Cuftom of the Savages, when they recommend 
a Secret. 

The next day, after Prayers, we went to the Vil¬ 
lage of the Illinois ; whom we found in the Cabin of 
one of their Chiefs ^ who entertain’d them with i 
Bear, whofe Flefh is much valu'd amoi^ them 
They defir’d us to fit down upon a fine Mat of 
Ruflies: And fome time after our Interpreter tdd 
them, that we were come to acquaint them, that 
the Maker of all Things, and the Mafter of the 
Lives of Men, took a particular Care of us, and had 
been pleas’d to let us have a true Account of the Ri¬ 
ver Mefchafip ; the Navigation whereof they had re- 
prefented to us as impradicable. We added all the 
Particulars we had learn’d, but in fuch Terms, that it 
was impoflible they fhould fufpedt any of their Men. 

The Savages were much furpriz'd,and did not doubt 
but we had that Account by fome extraordinary 
Way; therefore they fhut their Mouths wi^ their 
Hands; which is their ufual Cuftom to eJQfpC their 
Admiration by. They told us frankly ^etward^ 
that the great defire they had to ftop aiUiQiigtt them 
our Captain, and the Grey-Coats or thcjf 

call tile Francij 'ca7tSy had oblig’d them to foigdiheSo 
lies they had told us, and to conceal the Tri^ j 
fince we had come to the Knowledge of it by ano¬ 
ther way, they would tell us all that the)[ knew;' 
and conform’d every Particular their Warriour m 
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told us. This Confeffion remov'd the Feats of our 
Men, who were few days after ftill more fully per- 
fwaded that the IlllTtoh had only defign’d to frighten 
us from our Difcovery : For feveral Savages of the 
Nations of Ofages, Cikaga^ and Akanfa, came to fee 
us, and brought fine Furrs to barter for our Axes. 
They told us that the Mejcbajtpl was navigable almoft 
from its Source to the Sea; ajid gave us great En¬ 
couragement to goon with our Defign, alluring us, 
that all the Nations inhabiting along the River, from 
the Mouth of that of the Illinois, to the Sea, would 
come to meet us, and dance the Calumet of Peace, 
as they exprefr it, and make an Alliance with us. 

The Miami $ arriv’d much about that rime, and 
danc’d Calumet with the Mnois, making an Al¬ 
liance with them againft the Irocfuefe , their impla¬ 
cable Enemies. We were Witnelfes to their Treaty; 
and M. la Salk made them fome Prefents, the better 
to oblige both Parties to the Obfer\^ation of thcir- 
League. 

We were three Milfionaries for that handful of 
Ewopeans at Fort Crevecceur ; and therefore we thought 
fit to divide our felves : Father Gabriel being very 
old, was to continue with our Men; and Father 
Zemhe among the Illinois, having defir’d it himfelf, in 
hopes to convert that numerous Nation : And I, as I 
have already related, was to go on with our Difcove¬ 
ry. Father Zembe liv’d already among the Illinois, 
but the rude Manners of that People made him foon 
weary of it. His I.andlord, whole Name was Oma- 
Ua, that is to fay Ilolf, was the Head of a Tribe, 
i»id took a fpecial Care of Father Zemhe, efpecially 
afett M. la Salk had made him fome Prefents: He 
lov’d him as his Child; but however, I perceiv’d in 
the Vifits he made us,, (for he liv’d but within half a 
League of our Fort) that he was not fatisfi’d to live 
amongft that brutifa Nation, though he had already' 
learn’d their Tongm*« This oblig’d me to offer him 
I to 
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to take his place, provided he would fupply mine, 
and go on with our Difeovery amongft feveral Niiti- 
ons, whofe Language we did not underftand, and 
who had never heard of us ; but Father Zenokid^ 
feeing the Danger and Fatigue I was like to be ex* 
pos’d to, chofe to remain with the Illinois, whofe 
Temper he knew, and with whom he was able to 
converfe. 

M. la Salk left M. Tonti to command in Fort Cre- 
'ueccear, and order’d our Carpenter to prepare feme 
thick Planks of Oak, to fence the Deck of our 
Barque in the nature of a Parapet, to cover it againft 
the Arrows of the Savages, in cafe they defign’d to 
/boot at us from the Shoar. Then callirig his Men 
together, he defir’d them to obey M. Tonti's Orders 
in his Abfence, to live in a Chriftian Union and 
Charity ; to be courageous and firm in their Defign; 
and above all, to give no credit to the falfe Reports 
that the Savages might make unto them, either of 
him, or of their Comrades that were going with me. 
^e allur’d them, that he would return with all ^ 
fpeed imaginable, and bring along with him a freft 
Supply of Men, Ammunition,- and Rigging for our 
Barque; and that in the mean time he left them Arras, 
and other things necelfary for a vigorous Defence, 
in cafe their Enemies fhould attack them before his 
Return. 

He told mb afterwards, that he expeded I Ihould 
depart without any farther Delay ; but I told him, 
that tho’ I had promis’d him to do it, yet a Defluxi* 
on I had on my Gums a Year fince, as he knew 
well, oblig’d me to return to Canada^ totecur^ 
and that I would then come brack with hito. r® 
was Very much furpriz’d, and told me, 
write to my Superi6urs, that I Iiad obftru( 9 «d w 
good Succefs of our Miflion, a.'ncl defir’d ^ 
hriel to peiLwade me to the corntrary. That> gOw 
Man had been my Mafter, dating my 





a Large Country in America. 11 j 

our Convent of Bethme^ in the Province of Artoh • 
and therefore I had fo great a Refpea for him, that 
I yielded to his Advice; and confiderd, that fince 
a Man of his Age had ventur’d to come along with 
rae in fo dangerous a Million, it would look as Pufi- 
lanimity in me to return and leave him. That Fa¬ 
ther had left a very good Eftate, being Heir of a 
Noble Family of the Province of Burgundy ; and T 
muft own, that his Example reviv d my Courage ud- 
on fevetal Occafions. ^ 

M. la Salle was mightily pleas’d when I told him I 
was refolv d to go, notwithftanding my Indilpofiti- 
on; He embrac’d me, and gave me a Calumt of 
Peace j and two Men to manage our Canou, whofe 
Names were Anthony Auguel, firnam’d the Picard du 
and Mitcbd Ako, of the Province o^^Poiclou, 
to whom he gave fome Commodities to the value of 
about looo Livres, to trade with the Savages, or 
make Prefents. He gave to me in particular, and 
tor my own ufe, ten Knives, twelve Shooe-maWs 
Auls or Bodkins, a fmall Roll of Tobacco from Mar- 
tinico. about two Pounds of RaJJdde ; that is to fay. 
Little Pearls or Rings of colour’d Glaft, wherewith 
the Savages make Bracelets, and other Works, and a 
fniall Parcel of Needles to give to the Savages; tel¬ 
ling me, that he would have given me a greater 
quantity, if it had been in his Power. 

The Reader niay judge by thefe Particulars, of the 
reft of my Equipage for fo great an Undertaking ; 
however, relying my felf on the Providence of 
God, I took my leave of M. la Salky and embrac’d 
all our Men, receiving the Biefling of Father Gahrkly 
''^o cold me fevcral things, to inipire me with Cou¬ 
rage ; concluding his Exhortation by thefe Words of 
the Scripture, ViriUter age^ confortetur Cor tuum. 

H. LaSalle fet out a few days after for Canada, with 
tl^eeMen, without any'Provilions, but what they 
kiild in their Journey, during which they differ’d 
I 2 very 
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very much, by reafon of the Snow, Hunger and 
cold Weather. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 

The Author fets out frofn Fort Crevecceur, to contim 
his Voyage. 

W Hofoever will confider the Dangers to which 
I was going to expofe my felf, in an im- 
fcnown Country, where no European had travell’d 
before, and amongft fome Savages, whofe Language 
I did not underhand, will not blame the Reludancy 
I expreffed againft that Voyage: I had fuch an Idea 
of it, that neither the fair Words, or Threats of M. 
la Salle, would have been able to engage me to ven¬ 
ture my Life fo rafhly, had I not felt within my M 
a fecret but ftrong AlTurance, if I may ufetliat Word, 
that God would help and profper my Undertaking. 

We fet out from Fort Cre'vecxur on the 29th of 
February, 1680, and as we fell down the River, we'met 
with feveral Companies of Savages, who return'd to 
their Habitations, with their Firogues or Wood®- 
Canou% loaded with the Bulls they had kill’d: they 
would fain perfuade us to return with them, and die 
two Men who were with me, were very willing fi 
follow their Advice; telling me that M-ia Salle 
good to have murther’d us: But I oppos’d their Dfr 
fign, and told them that the reft of ourMen wouil 
ftop them as they Ihou’d come by the Fort, if they 
offer’d to return, and fo we continu’d our Voy^ 
They confefs’d to me the next Day, that they ^ 
refolv'd to leave me with the Savages, and maketto 
Efcape with the Canou and Commodities, tiling 
that there was no Sin in that, fince M. la Salk P 
indebted to them in a great deal more than their k 
iue ; and that I had been very fafe. This wasw 
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firft Difcouragement I met with, and the Forerun¬ 
ner of a great many others. 

The River of the Illinois is very near as deep and 
broad as thQ Meufe and Samhre before Namur j but we 
found fome Places where ’tis about a quarter of a 
League broad. The Banks of the River are not even, 
but interrupted with Hills, difpos’d almoft at an e- 
qual diftance, and cover’d with fine Trees. The Val¬ 
ley between them is a Marfiiey Ground, which is o- 
verflow’d after great Rains, efpecially in the Autumn 
and the Spring. We had the Curiofity to go up one 
of thofc Hills, from whence we difcover'd vaft Mea¬ 
dows, with Forefts, fuch as we had feen before we 
arriv’d at the Village of the Illinois. The River flows 
fo foftly, that the Current is hardly perceptible, except 
when it iwells: But it will carry at all times great 
Barques for above loo Leagues; that is, from the 
laid Village to its Mouth. It runs diredly to the 
South-weft. On the 7th of March we met, within 
two Leagues from the River Mefchajifiy a Nation of 
the Savages call’d Tamaroa or Maroa^ confifting of a- 
bout 200 Families. They defign’d to bring us along' 
with them to their Village, which lies to the Weft of 
Mefchajtp, about feven Leagues from the Mouth of the 
River of the Illinois'^ but my Men follow’d my Advice, 
and wou’d not ftop,in hopes to exchange their Commo¬ 
dities with more Advantage in a more remote Place. 
Our Refolution was very good ; for I don’t queftion 
W they would liave robb’d us; for feeing we had 
lome Arms, they thought we were going to carry them 
to their Enemies. They purfu'd us in their Vyrogues 
Of Wooden-Canows; but ours being made of ifcrk of 
Birch-Trees, and confequently ten times lighter than 
'theirs, and better, fram’d, we laught at their Endea¬ 
vours, and got clear of them. They had fenc a Par¬ 
ty of their Warriours toliein Ambufcade on a Neck of 
land advancing into the River, where they thought 
welhould pafs that Evening or the next Morning; 

I ^ but 
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but having difcover'd fome Smoak on that Pdnt, we 
fpoil'd their Defign, and therefore crofs’d the Rivtr, 
and landed in a fmali Ifland near the other fide, where 
we lay ail die Night, leaving our Canou in the Wa¬ 
ter, under the Guard of a little Dog 5 who doubtl^ 
wDu’d have awak'd us, if any body had offer’d to 
come near him 5 as we exposed the Savages might 
attempt it, fvvimming over in the Night; but no bo¬ 
dy came to difturb us. Having thus avoided thofe 
Savages, we came to the Mouth of the River of the 
lll'misy dillant from their great Village about 100 
Leagues, and from Fort It falls into 

thQ MefchaJjpi between and 3 6 Degrees of Lati¬ 
tude, and within 120 or 130 Leagues from theGuIjA 
of Mexico, according to our Conjec 5 l:ure, without in¬ 
cluding the Turnings and Windings of the 
from thence to the Sea. 

The Angle between the two Rivers on theSouth- 
hde, is a lleep Rock of forty Foot high, and flat on 
the Top.and confequently a fit Place to build a Fort; 
and on the other fide of the River, the Ground appears 
blackil]i,fiom whence I judge diat it would provefer- 
tile, and afford two Crops every Year, for the fub- 
fifience of a Colony. The Soil looks as if it had been 
already manur^'d. 

The Ice which came down from die Source of ik 
Mcjchafifi, flopp’d us in that Place till the 12th of 
March ; for we were afraid of our Canou : But when 
we faw the Danger over, we continu’d our Courfe, 
founding the River, to know whether it was naviga¬ 
ble. There are three final I Ifiands over-againft the 
Mouth of the River of the Illinois, which flop the 
Trees and Pieces of Timber that come down the Ri¬ 
ver ; which by fucceflion of rime, has form’d feme 
Banks: But the Canals are deep enough for the great¬ 
er Barques; and I judge that in the drieft Summer, 
there is W.ater enough ftir flat-bottom-Boars. 

The 
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The Mefchafifi runs to the South-South-Weft, be¬ 
tween two Ridges of Mountains, which follow the 
great Windings of the River. They are near the 
Banks, at the Mouth of the River ot the lllimis, and 
are not very high 5 but in other Places, they are fome 
Leagues dittant; and the Meadows between the Ri¬ 
ver and the Foot of thofe Hills, are cover'd with an 
iiifinite number of wild Bulls. The Country beyond 
thofe Hills is fo fine and pleafant, that according to 
the Account I have had, one might juftly call it the 
Delight of America. 

The Mefihafpi is in fome places a League broad, 
and half a League where it is narroweft. The Ra¬ 
pidity in its Current is fomewhat abated, by a great 
n^ber of Iflands,. cover'd with fine Trees interlac'd 
with Vines. It receives but two Rivers from the weft 
SidCj one whereof is call'd Otontenta ; and the other 
difcharges it felf into it near the Fall of St. Anthony 
of Fadoua^ as we fiiall obferve hereafter; But fb ma¬ 
ny others run into the Mefchafipi from the North, that 
it fwells very much toward its Mouth. 

1 am refolv’d to give here an Account of the Courfe 
of that River y which I have hither to conceal'd, for 
the Sake of M. la Salle, who wou'd afcribe to himfelf 
alone the Glory, and the moftfecret Part of this Dif- 
covery. He was lb fond of it, that he has expos’d to 
vifible danger feveral Perfons, that they might not 
wbliih what they had fcen, and thereby prejudice 
nis (ecret Defigns. 
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C H A P. XXXVII. 


the Courfe the Ri'uer Mefchafipi from the Mouth (ij 
‘ the River of the Illinois^ to the Sea 5 •which the Autk 
..did not think fit to - fuhlifi} in his Louifianaj witk 
an Account of’the Reafons he had to undertake that 
Difcover^. 

T Here is tioMan but remembers with Pleafiirethc 
great Dangers he has efcap’d 5 and I muft con- 
fe{s_j that when I call to mind the great Difficulties! 
was under kt the Mouth of the Rivet of the Jllimis, 
and the Perils I was expos’d to in the Difcovery of 
the Courfe of the Mefchafip, my Joy and Satisfadion 
cannot be exprefs’d. I was as good as fure that M. k 
Salle W'ou’d flander me^ and reprefent me to my Su¬ 
periors as a wilful and obftinate Man, if I prefura’d 
to go down the Mcfchafip inftead of going up to the 
Ncrthy as I was defir’d^ and as we had conferted to¬ 
gether ; and therefore I was very loath to undertake 
it: But on the other Hand^ I was expos’d to ftarve, 
and threatned by my two Men^ that if I oppos’d their 
Refolution of going down the River, they would 
leave me a-fhoar during the Night, and carry away 
the Canou where-ever they pleafed j fo that I thought 
It was reafonable to prefer my own Prefervation to 
the Ambirion of M. la Salle and fo I agreed to fol¬ 
low my Men ; who feeing me in that good Difpoliti- 
on, promis’d that they would be faithml to me. 

\Ve ihook Hands, to feal thefe Promifes; and af¬ 
ter Prayers, inibark’d in our Canou the 8th of Marthy 
1 68c. The Ice which came down from the NorAj 
gave us a great deal of trouble ; but we were fo 
careful, that our Canou receiv’d no hurt ; and after 
fix Houi-s rowing, we came to a River of a Nation 
call’d Ofages^ who live toward the Mejforites. That 
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River comes from the Weft ward, and feems as big 
s.stht Mefchajipi; but the Water is fo muddy, that 
'ris almoft impoflible to drink of it. 

The who inhabit toward the Source of the 
Mefchafipiy make fometimes Excurfions ,as far as the 
Place where I was then; and I underftood afterwards 
from them, having learn’d their Language, that this 
River of the Of ages and Mejforites, is forn;i’d from fe- 
veral other Rivers, which fpring from a Mountain 
about twelve Day’s Journey from its Mouth, They 
told me farther, that from that Mountain one might 
fee the Sea, and now and then fome great Ships; that 
the Banks of that River are inhabited by feveral Na¬ 
tions ; and that they have abundance of wild Buljs 
and fcavers. 

Tho’ this River is very big, the Mefchafipi does not 
viTibly fwell by the acceffion of it; but its Waters 
continue muddy to its Mouth, albeit feven other Ri¬ 
vers fall into it, which are near as big as the Mefcha- 
fipi, and whofe Waters are extraordinary clear. 

We lay every Night in Iflands, at leaft if it were 
pofTible, for our greater Security ; and as foon as we 
had roafted or boyl’d our Indian Corn, we were very 
careful to put out our Fire j for in thefe Countries 
they fmell Fire at two or three Leagues diftance, ac¬ 
cording to the Wind. The Savages take a particu¬ 
lar notice of it, to difcover where their Enemies are, 
and endeavour to furprize them. 

The 9th we continu’d our Voyage, and fix Leagues 
from the River of the Ofages, dilcover’d on the South- 
fideof the Mejcbajipi^ a Village, which we thought 
to be inhabited by the Tamaroa, who had purfu’d us, 
as 1 have related. Seeing no body appear, we landed, 
and went into their Cabins, wherein we found Indian 
Corn, of which we took fome Bulhels, leaving in 
, lieu pf it fix Knives, and a fmall quantity of little 
1 Clals-Beads. This was good luck for us: for we 
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[ darftnot leave the River, and go a hunting fpr^ 

I of falling into the Hands of the Savages., 

The next Day,^ being the Tenth of M^wch ,»{ 
; came to a River within Forty Leagues of Tam^oi^ 

i near which, as t\\Q Illinois inform’d us, there is a 

tion of Savages call’d We remain’d 

till the Fourteenth, becaufe one of our Men kill’d i 
wild Cow , as Ihe was fwimming over the Rhg 
whofe Flefh we were oblig’d to dry with Smoak, b 
preferve it from putrifying. Being thus providai 
with Indian Corn and Flefh, we left that Place th 
Fourteenth, and faw nothing worth Obfervatioo. 
The Banks of the River are fo muddy, and fb fuUoJ 
Rufhes and Reeds, that we had much ado to find a 
Place to go aftiore. 

The Fifteenth we difcover’d three Savages, who 
came from Hunting, or B om (bme Expedition. As 
we were able to make head againft them, we land^ 
and march’d up to them; whereupon they run awajj 
but after fpme Signs, one return’d, and prefented us 
the Calumet of Peace, which we receiv'd j and the 
others came back. We did not underftand a Woid 
of what they faid ; nor they, I fuppofe, what we 
told them : Tho’ having nam’d them two or three 
different Nations, one anfwer’d three times Chikach^ 
or Sikacha, which was likely the Name of his Nad' 
on. They gave us forae Pelicans they had kill'd with 
their Arrows ; and we prefented them with part of 
our Meat. Our Canou being too little lo take them 
in, they continu’d their way, making feveral Signs 
wuth their Hands, to follow them along the Shore; 
but we quickly loft the Sight of them. 

Two days after, we faw a great number of Saw- 
ges near the River-fide ; and heard immediately after 
a certain Noife, as of a Drum; and as we came 
near the Shore, the Savages cry^’d aloud Saf<t^onth 
that is to fay, goes there ? as I have been inforin’i 
We were unwiiling^to land; but they l?nt us a ?<• 

T0l«t 
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rofut or heavy Wooden Canou, made of the Trunk 
of a Tree, which they make hollow with Fire; and 
we difcover’d amongft them the three Savages we 
had met two Days before. We prefented our Calumet 
of Peace, which they receiv’d ; but gave us to un- 
derftand by Signs, that we muft go to the Akanfa ; 
for they repeated fo often that Word, pointing at ’ 
the Sav^es a-fhore, that I believe this is the right 
Name oft their Nation. We cou’d not avoid it; and 
as foon as we were landed, the three Chikacha took 
ourGinou upon their Shoulders, and carry’d it to the 
Village. The Savages receiv’d us very kindly, and 
gave us a Cabin for our felves alone ; and prefented 
us v^ith Beans, Indian ^m, and Flelh to eat. We 
made them alfo fome Prefents of our European Com¬ 
modities, which they admir’d : They put their Fin¬ 
gers upon their Mouth, efpecially when they faw our 
Guns; and I think this way of exprefiing their Sur¬ 
prize, is common to all the Savages of the Northern 
America. 

Thefe Savages are very different^ from thofe of the 
North, who are commonly fad, penfive, and fevere ; 
whereas theft appear’d jovial, civil, and free. Their 
Youth are fo modeft, that they dare not fpeak before 
Old Men, unlefs they are ask’d any Queftion. I ob- 
ferved they have tame Poultry as Hens, Turkey- 
Cocks, and Buftards, which are as tame as our Geefe. 
Their Trees began to fhew their Fruit, as Peaches, 
and the like: which muft be a great deal bigger than 
oun. Our Men lik’d very well the Manner of thefe 
People ; and if they had found any Furrs and Skins 
to barter for their Commodities, they would have 
me amongft them ; but I told them, that our 
Dtfeovery was more important to them than their 
Trade; and advis’d them to hide their Commodities 
under-ground, which they might take again upon 
our return, and exchange them with the Savages of 
the North. They approv’d my Advice, and were 

fenfible 
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(enfible that they /hould prevent many Dangers • foi 
Men are covetous in all Countries. 

The Eighteenth we embark’d again^ after having 
been entertain’d with Dancing and Feaftingj and 
carry’d away our Commodities^ tho’ the Savages 
were very loth to part with them ; but iiaving ac» 
cepted our Calumet of Peace^ they did not prekime 
eb flop us. by Force. 


CHAP, xxxviir. 

A Continuation of owr Voyage on the River Mefchafipi. 

A S we fell down the Rfver^ we look’d for a fit 
Place to hide our Commodities^ and at lad 
pitch’d upon one between two Eminences near a 
Wood. We took up the green Sodds^ lay’d them 
by, and digg'd a Hole in the Earth, where we put 
our Goods, and cover’d them with Pieces of Timkr 
and Earth, and then put on again the green Tutf; 
fo that ’twas impoffible to fufpe( 5 i: that any Hole had 
been digg’d under it, for we flung the Earth into 
the River. We tore afterwards the Bark of three 
Oaks and of a large Cotton-tree, and ingrav’d there¬ 
on four CroflTes, that we might not mifs the Place at 
our Return. We embark’d again with all fpeed, afid 
paft by another Village of Savages about fix Leagues 
from Akanfa, and then landed at another two Leagues 
lower, where we were kindly entertain’d, Men^ 
Women, and Children came to meet us; which 
makes me believe that the firft Akanfa had given no¬ 
tice of our arrival, to all the Villages of their Na¬ 
tion. We made them Ibme Prefents of little Value, 
which they thought very confiderable. Prefents are 
the Symbols of Peace in all thole Countries. 

The Twenty firft thofe Savages carry’d us in a 1 )^- 
rogue to fee a Nation farther off into the Count^j 

which 
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which they call Taenfa ; for they repeated often that 
Word, fo that we could not but remember it. Thofe 
Savages inhabit the Banks of a Lake form’d by the 
Mefcbafipi j but I had not time enough to make any 
particular Obfervation concerning feveral of the Vil¬ 
lages which I faw. 

Thefe Savages receiv’d us with much more Cere¬ 
monies than the Akanfa ; for their Chief came in 
great Solemnity to the Shore to meet us. He had a 
kind of a white Gown on, made of Cloth of Bark 
of Trees, which their Women fpun ; and two Men 
carry’d before him a thin Plate of Copper, as fhining 
as Gold, We prefented our Calumet of Peace, which 
he receiv’d with Joy and much Gravity. The Men, 
Women, and Children, who attended him, exprefs’d 
a great Refpeft Tor me, and kifs’d the Sleeves of the 
UaVit of St. Francis ; which made me believe that 
they had feen fbme Spaniflj Francifcans from New Mex- 
icftj it being ufual there to kifs the Habit of our Order : 
Bnr this is a rheer Conjedure ; tho’ I bbferv’d they 
did not pay that Refped to the two Men that were 
with me. 

The Tae-rfa conduced us into a fine Cabin of flat 
Rufiies and fhining Reeds, and entertain’d us as well 
as their (Country could afford; and then Men and 
Women, who are half cover’d in that Country, 
danc’d together before us. Their way of Dancing is 
much more difficult than ours, but perhaps as plea- 
fant, were it not for their Mufick, which is very dif- 
^iceable. Women repeat every Word the Men have 
fung. 

That Country is full of Palm-trees, wild Laurels, 
Plum-trees, Mulbe^-trees, Peach-trees, Apple-trees, 
and Walnut-trees 01 five or fix kinds, whofe Nuts are 
a great deal bigger than ours. They have alfo feve- 
rai forts of Fruit-trees unknown in Europe , but I 
could not difeera the Fruit, becaufe of the Seafon of 
the Year. 


The 
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The Manners and Temper of that Nation is 
different from that of the Iroefuefe^ Hurms^zvs^i UinJt, 
Thefe are Civil, Eafie, Tradable, and capable of 
Inftrudions ; whereas the others are meer Brutes, as 
fierce and cruel as any wild Beafts. We lay that 
Night in their Village, and were entertain’d as civilly 
as we could have wifh’d for j and we did likewife ow 
utmoft to oblige them: We /hew’d them the Eficdof 
our Fire-Arms, and a Piftol which fhot four Bullets 
one after another, without needing to be new charg’d 
Our Men took their beft Cloth, which pleas’d them 
very much; and they feem’d well fatisfy’d with us, 
as they exprefs’d by many Signs and Demonftrations! 
They fent over-night to the Koroa, who are their Al¬ 
lies, to give them notice of our Arrival j and their 
Chief came next Morning in great Ceremony to fee 
us. They feem’d tranfported with Joy, and ’tis great 
pity we could not underlfand what they told us, to 
know what Opinion they entertain’d of us, and 
from what Part of the World they fanfied we ame, 
I order’d my Men to fquare a Tree, and having 
made a Crols, we planted it near the Cabin whers 
we lay. 

The Twenty fecond we left that obliging People, 
and the Chief of the Karoa attended us to his Vil¬ 
lage, which is fituated about ten Leagues lower, upon 
the River, in a fertile Soil, which produces abun¬ 
dance of Indian Corn, and other things neceffary 
for Life. We prefented them with three Axes, fix 
Knives, feven Yards of'good Tobacco, feveral Awls 
and Needles. They receiv’d our Prefents with great 
Shouts, and their Chief prefented us with a Calumet 
of Peace of red Marble, the Quill whereof was 
adorn’d with Feathers of five or fix forts of Birds. 

They gave us alfo a Noble Treat according to their 
own way, which I lik’d very well; and after we had 
din’d, the Chief of that Nation underftanding by our 
Signs which way we were bound, took a Stick, and 
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.made fiich Demonftrations, that we underftood that 
\ft had not above feven Days Journey to the Sea, 
which he reprefented as a great Lake with large 
wooden Ganou’s. The next Day we prepar’d to 
continue our Voyage; but they made fuch Signs to 
oblige us to ftay a Day or two longer, that I was 
ataoft perfwaded to do it; but feeing the Weather 
fofavourable for our Journey, we embark’d agal^ 
The Chief of that Nation, feeing we wererelolvd 
to be gone, fent feveral Men in two Vjrogmsy to at¬ 
tend us to the Mouth of the River with Provifions ; 
but when I (aw that the three Chikacha, of whom I 
havefooken, follow’d us every where, I bid my Men 
to have care of them, and obferve their Motions 
upon our landing, for fear of any Surprize. It was 
then Eafier-duy, which we kept with great Devotion, 
tlio’we.could not fay Mafs for want of Wine ; but 
we fpent all the Day in Prayers in hght of the Sava¬ 
ges, who wonder’d much at it. 

The Meich/tfifi divides it felf into_ two Channels, 
and thereby forms a large Ifland, which to our think¬ 
ing was very long, and might be about fixty Leagues 
broad. The Koroa oblig’d us to follow the Onal to 
theWeftward, tho' thQChikacha, who were in their 
Vjro^ues, endeavour’d to perRvade me to take the 
other: But as we had fome fulpicion of them, we 
refus’d to follow their Advice; tho’ I was afterwards 
convinc’d, that they defign’d only to have the 
nour to bring us to feveral Nations on the other bide 
j of the River, whom we vifited in our retur-n. 

: We loft quickly the Company of our Savages; tor 

I the Stream being very rapid in this Place, they could 
i not follow us in their Vj/roguesy which are very 
j We made that Day near forty Leagues, and landed 
in the Evenii^ upon the Ifland, where we pitch d our 

Cabin. ,, tr 

The Twenty fourth we continud our Voyage; 
and about five and thirty Leagues below the Place 

we^ 
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we had lain^ we difcover^'d two Fi/hermen^ who im- 
mediately ran away. We heard fome rime after a 
great Cry, and the Noife of a Drum J but as we fufpe. 
Sed the Chikacha, we kept in the middle of the ili- 
ver, rowing as faft as we could. This was thd^- 
tion of QuinipiJJa, as we underftood fince. We laftd- 
ed that Night in a Village belonging to the Nation 
of Tangibac, as we have been inform’d ^ but the fe. 
habitants had been furpriz’d by their Enemies, fer 
we found ten of them murther’d in their Cabiris; 
which oblig’d us to embark again, and crofs the Ri¬ 
ver, where we landed, and having made a Fire, 
roafted our Indian Corn. 

The Twenty fifth we left the Place early in the 
Morning j and after having row’d the belt part of the 
Day, came to a Point where the Mefcbafipi divides it 
felf into three Chanels: We took the rniddle one, 
which is very broad and deep. The Water began 
there to tafte brackifii, but four Leagues lower it was 
as fait as the Sea. We rowed about four Leagues far¬ 
ther, and difcover’d the Sea, which oblig’d us to go 
a-fiiore to the Eaftward of the Riv^er. 

1 — 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

Reafons “which obli^d us to return towards the Sowetof 
the Ri^er Mefehafipi, without going any fmkr to- 
ward the Sea, 

M y twoMen were very much afraid of the Sf** 
mards of New Mexico , who inhabit to the 
Weft ward of this River 5 and they were perpauafiy 
telling me, that if they were taken, the iJwwBri 
would never fpare their Lives, or at leaft ^ve them 
— the Liberty to return into Europe. I knew their Fe^as 
were ^not altogether unrealbnable; and therefore I 
refolv’d to go no farther, tho’I had noreafon 
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afraid for my felf, our Order being fo numerous in 
}tcv Mexico^ that, on the contrary, I might expecft 
to have had in that Country a peaceable and eafie 
Life. 

I don’t pretend to be a Vlaxhematician, but having 
I Icarn’d to take the Elevation of the Pole, and make 
i ufe of the Aftrolabe, I might have made fome exad 
I Obfervations, had M. la Salle trufted me with that 
: Inftruraent : However, I obferv’d that the Mefchafifi 
j falls into the Gulph of Mexico^ between the 27th and 
' 28th Degrees of Latitude, where, as I believe, our 
I Maps mark a River call’d Kio Efcmdido, the Hidden 
I River. The Magdalen River runs between this River 
and the Mines of St. Barbe that are in New Mexico, 

The Mouth of the Mefchajiyi may be about thirty 
: Leigues from Rio Bravo^ fixty from Palmas , and eighty 
I or a hundred from Rio Panuco, the neareft Habitation 
I of the Spaniard: ; and according to thefe Obfervati- 
cns. the Bay dl Sprito SanBo lies to the North-Eafl: of 
: tl'.e Mejchajrpi, wliich from the Mouth of the River 
I uf the Illinois to the Sea, runs diredlly to the South, 

' or South-Weft, except in its Windings and Turnings, 

I which are fo great, that by our Computation there 
arc about 540 Leagues from the River of the Illinois 
to the Sea, whereas there are not above i jo in a di¬ 
rect Line. The Mefcha/lpi is very deep, without be¬ 
ing interrupted by any Sands, fb that the biggeft 
Ships may come into it. Its Courfe from its Source 
to the Sea, may be 800 Leagues, including Windings 
and Turnings, as I ftiall obferve anon, having tra- 
vell d From its Mouth to its Head. 

iMy Men were very glad of this Difeovery, and to 
have efcap’d fo many Dangers; but, on the ocher 
hand, they exorcis'd a great deal of diftatisfadion to 
have b^cn at Inch trouble, without making any Pro¬ 
fit, having found no Furrs to exchange for their 
Commodities. They were fo impatient to return, 
that they wrmld never fuffer me to build a Cabin up- 
K on 
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on the Shoar, and continue there for fome days, tlie 
better to oblerve where we were. They fquar’d a 
Tree of twelve foot high^ and made a Crofi thereofj 
which we ereded in that Place, leaving there a Let* 
ter fign'd by me and my two Men, containing an 
Account of our Voyage, of our Country, and Pro* 
feffion. We kneel’d then near the Crofs, and having 
fung the Vexilla Regis, and (bme other Hymns, em¬ 
bank'd again on the firft of Jp-il to return towards 
the Source of the River. 

We- faw no body while we continu’d there, and 
therefore cannot tell whether any Natives inhabit 
that Coafl-. We lay, during the time we remain’d 
a-/hoar, uiider our Canou’s, fupported with four 
Forks; and the better to protect its againft the Km, 
we had fome Rolls of Birch-Bark, wherewith we 
made a kind of Curtains about our Canon, hanging 
from the top down to the ground. 'Tis obfervable, 
that during the whole Courfe of our Sailing, God 
protected us againft the Crocodiles, which are very 
numerous in that Rivei', and efpecially towards the 
Mouth: They look’d' dreadful, and would have at¬ 
tack’d us, had we not been very careful to avoid 
them. We Vere very good Husbands of om Indian 
Corn; for the Banks of the River being full of 
Reeds, it was almoft impoffible to land to endeavour 
to kill fome Beafts for our Subfiftence. 

Our Canou being loaded only with three Men and 
our Provifions, did.not draw three Inches Water, 
and therefore we could row very near the Shoar, 
and avoid the Current of the River ; and befides, my 
Men had fuch a deiire to return to the North, that 
that very day we came to Tangibao j but becaufe the 
Savages we had found murthcr’d in their Cabins, 
made us believe, that that Place was not fafe, we 
continu’d our Voyage all the Night long, after ha¬ 
ving fupp’d, lighting a great Match to fright the 
Crocodiles away, tor they fear nothing fo much as 
'Fire. Tlic 
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The next day, Jprjl z- we faw towards break of 
Day a great Smoak not far from us, and a little while 
after we difcover’d four Savage ‘Women loaded with 
Wood, and marching as faft as they could to get to 
their Village before us; but we prov’d too nimble for 
them at hrft. However, fome Buftards coming near 
us, one of my Men could npt forbear to Hioot at 
them; which fo much frighted thefe Women, that 
they left their Load of Wood, and run away to their 
Village, where th?y arriv’d before us. The Savages 
having heard the Noife, were in as great fear as 
their Wives, and left the Village upon our approach; 
but I landed immediately, and advanc’d alone with 
the Cahmet of Peace; whereupon they return’d, 
and receiv’d us wich all the Refped and Civility ima¬ 
ginable. They brought us into a great Cabin, and 
ga^^e us feveral things to eat, fending notice in the 
mean time to their Allies, that We were arriv’d there ; 
fothat a great number cf People crowded about to fee 
US. They admir’d our Guns, and lifting up their 
Hands to Heaven, made us conceive they compar'd 
them to Thunder and Lightning ; but feeing us fhoot 
i Birds at a great dihance, they were fo amaz’d that 
I they could not fpeak a word. Our Men were fo 
! kindly entertain’d, that had it not been for the Com¬ 
modities tliey had hid under-ground >, they would 
.. have rema.irfd amongll. that Nation; and truly it 
wsi chief iy to prevent any fuch thing, that I order’d 
them io do it ; judging from the Civility of thofe 
Savages, that they were like to be tempted to re¬ 
main with them. This Nation call’d themfelves 
Qjfimpijia. 

We made them fome fmall Prefents, to/hew‘our 
I Gratitude for their kind Entertainment, and left that 
I Place, /Ipil and row’d with fuch diligence, that 
we arriv d the fame day at Koroa. That Nation was 
not friglited as ar the hr/t time, but receiv’d us with 
<11 imaginaide Demonftrations of Joy, carrying our 
K 2 Canou 
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Canou upon their Shoulders in a triumphant manner^ 
and twelve Men dancing before us with fineFeathen 
in their hands. The Women follow’d us with their 
Children tvho held me by my Gown and Girdle, 
exprefling much the fame Kiiidnefs to my two Men. 
They condudied me in that manner to the Cabin 
they had prepar’d for us, made of fine Mats of paint¬ 
ed Rallies, and adorri’d wi^i white Coverings made 
of the Bark of Tree's, fpuh as finely as our Linen- 
Cloth; and after we had' refrelK’d our felves, with 
the Viduals they had prepar d for us, they left us alone, 
to give us time to reft ourTelves, which we did all 
the Night long. The next Morning I was furpriz’d 
to fee their Indian Corn, which we left very-green, 
grown already to Maturity ; but I have learn’d lince, 
diat that Corn is ripe fixty days after it is fovvn. 1 
obferv’d there alfo another fort of Corn; but for 
Want of underftanding their Language, I 'vvas not 
able to know its Ufe and Name. 


C H A P. XL. 

j^n Account of our Departure from Koroa, to awtlme m 
Voyage, 

I Left Koroa the next ' April y wiriv a delign to 

vifit feveral Nations inhabiting the Coatll of die 
Alefchafipij but my Men Would never conf^t thtI1^ 
unto, telling me that they had no Buliiiefs there, 
and they were oblig d to make all the hafte they fOuW 
towards die North, to‘ eitchange their C6mlti6d{H6 
for Furrs. I told tlieni, that the Publick Good was 
to be preferred to Private In tereft; but ! could' not 
perfwade them to any fuch thing; and they 
'that every one ought to be free; that they were rewd 
to go tovvards the Source’ of the litver, but than 
might remain amongft thofe Nations, if I though 
•ftt. . In Ihort, I found my felf oblig’d to fubmk to 
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their Will^ though they had receiv’d Orders to obey 
my Direction. We arriv’d the 7th in the Habitati¬ 
on of the Taenfas^ who had already been inform’d 
of our return from the Sea^ and were prepar’d to re¬ 
ceive us j having for that end feni for their Allies in¬ 
habiting the in-land Country to the Weff-ward of 
the River. They us'd all poffible endea\"oiirs to oblige 
us to remain with them, and ofi'er’d usa|^rteat many 
things; but our Men would not llay one lihgle day ; 
though I confefs the Civility of tliat People, and the 
good Difpolltion I obferv’d in them, Wou’d have 
Hopp’d me amongft them, had I been provided with 
things necelTar)' mr the Fundion of my Minilfi y. 

We parted the 8th, and the TadnJ'as follow’d us fc- 
veral Leagues in their lighteft VjrogueSj bur were at 
kflobligd to quit us, being , not able to keep pace, 
with our Canou. One of our Men (liot three Wial- 
pucksatonce, whii.;li they admir'd above all things, 
it being impofltble to do fo with their Arrows. We 
gi'e them fome Tobacco, and parted from them, 
our Men rowing with all their Strength, to let them 
Lewt liad kept company with them out of meet* 
Civilicy. 

The 9thj we came to the Place where our Men had 
hidden their Comincdities; but when my Nien faw 
tlur the Savages had burnt the Trees wnich '.ve had 
mark'd, they were fo afraid, that they were near 
founding away, and did not doubt but their Goods 
were IdL We went a-lhoar; and while I was 
mending our Canou, they went to look for their 
Treafure, which they found in good condition. They 
were G rranfported with Joy, that Ticard came im¬ 
mediately to tell me that all was well. In the mean 
time, the Ahmfas having receiv’d advice of our Re¬ 
turn, came down in great numbers along.tlie River 
to meet ns j and lell they Ihould fee our Men taking 
again their Goods from under tlie Ground, I advan¬ 
ced to meet them with the Calumet of Peace, and 
K 5 dope 
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ftopt them to fmoak, it being a facred Law amongft 
them to fmoak in fuch a Jundure 5 and whofoever 
would refuie;, muft run tho danger of being mur- 
ther’d by the Savages, who have an extraordinary 
Veneration tor the Calumet. 

Whilit I ftopt them, my Men put their Com¬ 
modities into their Canou, and came to take me 
into it. The Savages faw nothing of it, of whkh 
I was very glad j for though they were our own, 
perhaps they might claim part of them upon fome 
Pretence or other. > I made feveral figns upon the 
Sand, to make them apprehend what\I thought; 
but with what Succefs I don't know, for I could no; 
underftand a word of what they faid, their Ian 
guage having no affinity with thofe of their Neigh¬ 
bours I have convers’d withal, both hnce and after 
my Voyage to the Mouth of the Mefchafip. 

l^ot into the Canon, and went by Watei'tothc 
Village of the Akanfa \, while they went by Land; 
but our Men row’d fo faft, that they could hardly 
keep pace with us. One 'of them, who was a good 
Runner, arriv’d at the Village before us, and cam: 
to the Shoar with the Women and Children to re¬ 
ceive us, which they did even with more Civility than 
they had exprefs’d tiie fiift time. Our Men fufpeded 
that tins Was only to get our Commodities., which 
they admir'd ; but they are certainly a good fort of 
People; and inftead of deferving tlie Nam£ of a 
Barbarous Nation, as the Europeans call all die Ns* 
tives of America^ I think they have more liuinaiiicy 
than many Natives of Europe, who pretend to b- 
very civil and affirble to Strangers. 

It would be needlefs to give here an exadt Aoedun- 
of the Feafts and Dances that were made for our 
Entertainment, or of the Melancholy they cxpr#id 
upon our Departure. I muft own, that I had miiCli 
a-do to leave them, but my*two Men would notgivi 
,j:ic leave to tarry a day, feeing thefe Nations, liaving 
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iiad no Commerce with the Enro^eansf did not know 
the Value of Beavers Skins, or other Furrs, whereas 
they thought that the Savages inhabiting about the 
Source of the Mejchafipi, might have been inform’d 
thereof by the Inhabitants of the Banks of the upper 
or Great Lake, which we found to be true, as we 
/hall obferve anon. We left the Akanfas upon the 
24th of Aprils haviiig, prefented them with feveral 
little Toys, which they receiv’d with an extraordi¬ 
nary Joy j and during lixty Leagues, faw no Savage 
neither of rhe Nation of Chikacha , or MeJJorite^ 
which niade us believe they were gone a hunting with 
their Families, or elfc fled away, for fear of the Sa¬ 
vages of Tmtonha^ that is to fiy, fuch as inhabit the 
Meadows, who are their irreconcileable Enemies. 

This made our Voyage the more eahe, for our 
Men landed feveral times to kill fome Fowl and 
other Game, with which the Banks of xhQ Mcfchafipi 
j are plentifully hock’d j however, before we came to 
the Mouth of the River of the Illinois, we difcover’d 
feveral of the MeJJhrkes, who came down all along 
the River j but as they had no Vjrogues with them, 
we crofs’d to the other fide j .and to avoid any Sur¬ 
prize during the Niaht, we made no fire j and there¬ 
by the Savages could not difeover whereabout we 
werefor doubtlefs they would have murthefd us, 
thinking wc were their Enemies. 

I had quite forgot to relate, that the Illinois had 
told us, that towards the Cape, which I have call’d 
in my Map St. Anthony near the Nation of the Mef- 
frittis, there were fome Tritons^ and other Sea-Mon- 
fters painted, which the bolded Men durft not look 
upon, there being fome Enchantment in their Faces. 

I thought this was a Story ^ but when we came neat 
the Place they had mention’d, we law inftead of thefe 
Monrters, a Hoffe and fome other Beads painted up¬ 
on the Rock with red Colours by the Savages. The 
Illinois had told us like wife, that the Rock on which 
K 4 th^fe 
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thefe dreadful Monfters flood , was fo fteep that 
no Mari could climb up to it ; but had we not 
been afraid of the Savages more than of the Monfters, 
we had certainly got up to them. There is a com¬ 
mon Tradition amongfl that People, That a great 
number of j were drown d in that Place, be¬ 

ing purfu'd by the Savages of Matfigamea'^ and fince 
that time, the Savages going by the Rock, ufe to 
Cnoakpand ofler Tobacco to thofe Beafts; to appeafe, 
as thciy fay, the Manitcu, that is, in the Language of 
the Algon'Dfulns and Accadians^ an evil Spirit, whicli 
the Iro^ueje call Otkon 3 but the Name is the only thing 
they know of him. 

While I was at Quebec^ I undevflood that M. j«<* 
fiet had been upon the 'Adefchafift, and obiig’d to re¬ 
turn without going down that River, becaufeofthe 
Monflers I have fpoken of, who had frighted him, as 
alfo becaufe he was afraid to be taken by the Sf&m- 
ards ; and having an Opportunity to know theTruth 
of that Story from M. Jolliet himfelf, with whom 
I had often travelfd upon the River St. Lamm, I 
aslfd him whether he had been as far as the Akmj 7 s: 
That Gentleman anfwefd me, Thar the Outtaounn 
had often fpoke to him of thofe Monflers,* but that lie 
had never gone farther than tho. Hiircns and Oumcmu, 
with whom we had remain’d to exchange our 
Commodities with their Furrs. He added, chat the 
Savages bad told him, that it was not fafe to go d)wn 
the River, becaufe of the Spaniards. But notwich- 
Itanding this R^eport, I have found no-wheie upon 
that River any Maik,' as Crofles, and the like, that 
could perfuade me that the Spaniards had been there; 
and the Savages inhabiting the Mejchafipi would not 
have exprefs’d fuch Admiration as they did when they 
faw us, if they had feen any Europeans before. I’H 
examine this Queflion more at large in my Second 
Volume. 
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J particular Account of the Ri^ver Mefchafipi J Of the 
Country thro which it jiows ; ani of the Mines of Copper^ 
Leadj and Coals we Mfco'uerd in our Voyage. 

F Rom thirty Leagues below Maroay ^o'^n to the 
Sea, tlie Banks of the Mefchafipi are full of Reeds 
or Canes j but we obferv’d about forty places, where 
one may land with great facility. The River 
overflows its Banks now and then ; hut tiie In¬ 
undation is not very conliderable, becaufe of the lit¬ 
tle Hills which flop its Waters. The Countfy beyohd 
ihofe Hills is the hneft that ever I faw, it being a 
Plain, whofe Bounds I don’t know, adorn’d now 
and then with Ibme Hills and Eminences cover’d with 
fine Trees, making the rareft Profpedt in the World. 
The Banks of the fmall Rivers flowing through the 
Plain, are planted with Trees, which look as if they 
had been difpofed into that curious Order by the Art 
of Men ; and they are plentifuliy Rock’d with Filh, 
as well as the Mtfchafpi. The Crocodiles are very 
dangerous upon this great River, as I have already 
obferV’d; and they devour a Man if they can fur- 
prize him ; but 'tis eafie to avoid them, for they don’t 
Iwini after Men, nor follow them a-lhoar. 

The Country affords all forts of Game, as Tur¬ 
key-Cocks, Partridges, Quails, Parrots, Wood-Cocks, 
Turtle-Doves, and Wood-Pidgeons; and abundance 
of wild Bulls, wild Goats, Stags, Beavers, Otters^ 
Martins, and wild Cats: But as we approach’d nearer 
the Sea, we faw no Beavers. I defign to give a par¬ 
ticular Account of thefe Creatures in another place; 
in the mean time we fhall take notice of two others, 
who aie unknown in Europe. 


I have 
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I have already mention’d a little Animal, Kke a 
Musk’d-Rat, that M. la Salle kill’d as we came 
Fort Miamis to tho'Illinois, which deferves a particu¬ 
lar Defcription. It looks like a Rat as to the Shape 
of its Body, but it is as big as a Cat: His Skin looks 
Silver-like, with fome fair black Hair, which makes 
the Colour the more admirable. His Tail is without 
any Hair, as big as a Man’s finger, and about a 
Foot long, wherewith he hangs himfelf to the Bouglis 
of Trees. That Creature lias under the Belly a kind 
of a Bag, wherein they put their young ones when 
they are purfu’d ; which is one of the moft wonder¬ 
ful things of the World, and a clear Demonftration 
of the Providence and Goodnefs of the Almighty, 
who takes fo particular a Care of the meaneft of hb 
Creatures. 

There is no fierce BeafI: in all that Country, that 
dares attack Men ; for the Mschihichly th? moft terri¬ 
ble of all, and who devours ajl other Beafts whatfo- 
ever, runs iiway upon the approach of a Savage. 
The Head of that Creature is very like that of the 
fpotted Lynx, but fomewhat bigger : his Body is 
long, and as large as a wild Goat, but his Legs are 
/hotter; his Pav/s are like a Cat’s-foot \ but the 

, Claws are fo long and firong, that no ocher Bead 
. can refill them. When they have kill’d any Beall, 
they ^ eat part of it, and carry the reft upon their 
Back, to hide it m the Woods 5 and I have been told 
that no other Beall dare meddle with it. Their Skin 
is much like that of a Lion, as well as their Tail; 
but their Head is much bigger.- 

The Savages gave, us to underftand that to the Weft- 
Ward of their Habitation, there are fome Bealls who 
carry Men upon their. Backs, and ftiew’d us the Hoof 
and part of the Leg of one, which was certainly 
the Hoof of a Horfe ; and furely Horfes muft 
not be utterly unknown in the Northern Amm- 
<a: for then how cou’d the Savages have drawn 

upon 
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iipofl the Rock I have mention’d, the Figure of that 
Animal ? 

They have in that Country all forts of Trees we 
have in Europe, and a great many other unknown to 
us. There are -the fineft Cedars in the World 5 and 
another fort of Tree, from which drops a moft fra¬ 
grant Gum, which in my opinion exceeds our beft 
Perfumes. The Cotton-Trees are of a prodigious 
height ; the Savages rriake them hollow with Fire, to 
make their Eyrngues of them ; and we have feen fome 
of them all of a-piece, above an hundred Foot long. 
The Oak is fo good, that I believe it exceeds ours 
for building Ships. I have obferv’d that Hemp grows 
naturally in that Country, and that they make Tarr 
and Pitch toward the Sea-Coal Is; and as I don^t que- 
ftion but that there are ,fome Iron-Mines, the 
Building of Men of War wou’d be very cheap in the 
River Mejchajipi. 

1 took notice in my Defcription of Louljlana, that 
there are vaft Meadows, which need not to begrubb’d 
up, but are ready for the Plow and Seed ; and cer¬ 
tainly the Soil mull: be very fruitful, lince Beans grow 
naturally, without any Culture. Their Stalks fubfill 
feveral years, bearing Fruit in the proper .Seafons: 
They are as big as one’s Arm, ahd climb up the higli- 
eft Trees, juft as Ivy does. The Peach-Trees are 
like ours, and fo ' fruitful, that they wou’d break if 
they were not fupported. Their Forefts are full of 
Mulberry-Trees and Plum-Trees, whofe Fruit is be- 
musk’d. They have alfo plenty of Pomegranater 
Trees and Cheftnut-Trees: And ’tis obfervable, that 
all thefe Trees are cover’d with Vines, whofe Grapes 
are very big and fvveet. 

They have three or four Crops of Indian Corn in 
one Year; for they have no other Winter than fome 
Rains. We had not time enough to look for Mines; 
but we found in feveral Places fome Pit-Coal ; and 
die Savages Ihew’d us great Mines of Lead and Cop¬ 
per. 
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per. They have alfo Quarries of Freeftone j and 
of black, white, and Jafper-like Marble, of which 
they make their Calumets. 

Thefe Savages are good-natur’d Men, affable, ci¬ 
vil, and obliging; but I defign to make a particular 
Trad concerning their Manners, in my Second Vc, 
lame. It feems. they have no Sentiments of Religi¬ 
on ; though one may judge from their A< 5 hions that 
they have a kind of Veneration for the Sun, whidi 
they acknowledge, as it feems, for the Maker and 
Pieferver of all things. 

When the Nadoueffians and Iffati take Tobacco, they 
look upon the Sun, which they call in their Language 
Lotus ; and as foon as they have lighted their Pipe, 
they prefent it to the Sun with thefe Words, Tchm- 
diQuh^ Louis ^ that is to fay, Smoak Sun ; which I took 
for a kind of Adoration. I was glad when I heard 
that this only Deity was call'd Louisy becaufe it was 
alfo my Name. They call the Moon Louis Bafatfcht, 
that is to fay, Jhe Sun of the Night ; fo that the Moon 
and Sun have the fame Name, except that the Moon 
is diftinguffiM by the Word Bafatfche. 

They offer alfo to the Sun the beft Part of the 
Bead they kill, which they carry to the Cabin of 
their Chief, who makes his Profit thereof, and mum¬ 
bles fome Words as it raifes. They offer alfo the fiiil 
Smoak of their Calumets, and then blow the Smoak 
towards the four Corners of the World. This is all 
I have obferv'd concerning their Religion; which 
makes me believe that they have a religious Venera¬ 
tion for the Sun. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. XLII. 

An Account of the 'Varlom Languages of the L^aticns inha- 
• biting the Banks tf the MefcHafipi 5 'of their Submijfon 
to their Chief ; cf the Difference of their Mdnners fiom 
the Savages of Canada ; and of the Difficulties, or 
rather Impoffibilities attending their Converfion. 

T IS very ftrange that every Nation of the Savages 
of the Northern America /hould have a peculiar 
Langu<''ge ; for though fome of them live not ten 
Leagues one from another^they muft ufe an Interpreter 
to talk together, there being nouniverfal Language a- 
mongd them ; as one may call the Lingua Franca, 
which is underftood upon all the Coaft of the Medi¬ 
terranean-Sea ; or the Latin Tongue, common to all 
the Learned Men of Lurope. However, thofe who 
live fo near one another, underliand fome Words 
us’d amongft their Neighbours, but not well enough to 
treat togethei* without an Interpreter; and therefore 
they us’d to fend one of their Men to each of their Al¬ 
lies, to learn their Language, and remain with them 
as their Refident, and take Care of their Concerns. 

Thefe Savages differ from thofe of Canada both in 
their Manners, Cuftoms, Temper, Inclinations, 
and even in the Shape of their Heads; thofe of 
the Mejehafipi having their Heads very flat. They 
have lai'ge Places in their Villages, where they meet 
together upon any publick Rejoycings; and where 
they have publick Games at certain Seafons of the 
Vear. They are lively and a( 5 live, having nothing 
of that Morofity and PenfivjeneG of the Iroejuefe ana 
others. Their Chiefs have a moreabfolute Autho¬ 
rity than thofe of the other Savages, which Power 
is very narrow ; and thofe who live the neareft to the 
Mouth of the River, have fuch a Deference for their 

Chief, 
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Chief, that they dare not pafs between him and .1 
Flambeau, which is always carry’d before him in all 
Ceremonies. Thefe Chiefe have Servants and Of¬ 
ficers to wait upon them : T^hey diftribute Rewards 
and.Prefents as they think'ht. In fhort, they have 
amongft them a Form of Political Government; 
and I muft own they make a tolerable ufe of their 
Realbn. 

They were altogether ignorant of Fire-Arms, and 
all other Inftruments and Tools of Iron and Steel, 
their Knives and Axes being made of Flint, and other 
fharp Stones: And whereas we were told that the 
Spaniards of New Mexico liv’d not above forty 
Leagues from them, and fupply’d them with all the 
Tools, and other Commodities of Europe ; we fotin^ 
nothing among them that might be fufped:ed to come 
from thQ Europeans, unlels it be fome little pieces of 
GlaG ftrung upon a Thread, with which their Wo¬ 
men ufe to adorn their Pleads. They wear Brace¬ 
lets and Ear-Rings of fine Pearls, which they fpoil, 
having nothing to boar them with, but with Fire. 
They made us to underffand that they have them in 
exchange for their Calumets, from fome Nations inha¬ 
biting the.Coaft of the great Lake to the South-ward, 
which I take to be the Gul^h of Florida. ■ 

FI 1 fay nothing here, or at leaft-very little, con¬ 
cerning their Converfion, referving to difcourfe fully 
upon that Subjei?!:, in another Volume, wherein I pro- 
mife my felf to undeceive many People about the 
falfe Opinions they entertain on this Matter. Where- 
ever theApoftles appear’d, they converted fo gr^t a 
number of People, that the Golpel was known and 
believ’d in a fliort time, thro’ moft part of the then 
known World. But our Modern.Miffions are not 
attended with that Grace and Power, and thereftie 
vve are not>o exped: thofe miraculous Converfions. I 
have imparted to them, as well as I cou’d, the chief 
and general Truths of the Cbrijlian Religion : But, as 

I have 
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have obferv’fl already, the Languages of thofe Na- 
ions having little or no Affinity one with another, 
canndt fay that my Endeavours have been very fuc- 
:efful, tho’ I learn’d the Language of - the I£ati 
,r Nadouffiam, and underftood indifferently well 
hat oi’ the Illinois ; But the Truths of Chriftianity 
ire fo fublime, that I fear, neither my Words nor 
^igns and Adions have been able to give 'them an 
[dea of what I preach’d unto them. GOD alone, 
who knows the Hearts of Men, knows alfo what 
Succefs my Endeavours have had. The Baptifm I 
have adminifter’d to feveral Children, of whofe 
Death I was morally affur’d, is the only certain 
Fruit of my Miffion. But after all, I have only diL 
cover’d the Way for other Miffionaries, and ffiall be 
ready at all times to return thither, thinking nay felf 
very happy if I can fpend the reft of my Days in en¬ 
deavouring my own‘and other Mens Salvation ; and 
efpecially in favour of thofe poor Nations, who have 
to hitherto ignorant of their Creator and Redeem¬ 
er. But left I ftiou’d tire the Reader, I reaffume the 
Thread of my Difcourfe. 


CHAP, XLIIL 

Ah Account of the Fijhery of the Sturgeons 5 and of the 
Courfe ive took, for fear i>f meeting fome of our Men 
from Fon Crevecceur. 

W E embarqu’d the Twenty fourth of Jpril, as 
I have already faid; and our,Provirions being 
rpenc fome Days after, we had nothing to live upon, 
but the Game we kill’d, or the Filh we cou d catch. 
Stags, wild Goats, and even wild Bulls are pretty 
fcarce toward the Mouth of the River of the Illinois ; 
for this Nation comes as far as the Mefchafifi to hunt 
them > but by good chance we found a great quan- 
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tity of Sturgeons, with long BiUs, as we call’d them, 
from the fhape of their Head. It was then the Sea* 
fon that thefe Fiihes fpawn ; and they come as near 
the Shore as they can; fo that we kill’d as many as 
we wou’d with our Axes and Swords, without fpend- 
ing our Powder and Shot. They were fb numerous, 
that we took nothing but the Belly, and other dajnty 
Parts, throwing off the reft. 

As we came near the Mouth of the River of the 
Illinois, my Men -begun to be very afraid to meet 
with their Comrades of Fort Crevecmr ; for having 
not yet exchang’d their Commodities, as they 
were order’d, and refus’d to go Northward at fiift, 
as I defir’d them, they had great reafon to fear that 
they wou'd ftop them, and punifti them for not ha¬ 
ving follow’d my Directions. I was likewife afraid 
that by thefe Means our Voyage towards the Sea 
wou’d be difcover’d, (there being Tome Reafons to 
keep it fecret, as I ftiall obferve in another place) and 
our farther Difcovery ftopt; and therefore to pie- 
vent any fuch thing, I advis’d them to row all the 
Night, and to reft our felves during the Day in tk 
Iflands, which are fo numerous in that River. The 
Trees and Vines wherewith thofe Iflands are cover'd, 
are fo thick, that one can hardly land 5 and fo we 
might lie there very (afe, it being impoffible to difco- 
ver us. This Advice was approv’d, and thereby we 
avoided any Rencounter 5 for I did not doubt but 
our Men came now and then from Fort Crtvec(eur, 
to obferve the Mefchapfi, and get Intelligence of us. 
But when we found our felves pretty far from the 
River of the Illinois, we travell’d in the Day-time, as 
we ufed to do, in order to make our ObfervationSi 
and view the Country ; which does not appear fo 
fertil, nor cover’d with fo fine Trees above the Rw 
of the lUinoify as it is below, down the to 

the Sea. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

A fiiort Account of the Ri'vers that fall into the Mefcha- 
fipi j (f the Lake of Tears ; of the Fall of St, Andio- 
ny; the -wild Oats of that Comtry 5 and fe'veral 
other Circumjlances of our Voyage, 

N O Rivers, as I have already laid, run into the 
Mefchafpi between the River of the Illinots and 
the Fall of St. Anthony, from the Weft ward, but the 
River Ottenta, and anotlier which difcharges it felf 
into it within eight Leagues of the faid Fall: But on 
the Eaft ward we met with a pretty large River, call’d 
Ofiifcenfn, or Mifconfin, which comes from the North¬ 
ward. This River is near as large as that of the Idi^ 
wu; but I cannot give an exacft Account of the ^ 
length of its Courfc, for we left it about fixty Leagues 
from its Mouth, to make a Vortage into another Ri¬ 
ver, which runs into the Bay of Fuans, as I ftiall ob- 
ferve when I come to fpeak of our return from IJfati 
into Canada, This River Oulfconfin runs into the 
Mefchafpi about an hundred Leagues above that of 
the Illinois, 

Within five and twenty Leagues after, we met ano¬ 
ther River coming from the Eaftward, nam’d by the 
IJfati and Nadoufians, Chehadeba, that is, The Black BJ- 
w. I can fay very little of it, having obferv’d only 
its Mouth; but I judge from that, that it is not very 
confiderablc. About thirty Leagues higher we found 
the Lake of Tears, which we nam d fo, becaufe the 
who took us, as it will be hereafter related, 
conlult^ in this Place what they ftiould do with 
their Prifoners; and thofe who were for murthering 
u&i cry'd all the Night upon us, to oblige, by their 
Tears, their Companions to confent to our Death. 
This Lake is form’d by the Mefchafpi, and may be 
L Isven 
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feven Leagues long;, and five broad. Its Waters,are 
almoft ftasnantj the Stream being hardly perceptilile 
in the middle. We met;, within a League above the 
LakOj another Rivet;, call’d, The River of the wk 
Bulls , becauie of the great number of thofe Beafis 
grazing upon its'Banks. It falls with a great rapidi^ 
into the Mefehafip • but fome Leagues above its 
Mouth, the Stream is very gentle and moderate. 
There is an infinite number of large Toj toifes in 
that Ri\':er, which are very relilhing. A Row of 
Mountains fence its Banks in fome places^ 

There-is another River, which falls foity Leagues 
above this laft, into the Mefch,ffi ; thro’ which one 
jmay go into the Upper I.ake, by making a Verttin 
from it into the River NiJJipikouet, which runs into 
• die fame Lake. It is full of Rocks and rapid Streams. 
We nam’d it The River jf the Grave, or Maufolam, 
becaufe the Savages bury’d there one of tiieir Men, 
who was bitten by a Rattle-Snake. They us’d great 
Ceremonies in his Funeral, which I lhall defaibein 
another place ,* and I put upon his Corps a wlike 
Covering 5 for which the Savages return’d me their 
publick Thanks, and made a great Feaft, to which 
above an hundred Men were invited. 

The Navigation of the Mejehafpi is interrupted ten 
Leagues above this River of the Grave, by a Fall of 
fifty or fixty Foot, which we call d The Fall of St.An- 
, thony of PaJua, whom we had taken for the l^te(^tor 
of our Difeoyery. There is a Rock of a Pyraini* 
dal Figure, juft in the middle of the Fall of the 
River. 

The Row of Mountains fencing the Banks of die 
Mefehafpi, ends at the Mouth of the River of Ow/- 
cDufin ; and there we likewife obferv’d, that that 
ver, which runs from thence ^to the Sea almoftdir^ 
ly North and South, runs then from the Weftwar^^ 
the North-Weft. The Misfortune we hadof 
taken Prifoners, hindred us from going as far 

Source : 
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Spaite^ which we cou"d never learn from' the Sava¬ 
ge, who told us only^ that about twenty or thirty 
Leagues above the Fall of St. there is ano¬ 

ther Fall j near which a Nation of Savages inhabit 
at certain Seafons of the Year. They call thofe Na¬ 
tions Twtonha, that is. The Inhabitants, of the Mea- 
ihu>s. 

Eight Leagues above the Fall of St. Anthony^ we 
met ^th the River of the IJJati or NadouJJtans, vvhich 
is very narrow.at the Mouth. It comes out from 
the Lake of the IJfati, lying about feventy Leagues, 
from its Mouth. We call’d this River The River of 
St. Francis ; and it was in this Place that we were 
aiiade Slaves by the IJfati. 

The Courfe of the Mefchaftfi, according to our 
beft Computation, is about Eight hundred League? 
bng, from TmtonJja to the Sea, including its Wind¬ 
ings and Turnings j which are v^ry great, and may 
be navigable from the Fall of St. Anthony y for flat- 
bottom’d Boats, provided the Iflands were clear’d 
from Trees, and efpecially from Vines; which having 
ty’d the Trees together, wou’d ftop a Boat in many 
Places. 

The Country about the Lake IJfati is a Marlhy 
Ground, wherein grows abundance of wild Oats, 
which grow without any Culture or Sowing, in 
Ukes, provided they are not above three Foot deep. 
Th.u Corn is fomewhat like our Oats, but much 
better; and its Stalks are a great deal longer when it 
is ripe. The Savages gather it, and live thereupon 
leveral Months of the Year, making a kind of Broath 
thereof. The Savage Women are oblig’d to tie feve- 
ral Stalks together with White Bark of Trees, to 
fright away the Ducks, Teals, or Swans, which 
otherwife wou’d fpoil it befo.m it be ripe. 

This Lake of hjati lies within flxty Leagues to the 
Weftwaijd of rhe Upper Lake ; but Tis impoffible to 
. travel by Land frem one to the other, unlefs it be in 
L 2 a hard 
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a hard Froftj becaufe of the Marfhy Grounds, which 
otherwife fink under a Man 5 but, as I have already 
faid , they may ufe their' Carious, tho" it be very 
troublefom, becaufe of the many Vortages, and the 
length of the Way, which, by Reafon of the Wind¬ 
ing's of the River, is about a hundred and fifty 
Leagues. The fhorreft way is by the River of the 
Gra'vty thro’ which we went in our return. We found 
nothing but the Bones of the Savage we had bury’d 
there, the Bears having pull'd out with their Paws 
the great Stakes the Savages had beat deep into the 
Ground round about the Corp$; which is their ufual 
Way of Burying their Dead. We found near the 
Gi’ave a Cahmet or Pipe of War, and a Pot, in which 
the Savages had left fome fat Meat of Wild Bulls, 
for the Ufe of their dead Friend, during his Voyage 
into the Cbuntry of Souls ; which fheweth that they 
believe their Immortality. 

There are many othe-’ Lakes near the River 
from which feveral Rivers fpring. The Banks of 
thofe Rivers are in'nabited by the IJfati, the hladoufh 
fimy the Tintonha or hihabitants of MeadoWSy the 0/w- 
debathon or Men of Rivers^ the Chongiuketon or Nation 
(f the Wolf ov the Dog, for Chong i fignifies either of 
ihefe Creatures. There are alfo feveral other Nati¬ 
ons, which we include under the general Denomina¬ 
tion of Nadoujfians. Thefe Savages may bring into 
the Field eight or nine thoufand Men: They are 
Brave, Bold, great Runners, and good Markfmen 
with their Arrows. It was a Party of thefe Savages 
that took us Prifoners, and carry’d us to the Ijfatiy, as 
I am going to relate in the following Chapter. 
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CHAP. XLV. 

lie. Author and his Canou-Men are taken hy the Savages, 
who, after feveral Attempts upon their Lives, carry 
them aivay "with them into their Comtry above the Ri¬ 
ver Mefchafipi. 

W E ufed to go to Prayers thrice a Day, as I 
have elfewhere obferv’d •, and my confianc 
Requeft to God was. That when we fhou'd firft meet 
the Savages, it might happen to be by Day. Their 
Cuftom is, to kill as Enemies all they meet by Ni;;ht, 
to enrich themfelves with their Spoils, which are no^ 
tiling but a parcel of Hatchets, Knives, and fuch 
like Tiil:!es ; which yet they value more than we do. 
Gold or Silver. They make no fcruple to aflaflinate 
even their own Allies, when they think they, can 
handfomiy conceal the Murder 5 for by fuch Exploits 
it is they liope to gain the Reputation of being great 
Soldiers, and to pals for Men of Courage and Re- 
fclution. 

'Twas with a great deal of Satisfaction that we 
furvey’d the Pleafures of the River Mefchafipi , all 
abng our Pallage up it, which had been fince the 
firftof ApriL Nothing as yet had interrupted our 
Obfervations, whether it were navigable above or 
below. In our way we kill’d feven or eight Buftards 
or Wild Turkeys, which in thefe Countries encreafe 
mightily, as well as all other Wild Creatures. We 
had alfo plenty of Bulls, Deers, Caftors, Fifh, and 
Bears Flelh ; which laft we kill’d as they were Iwim- 
ming over the River. 

And here I cannot forbear ferioufly refleCling on 
kacfecret Pleafure and Satisfaction or Mind,which is 
0 be fou;id in Prayer, and the real Advantages which 
Bay be drawn from thence, when I conlider how 
! L 5 efFeCkially 
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efFedually my own were heard : For the fame Day, 
being the Twelfth of Jpril, as our two Men were 
boiling one of the Buftards> and my felf refitting 
our Canon on the Banks of the River, I perceiv’d 
all of a fudden, about Two in the Afternoon, no 
lefs than fifty Canou’s^ which were made of Bark, 
and manned with a hundred and twenty Savages, 
who were ftark naked, and came down the Rher 
with an extraordinary Swiftnefs, to furprize the Mi- 
ami’sy lllmmy and Marohansy their Enemi^. 

We threw away the Broath which was a prepa¬ 
ring, and getting aboard as fall: as we cou’d, made 
towards them, crying out thrice, M'tjtigauchi aUd Di- 
atchezy which in the-Language of the arid 

Algotujubuy is as much as to fay. Comrades^ m are 
'Men of Wooden Canons ; for fo they call thofe that fail 
^n great VelTels. This had no effed, for the Barba¬ 
rians underftood not what we faid j fo that they 
fusTOunded us immediately, and began to let fly their 
Arrows at a difiance, till the Eldefi amongft tkni 
perceiving that I had a Calumet or Pipe of Peace in 
my hand, came up to us, and prevented'our being 
murdered by their Warriours. 

Thefe Men who are more brutal than thofe of the 
lower River, fell a jumping out of their Canon’s, 
Ibme upon Land, others into the Water; furround¬ 
ing us on all Sides v/ith Shrieks and Out-cries tliat 
were indeed very terrifying. ^Twas to no purpofeto 
refifi, being but three to fo great a number. One of 
them (hatch'd the Pipe of Peace out of my Hand, as 
our Canou and theirs were faftned together on the 
Bank of the River. We prelented them with fome 
(mall Pieces of Martinko Tobacco, becaufe it was bet¬ 
ter than what they had. As they receiv’d it> the El¬ 
ders of them cry'd out Mlahimay Miabima ; but wiur 
they meant by it, we knew not. However, we made 
Signs with our. Oars upon the Sand, that the MW/ 
their Enemies, whom they wei’e in fearcli of, 
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pag’d the Riveij and were upon theirTliglK to joiii 
tbe Illmu. 

1 . When they (^iw themfelves difcover’d;- and confs- 
I quently out of all hopes of furprizing their Enemies, 
three or four of the eldeft of them laid their hands 
on my Head, and began to weep birteHy, accom¬ 
panying their Tears with fuch mournful Accents 
as can hardly be exprefs’d ; till with a forry Hand¬ 
kerchief of Armenian Clotli, which I had left 
I made a Shift to dry up their Tears: However, to 
very little purpofe ,• foi' refufing to fmoak in our 
Qdmm or Pipe of Peace, they thereby gave us to 
underftand, that their deiign was ftill to murder us. 

S ereupoii Vvith an horrid Out-cry, which they fet up 
I at once, to make it yet the more terrible, they 
hurry’d us crofs the River, forcing us to redouble the 
Stroaks of our Oar, to make the more fpeed ; and 
entertaining us all the while with fuch difmal Howl- 
ings, as were capable of ilriking Terrour into the 
moft refolute and daring Souls., Being come a-fhoar 
on die other fide, we unloaded our Canou, and 
landed our Things, part of which they had robb’d 
us of already. Some time after our Landing, vve 
made a fire a lecond time, to make an end of boiling 
our flulfard. Two others we prefented the Barbari¬ 
ans,, who having confulted together what they Ihould 
do with us, two of their Leaders came up to us, and 
made us to underhand by Signs, that their Warriours 
were reviv’d upon our Death. This oblig’d me, 
whilft one of our Canou-Men look'd after our 
i&ings, to go with the other, and apply my felf to 
to their Chiefs. Six Hatchers, fifteen Knives, lome 
pieoss of Tolrwcco, was the Prefent that I made 
them. After which, bending my Neck, and point¬ 
ing to a Hatchet, I fignifi’d to them by that Submif- 
f»n, that we threw our felves on their Mercy. 

•The Prefent had the good effed to foften fonie of 
who, according to their Ciulom, gave us 
L 4 forae 
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fome FleHi of Beaver to eat, - themfelves putting tb 
three firft Bits in our Mouths ; having firfti blew® 
upon it, becaufe the Mtet was ^hot. After this they 
let their Platter before us, which was made of the 
Bark c^^a Tree, leaving us at liberty to feed after 
our own fafliion. Thefo eivilities did not Hinder us 
from pafling the Night very uneafily, becaufe in 
the Evening before' they went to deep, they 
had return'd us our Calumet of Peace. The two 
Canou-Men refolv'd to fell their Lives as dear as 
they could, and to defend themfelves like Men to 
the lad, in cafe they Ihou'd attack us. For my pan, 
I told them I refolv'd to fuffer my felf to be (lain 
without the lead Refidance, in Imitation of our S> 
viour, who refign’d himfelf up voluntarily into the 
hand of his Executioner. However, we watch’d all 
Night by turns, that we might not be furpriz’d in 
our Sleep. * 


CHAP. XLVI. 

Tlje Refolution ’which the Barbarians took to carry the Au¬ 
thor and his two Men along with them up into their 
Country^ above the River Mefohafipi. 

T he 13th of Aprily very early in the Morning, 
one of their Captains, whole Name was .N^ar- 
rhetoba^ being one of thole who had been for killing 
us, and whole Body was painted all over, ame ana 
demanded my Pipe of Peace. It being deliver’d 
him, he fill’d* it with Tobacco of their own growth, 
and made thofe of his own Band fmoak in it firft; 
then all the red that had been for putting us to death. 
After this* be made Signs, that we mud go with them 
into thein'iCouncry, whither.'they were then about 
to reriTfiiii .ThisPfopofol did not darrle me moehj j 
for diaying ’ carrs’d the' Enterprize which they j 
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^’d againft their Enemies to roifcarry^jil was not 
upwHling to embrace any opportunity of> making 
fenher Difcoveries amongft thefe barbarous Na- 
tioni ^ ' 

That which perplex’d memoft, was the Difficulty 
I had of faying my Office, and perforiping the reft 
’ of my Devotions, in the prefence of thefc: Wretches. 
Many of them obferving my Lips tQ ipoye, told 
me in a harfh and fevere Tone, Ouackavfbe )^ from. 
whence, becaufe we underftood not a word of their 
Languge, we concluded them to be very ^angry. 
Hubacl Akoy one of the Ganou-Men, told me with 
i frightful Air, that if I continu’d to fiy my Efe- 
yiary, we Ihould infallibly be murther’d by them. 
Pieard du Gay defir’d me at leaft to fay my Prayers in 
private, for fear of enraging them too far. The laft 
Advice feem’d the belt; but the more I endeavour’d 
to conceal my felf, the more of them had I at my 
Hoels. If at any time I retir'd into the Woods, they 
j immediately concluded ’twas to hide fomething : So 
I tha: I knew not which way to turn me for the perfor- 
I 'Hunce of my Duty j for they would never fuffer 
me a moment out of their Sight. 

This conipeird me at laft to acquaint the two Ca- 
JC'i Men, that I con’d no longer difpenfe with my 
kit in omitting the Duty of my Office : That , if 
dev Ihou’d murder us on this Account, I fhou’d in- 
dted be the innocent Caufe of their Death as well 
asmy own; that therefore I ran the fame Rifque as 
dey, but that no Danger was great enough to jufti- 
fit me in the difpenfing with my Duty. In fine, the 
Babarians underftood by the Word Omckamhcy that 
d» Book in which I read, was an .evil Spirit, as I af- 
feiwards underftood by being amongft them. How- 
em-, I then knew by their Geftures, that they had 
^averfion for it. Wherefore to ufe them to it by 
degrees, I was wont ta fing the Litanies, as we were 
the Way, holding the Book in my Hand. They 
- i fondly 

^ 
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fondly believ’d my Breviary was a Spirit, >-vito 
taught me to fing thus for their Diverfion. All tb^ 
People naturally love Singing. ; 


CHAP. XLVII. 

many Outrages dene m hy the Savages^ before iim ar^ 
rl'vd in their Country, They frequently defign againf 
eur Lives. 

T H E many Outrages which were done us by 
thefe Barbarians, tlurough the whole Courfe of 
our Voyage, are not to be imagin’d. Our Cahou 
was both bigger and heavier laden than theirs. They 
feldom carry any thing but a Quiver full of Arrows, 
a Bow, and fome lorry Skin or other, which ufually 
ferves two of them for a Coverlet. The Night 
were Hiarp as yet for the Seafon, by reafon of oui 
advancing Bill Northwards ^ fp that at Night ’twat 
neceffary to keep our felves as warm as we could. 

Our ConduAors obferving that we did not make 
lb much Way as themfelves, order’d three of theif 
Warriours to go aboard us. One feated bimfelf oa 
my Left, the other two behind the Men, to hel^) 
them to row, that we might make the more hafti 
The Barbarians Ibmetimes row no lefs than tliir:y 
Leagues a day, when they are in hafte to take oe 
Field, and defign to furprize their Enemies. Thiife 
who took us were of divers Villages, and as mtch 
divided in their Sentiments, in regard of us. Evey 
Evening Twas our peculiar Care to plant our Calw 
near the young Chief, who had taken Toba^ttS® k 
our Pipe of Peace; fignifying to him thereby, titfit 
we put our felves under his Protection,. 

This we did, by reafon of the D'vifions which 
reign’d amongft the Savages. Aquipagaetin, ooe.of 
their Chiefs, who had a Son kill’d by the MmjSi 

finding 
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finding he could not revenge himfeH* of chat Nation, 
thoaght of venting his Paiiioti upon Every 
Night would he bewail his Son, whom he had loft in 
the War, thinking thereby to ftir up thofe of his 
Band to revenge his Death, by killing us, -feizing our 
Effects, and after that purfuing the Mia?ms. But ^ 
the other Savages, who were very fond of European * 
Commodities, thought it more advifoabie to protedt 
uSj that other Europeans might be encourag'd to come 
amongft them. They chiefly defir’d Guns, upon 
which they fet the higheft Value, having feen the 
efe of them upon one of our Canou-Men's killing 
tlireeor four Buftards or wild Turkies, at one Angle 
Difcharge of his Fulil; whereas they could not kill 
above one at a time witfi their Bows. 

We have underftood by them fince, that the 
Words Manza Ouackanche lignifte Iron pojje^d by cm 
Evil Spirt. So they call the Fufil, which breaks a 
Man’s Bones; whereas their Arrows glide only be- 
mten the FleOi and the Mufcles, which they pierce 
without breaking the Bone at all, or very feldom at 
kaft. ’For which reafon it is, that thefe People do 
much eafier cu.^e the Wounds which are made by the 
Arrow or Dart, than thofe of the Fufil. 

When we were ftrft taken by the Barbarians, we 
weiegot about an hundred and fifty Leagues up the 
Rivttr, from that of the Illinois. We row'd after¬ 
wards in their Company for nineteen Days together, 
fometimes North , (bmetimes North-Eaft , as wfe 
judg\i by the (garters from whence the Wind 
blew, and according to the beft Obfervations we 
coo’d make by our Conipafs. So that after thefe Bar¬ 
barians had fore d us to follow them, we made more 
than two hundred and fifty Leagues upon that fame 
River. The Savages are of an extraordinary Force 
in a Canou. They'll row from Morning to Night 
i^ithout refting, or hardly allowing themfelves fo 
much time as to eat their Viduals. 

T6 
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To oblige us to follow them the fafter, there were 
ufually four or five of their Men a-board us; for our 
Canou was larger, and deeper loaden than theirs, fo 
that we had need of their Afltftance, to be able to 
keep ’em company. When it rain’d, we fet up our 
Tilts; but when ’twas fair, the Heavens were our 
Canopy. By this means we had Icifure to take our 
Obfervatioris from the Moon and the Stars when it 
was clear. Notwithftanding the fatigue of the Day, 
the youngeft of the Warriours went at Night 
danc’d the ^eed before four or five of their Qptafcs 
till Midnight. The Captain to whofe Quarter they 
went, fent with a deal of Ceremony to thofe that 
danc’d, a Warriour of his own Family, to make 
them fmoak one after another in his own Reed of 
War, which is diftinguift’d from that of Peace by 
its Feathers. 

This fort of Ceremony is always concluded by the 
two Youngett of thofe who have had any Relations 
kill’d in the Wars. Thefe take feveral Arrows, and 
laying, them a-crofs at the point, prcfent them in 
that manner to their Captains, weeping very bitter¬ 
ly ; who, notwithftanding the excels of their Sor¬ 
row, return them back to be kifs’d. In fliort, nei¬ 
ther the Fatigues of the Day, nor Watchings, 
are fufficient to prevail with the Elders lb much as to 
Ihut tlieir Eyes, moft. of them watching till almoft 
Break of Day, for fear of being furpriz’d by their 
Enemies. As loon as the Morning appears, one of 
them fets up the ordinary Cry, when in a moraent 
the Warriours are all in their Canou’s. Some are 
lent to encompals the Iflands, and to fee what Game 
they can meet with ^ whilft others that are more 
fwift, go by Land to difcover by the Snioak the 
Place where the Enemies lie. 

CHAR 
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C H A P. XLVIII. 

Jlie Advantages which the Savages of the North have over 
tbofe ef the South, in relation to the War :, As alfo the 
Ceremony which was perforn/d by one of our Captains, 
having cau/d m to halt at Noon, 

W Hen the Savages of the North are at War, ’tis 
their Cufloni to port themfelves upon the 
point of fome one of thofe many Iflands^ of which 
this River is full, where they look upon themfelves 
to be always lafe. Thole cff the South, who are 
their Enemies, having nothing but Tyrogues, or Ca¬ 
non’s of Wood, with which they cannot go veiy 
fall, becaufe of their weight. None but the Nor¬ 
thern Nations have Birch to make Canou’s of their 
Bark. The People of the South are depriv’d of this 
Advantage, whereas thofe of the North can with an 
admirable facility pafs from Lake to Lake, and River 
to River, to attack their Enemy. Nay, when they 
are difcover’d, they value it not, provided they have 
time to recover their Canon’s; for ’tis impolfible for 
tbofe who purfue them either by Land, or in the 
^^lues, to do it with any Succefs. 

As to what relates to Ambufcades, no Nation in 
the World comes near thofe Northern Savages, being 
patient of Hunger, and the utmoft Severities of the 
Weather, beyond belief. ’Tis their fure Carrie ; and 
they never fail being fuccour d by three or four of 
their Comrades, whenever their Enemies attack ’em. 
S6 that they always bring their Defigns about this 
at leaff, if not over power’d fo by Numbers, 
as not to be able to recover their Canou’s, and fave 
themfelves by flight. 

One of the nineteen Days of our moft tirefbme 
Voyage, a Captain call'd Aquipagmtin, who after-- 

wards 
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wards adopted me for his Son, as we /hall fee ©on 
thought it advifabte to halt about Noon in a fineta^e 
Meadow^ fituate on the Weft of the River Mtfm 
ftp. This Chief had kill’d a large fat Bear, to which 
he invited the principal Captains of the Warriou^ 
After the Repaft, thefe Savages haying all of ^ 
certain Marks in the Face, and their Bodies p^itd 
with the Figure of fome Beaft, fuch as every one 
fancy’d belt, their Hair being alfo anointed with the 
Oil of Bears, and ftuck all over with red and white 
Feathers, and their Heads cover’d with the Down of 
Birds, began to dance • with their Hands all upon 
their Hip, and ftriking the Soles of their Feet witli 
that violence againft the Earth, that the very Marks 
appear’d. During the Dance, one of the Sons of the 
Mafter of the Ceremonies, made ’em all fmoak ii) 
the Pipe of War, himfelf /liedding abundance of 
Tears during the whole A(ftion. And theFathetj 
who mar/hall’d the whole melancholy Scene, accom¬ 
pany’d him with a Voice fo lamentable and broken, 
with fo many riling Sighs, as were capable of melting 
the mbft obdurate Heart, bathing him/^f all the 
while in his Tears: Sometimes would he addrefi 
himfelf to the Warriour, fometimes to me, , laying 
his Hands on my Head, as he did alfo on my Mens. 
Sometimes would he lift up his Eyes to Heaven, re¬ 
peating the Word Louis^ which in their Speech figni- 
fies the Sun, appealing to him for Juftice on the Mur¬ 
derers of his Son, and hoping to engage his Followers 
to avenge his Death. 

As for us, as far as we could judge, all this Gri¬ 
mace boded us no good : And indeed we afterwards 
underftood, that this Barbarian meant notliing Icfs 
than our Deftrudtion by it, as well now as at other 
times. But finding the oppofition he was lik^ w 
meet with from the other Chiefs, who were of a, 
contrary Opinion, he was content to fuffer us to rc- 
embark, refolving however to make ufe of toe d* 
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: ther Stratagem to get into his own Hands, by little 
I and little the reft of our Things. To take them 
I from as openly by force^ tho' he eafily could, he 
i duriltiot, for fear of thole of his own Nation, who 
for fuch an Action would have accus’d him of a 
Bafenefe of Spirit, whicli even the mott barbarous 
: difdain. 


CHAP. XLIX. 

What Tricks and Artifices were us'd hj Aquipaguetin 
t$ cheat us handfomely of our Goods j with many other 
Accidents that hapned in our Voyage. 

B y what has been faid, it plainly appears that 
Aquipaguetin was a crafty dehgning Knave,^ He 
liadwith him die Bones of one of his deceas’d Friends, 
which he kept very clK)icely in the Skin of a Beaft, 
adorn’d with fcveral red and black Lids of a Porcu¬ 
pine’s. He would be from time to time alTembling 
his Followers to make them fmoak ; and then would 
hefendforus one after another, and .oblige us to 
cover the Bones of their Deceas'd with fome of our 
Etaopean Mercharidife, in order to dry up the Tears 
which he had ihed for him and his Son, who had 
been kill’d by the Miami's. 

To appeale the crafty old Savage, we Brew’d on 
the Bones of the Deceas’d feveral Pieces of Marti- 
wVToljacco, Hatchets, Knives, Beads, and fome 
Bracelets of black and white Porcelain. Thus you 
fee how we were drain’d by fuch Methods and Pre¬ 
tences, as we could not eafily gainfay. He gave us 
lounderftand. That what he had thus demanded of 
us, was not for himfelf but the Dead, and to give' 
the Warriour^ that he brought with him j and indeed 
hedilhibuted amongll them whatever he took from 
us. He would have liad us underltood by this, That 

as 
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as a Captain he would take nothing himfelf but that 
we ihould freely prefent him with. 

All this while we lay at the point of the Laki of 
Tears ; we nam'd it fo by reafon of the Tears wKdi 
this Chief did fhed here every Night. When he was 
weary of Weeping, he made one of his Sons come 
and fupply his Place, His Delign in this was to ex¬ 
cite the Companion of the Warriors, and to prevail 
with them to kill us, and after that to purfue their 
Enemies j and fo revenge the Death of his Son which 
he had loft. 

Sometimes they fent the fwifteft amongft diem fey 
Land to leek for prey, who would drive whole Droves 
of wild Bulls before them, and force them to fwim 
the River. Of thefe they fometimes kill’d forty or 
fifty, but took only the Tongues, and fome other of 
the beft Pieces: The reft they left, not to burden 
themfelves, that they might make the more hafle 
home. 

^Tis true, we had Provifions plenty and good} 
but then we had neither Bread nor Wine, nor Salt, 
nor indeed any thing elfe to feafon it j and this lafted 
during the Four laft Years of the alnioft Twelve that 
1 liv’d in America, In our laft Voyage, we liv’d much 
after the fame manner, fometimes abounding, and 
at other times again reduc’d to the laft Extremity; 
fo that we have not eat a bit for four and twenty 
hours together, and fometimes longer. The reafon 
is, becaufe in fmall Canou’s of Bark, one can ftow 
but little : So that whatever Precaution a Man may 
life, he will often find himfelf deftitute of all things 
neceffary for Life. Did the Religious of Eurofe un¬ 
dergo half the Fatigues, or did they but obfervetk 
Falts that we have kept for fo long a time toged* 
in America^ there would need no Proofs to Cano¬ 
nize them. But then it muft be own’d, that what 
deftroys the Merits of our Fafts, was, that if 
did fuffer on fuch occafions, our Sufferings proceeded 
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nor from our Choice ; but, as the proverbialSaying 
is, our Virtue was our Neceffity. 


C H A P. L. 

Tit Ehlers 'iveef for us durivg the Night. New Outrages 
done ift hy Aquipague^'n. The manner hoiv the Sa¬ 
vages make Fire by FriBion. 

Ti ytAny Nights together feme or other of the El- 
iVl ders came and wept over us. They rubb’d 
otiT^ Arms and Bodies very often with their Hands, 
which they afterwards laid on our Heads. Thefe 
Tears gav^e us many uneafie Thoughts; ’twas im- 
poflible to fleep for them ^ and yet we had need 
enough of Refi, after the great Fatigues of the Day. 
Nor was 1 cafier by Day : I knew not what to think ; 
fometimes I fanfied that they bewail’d us, as know¬ 
ing fonie of the Warriors had refoiv’d to kill us; 
and other times again I flatter’d my felf, that their 
Tears were the eJtect of their Compaflion, for the 
! evil Treatment they made us undergo.. Flowever it 
^i^ere, 1 am fu re thefe Tears afFeOted me more than 
thofe iha^fhed them. 

About this time, Jejuipaguetin had another oppor¬ 
tunity of perfecuting us afrelli: He had fo dexterouf- 
1 ly -iDanag'd the Matter with the Warriors of his Par- 
! ty,: that it was one Day impracticable for us to en- 
' near the young Chief Narhetoba, who protected 
us,' but were forc’d to go and place our felves, with 
our Ganou and Effects at the end of the Camp. 
Then it was that thefe B.irbarians gave us to under- 
Ibnd, that the aforefaid Captain was fuily refolv d 
to have our Heads. This oblig’d us to have recourfe 
once more to our Cheft, and to take out twenty 
KniVes and fome Tobacco, which we diltributed a- 
M mong 
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mong them with an Air that fufficiently teftify’dour 

Difcontent. 

The unreafonable Wretch lookd earneftlyupon 
his Followers one after another^ as if he were in 
doubt what to do ^ and confequently to demand their 
Advice^ whether he ought to receive our Prefent or 
refufe it. But whilft we were inclining our Necks, 
and delivering him the Ax, the young Comm^der, 
who feem’d to be our Protedor (and it may betril- 
ly was) came and fnatch’d us by the Arm, and alrin 
a rage hurry"d us away to his Cabin. His Brother 
too taking up fome Arrows,, broke ’em in our fight, 
to alTure us by that Adtion, that he would proted 
our Lives at the hazard of his own. 

The next Day they left us alone in our Canou, 
without putting any of their Men a-board to afliii us, 
as they had hitherto done: However, they kept all 
in the reer of us. After rowing four or five Leagues, 
another of their Captains came up to us, and 
us land. As foon as we got on flioar, he fell to cut¬ 
ting of Grafs, which he made into three little Heaps, 
and bade us fit down upon them : Then he took a 
piece of Cedar, which wa's full of little round Holes, 
into one of which he thruft a Stick of a harder Sub- 
ftance than the Cedar, and began to rub it ate 
pretty faft between the Palms of his Hands, till at 
length it took fire. The ufe he put it to was to 
light the Tobacco in his great Pipe; and after he 
had wept fome time over us, and laid his Hands on 
our Heads, he made me fmoak in a Calumet, or Pipe 
of Peace; and then acquainted us by Signs, that witit 
in fixteen Days we ihould be at home. 
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CHAP. LI. 

Ceremonies us\l hy the Savages ivhen they Jhare their Vri^ 
finers. Continuation of our Journey by Land. 

H lviug thus travell’d nineteen Days in our Canon 
by Water^ we arriv’d at length within five or 
fe l^gue? of the Fall, to which we had formerly 

C the Name of St. Anthony, as we came to un- 
nd afterwards. Here the Barbarians order’d us 
to land in a Creek of the River Mefehafipi ; after 
whicb> they held an AfTembly, to confult what they 
W(?re to do with us. In /hort, they feparated, and 
psp us to three.of their .Chiefs, inttead of three of 
their Sons which had been kill’d in the War: Then 
lfiiz.'d our Canou, and took away all our 
Jtquipagc. The Canon they pull’d to piepes, for fear 
it,imght aflilt us to return to their Enemies: Their 
QWn they .hid amongft the Alders, to.ufe again when 
they ihould have occafion to hunt that way. So that 
itho’ we might liave gone conveniently enough quite 
upJnto their Country by Water, yet were we oblig’d, 
by their Condud, to travel no lefs than fixty Leagues 
a-foot. 

Our ordinary Marches were from break of Day 
till ten at ^slight: And when we met with any Ri¬ 
vers, we fwam them, themfelves (who for the Molt 
part are of an extraordinary fize) carrying our 
Clothes and Equipage on their Heads, and the 
Canou-Men, who were lefs chan me, upon their 
Shoulders, becaufe they could not fwim. As I us’d 
to come out of the Water, which was often full of 
Ice, for we traveli’d ftill North, I was hardly able to 
uand upon my Legs, In thefe Parts the Frofts con- 
hnue all Night even at this time of the Year; fo 
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that our Legs were all over Blood, being cut by the 
Ice, which we broke by degrees in our PalTage as 
we waded o’er the Lakes and Rivers. We never eat 
but once in four and twenty Hours, and then no¬ 
thing but a few Scraps of Meat dry 'd in Smoak after 
their Fafhion, which they afforded us with abundance 
of regret. 

I was fo Weak that, I often laid me down, refol- 
ving rather to die than follow thefe Savages any far¬ 
ther, who traveil’d at a rate fo extraordinaiy, as fir 
furpalfes the Strength of any European. However, to 
halfen us, they fometimes fet fire to the dry Gra£ 
in the Meadows through which we pafs’d; fo that 
our Choice was march or burn. I had a Hat whicli 
I had taken with me, to fence me from the Sun du¬ 
ring the Heats of the Summer. This would often 
fall from my Head into the Fire, becaufe it was not 
over-fit, and the Fire fo very near. The Barbarians 
would fnatch it out again, and lend me a band to 
fave me from the Flames, which they had kindled, 
as well as to halten our March, as I have faid, 
as to give notice to their People of their retujra. 
I muft here acknowledge, that had it not been 
for du Gay, who did all he could to encourage 
me, through the whole Courfe of this tirefome 
March, I had certainly funk under the, Fatigues 
of it, having neither Spirits nor Strength left w 
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CHAP. LII. 

/ mat Contefi arifes amongf the Savages, about divi¬ 
ding our Mercbandije and Ecjuigage } as aljo mj Sa- 
cerJetal Ornaments and little CheJL 

A Fter having travelFd about fixty Leagues a-foot, 
and undergone all the Fatigues of Hunger^' 
Thirftj and Cold, befides a thoufand Outrages daily 
done us in our Perlbns, after we had march'd Night 
and Day without cealing, wading through Lakes 
and Rivers', and fomctimes fwam. As we now be¬ 
gan to approach the Habitations of the Barbarians, 
which are fituated in MorafTes inacceffible to their 
Enemies, they thought it a proper time to divide the 
Merchandife which they had taken from us. Here 
they had like to have fallen out and cut one another's 
Throats, about the Roll of M^mwico-Tobacco, 
which might frill \Veigh about fifty Pound. Thefe 
People value this Commodity far beyond what we 
do Silver or Gold. They have very good of their 
own growth ; but this wasfo well drefs d, and made 
up into fuch beautiful Rings, that they weic peitect- 
ly charm’d with it. The mofr reafonab e amongfr 
them made us underfrand by Signs, that tlicy vvouid 
sive their Canou-Mcn feveral Caftor-Skiiis in return ' 
for what they had taken : But others looking upon 
us IS Slaves, becaufe they faid we had furnifii d Arms 
to their Enemies, maintain’d that they were no ways 
oblig’d to make any return for the Things they 
had taken. 

The reafon why they divided the Spoil here, was, 
bccaufe this Band was compos’d of two or three dif¬ 
ferent People: So that thofe that liv’d at a difrance, 
were apprehenfive left the others, who were juft at 
boiTic, might detain all the J^^erchandife which they 
M 3 had 
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had taken, in the firft Villages they fhould comeat; 
and therefore were refolv’d to play a fure Game, 
and have their Share afordiand. Npr had they any 
greater RefpeCi for what belong’d to me, than for 
the Merchandife which they took from the Canou- 
men ; for they feiz’d my Brocard Chafuble, and all 
the Ornaments of my portable Chapel, except the 
Chalice, which they durft not touch. They cl> 
ferv’d that this VelTel, which was of Silver gilt, gi 
a glittering Light, fo that as often as they, chanc’d to 
look towurds it, they would fhut their Eyes: The 
reafon was, as we underftood afterwards, bccaufe 
they believ’d it to be a Spirit which would kill them. 
I had a little Cheft, which I kept lock’d; they made 
me underftand by Signs^ that if I did not open it, 
or break the Lock, they would do it for me, againft 
fome fiiarp Stones which they fhew’d me. The rea¬ 
fon why they threatned me thus, was, becaufe they 
had not been able to open it all the way, though 
they attempted it feveral timesj to fee what was in 
it. Thefe People underftand nothing of Locks and 
Keys: Befides, their Defign was not to cumber them- 
felves with the Box it felf, but only to take out the 
Things that were in it. After I had open’d it, and 
they law there was little or nothing in it but Books 
and Papers, they left it me untouch’d. 


CHAP. LIIL 

The Troop approaches the Village. A Grand Confuk amonfj^ 
the Sa^ages^ whether they jhould kill or [ave ad 
adopt us for their Sens. The Reception which we hai 
from them ; and the ufe they made of my 

A Fter five hard Days travel, without fo mucli as 
refting, except a little by Night in die 
Air, we perceiv’d at laft abundance of Women and 

Children 
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Children coming out to meet our little Army : All 
the Elders of the Nation were alTembled upon this 
Occafion. We obferv’d feveral Cabins, near the ^ 
j polls of which lay feveral TrulTes of Straw and dry’d 
Weeds, where thefe Barbarians are wont to fallen 
and burn the Slaves which they bring home with 
them from their Wars. Here they order'd 
Gay to frng, who all the time rattled a hollow Gourd 
full of little round Stones, which he held in his 
Hand. I obferv'd moreover, that his Hair and Face 
were painted with different Colours, and that they 
had fallned a Tuft of white Feathers to his Head. 
Thefe Ceremonies renew’d our Fears; and we, \ 
thought we had more reafon than ever to believe, 
that they had Hill a Defign to put us to death. Nor 
were our Fears groundiefs, fince thefe, with many 
others, are the Ceremonies which they ufe at the 
burning of their Enemies. 

The worfl: was, we could not make our felves be 
underllood. However, after many Vows and fecret 
Prayers which we offer'd up to God on this Occafion, 
the Barbarians at lall gave us fome wild Oats to eat, 
of which I have fpoken elfewhere. They gave them 
us in great Dilhes made of Birch-trees; and the Sa¬ 
vage Women feafon'd them with Bluez,. This is a 
fort of Black Grain., which they dry in the Sun in the 
Summer, and are as good as Corrans: The Dutch call 
them Clake-bepen. 

All the while the Feaft laded, which was the bed 
Meal that we had made ever fince we had been ta¬ 
ken, there was a high Difpute between Afilfag^etin 
and the others, about the Didribution they .were to 
make of the two Canou-men and my felr. At lad 
At^uifaguetin, as Head of the Party, carry’d it; who 
turning from one of the principal Captains towards 
me, prefented me to fmoak in his Calumet of Peace, 

: receiving from me at the fame time that which wc 
had brought, as a certain Pledge of the Union which 
M 4 was 






168 A TSletp Difcoyery of 

was to bje for the future ’twixt them and us. After 
this, he adopted me for his Son, in the,room of hia^ 
that he had lofl in the War. 

Cnarhetoba and another Captain did the lame by 
the two Canou-men. This Separation was w«y 
grievous to us, tho’ fomewhat allay'd by the Sa^ 
diion we had to find that our. Lives were fafe. Dn (ini 
took meiafide to confers him, being fenfible of tiie 
uncer tain Condition his Life was in, araongft fo baf. 
barous a People. This oblig’d him to embrace me 
very heartily, and to beg my Pardon for what was 
pait, having firft made thefame Requeft to God. I 
ihould have been overjoy’d to have feen Michael Ah 
as well difpos’d - However, I did not omit to Ihew 
both the one and the other all the Marks of a moft 
tender AfFedion. 

In diott, the Savages having parted us, led us 
away each to his own Village. Our Way lay ovt: a 
Morafs, where we march’d half way the Leg in Wa¬ 
ter for a League together, at the end of which we 
were met by five of Acfuifaguetins Wives, who re¬ 
ceiv'd me in one of the three Canou’s of Bark which 
they had brought with them, and then cany d me a 
little League farther into a fmall llland, where their 
Cabins were. 


CHAP. LIV. 

The Authors- Reception hy the Relations of Aquipaguetiii. 
They make him fweat to recowr him of bis Fatigues, 
The ufe they make of his Chafuhle.and other Ormments,. 


I 


Arriv’d at this Place in the Month of 1680. 
—. the Day I cannot precilely tell j for I was fo ba- 
rafs’d by the Savages on the Way, that I could not 
make all the little Obfervations which ocherwife I 
would have done: Befides, there is fonie feveu 
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eight Hours difference between the Days and Nights 
(^' Eiitopc, and thofe of North-^wem^j, becaufe of 
the Retrogradation of the Sun.. The Cape was al¬ 
ways to Weft of us from Roohel to Quebec^ but to 
South*weft from thence^ till we came to Mcfchafifi^ 
which made a confiderable Variation in the Needle. 

This Variation was occafion'd by the unconftant 
motion of the Needle, which in certain Latitudes 
would encline to the North, or North-Eaft ; where¬ 
as in others ’twould turn from the North to the 
North-weft. We never could be fo well aftlir’d of 
our Computations in our long Voyages, as to know 
exa(fhy the way our Canou's made in a Day, or 
what was the Variation of the Needle in each Latix 
tude. But we found there were many Minutes of 
Variation, according to the Point the Wind was in. 
To fay the truth, able Men might have loft the Me¬ 
mory of many things under the fame Circumftan- 
ces with my felf. 

At the entry of the Captain’s Cabin v;ho had a- 
dopted 11 e, one of the Barbarians, who feem’d to 
be very old, prefented me with a great Pipe to fmoak 
in, and weeping over me all the while with abun¬ 
dance of Tears, rubb’d both my Arms and my Head. 
This was to /hew how concern’d he was to fee 
me lb harafs’d and fctigu’d : And indeed I had 
often need enough of two Men to fupport me 
when I was up, or raife me when I was down. 
There was a Bears-Skin before the Fire, upon which 
the ) oungert Boy of the Cabin caus’d me to lie 
down, and then with the Greafe of wild Cats anoint¬ 
ed my Thighs, Legs, and Soles of my Feet. 

Afapa^uetins Son, who call’d me Brother, had 
got my Brocard Chafuble, and was ftrutting up and 
down with it upon his naked Back. He had wrapp’d 
up i.n it the Bones of a Man who had been very con- 
llderable amongft them, for whofe Memory they had 
ftill a wonderful Refped. The PrielPs Girdle, which 

was 
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was made of red and white Wooll, with two I^pj 
at the end^ ferv’d him to faften it, whilft he 
it up and down in Triumph, calling it Louis 
which hgnifies, as I fince underhand, the Rgbe of 
hiih, who is nam’d the Sm, M^er they had for '^ 
time us’d my Chafuble as an Ornament to cov^'the 
Bones of their De^d, at the celebrating their mpl fo. 
lemn Rites, they made a Preient of it to a People 
in Alliance with them, who liv’d 4 or yob Leagues 
diftant towards the Weh, but were come in Embaflie, 
and had danc’d the Calumet, 

The Day after my Arrival, Acjuifaguetiny who was 
Head of a Great Family, put me on a Robe which 
was made of the Skins of the Bellies of wild Bulls: 
He gave me a fecond, made of ten large Caftor- 
Skins. Then he fhew’d me fix or feven of his Wives, 

( for Poligamy is in fafiiion here;) he told them, as 
I afterwards underftood. That they were to efteem 
me as one of their Sons. After this, he fet a Bark- 
Dilli before me, in which were Bremes, and other 
white Fifii, to regale me withal. He gave Orders to 
thofe about him, to give me the Title that was dye 
to the Rank which I was to hold amongft my 
Kindred. 

Farther; this new Father of mine obferving tfe 
I could not well rife without two or three to help 
me, order’d a Stove to be macft, into whicli he caus’d 
me to enter ftark-naked with four Savages j who ! 
fore they began to fweat, ty’d their frepuces abput 
\vith certain Strings made of the Bark of a white 
Wood. This Stove was cover’d with the Skins d 
wild Bulls, and in it they put Flints and other Stones 1 
red-hot.. They order’d me by Signs to hold my 
Breath, time after time, as long as I could, which I 
did, as well as thofe that were with me. As for the 
privy Parts, I h^d only a Handkerchief to icQver 
pip. - , 

As 

___ ^ 
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As foon as the Savages that were with me had let 
go their Breath, which they did with a great force, 
began to fing with a loud and thundring 
Voice; the others feconded him ; and laying their 
Hands on my Body, began to rub it, and at the fame 
time to weep bitterly. I was like to fell into a 
Swoon; and fo was forc’d to quit the Stove. At my 
coming out, I was fcarce able to take up my Habit 
of St. Francis to cover me withalj I was fo weak: 
Howevet, they continu’d to make we fweat thrice a 
Week, which at laft reftor’d me to my priftine Vi¬ 
gour, fo that I found my felf as well as ever. 


CHAP. LV. 

Th Author like to he famijh\l. They admire his Compafsy 
and an Iron Pot which he had. He makes a Diclionary, 
and injiruBs them in Points of Religiony in relation to 
Voligamy and Celibacy. 

\-fAny a melancholy Day did I pafs amongft 
iVl chefe Savages. Aquipaguetin, who adopted me, 
gave me nothing to eat but a few wild Oats five or 
fa times a Week, and the Roes of dry’d Fifh. All 
thisTralh the Women boil’d up in an Earthen Pot 
BeOdes, he fent me into a Neighbouring Ifle, with 
his Wives, Children, and Servants, where I was to 
hough and dig with a Pick-axe and Shovel, whiph I 
had recover’d from thofe that robb’d us. Here we 
planted Tobacco, and fome European Pulfe, which I 
brought from thence, and were highly priz’d by 
A<jutpaguetin. 

Tlus Man, to make himfelf the more confiderable 
amongft thofe of his Tribe, would often alfemble 
the Ancients of his Village, and in prefence of them, 
fend foT my Compafs, which I had ftill by me. Up¬ 
on my turning the Needle with a Key, he took oc- 

cafion 
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cafion to tell' them/arid with Truth enough,^ 
by the Guidance bf' that'Machine it was^^that 
traveird the whole World. Nay/ bdntrtin 
able Spokefmanj he polTefs'd them farther,^ ThJ^^ 
were Spirits; and that we were capable of briteri 
things to pafs that were altogether out of their 
At the end of his Difcourfe^ which was very patfc 
tick, all the Elders wept over me, admiring in liie 
what they could not comprehend. ' ' “ 

I had an Iron Pot about three foot round, which 
had the Figure of a Lion on it, which during 
Voyage fervid us to bake our Viduals in. Tjiis'Vd’- 
fel was not fo apt to break as our ordinary Kettles 
which are more brittle; for which reafon it was, nor 
being likely to meet wicl^ Bhiziers to furniih us witli 
new upon occafion, that we took this with us. This Pot 
the Barbarians 'durft never fo much as touch, with¬ 
out covering their Hands firft in fomething ofCaftor- 
Skin. And fo great a Terrour was it to the Women, 
that they had it hung abroad upon the Bough ofa 
Tree ,• for they durft not come or fleep in the Cabin 
when it was there. >' 

We would have made a Prefent of it to fbme^of 
their Chiefs • but none of them would either acc^ 
or make ufe of it, becaufe they thought that theie 
was a Spirit hid within, that would certainly kift 
them. Thefe People are all of them fubjedt to 
like Superftition. Their Jugglers impofe whatever 
they think fit upon their Belief. "Twas fome dmc 
I Ipent amongft ’em, before I could make my felf be 
underftood. But Hunger beginning to prefs me hard,! 
let about making a Di( 5 l:ionary in their Tongue, the 
which I did by means of their Children, with Whom 
I made my felf as fairniliar as poffible, to inform my 
lelf by their Prattle. 

When once I had got the Word tahetcbUiet, 
which fignifies in their Language, How call you tins1 
I began to be loon able to talk of luch things as«« 

moft 
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jnoftfemiliar. This difficulty was hard to furmojint 
at firft, Becaufc there was no Interpreter that under^ 
flood borii Tongues. For Example ; If I had a mind 
to know what to run was in their Tongue, . I was 
forc’d to mend my pace,.and indeed adually run 
from one end of the Cabin to t other, till they un- 
derlfood what I meant, and had told me tlie^Wbrd ; 
which I prefently fet down in my Dictionary, The 
principal of them obferving the great Inclination I 
had to learn their Language, would often tell me, 
Vatebifon igagabe, Spirit, thou takefi a great of .Pains, 

Black to finite. One day they told me the Names 
of all the Parts of a Man’s Body. However, I for¬ 
bore fetting down feveral immodeft Terms, which 
thefe People fcruple not to ufe every foot. Obferving 
it, they would often cry igagahe^ Spirit, Spi^ 

rit, [et down that Word as well as the refi. 

Thus would they divert themfelves with me, and 
often fay to one another. When we ask Father Louis 
anj thing, ( for they had heard our Canou-Men call 
me fo) be does not anfwer us. But when he has lookt up¬ 
on the White, (for they have no word for Paper) he 
ihm talks, and makes us underfiand his Thoughts. This White 
wou’d they add, mufi needs be a Spirit, which 
teaches him to underjiand all we [ay. Hence they conclu¬ 
ded, that neither of the Canou-Men had fo much Wit 
as my felf, becaufe they could not work upon that which 
was White. So that this Qualification in me, made them 
fondly imagine that I could do any thing elfe. 

One day, feeing the Rain fall in fuch abundance, 
that they fear’d ’twould fpoil their hunting, they or¬ 
der’d me to bid it ceafe. I told them, pointing with 
my Finger to the Clouds, That He, who was the Great 
Captain of Heaven j was the foie Mafter of the Rain and 
Sunjhine ; That He was the Great Dijpofer. of all the 
Events that happen to Mortals, or the XJnivetfe in general 5 
Tm what they bid me do, depended not on me, but the 
Ftrfi Mover, who\had fent me thither, to teach them Jo 
acbiowkdge hiyn for their Creatour and Redeemer. 

Obferving 
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Oblervlng me diftingui/li'’d from the Canou-Meu 
by my Habit, and having no Notion of 
they would often ask what Age I was, and whli 
Wives and Children I had. Their way ^ recl^’jun^ 
their Years is by Winters. Thefe Wretches, voidd 
Light and InftruAion, were ftrangely furpriz’d at the 
Anfwer I made them. I told them, pointing to the 
two Canou-Men, whom I was come three League 
to vifit, ■ That with us, one Mem might marry hut oneWifi^ 
and that nothing cou d feparate him again from that One, 
hut Death : That for my [elf I had fromss^.d the Great 
of Life never to marry any ; but to come and dmU amon^f 
them, and mfruB them in the Commands <^' the Great 
fler of Heaven and Earth, and to live poorly anungf thm^ 
far from my own Country, where all good Things did ahoml 

'Tis true, fays one of them, here is little or no Hunt¬ 
ing in thefe Tarts , and thou fufferefr much : But have k 
patience till Summer, we JhaU then go into the hot Countria^ 
where we jhall kill Bulls emugb, and then thou wilt mdt 
thy [elf findent amends far the time thou haft jpent best, 
T had been well content, had they let me eat as their 
Children did ; but they hid the Viduals from me. 
and wou'd rife to eat in the Night, when I knew no¬ 
thing of it. And although Women have ufually more 
Compaflion than Men, yet they kept the little Fiili 
that they had, all for their Children. They conli- 
der’d me as a Slave whom theii' Warriours liad taken 
in their Enemy’s Country; and preferred the Lives 
of their Children before any Confideration rhey 
had for me; as indeed it was but reafohable they 
ihou’d. 

However, fome of the Elders would come often,and 
mourn over me in a very doleful manner. One wou’d 
call me Grandfon, another Nephew ; and all would fay 
to me, I am ftrangely ajftiHed to fee thee fo long without 
eating, and to underftand thou haft been fo ill treated in 
thy foumey. Thoje were young Warriours without Courm, 
who wou id- have kilTd thee, and who robbed thee <f tahat 
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tku If thou ivoudfl have bad Rohes of or 

wild Bulls, to dry thy Tears, we woud havfi given "tm 
thee j hm thou Wouldfi accept f nothing we have pre- 
fented thee. 


CHAP. LVI. 

ffje mofl confiderahle Captain of the Iflati and Nadoueffi- 
aiis uphraid thofe that took us. The Author haptiz>es the 
Daughter of Mamenifi. 

O Ua/koude, that is to fay^ The Tiered Tine, the wi- 
feft and moft confiderahle of all the Chiefs of 
the and NadoueJJians, made it publickly appear, 
that he was highly incens’d againft the Warriors that 
had us’d us fo very ill. He faid once in a full Coun- 
.cil, Thao thofe who had robb’d us of our Things, 
were to be compar’d to familh’d Dogs, which having 
Hole a piece of Flefh out of a Difh, fneak away with 
it when they have done: That they that had aefted 
much after the fame rate in regard of us, ought to 
be look’d upon as Dogs, who cou’d put fuch unwor¬ 
thy Affronts upon Men, who brought them Iron, 
and other Merchandizes, which they had no know¬ 
ledge of, though they were found to be fo ufeful: | 

Ihat for Himlelf, he fhou’d one day have an oppor¬ 
tunity of being reveng’d on him, who had been Au¬ 
thor of all our Sufferings. This Reprimand was wor¬ 
thy the Charadler of a Perfon of Ouaficoude s Autho¬ 
rity : And the Generofity of the Adion redounded 
fince to the Benefit of the whole Nation, as we fliall 
fee anon. * ^ 

Going one day, as I often did, to vifit the Cabins, 

I found the Infant-Child of one call’d Mamenifi very 
fick. Having a little examin’d the Symptoms of its 
Diftemper, I found the Child paft hopes of Rec(^ 
very. I defir’d our two Canou-Men to give me their 

Opinions, 
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Opinions, telling them, I thought my felf jj 
Confcience to baptize it. Michael Ako cou'd not, he 
prevail’d with to enter the Cabin where the Iqfimt 
lay. He faid in excufe, That I could not foj^t 
what a Rifque we had run once already, of being 
murder'd by the Savages through my Obftinacy, ia 
perfifting to fay my Breviary; whence 'twas to be 
fear’d, that what I was now going to do, might ex¬ 
pole us again to the fame Danger. 

Thfe Wretch had rather comply with certain Su- 
perflitions of the Barbarians, than affift me in fo 
pious a Delign. Being follow'd then by none but 
Vicard du Gay^ who aflifted as God-father, or rather 
Witnefs of the Baptifm, I chriften'd the Child, and 
nam’d it Antonetta ^ from St. Anthony of Vadua\ and 
the rather, becaufe the faid Veter du Gays Name was 
Anthony Anguelle^ Native of Amiens^ and Nephew of 
Monfieur du Canroi, Pro(5lor-General of the Premon- 
fires, and fince Abbot of Beaulieu, to whom I pre- 
fented him fafe at our Return from Canada. But to 
proceed ; for want of more proper Utenfils, I took a 
wooden Difh, and having put fome common ordi¬ 
nary Water into it, fprinkled it upon the Head of 
the little Savage, pronouncing the following Words, 
Creature of God, 1 baptize thee in the Name of the Fatkr, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghofi. Then I took half 
my Altar-Cloth, which I had fnatch’d out of tl« 
- Hands of a Savage, who had ftole it from me, aqd 
fpread it o’er the Body of the Infant. 

The Baf>tifm was accompany’d with no other O 
remony, becaufe I was no longer in a Condition to 
fay Mds, my Sacerdotal Robes, being all taken from 
me. I believ’d the Linen could not ferve to a mort 
proper End than a Winding-Sheet to the firft Infant 
of the Country, that had the Happinefs to be bapo- 
zed,' I know not how far its Pains might bealTw^d 
by^ircue of the Linen, or what Alterations it 
feel. I am Lure I faw it laughing ths.nejc W’in 
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its Mother's Arms, who believ’d I had cur’d her 
Child. However it dy’d fome time after, which af- 
fe^ me more with Joy than Grief. 

Had this Child recover’d, ’twas much to be fear’d 
’twou’d have trod in the Steps of its Fore-fathers, and 
been oven-grown with their infamous Superftitions, 
for want or a Preacher to inftrud it. For indeed, if 
tliofe of its Nation dwelling in Darknefs and Igno¬ 
rance, continue to Jin without Lcnv , they jhall alfo perijh 
without Law^ as we are told by the Apoftle. Upon 
thefe Confiderations I was glad it had'pleas’d God to 
take this little Chriftian out of the World, left it 
might have fall’n into Temptations, had it recover’d, 
which might have engag’d it in Errour and Superfti- 
tion. I have often attributed my Prefervation amidft 
the greateft Dangers which I have fincc run, to the 
Care I took for its Baptifin. 


CHAP. EVIL 

An Emhajfy fent to the Ilfati by the Savages that inhabit 
to the Ify} of them. fVhence it appears that there is m 
fucb thing as the Streights of Anian j and that Japan 
K on the fame Continent as Louifiana. 

U Nder the Reign of the Emperour Charles V. the 
Fathers Reclufe of our Order were the firft that 
were fent by his Command into New-Mexico ; fince 
which time there have been of them beyond the Ver- 
miliarh^ea. The moft Remarkable Epoque of the 
Streights of Jnian, commences from the time of that 
moft excellent Religious of our Order, Martin de Va¬ 
lencia^ who was the Firft Bifliop of the great City of 
Mmco. We have fpoke of him elfewhere. 

In procefs of time ’tWas believed that ^he faid 
Streights were only imaginary : Many Perfons noted 
for great Learning, are of this Opinion j and to 
N evince 
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evince theTrudi of it, I will here fubjoin one tvi. 
dent Proof, to thofe which are already produc’d by 
them: and it is this. During my ftay amongft the 
ipti and Nadoujjians, there arriv’d four Savages injft. 
baflie to thefe People. They had come above 
hundred Leagues from the Weft ; and told us by thf 
Interpreters of the IJfati, that they were four Mooih 
upon the Way; for fo it is they call their Mouths, 
They added, that their Country was to the Weft, 
and that we lay to the Eaft in refped of them; that 
they had march’d the whole time without refting, 
except to fleep, or kill Game for their Subfiftenca. 
They afliir’d us there was no fuch thing as the 
Streights of Jnlan ; and that in their whole Journey 
diey had neither met with, nor pafted over any 
Great Lake ; by which Phrafe they always mean the 
Sea, nor any Arm of it. 

They farther inform’d us, that the Nation of the 
Ajlml-fottlaes, whofe Lake is down in the Map, and 
who lie North-Eaft of the Ijjati, was not above fix 
or feven Days Journey from us; That none of the 
Nations within their Knowledge, who lie to the 
Weft ^nd North-Weft of them, had any great Lake 
about their Countries, which were very large, bin 
only‘.Rivers, which coming from the North, run 
crofs tlie Countries of their Neighbouring Nations, 
which border on their Confines on the fide of the 
Great Lake, which in the Language of the Savages 
is the fame as Sea: That Spirits, and Pigmies, or 
Men of little Stature, did inhabit there, as they m 
been inform’d by the People that liv’d farther up 
than themfelves j and that all the Nations which 
, beyond their Country, and thofe which are next to, 
them, do dwell in Meadows and large Fields, where 
are many wild Bulls and Caftors, whicli are greyet 
than thofe of the North, and have their Coat 
inclining to Black ; with many other wild Beal^ 
which yield very fine Furrs. 
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The four Savages of the faid ] ^mbalTy alTur^d us 
fkrther, that there were very few F ordh in the Coun¬ 
tries through which they pafs’d ir. i their way hither • 
infomuch that now and then they were fo put to it 
for Fuel, that they were forc'd to make Fires of 
Bull’s Dung, to boil their Visuals with in Earthen- 
Pots, which they make ufe of, ;as neither having 
nor knowing of any better. 

All thefe Circumftances which I have here inferr¬ 
ed, make it ap^ar, that there is no fuch thing as 
the Streights of as we ufi lally fee them fet 

down in Maps. To aifert the Tn ith of what I fay 
i I here frankly offer my felf to return into thefe 
: Parts, with fuch Ships as His Brhtamick Afajefiy, or 
I their Hi^b mid Mi^htimjfes, the ihates General, ihaM 
I think fit to fend thither, in order to a full Difcovery • 

I m which I have no other Aim but the Glory of God’ 

! Propagation of theGofpel, Iiiftrudion of thofe 
blind and ignorant People, who have been neglea- 
ed for fo many Ages, Improvement of Trade, 
which, the better 'tis underftood, the more will it 
daily encreafe between the Subjeiffs of the King of 
Spuin my Mafter, and thofe of Hhi Britanmck Maiefly 
General: And laftly. That Correfpondence 
3 m Union fo neceffary to be maintain'd amongft 
mem, that they may live and labour together for the 
Good. I declare, I have no other Defign • 
that my Intentions are hncere and upright, and that 
ray Defire is to be ferviceable to ail Europe ; RePpedt 
-ing firft had, as I am in Duty bound, to my Na¬ 
tural Prince, the King of England, and the States; 
to whom I am fingularly engag'd, for the good Re¬ 
ception they were pleas'd to honour me with. Others 
^haps would have us'd me ill, in return of all my 
‘^rnces, and the many dangerous Voyages I have 
made, with no other Defign, but to contribute what 
m me lay to the Glory of God, the Salvation of 
^uls, and the Good of all Chr'^endom, I know 
N z vvell 
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well what I fay. Hut to return : Whatever 
have been made for many Years part, by the 
and Dutch, the two Nations of the V/orld, who ait 
the m eateft Navigat ors, to find out a Pailage to® 
«a£idjmn, thrm’the Frozen-Sea, they have not 
as yet been able to (jfFea it. But by the help of (ny 
Dilcovery, and tho Affiftance of God, I doubt not 
to let all fee that a Paffage may ftill be found 

thither, and that an eafie one too. For Example; 
One Vnay be tranfported into the Facifick-Seahy Ki- 
vers, which are*lar§,e, and capable of carrying great 
Vefi'els, and from thence "tis eafie to go to China and 
Japan^ without croffing the Equinoaial Line. Thofe 
that read my Relation, and will never fo little exa¬ 
mine the Maps whi ch are annext to it, willfoon ac¬ 
knowledge the Truith of what I fay. 


CHAP. LVIII. 

'Tie Ifiati ajjetnhle to hunt theWild-BulL Refufal of tlx 
two Canow-Men to take the. Author into their Canm, 
in order to go down the Ri'uer of St. Francis. 

A Fter three Months or thereabouts, fpent very ill 
amongft the Ijfati and NadoueJJians ythtCc Nations 
aflembfd to hunt the Wild-Bull; and their Captab 
having affign'd them their Stations, that they might 
not fill in with one another, they feparated them* 
felves into many Bands. if. 

Afuipaguctin, the Chief, that had adopted me tor 
his Son, wGifd have carry’d me .to the Weft with a- 
bout 200 Families. But remembring the Reproaches 
which the great Captain Ouaficoude had made hiffl) 
upon the Score of our ill ufage, I was apprehenli'^ 
left he fiiou’d lay hold of this Opportunity to 
himfelf on me. I told him therefore, I exp^ 
f jme Spirits, which in their Language is as much J 
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Europeans, at the River Oulfconfin^ which dis¬ 
charges h feifinto the River Mefchajipi ; that ac¬ 
cording to the Promife made me by the Sisnr la 
Sallcy they wou d meet me the re with Iron, and o- 
thc’commodities, which as }7et they were unac- 
quaiiited v'ith , and that if he would think of turn¬ 
ing his r.xpcdicion that way, ihou d be very glad 
m accompany him. He heartl iny Propcfal, and 
was willing to embrace it 5 bu t thofe of his Band 
wou’d hot let him. 

In the beginning of July, i68;o. we began^to de- 
fcend towards the South/ with the great Captain 
OttaflcoHde, and about 80 Cabins, containing 150 Fa¬ 
milies and 2^0 Warriors. The Savages who had no¬ 
thing but old Canon's, cou'd not make me room ; 
fothat they went four Days Journey lower, to get 
fomeBiicb.en-Bark, to make more ne w ones. ^ I made 
a hole in the Ground, in which I hid my gilt Cha¬ 
lice, with my Books and Papers, till we fhould re¬ 
turn from hunting; and took nothing with me but 
my Brevlai y, that I might not cumber my feif. 

I Placd my felf upon the Brink of the Lake which 
forms the River of St. Francis, where I held out my 
Hands to the Canou-Men, as they paft very fwiftly 
by, to defii e them to take me in. Our two Europeans 
were in a Canow, which had been given them by- 
the Savages. However, I cou d not prevail with 
them to receive ITie. Michael Ako told me very 
brutifliiy, he had carry’d me long enough. This 
rough and unbandfome Anfw'er made me veiy me¬ 
lancholy, when I Ciw my felf forfaken by thofe of 
my own Country and Religion, whom I had alwa)’s 
endeavour’d to oblige, as themfelves had^ often ac¬ 
knowledg’d before Pcrfbns of the hrft Qiiality'^, where 
)[ was us’d to be receiv d with all the Marks of Di- 
IHqi^on, while themfelves were fuffeCd to (land and 
,wl tte Fleels at the Door. 

N 5 
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i8j a ti iw'DlJcQ'ffery of 

But God, who < his Mercy never forfook me 
throughout all my Adventures, infpir’d two of the 
Savages with fo mi ich Compaffion, as to take me 
with them into their' Canou, though it were lefs than 
that of the European s. Here I was continually em¬ 
ploy'd in laving out Water, which foak'd in again as 
faftas’twas thrown out, through abundance 3Tittle 
Chinks. This Wo; rk was uneahe enough ; befides 
that, I could not ktjep my felf from being throughly 
wet. However., 't was necelTary to have Patience. 
It might have be en properly faid of this little Ve 4 li 
that when a Man was in it, he was in his Co 4 i ’ 
fo,crazy was it, andl ready to break. This fort of 
Canou's feldom weigh above. Pounds, and the 
leaft Motion of the Body overfets them, at leaft if 
you have not been long acquainted with this fort of 
Navigation. 

At Evening v^dien we landed, Tkard began to ex- 
cufe himfelf, pretending their Canow was a ver)’ 
rotten one, that it would^certainly have burft, had we 
been all three in it, and that we muft needs have been 
left by the way. Notwithftanding thefe Excufes, I 
told them, that being Chriftians, they had not done 
well to ufe me as they did, efpecially confidering a- 
mong whom we were : That they had forfaken me 
very unfeafonably, having left me all alone atabov« 
Soo Leagues difl ance from Canada^ allowing for the 
Reaches we wqw to make, before we cou’d get thi¬ 
ther : That if they had receiv'd any good Ufagefrom 
the Savages, 'twas owing to my Ingenuity more than 
theifown, havjng been capable of letting feveral of 
them Blood, and otherwifo aflifting 'em in their Sicfe- 
nefs by my Orvietan, and Ibme other Medicmes 
which I carefully kept by me. 

To this I added, that by,the fime means I had 
cur'd others of them that had been bitten by Rattle 
Snakes, of which I ftall fpeak in my Second Volitnit. 
That 1 lhav’d the Crowns of their Children s Heads, 

(on 
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(on which they wear the Hair till eighteen or twen¬ 
ty) which was no fm»ll matter, confidering they 
a)u d not do it themfelves, without putting them to 
great Pain, by burning off the Hair with flat Stones, 
which they heat red-hot in the Fire : That hitherto 
indeed, I had made but little advance in order to 
their Salvation, by reafon of their natural Stupidity; 
but that the beft way to take the Soul was to begin 
with the Body: That, in fhort I had gain’d their 
Friendihip by my Services, and that they would have 
certainly kill’d us at the time they us’d us fo ill, but 
that they knew I had certain Remedies about me 
proper to reftore Health to the Sick ; which they 
thought was a Treafure never to be valu’d as it 
ought. 

None was with me during this Harangue, but P/- 
card dtt Gay, who, as he was going to his Cabin, de- 
fir’d me to pardon him. But the gre^t Captain Ouafi- 
ccude having heard of this barbarous Adion of the 
two Canow-Men, order’d them to appear before the 
Council, and told them, that for the future he wou’d 
take care to remove me out of the reach, not only 
oiAijuipaguetin, who had fo often attempted my Life, 
and yet adopted me for his Son, but likewife from 
their Company, who, like two Villains, as they were, 
had fo bafely deferred me. Had 1 not luckily be¬ 
thought my felf to break three Arrows in the pre¬ 
fence of this brave Chief, the Canow-Men being yet 
by, he had infallibly caus’d them to have been put to 
death that very Minute. I fhall never forget the 
Humanity of this great Captain, who treated me fo 
fevourably on all Occafions. The two Canow-Men 
were furpriz’d at what had happen’d, and promis’d 
me an entire Obedience for the future. 
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■ CHAP. LIX. 

Tie Sawges hah ahc^e fhe Fall, of St. Anthony ♦/ 

Padua. They are fireightend far Provijms. ti( 

Author^ {with Picardy returns to the River Ouifoonfe. 

The Adventures of the Voyage. 

■pOur .Day’s after our Departure to hunt the vsild 
JT Bulls^ the Barbarians made a Halt fome eight 
Leagues atx)ve the Fall of St. Anthony of Paduay upon 
anDminerLCCj over againft the-River of St, prams, 
The Savage . Women prepared little Docks to build 
the new Canou’s in^ againft the return of thofe who 
were gone for Bark. 'The Youth in the mean time 
went out to hunfthe Stag, the wild Goat and the 
Caftor; but with fo little Succefs, that the Prq' 
they brought home was fo difproportionabie to tk 
Number that were to feed on’t^, that we had har(fi}' 
every one a Mouthful. Happy the Man that once in 
four and twenty Hours cou’d get fo much as a Sup 
of Broath. 

This put Picard and my felf upon hunting after 
Goofeberriesj and other wild Fruits^ which often did 
us more.harm than good. And I am confidentj that 
had it not been for my Orvietan-Powder^ which in 
a great meafure correded the bad Nutriment which 
we took in^ our Lives had been in great Danger. 
This extreme Want^ made us take a Refolunon, up¬ 
on Michael Ahds refufing to accompany us, to ven¬ 
ture our felyes in a little forry Canou as far as the 
River Ouifeonfay which was at no lefs diltance ftoai 
us than 350 Leagues, to fee if the Sieur de Sde had 
kept his Word with us: For he had promis'd us po- 
fitively to fend Men with Powder, and Lead, and 
other Merchandizes , to the place which I have 
already mention’d ; And of this he affured rot 
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more than once ^ before his departure from the 

Ulinok 

The Savages wou'd never have fufFer’d us to have 
made this Voyage, without one of the three being 
left with them : And my felf was the Man they 
pitch’d upon to ftay, by the Advice of the great Cap¬ 
tain Ouajkoude, whilft the two Canou-Men were at 
liberty to proceed on their Voyage. But Michael 
/^i(;,whowasapprehenrive of the many Hardlhipshe 
was like to meet with in this Expedition, could never 
be prevail’d upon to confent to it: So that feeing he 
began to relilh the Barbarians way of living, I defir’d 
their Ciiief, that I might have leave to accompany 
Pkfird in his Bead ; who accordingly granted my 
Requeft. 

Our whole Equipage confifted of fifteen or twenty 
Charges of Powder, n .Fufil, a little forty Earthen 
Pot, which the Barbarians gave us, a Knife between 
us both, and a Garment of Caftor. Thus were we 
eqnipt for a Voyage of 2^0 Leagues j but our greateft 
Irult was in Providence. As we were carrying our 
little CantJii to the Fall of St. Anthofjy of Fadua-y we 
perceiv’d five or fix Savages, who w^ere got there be¬ 
fore us. One of them was got up into an Oak 
over againft the great Fall of Water, where he was 
weeping mofi bitterly, having fafien’d to one of the 
Branches of the Tree, a Robe of Caftor, which 
was white vvithin-fide, and garnifh’d with Porcupine. 

The poor Wretch had offer’d it in Sacrifice to the 
Fall j which, indeed, of it felf is terrible, and hath 
fomething in it very aftonifhing: However, it doth 
not come near that of Niagara. I could hear him 
fay, as he was addreffing himfelf to the Cafeade, 
with Tears in his Eyes ; Thou an a Sprit, grant 
that Thcje cf n?y Nation may pafs here ivithcut any Dif- 
ajhr • Thn! may meet ivith a great many wild Ballsy 
and that we may he Jo happy as to 'vanefttif) (nrr Enemy, 
(tftd taha great many Slaves, whom, whtn wthahe made 
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them fvfffer according to their Merits^ •we wiU bring hiths 
and Jlay in thy Vrefence, *The Meflenacks (’tis To thw 
call the Nation of the Omouagamis) have Jim 
of our Kindred: Grant we may be able to revengt 
[elves upon Um for that Affront. 

The laft part of his Requeft hapned to be fulfiird 
fooner^ I believe, than he expeded : For as they 
turn’d from hunting the wild Bulls, they attack’d 
their Enemy, kill’d a good many of them, and car- 
ry’d off feveral Slaves, whom they put to death b 
fore the Fall, after the moft barbarous and inhu- 
mane manner in the World, as we fhall fee in die 
Second Volume. Now if after fuch a barbarous Cere¬ 
mony as I have been defcribing, it happen but once 
that the Succel^ anfwers the Requeft, ’tis fufficient to 
render them obftinate in their fuperftitious Cn- 
ftom, tho’ it mifcarry a Imndred times for once tbt 
it hits. As for the Caftor-Robe, which was thus of¬ 
fer’d as a fort of Sacrifice, one of our Europeans mih 
bold with it at his return, and wou’d have been glad 
of having more frequent Opportunities of profiting 
by their Devotions. 

When we had got about a League below the Fall, 
Picard mifs’d his Powder-Horn, and remembring he 
had left it there, was forc’d to go back and fetch it. 
At his Return I fiiew’d him a huge Serpent, as big as 
a Man’s Leg, and feven or eight Foot long. She was 
working her felf infenfibly up a fteep craggy Rock, 
to get at the Swallows Nefts which are there in 
great Numbers : And at the Bottom of the Moun¬ 
tain we faw the Feathers of thofe fhe had alrwdy 
devour’d. We pelted her fo long with Stones, till at 
length fhe fell into the River. Her Tongue which 
was in form of a Lance, was of an extraordinary 
length. Her Hifs might be heard a great way, and 
die Noife of it feiz d us with Horror. Poor PW 
dreamt of her at Night, and was in a great Agony 
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all the while. He told me, I had done him a fenfi- 
bleKindnefs m waking him ; for though he was a 
Man intrepid enough, yet he was all in a fweat with 
die fright of his Dream. I have likewife my felf 
been oTten difturb’d in my Sleep with the Image of 
her; fo great an Impreffion did die fight of this 
Monfter make upon our Spirits. 

As we were falling down the River Mejchafip with 
extraedinary Swiftnefs, becaufe the Current is very 
rapid in this place, by reafon "tis fo near the Fall, we 
found fome of the Savages of our Band, in the Iflands 
of the River, where they had fet up their Cabins, 
and were well provided widi Bulls Fle/h. They of¬ 
fer’d us very freely of what they had. But about two 
Horns after our landing, we thought we fhould have 
been all murder’d : Fifteen or fixteen Savages came 
into the middle of the Place where we were, with 
their great Clubs in their Hands. The firft thing they 
did was to over-fet the Cabin of thofe that had invi¬ 
ted us. Then they took away all their Victuals, and 
wh*E Bears-Oil they could find in their Bladders, or 
^ ifewhere, with which they rubb'd, themfelves all over 
from Head to Foot. 

We took them at firft for Enemies; and Vkard 
I Was very near flicking the firft that came in with his 
I Sword. At the firft furprize, I began to lay.hold of 
, die two Pocket-Piftols that du Gay had left me; but 
I l^.gPod luck I contain'd my felf, or otherwife, with- 
1 obf ^bc, tlicre had been an end of us; for their 
I Conipanions would not have fail’d to have reveng’d 
Upon us the Death of thofe we had kill'd. 

I We knew not what thefe Savages were at firft; 
i iwt it appear’d they were fome of thofe that we had 
I left above at the the Fall of 'bt. Anthony, One of 
I them, who call'd himfelf my Uncle, told nle, that 
! thofe who had given us Victuals, had done bafe- 
ly to go and foreftal the others in the Chafe; and 
that according to the Laws and Cuftoms of their 

Country, 
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Country> ’twas lawful for them to plunder db®, 
finc^ they bad been the caufe that the Bulls were all 
run away, before the Nation could get togai^ 
which was a great Injury to the Publick 5 For when 
they are all met, they make a great Slaughter amongft 
the Bulb; for they furround them fo on every fide, 
that ’tis impoffible for them to efcape. 


C H A P. LX. 

"The Hmting of the Tortoife, The Author's Camw it 
rjd off by a fudden blafi of Wind, which was Lk- 
to ha've reduc'd him and his Com^nm to 
Streights. 

I N about threefcore Leagues rowing, we had Idtfd 
but one wild-Goat, which we did as fhe was 
eroding the River. The Heats were now grown fo 
exceffive, that our Provifions would be fpoil’d in 
twenty four Hours. This put us upon Hunting tk 
Tortoife; but ’twas with much difficulty that w 
could take any ; for being very quick of hearing 
they would throw themfelves into the Water u{ra 
the leaft noife. However, we took one at laft, which 
was much larger than any we had feen : His Shell 
was thin, and the Fleffi very fat. Wliilft I w«€efr 
triving to cut off his Head, he had like to have 
before-hand with me, by fnapping of my Finger wkn 
his Teeth, which are very fharp. 

Whilft we were managing this Affair, we had M* 
led our Canou a-fhoar; but it feems a fudden ^ 
violent Blaft of Wind had carry’d her off again in¬ 
to the middle of the River. Vicard was gone hjjo 
the Meadows, to fee if he could kill a wild Bull; 
fo that I was left.alone with the Canou. This w- 
lig’d me to throw my Habit as fall as I could ovw tns 
Tortoife, which I had turn d, for fear he Ihouldl^^ 

away. 
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^way. Hikewife laid (everal Stones upon liiy Clothes, 
the better to fecure him. When I had done, I fell 
a fwim ming after our Canow, which went very faft 
Sown the River, being catry'dby a very quick Stream, 
becaufe ’twas juft at the turning of a Point. After 
I had recover'd it with a great deal of difficulty^ I 
durftnot get into it, for fear of being overfet, and 
wetting the Woollen Coverlet that was in it, which < 

1 us'd to fleep on, and the reft of our little Equi¬ 
page : For which reafon I was forc’d to pufh it fome- 
times before me, and fometimes tug it after me, till 
by little and little I gain’d the Shoar, a fmall half 
quarter of a League below the Place where I had left 
the Tortoife. 

FuarJ returning from the Chace, where he had 
kill’d nothing j and finding only my Habit upon the 
Tortoife, but no Canow, had reafon to think that 
fome Savage or other having found me alone, had 
kill’d me. In great fufpence, he return’d into the 
Meadows, to look about if he could fee any body. 
In the mean time, I had made what hafte I coifd 
up the River with my Canow ; and had no fooner, 

, taken up my Clothes, but I Tpy’d a Drove of fixty 
i Bulls and Cows, with their Calves, croffing the Ri- 
' ver, towards the Land on the South-fide. I purfu’d 
them in my Canow, and fet up as great a Cry as I 
i could, to give P/carJ notice of it. He made up to 
the Noife, and had time enough to get into the Ca- 
' now, whilft a Dog which we had with us, by his 
I Barking, liad drove them to a Bay in the Ifles of the 
River. When we were prepared, the Dog drove 
them from thence; and as they pafs’d by us, Pkard 
kill’d one ol them with his Fufil, having lodg’d the 
Bullet in his Head. Having dragg’d it to the fide 
I of the River, it prov’d to be a Cow , that weigh’d 
about five or fix hundred weight. The Bulls have 
, more Flc/h, and weigh heavier; but becaufe wc 
could not get it quite to Land, we contented our 

felves 
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felves with cutting the beft Pieces, and left the 
the Water. 

’Twas almoft now eight and forty Hours fmce 
we eat laft; fo that we fell a kindling aFire asfaftas 
we couldj which we made of the Wood the Ri^ 
had thrown upon the Sands ; and as faft as Vmi 
skinn d it, I put the Pieces of Flelhinto our Ijt^ 
earthen Pot to boil. We eat of it with that greedi- 
nefs, that both of us were fick; fo tliat we were 
oblig’d to hide our felves in an Ifland, where we 
refted two Days for the recovery of our Health by 
the help of my Orvktan, which was a great Benefit 
to us during the whole Voyage. Whilft I was fetch¬ 
ing the Pieces of Fle/h which Vkard gave me, I went 
backward and forward very often clofe by a Rattle- 
Snake, feyen or eight Foot long, without perceiving 
him, as he lay wrapt afleep in the Sun. I told P;- 
card of it, who came and kill’d him with our Oai’, 
and afterwards threw him into the River. 

To be fliort, we could not charge our felves with 
much Provifions, becaufe of the fmallnels of our 
Canow; befides that, die exceffive Heat tainted it 
prefently, fo that ’twou’d fwarm with'Worms in an 
inftant. For thefe Reafons we were foon in the 
fame condition; and when we embark’d m the 
Morning, we knew not whether we Ihou’d have 
any thing to eat at Night. Never had we more rea- 
fon to admire the Goodnefs of Providence, than 
during this Voyage. ’Twasnot every Day we met 
with any Game, nor when we did, were we fiirc 
to kill it. 

The Eagles, which are to be feen in aburaiancc 
in thefe vaffc Countries, will fometimes drop a'Breni^ 
a large Carp^- or fome other FilK, as they are car¬ 
rying them to their Nefts in their Talons,/to feed 
their young. One day we Tpy’d an Otter, which, 
was feeding on a-great Filh upon the Bank of the 
River; which Filh had upon its Head a. fort’ erf 
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Beak about five Inches broad, and a Foot and a 
half long. As foon as Ticard Tpy’d it, he cry'd out 
he faw the Devil between the Claws of the Ot¬ 
ter. This Surprize was not fo great, but that we 
made lx)ld to feed heartily upon ir. The 51 efh 
of it was good; and we nam’d it the Stui’geon with 
the long Beak. 


CHAP. LXI. 

JVt continue our Courfe in fearch of the River Ouifconfin. 

Aquipaguetin finds us, and gets thither before us. 

We jubfifi ?neerly by Vrovldence, 

TLlOtwithftandingwe had row’d fo many Leagu^es^ 
yet cou’d we not find the River of Ouifeon- 
fin: This made us believe that it was IHll at a 
great diftance from us; when behold Aquifaguethty 
whom we believ’d to be above 200 Leagues off, 
appear’d all on a fudden, with ten Warriors with 
him, towards the middle of July, 1680. We thought 
at firft he came to kill us, becaufe we had quitted 
him, though ’twere by the confent of the other 
Savages: But he gave us fome wild Oats, with a 
Piece of good Bull's Flelh; and ask’d us if we 
had found the Europeans who were to meet us with 
their Merchandife. Our Anfwer not fatisfying him, 
he was refolv'd to go to Ouifconfin himfelf; but 
when lie came there, found no body. He return’d 
at the end of three Days, as we were Bill purfu- 
ing our Voyage, being refblv’d to acquit our felves 
fuUyof the Promife which we had made the Sieur 
de Salle, to come thither and meet thofe that he 
fhould fend. 

When Aquipaguetin firft appear’d at his return, 
Ticard was gone to Hunt in the Meads, and 
felf remain’d alone in a lirtlei Cabin, which 
V we 
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we had fet up under our Coverlet, which one d 
the Savages had return'd me, to ihade us from the 
Sun-beams, which were very fcorching at this Sea- 
fbn. Aqui^aguetin feeing me alone, came uptonje 
with his Club in his Hand : I immediately kid bold 
of my two Pocjiet-Piftols and a Knife, which Tmi 
had recover’d out of the Hands of the Barbarians. 
I had no mind to kill the Man that had adopted 
me, but only frighten him, and keep him fea 
murdering me, in cafe that were his intent. 

Aqui^guetinhogm to reprimand mefor expofingmy 
(elf in the manner I did to the Infults of their Ene¬ 
mies 5 and that at leaft I ought to have kept the o- 
ther fide of the River. He would have carry’d ine 
with him, telling me, that he had 500 Hunters witS 
him, who kill’d more Game than thofe that I was 
engag’d with. And probably it had been more advi- 
feable for me to have follow’d his Advice, than tp 
profecute my Voyage any farther. However, ou, 
Refolution then was, to continue our courfe towara 
the River Ouifeonfin ; where when we came, we found 
none of the Men the Sieur de la Salle had promis’d 
to fend us. Vkard and my felf had like to hate 
perifli’d on a thoufand different Occafions, as fit 
came down the River; And / novy we found opt 
felves oblig’d to go up it again, which pould not be 
done without repeating the fmie Hazards, andothfit 
Difficulties not to be imagin’d.. 
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CHAP. LXII. 

jke grtut Sireights which the Author and his Ctmfanioit art 
uduci to in their V^yage, They at lafi meet again with 
the Savages at their return from Hunting, 

P ICARD, who had been very ill us’d by the 
Savages, had rather venture all than go up the 
River with At^uipaguetin, Six Charges of Powder 
was all that we had left, which oblig’d uS co huf- 
band it as well as we could ; wherefore we divided 
it into twenty, to fhoot only for the future at Tur¬ 
tles or Wild Pigeons. When thefe alfo were fpent, 
we had recourfe to three Hooks, which we baited 
with fome Itinking Barbel that an Eagle hapned to 
drop. We took nothing the two ftrft: Days, and 
were deftirute of all means of fubfiftence, This 
made us, you muft think, betake our felves to 
Prayers with greater fervency than ever. And yet 
Ticard , ’midlr all our Misfortunes, could not for¬ 
bear telling me, that he fhould pray to God with a 
much better Heart if his Belly were full. 

I comforted both him and my felf as vvell as I 
could, and defir’d him to row with all the force he 
had left, to fee if we could catch a Tortoife. The 
next Morning, having row’d the beft part of the 
Night, we found a Tortoife, which was no^ bigger 
than an ordinary Plate. We went to boiling him 
the fame Minute on the Fire that we had kindled. 
We devour’d it fo haltily, thac I did not obferve 
that I cut the Gall, which made my Mouth as 
bitter as it felf j but I ran immediately and gargled 
my Throat, and fo fell to’t again, with the fame 
cagerneis as before. 

NotvvithBanding our famifh’d Condition, vve got 
lart to the Ri vir of Buds : Here we caft our Hooks,' 
which we baited with a white Filh that an Eagle 
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had God> who i^ver a^odpris thafe^t 

tr.uft in him, fuccour’^ i^^very; vifihly onthas«§g^ 

_ ^on i ’fo£ had {carce finifli'd our Prayers h^vi^s^s 
;4en at when PicW, who heard tlie 

tquiitted his JP^orion, and ran to theHoofciL wlm 
^he fouhfJ Barbels hung, which were fo larger 
"that i ,w^as forc'd to help him to get them ^ of 
the Water,!, We did not .Band toftudy what ^ce 
we ftou}dr||hake for thefe monftrous Fi(h, whidi 
welgh’d^apoye twenty five pound both f but 
ving cut them to pieces, broil’d ’em on tbe:€#. 
Boil them we could not, our little Earthen Pot be¬ 
ing unhappily broke fome time before. " 

When we had fatisfy’d our Appetite, and return’d 
our Thanks to Him, whofe Providence had fo fea- 
ibnably reliev’d us, we heard a noife about two in 
the Morning, upon the Bank of the Fim #/ Mulk, 
where we then were. After the Whc-goortlmi we 
heard the Anfwer was, Tepatoni Nika, and the Word 
Ntkanagi ; which is as much as to lay, 4 

is well, I told Vicard, that by the Language} be¬ 
liev’d them to hQIllinois, oxOutouagamis,^)^o• 9 xi$^K:• 
mies of the IJfati, or Nadoueffzns, But the 
Ihining very bright, and the Day beginning lo ap¬ 
pear, f perceiv’d ’twas the Savage Matnen^ whole 
Infant-Daughter I Baptiz’d, wlien Ticard alfiWas 
Godfather, or Witnels. He knew us again pc^ 
fently ; and being Juft come from Hunting whare 
they had had plenty of Game, he gave us what Vi* 
^uals we pleas’d; and inform’d us, chat alllthofe or 
his Nation were coming down the River ef MtHi) 
which difcharges it felf itito the hav^ 

their Wives and Children with them, L 
What he faid was true ; for the SavagflS, .wW 
whom Michel Ako had. ftaid behind , 

Icen^ng the Ri'ver of Bttlls with their Fket hf ^* 
now’s well ftor’d with Provifioas.- A^ifagtt^^^l 

the way^had-acquainted thcrfe oHiis 

. Tiari 
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fkard and mjr felf had expos’d oar felves in ou^ 
Voyage to Oufconfine and what ^reat Hazards we 
had ran, The Chiefs of the Savages gave us to un- 
dcrftand, that they were very well fatisfi’d with 
vhat ^ had done : But all of them reproach’d 
Micbatl Ako for a Bafe'Fellow, who had refus’d to 
accompany us for feir of being famifh’d by the way.. 
Tieard tOo, but that ! did what I coiild to hinder 
h, would have us’d him ill before all theCiynpany, 
fo incens’d was he agaiiift him, for Hs waht of 
Courage and AffedHbn. 

Ci:! ‘...tiOrA 


C ri A P. LXIII. 

TltSa'VageWomen bide their Tr^^ifions uff-and~d&ivninp^i^ 
mte Holes. They go down the River again a fe 'cond timei 
Addreji of the Savages. Bravery of one of the Savages^ 

T H E Savage Women being ^ come to the 
Mouth of the River of Bulls, hid their Provi- 
fions up-and-down thd little Iflands that are there, 
and in hollow Places under-ground. Thefe People 
have a way to preferve their Meat thus, without Salt, 
as we fliall fee hereafter. We fell down the River 
afecond time,in company of a multitude of Cariow’s, 
of which I have already fpoke. Hunting all the way as 
ge went,and vt^ere got a matter of fourlcoreLeagueSo 
Savages from time to time hid their Canows 
in the little Ifland, or in the Reeds upon the Bank of 
the River , and went feven or eight Leagues up the 
I Counn-y into the Meadows beyond the Mount^ns, 
j where at feveral times they kill’d between an hundred 
I add fixfcoreCows and Bulls. Whilft th6y are at the 

I Chafe, they always leave ibme Old Men on the top of 
the Mountains, to fee if they can difeover the Enfemy, 
' All this while I had a Savage under my Cure, 
Who ufiiilly Call’d Brother: He had run a 
Q) i ThorS 
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Thorn very deep into his Foot,, and I vvas then.p^ 
ting a Piail^er on it^ when on a fudden the Alattij, 
was taken in our Camp. Two hundred Archer" 
immediately ran to fee what was the matter; anj. 
the generous Savage, whofe Foot I had laid op^ 
in order to get out the Thorn, which was very 
deep,, fprung likewife from me on a fudden, and; 
ran as faft as the heft, that he might not lofe Ids- 
jhare in die Adion. But inftead of the Eoemy^ 
they could fee nothing but about an hundred Stas^ 
which were running away asfaft as they could, 
poor Patient had much ado to recover the Camp. ^ 
the while the Alarm lafted, the Women and Maids, 
kept Tinging in a very fad and melancholy Tone. , 

Picard being gone to his Hoft, I was left alone 
with one Otebimhi ; but after the fecond Hunting, 
I was forc'd to carry an Old Woman with mein 
my Canow, who was above fourfeore: For all that, 
ihe help’d me to row, and with her Oar would 
now-and-then pat two or three little Children , 
lay and difturb d us in the middle of our Canow^ 
The Men w'cre very kind to me ; but for all that, 
■’twas neceffary to make a Court to the Women ; 
for the Visuals were all in their Cuifody, who de¬ 
liver’d every one his Mefs. This I did by fliayin|, 
now-and-then the Crowns of their Children’s Heads^, 
who wear their Hair Hiorn not unlike our Monksjffiey 
let it grow till they are fifteen, fixteen, or eighte^. 
Years old, as well on the top of the Head, as elfe- 
where ; but at that Age, their Parents take it off, 
by burning it with fiat fiones made red-hot in the 
lire : So that the Women thought themfelves migh¬ 
tily beholding to me for {having their Children, be- 
cauie I took off the Hair without pain. 

We bad again another Alarm in our Camp : 
The Old Men, who had iheir Station on the top 
of die Mountains, fent to givC' notice that they 
liad defery’d fome V/arriors from afar. The Ar¬ 
chers 
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chers ran as hard as they could diive , towards the 
Place where ti^e P.nemy was hiid to appdtr , every 
one ehdeavourlng to be hrft in the Adiron. But 
after all this No^fe, tHey brought nodiin’^,back'with 
them but two Women of their own Nation', who' 
were come to acquaint them that one of'their Par¬ 
ties being gone a Hunting, towards the ehd of the 
Upper Lake, had light upon five Spines, by which 
j Name it is they call the Europcavs. They added, 

I That thefe Spirits had talk’d to ^cni, by means of 
! fome of their Nation who had feen us, and had 
been Slaves amongli the Ontouagamis and Jro<^tfoefc, 
whofc Language they underftood : That tliey had 
alfo delir’d them to condud: them to the Place 
where we were, becaufe they fhould be very glad 
to know wlscLhei we were Dutch, 

or OouiduiKs: And farther, That they could not 
imagine how \.,e had been able to penetrate fo far 
up into the Country amongft thefe People. 

T ipufi obfei V- hereupon , that tliCre are certain 
Perfons at C???.;/n, who have 'get the Management 
cf all Affairs diere into their hands, as I have eife- 
whefe faid. Thefe People being very angry, that 
we had been aforehand with them in our Difeo- 
veries, had fenc Men after us to fhare in the Glory 
of the Adion : For they hoped by our Means 
to get- a Knowledge of the Nations which we 
had feen, in order to Trade tlaither, as foon as 
they fhould have a Pretence of fending us back to 
Enrofe. ' 


O ; 


CHAP. 
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fhe Sietir jyvL Luth in our Camf. 

'^Jlrfes return "’With hirh and his Followers to tit 
Country of /i&e IlTati Nadoueffian^. Ihe Auth 
cafi my Co'verlet O'ver a dead Man. The Savages 01 
f leased at it. 

T he 28‘^ of July, 16S0. we began to afcrtid 
the River Mejckaftp the third tiitw. Tbft 
Savages, who had made a grand Hunt with gc^Sttt 
ceis, were relblv’d to return home to their Own 
Villages/ and prefs’d us to go with them; proving 
to coridu(?^ us as far as the Nations that inhabited at 
the End of the Upper-Lake. They faid they had 
a’ defign to make an Alliance with thofe 
through our Means. The Sieur du Luth was arri^d 
Acre from Canada, accompany’d with five Meii) 
whofe Equipage was half Soldier, half M# 
aiant.' 

H'They came up to us in company with tho m 
SaVagc-Women an hundred and twenty 
6? thereabouts, from the'Countn^ of tht Baidwr^ 
that had taken us. They defir’a us, becaoftjl^hio 
fome knowledge of the Language of the 
company them back to the Villages of 
pie. I readily agreed to their requeft, 
when I underftood that they had not 
Sacraments in the whole two Years and a half^ 
they had been out upon their Voyage, ^ 
du Ltith, who pafs’d for their Captain ,^ 
joy'd to fee me, and told me as a Sectet, 
who had fent him, wou'd mifs of their^im , a y 
w'oii’d'let me know more at leifure. 
ving how I fhav’d the Crowns of the 
ges, he'‘t!)rdcr'd them to be told I waf his w 
Brothdf.^ K 
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All this made the Savages treat me better than 
ever, and fijmifh me Tery pkntiftiHy-wtth Provifr 
pns. I apply’d my. felf ^Ifq rapre than ever to the 
means of their Salvation; and ’tis true they hearken’d 
to lilt attentively enough But4iefl,r j9iDak^ any 
progreis,. Qne muft live whole Yean$ amongft them, 
they are fo ignorant, and grounded in Superfti- 

.V ' -v ' -r . /.-■ ' ■ 

TheSieur Luth was charm’d at the figlk'of the 
Fall of St. Anthony TaduayV/hich was the Name we 
had given it, and in all appearance will remain with 
it. I allb fhew’d him the cr^gy Rock> whtere the 
monftrou^ Serpent was climbing up to devour the 
young Swallows in their Neffs; and reepunt^ 
to him the Horror that feiz’d fkardy at the Image 
his Fancy fram’d of that terrible Animal in iiis 
Dream, ? 

I tmift I'icre obfei vcjthat feeing my felf at Liberty 
to fay my Office after the Arrival of the Sienr 7 « Luth^ 
to bg more exad in the Service, I thought ! wou’ 4 . 
^,him the Day of the Month : He told nae as 
freely, he cou’d not fatisfy me in that Point, for he 
had no Notion of it left. Upon this I recounted to 
him the ill ufage which we receiv’d at the Hands 
of the Barhartaniy at their hrft taking us, which pre¬ 
ceded many times fo far as to threaten our Lives ; 
that thej^fore he ought not to be furpriz’djif through 
the Terrors and Apprehenfions which I had lain .fo 
long under, I had forgot even the Day of the 

We arriv’d at the Villages of die Jjfati on tfe ,i4n^ 
d .Aufftft'y 1680. where I found my. Chalice.. 
i with the Books and Papers which I had hid 
^ S^^gfipund , in prefence of the Savages, them- 
ftNf- Thefe Wretditt had never had ib much as 
f meddle with them, being fea^ul and 

thilc 
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inno^s in relation to ^piriK, ana ^pp^ving 
is WiteJ^aft in ev^ry theyxanno^ apr 
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prehend. The Tobacco which I planted before our 
Departure, was half choak’d with Grafs. But^ 
Cabbage, and other thi ngs w hich I had fown, were 
of a prodigious growth. The Stalks of thePurllain 
were as big as Reeds : But the Savages were 
afraid fo much as to tafte them. 
rA little after our return, the Savages invited uj 
to a great Feaft after theif own fafhion. There 
were above an hundred and twenty Men at it na¬ 
ked. Ouajkoude , the firft Captain of the Nation, 
and Kinfman of the Deceas'd, whofe dead Body 1 
cover'd, when they brought him back to the vil¬ 
lage in a Canow, brought me fome dry'd Fleikand 
wild Oats in a difii of Bark, which he fet before me 
upon a Bull’s Hide, whiten’d , and gamilh’d witli 
Porcupine Skins on the one fide, and curl’d Wooll 
on the other. 

After I had eat, this Chief put the fame Robe 
ori my Flead, and cover’d my Face with it; fay'lng 
with a loud Voice before all that were prcfeht, 
Tuboft dead Body thoudidji covery covers thine while aiki. 
He-has carrf d the Tydings of it to the Country of Sduk, (for 
thefe People believe the Tranfmigration of Souls:) 
What thott didjt in refpe^ of the Dead y is highly to h 
eficem d: All the Nation applauds and thanks mese for it, 

After this he gently reproach’d the 
that he did not cover the Dead, as I had ddfte. To 
which the Sieur defir’d me to anfwer, That he never 
cover’d the Bodies of any butfuch Captains as hlfnfelb 
•To which the Savage anfwer’d. Father Louis(fc>rfohe 
heard the Europeans me ) is a greater Captm than 
thou: His Robe. (Ipeaking of my BrocardChafuble^which 
they had taken from me; and was afterwardsfent os 
aPrefent to our Allies,who liv’d three Moorisdiftance 
from this Country ) was finer than what 

When thefe Savages fpeak of a Journey of thres 
or more Moons, they mean Months. Theymarcli 
well, and will travel fifteen Leagues a Daap 

whid; 
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which the Reader may judge what an extent of 
I Ground they can go in three Month. ; 


' CHAP. LXV. 

■ I 

I T'k Author takh his lea've the Salvages, to-;n to 
Canada. A Savuge is /lain by his Chief y for ad<vt- 
fng to kill ffs. Di/fute between the .S/f-»y-du Luth 
' attd the Author, about the Sacrifice of Bayhrtans, 

T owards the end of September, feeing we had 
no Tools proper to build a Houfe to dwell in 
during the Winter, amongft thefe People; and con- 
fidering that we were^dettitute of Provifions necef- 
fary to fubfift there, as our Defign was at firft to 
have done, we refolv’d to let them underftand, that 
to procure them Iron, and other Merchandizes, 
which were ufeful for them, ’twas convenient that 
we (hou’d return to Canada, and that at a certain 
tiffie which we fhou’d agree upon between us, they 
Ihou d come half the way with their Furrs, and we 
I the other half with our Ewro'^ean Commodities: 
That they might let two of their Warriors go with 
us, whom we wou'd carry into our Country, and 
likewife bring back again the next Year to the place 
appointed for 'meeting, from whence they might 
proceed to acquaint them of our return, in order 
^ their meeting us with their Effeds. 

I Upon this they held a great Council, to confider 
I whether they fhou’d fend forae of their Nation with 
us or no. Two there were who were for it, and 
offer’d themfelves to be the Men: Rut they alter’d 
their Opinion the Day of our Departure, alledging 
for a Reafon, That we were obliged to pafs through 
many Nations who were their fworn Enemies, and 
Wou’d be fure to feize.their Men, and take them 
out of our Hands, either-to bur.n them, or .put them 

otherwife 
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pthefwife^ta t^ exquiftfe Twments, 

withpiir otff fciing abipcfo' binder it, b^g 
■inNojtnber^we were^- ij ■ 

I .anfWer’d , That all thofe People , i^hqoi^ 
were afraid.of 5 were our Friendsr and Alliw.j 
that in Ponfideration of us,:^they wou’d forliej^ 
injure any of their Nation that were with juj, 
Tbefe Barbarians want no WJt 5 on the eoptraj^ 
their Natural Parts are extraordinary. They tow 
us in return, that fince we^were to pals though 
thefe People, who were their fworn Enemies, we 
fhou’d do well to deftroy tliem, at whofeHandi 
they had receiv’d fo many Injuries; that then 
their Men Ihou’d go and return with us to fetch 
them Iron, and other Commodities which they 
wanted , and wou’d gladly treat with us about. 
From whence we may gather, ^^thac thefe Bar¬ 
barians are full of Refencment, and Thoughts gf 
Revenge, Dilpofidons not altogether fo well .pre¬ 
par'd, to, receive the meek Dodrine of .^he Co- 
fpel. 

In fine, Omficoude their Chief Captain, having 
confented to our Remrny in a full Council, gave 
us lome Bufhels of Wild-Oats, for our Sub|iil^Gt 
by the way, having firft regal’d us in. thebeft ra^ 
ner he cou’d, after their famion. We have ake^jf 
ohlerv’d, that thefe Oats are better and more^bftl- 
fome then Rice. After this, with a Pencil, he 
mark’d down on a Sheet of Paper, which { had 
left, the Courfe that we were to keep for foin; hiui* 
dred Leagues together. In fhort, this natprial 
grapher defcrib’d our Way fo exadly, tbatthb Ch#* 
ferv’d us as well as my Compafs eouM 
For by obfoving it ponduaUy, we afriv’d ai the 
Place which we defign'd^- yvithoui; loiingiOlu? way M 

^ d cdor- r 1 ; > 

All unegs b«ng;mdyfrwedifpos’d 
depart, being eight Europeans of us in all. We put 

our 
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felves into two Canows, and took our lea 
^ oiit lo^s, with a Volly of our Men’s Fufils, 
which put them into a terrible Fright. We fell 
the River of St. Frrfz/w, and then that of the 

Mpil Two of our Men, withoutTaying any 
taken down two Robes of Calfcf, front 
bcfurt *!he Fall of St. AAthmy of Ta^Iua , 

^ibarkns had hungjthem upon a Tree as; S fort of 
Sacrifice. Hereupon arofe a Difpute between the 
Sieuf and my felf I commended what 

they M done, faying, He Barbarians judg^ 

we difapprcvd their SuferfiitieuP- On the 
cSfitratyj the Sieur dn Luth maintain’d, That they 
oti^t to have let the things alone in that place 
wfee they were, for that the Savages wou’d not 
fail to revenge the Affront which we had put up¬ 
on them by this Adtion, and that it was to be 
fear’d left they fhou’d purfue and infult us by th6 
Way. 

I own he had fome grounds for what he faid, 
and that he argu’d according to the Rules of Hu¬ 
mane Prudence. But the two Men anfwer’d him 
blamly, that the things fitted them, and therefore 
Iheu’d not trouble their Heads about the Sa¬ 
va^, nor their Superftitions. The Sieur du Luth 
MlAto fo violent a Paffion at thefe Words, that he 
iSfikc to have ftruck the Fellow that fpake^hera; 

I got between, and reconcil’d the Matter: For 
nsri and Mtchael Jko began to fide with thofe 
tbi! had'taken away the things in queftion, which 
might have prov’d of ill confequence. I affur d the 
^eur du Luth, that the Savages durft not ^rt us, 
for that ’I was perfuaded their Grand Captain 
yJcwJ^'Woh’dalways make our Caufe his own, and 
tha’(6Wd feight tely on his Word, and the gr^t 
Credit he had amongft thofe of his Nation. Thus 
tbe Rwnefs was»t>eaceably made up, and we tailed 
r down 
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down the River together as good Friends as ever 
hunting the Wild-Beafts as we vvent. ’ 

When we were got alrnort as far as the Rirer 
Ouifcon^n, we made a flop, to fmoak- after the man^ 
nerof ’the Country, the Flelhof the Bulls which vv;e 
had kilFd by the Way. During our Bay here, for 
the Reafon aforefaid, three Savages of the fame Na. 
tion, which we had lately left, came up to us ia 
their Canow, to acquaint us that their Grand Caor 
tain Ouajzcoude having learnt that another Chi 3 if 
the fame Nation had a Defign to purfue and mur^ 
der us, he came into the Cabin where the faid 
Captain and his AlTociates were confulting about 
it, and gave him a Blow on the Head with lo much 
Fury, that his Brains flew out upon thofe that were 
prefent at the Confult, refolving by this means ef- 
feftually to prevent the Execution of his pernicious 
Defign. We regal'd the three Savages for their 
good News very nobly, having plenty of Provifions. 
at that time. ’ 

The Sieur Luth, as fbon as the Savages were 
^one, fell into as great a Paffion as before, and 
Teem'd very apprehenfive left they Ihou’d ftili pur¬ 
fue and (et upon us in our Voyage. He Wou’fl 
have carri’d Matters farther, but that he found our 
Men wou’d not bate him an Ace, and were not in an 
Humour to be bulli’d. I took upon me to moderate 
the Matter once more, and pacifi’d them in the 
End, by aftiiring them that God wou’d not leave 
us in Diftrels, provided we put our Truft in him, 
and that he was able to deliver us from all our Eiie-^ 
mies. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXVL 

The Sieur du Luth is in a great Concern at ion at the 
fearance of a Fleet of the Savages , who furfnriz^eA us 
before ive were got into the River Ouifconfin. . 

T he Sieur du Luth had reafon to believe that 
the three Savages but now mention’d were 
really Spies fent to obferve our Adions; for indeed 
they knew th^t we had taken aw^y the Robes of 
Caftor from before the Fall of St, Anthony. He 
cou’d not forego his Fears, but told me, we /liould 
ferve the Fellow chat did it but rights if we fliou’d 
force him to carry them back, and leave them in 
the place where he found them. I forefaw Difcord 
wou’d be our Deltrudion, and fo made my felf Me¬ 
diator of the Peace once more. J appeas’d the 
Fray, by remonftrating, That God, who had pre- 
ferv'd us hitherto in the greateft Dangers, wou’d 
have a more peculiar Care pf us on this Occa- 
fion, bccaufe the Man's Adion was good in it 
felf. 

Two days after, all oar Provifions being drefs’d, 
and fit to keep, we prepar’d to depart: But the Sieur 
dti Luth was' mightily furpriz’d when he perceiv’d a 
Fleet of an hundred and forty Canows, carrying 
about an hundred and fifty Men, bearing down di- 
redly upon us. Our Mens Confternadon was no 
lefi than the Sieur’s: But when they faw me take 
oat from amongft our Equipage , a Calumet^ of 
Peace which the Ijfati had givpn us as a Pledge of 
dieir FriendHiip and Protedion , they took Heart, 
and told me they wou'd ad as I fheu’d dired. 

I order'd two of them to embark with me in a 
Caiiow, 5to meet the Savages: But the Sieur defir’d 
n'iC to take a third to row, that by Banding in the 

' middle- 
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the Ganow^ tnmight the better ike 
Pipe of l*eace, which I carry’d in my to 4 
peafe the Barbarians^ whofe Language I un 4 r^ 
indifferently well The other fohr of our 
left with the Sieiir du Luthy and told them, 
any^of the young Warriors fliou’d Land, and toifie 
up to them^ they ftiou’d by no means difcouife dr be 
familiar with them ; but that they Ihould keep thdr 
Pofts with their Arms ready fixt. Having given 
thefe Orders, I went into my Canbw, to the 
Barbarians who were a coming down the River i 
theirs. 

Seeing no Chief amongft them , I call’d out as 
loud as I^ou’d, Ouaficcudey Ouaftemdt , repeatinghis 
Name feveral times. At laft I perceiv’d him ro 3 iig 
up towards me : All this while none of 
had affronted us, which I look’d upon as a 
Omen. I conceal’d my Reed of Peace, the betm 
t6 let them fee how much I rely’d upon their Wofd. 
Soon after we landed , and entred the (^bin wKck 
the Sieur du Lath was, who wou’d have embrac’d t^ 
Captain. Here we muft obfsrve, that *tis not (fee 
Cuftom of the Savages to embrace after the raannar 
of the French, I told the Sieur du Lutb that hd need 
only prefent him with a piece of the heft boyrd 
Meat that he had, and that in cafe he eat of it, we 
were fafe. 

It hapned according to our Wifli; all file reft of 
the Captains of this little Army came to irtfit us. 
It coft our Folks nothing but a few Pipes of Martmich 
Tobacco, which thefe People are pafliohately fond 
of, though their own be ftronger, more agreeable, 
and of a much better Scent. Thus the Barbarians 
were very civil to us, without ever mendoniHg tlw 
Robes of Caftor. The Chief Oua/iamde 
to prefent fome Pieces of “nmeo Tobaeflo to tte 

Ohi^^^ Acfuifaguetiyty wfho bild adopted me for kk 

Son.- This-Civility had ftrlnge e^ds upott ^ 
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£ which, ai& we £i^,: figtiifies 

> 4 Qitb>t I mttft (ay without Vanijty^: my Nam^ 
wiH he ai it were immortal amongft ttefe P 4 t)ple, 
byieatfoii-df its jumping fb aceidentally with that 
iftheSttn. 


CHAP. LXVil. 

ThtAt^hcrU Vnffage prom the Mouth of the Rsw OuiC- 
eonfin, to the great Bay of the Puans. 

T ,H E Savages having left us to go and War up^ 
-00 the Mefforites, Mahoras, Illinois^ and other 
bkhctons, which inhabit towards the lower part of 
iJe-RiyeE Mefchafipiy and are irreconcilable l^emies 
IjEhtte People of the J^ortb ; the Sieur du Luthy who 
, Hjioa maBy Occafions approv’d hirafelf to be much 
my Friend, cou’d not forbear telling our People, 
^5 1 had all the reafon in the World to bdieve 
tbatthe (Viceroy of Canada wou’d give me a very 
-kWA^eption, in cafe we cou’d arrive there be- 
:'fod Winter^ and that he wilh’d with all his heart 
itebjid been among fo many different Nations as 
myftlf. 

As we went up the River Ouifconfny we found it 
was as hu'ge as that the Illmoisy which is naviga¬ 
ble ^ large Veffels above an hundred Leagues. We 
cou’d not fufficiently admire the Extent of thofe 
vaft Countries, and the Chiming Lands throu^ 
which we pafs’d, which lye all untill’d. The crud 
Wars which thefe Nations have one with another, 
ate .the caufe that they have not People enough to 
^Idiwce them, And the more bloody Wars which 
bave rag’d fo'long in all parts of Europey have hin- 
j ^rU jthe fending Chriftian-Colonies to fettle there, 
However, Imufl: needs fay, that the poorer fort of 

our 
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our Countrymen wou’d do well to think of it, laj 
go and plant themfelves in this fine Country, whew 
hi a little Pains in tilling the Earth , they woa’d 
live happier, and fubfift much better than they de 
here. I have feen Lands there, which wou’d yield 
three Crops in a Year : And the Air is incompara. 
bly more fweet and temperate than in Holland. 

After we had row’d about feventy Leagues upon 
the River Ouifconfin, we came to a Place where we 
were forc’d to carry our Canow for half a League, 
which Ouaficoude had fet down in his Chart. We lay 
at this place all Night, and left Marks of bur ha¬ 
ving been there, by the Croffes which we cut on 
the Barks of the Trees. Next Day, having carri’d 
our Canows and the reft of our little Equipage over 
this Piece of Land, we entred into a River, which 
makes almoft as many Meanders as that of the Illi¬ 
nois doth at its Rife: For after fix Hours rowing 
which we did very faft, we found our felves, olf 
withftanding all the Pains we had been at, oveli 
againft the ftace where we embark’d. One of our 
Men muft needs (hoot at a Bird flying, which over- 
fet his Canow ; but by good luck he was within 
his depth. 

We were forc’d to break feveral Sluces which the 
Caftors had made for our Canows to pafs; other- 
wife we cou’d not have continued our Way, orar- 
ri’d our things to embark them again above thefe 
Sluces. 

Thefe Creatures make them with fo much Artj 
that Man cannot equal it. We (hallfpeak of them 
in our Second Volume. W’e found feveral of th«& 
Ponds, or Stops of Water, which thefe Creatures 
make with Pieces of Wood, like a Caufey. 

After this we pafs’-d over four Lakes, which are 
all made by this River. . Here formeily dwek the 
Miamis ; but now the Maskoutens , uikams, and 
Outoagamis , who fovv their Indian Wheat here, on 

which 
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which they diiefly fubfift. We made feme Broath 
of the Water of a certain Fall^ which they call Ka-* 
kalin; becaufc the Savages come often hither to eafe 
themfelves, and lye on their Backs^ with their Faces 
expos’d to the Sun. 

Thus having made more than Four hundred 
Leagues by Water fince our departure from the 
Countiy Of the IJJati and NadeuejJ'ansj we arriv’d at 
lad at the great Bay of the Vuansy which makes 
part of the Lake of the lUmois, 


CHAP. LXVIII. 

7ht Author and his Company (tay feme time anrng^ the 
Puans. Ordinal of the Name, They celebrated 
Mafs here, md wintered at Miffilimakinak. 

W E found many Canadians in this Bay of the 
Vnam, The Nation that inhabits here, is fo 
call’d,becaufe formerly they dwelt in certain Marlliy 
Places, full of ftinking Waters, fituate on die South* 
S(a. But being drove out thence by their Enemy, 
tliey came and fettled in this Bay, which is to the 
Ead of the Illinois. The Canadians were come hither 
to Trade with the People of this Bay, contrary to 
an Order of the Viceroy. They had ftill a little of 
the Wine left, which they brought with them, and 
Kept in a Pewter Flagon. I made ufe of it for 
Mais. Till now, I had nothing but a Chalice, and 
a Marble Altar, which was pretty light, and very 
handfomly engrav’d : But heic by good Fortune I 
tiiSt with the Sacerdotal Robes too. Some Illinois 
who had happily efcap’d their Enemies the Iroejuefi^ 

I wiio had attack’d and almoft deftroy’d them fines 
tny Voyage, and the time that I had been a Slave 
I JJ^ongd the Barbarians, bad brought with them the 
I Ornaments of the Chapel of Father Zenobius Mam- 
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wliorn we had left among the lHhois, Some of 
thefe, I fay, who were efcap’d to the Place where 
we Were, deliver’d me up.all the Ornaments of tbi 
Ghapel, except the Chalice. They promis’d to get 
me that too for a little Tobacco, which I waste 
give them f and were as good as their Word, for 
they brought it me fome few Days after. 

’Twas more than nine Months fince I had cele¬ 
brated the Sacrament of the Mafs, for want of Wine. 
We might indeed have done it in our Voyage, had 
we had VelTels proper to keep Wine in: But we 
coil'd not charge our Canow with fuch, being very 
unfit to carry things of Burden. 'Tis true, we met 
with Grapes in many Places through which we 
pafs’d, and had made fome Wine too, which we 
put into Gourds j but it fail’d us whilft we were 
among the Illinois, as I have elfcwhere obferv’d. As 
for the reft, I had ft ill fome Wafers by me, which 
were as good as ever, having been kept in a Steel- 
Box Ihut very clofe. 

We ftay’d two Days at the Bay of the Tuani] 
where we fung Te Deum, and my felf faid Mai's, arid 
Preach’d. Our Men prepar'd themfelves for the Holy 
Sacrament, which we receiv’d, in order to render 
our Thanks to God , who had preferv'd us amidft 
the many Dangers we had run, die Diffiaikies we 
had furmounted, and Monfters we had overcome. 

One of our Canow-Men truck’d a Fufd with i 
Savage for a Canow larger than our own, in which, 
after an hundred Leagues rowing, having coafted 
all along the great Bav of the pMa7is, we arriv’d 
Miffilimakifiak, in the Lake of Huron, where we Wtre 
forc’d to Winter: For our Way lying Bill North.? 
we fhou’d infallibly have perilK d amongft the Ide 
and Snow, had we proceeded any further. 

By the Coui fe we were, oblig'd to take, we were 
ftili about Four hundred Leaguer from Ca^' 
Amongft thefe People, I met, to iny no' little W:; 

- faijion) 
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f 4 (^on, father Pierfon, ajefait, who is a Son of the 
King’s Receiver for the Town of Aeth in ^ainault. 
He was come hither to learn their Language, and 
fpoke it then paffably well. This Religtom, who re¬ 
tain’d iriU the free and open Humour of his Coun¬ 
trymen, had made himfelf belov'd by his obliging 
Behaviour, and feem’d to be an utter Enemy of Ca¬ 
balling and Intrigues, having a candid Spirit, gene¬ 
rous and fincere. In a word. He appear’d to me to 
be Cich as every good Chrillian ought to be. The 
Reader raav judge haw agreeably I paf d the Winter 


X u cne w Intel 
infuchgood Company,after theMiferies and Fatigue: 
I had undergone in the Courfe of our Difcoveries. 

To make the beft ule of my time that I cou'd, I 
Preach’d all the Holy-days and Sundays in Ad^vent 
and Unt, for the Edification of our Men, and other 
Canadians^ who were come four or five Leagues out 
of their Country, to Trade for Furrs amongft thefo 
Savages: From whence we may obferve, that there 
are lonie ^hom I ihall forbear to name, who not- 
wkhilanding all their pretended Aufterities, are yet 
no Ids covetous of the Things of this Worldj than 
the inoft Secular Pcrfon in it. The Onttaom^s and 
the Hiivons wou’d often a (lift at our Ceremonies in 
a Church cover’d with Rufhes and a few Boards, 
wWch the Cunadians had built here: But tliey came 
of Curiolity than any Defign to confornl 
ttoldves to the Rvles of our Holy Religion. 

* W latter ot thefe Savages would tell us, fpeak- 
yS; 9^*' Difcoveries, That thcmfelves were buc 
Aipnj but for u> Europe.'ins. ^ we mull needs be Spi- 
li^d gone To far up amongft ftrange 
Hanotis as we had done, they Ikoald have been fure 
to have been kill’d by them without Mercy; whereas 
we pafs’d every where without danger, andi knew 
procure the Friendihip of all we nietr 
die Winter, we broke Holes fn the Ice 
and by means of feveral large 
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Stones, our Nets fotnetimes twetjty,- fometinws 

twenty five Fathom under W^ter to catch Filh,wWch 
we did in great abundance. We took Salmon- 
Trouts, which often weigh’d from forty to fifty 
pounds; Thefe made our Indian Wheat go doWn 
the better, which was our ordinary Diet. Our 
verage was nothing but Broth made of Whitemgs, 
which we drank hot; becaufe as it cools it turns to 
Jelly, as if it had been made of Veal. 

During our ftay here. Father Tierfon and I would 
often divert our felves on the I^, where we skat^ 
on the Lake as they do in Hoftand, I had leam’d 
this Slight when I was at Ghent ^ from whence to 
' Brujfeh one may run in tl]ree Hours witli abundance 
of Pleafure when the Canal is frozen. Tis the 
ufual Diverfion with which the Inhabitants of thefe 
two Cities entertain themfelves during the Winter, 
by favour of the Ice. 

It muft be allow’d, without reflecting on any 
other Order, That thofe of St. Francis are very pro¬ 
per for the fetling of Colonies. They make 
Vow of Poverty, and have a Property in notlilr^i 
their own: They enjoy only a flmpk Ufe ot Things 
neceiTary to Life. Thofe that give us any MovCj 
ables, continue flill to be the owners of them, and 
may take them again at pleafure. ’Tis this Pover^ 
which is recommended to us by many Popes j btit 
above all by our Rule, which is the only one I find 
inferted in the Canon-Law. 

What pafs’d at Mi][tUhjakinak during this WintW, 
is a Proof of what 1 fay. Two and forty 

Who'were come hither upon the account of ® 
Trade which they drive'here with the Savages, oe- 
fir’d nie to prefent them with the Cord of St. 

I coiilpli’d with their RedaHI; and each drrie 
liver’d a Cord, riiade a IJiiall Harangue by wayn] 
Exhorfi^tibri to the, Perfoii receiving ^ 

alTociated him to'the ftay^s bf the Ohfe ’ 
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would have kept me with them, and made rhe a 
Settlement, where from time to time they might 
have relbrt to me. Th,ey promis’d me mofcoveij 
fince I would accept of no Furrs, that thpy would 
prevail with the Savages to f^rnifh out my Subfillencc 
ia the befl manner which could be expeded. for the 
Country. But becaufe the greatefl part of them 
that made me this Offer, Traded into thefe Parts 
without permiflioii, I gave them to im^erfiand, 
That the Common Good of our Difeoveries, ought 
to be preferr’d before their private Advantages; fo 
defir’d them to excufe- me, and permit me to return 
to Canada for a nmre Publick Good. 


C FT A P. LXIX. : 

Amlcfs D-p^rtuy.^ from MifTilimakinak. He pajfes 
t'd:i) great Lahis, The taking of a Great Bear. ome 
Viin 'iculan rdating to the hlefl} of that Beafi. 

W E parted from Mijjilimakivak in F^/tfr-Week, 
i68i. and for twelve or thirteen Leagues 
togetlier, were oblig’d to draw our Provifions and 
Cauow’s after us over the Ice, up the Lake Huron, 
the lidcs of which continu’d Bill froze five or fix 
Leagues broad. The Ice being broke, we embark’d, 
after the Solemnity of the Quafimodo, which we had 
ah opportunity to celebrate, having by good Fortune 
inct with a little Wine, which a Canadian had 
brought with him, and (brv'd us all the reft of our 
Vpyage. After we had row’d a hundred Leagues 
1 fjong the Tides of the Lake Huron, we pafs’d the 
Stfcights, which are thirty Leagues through, and the 
i lake of St. Claire, which is in the middle: Thence 
j we arriv'd at the Lake Brie, or of the , where 
I we fiai’d fome time to kill Sturgeon, which come 
1 here in gicpat numbers, to caft their Spawn on the 
P 3 fide 
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fide of the Lake. We took nothing but the Beliy 
of the Filh, which is the moft delicious part, and 
threw away the reft. 

This Place afforded alfo plenty of Venifbn and 
Fowl. As we were handing in the Lake, upon a 
large Point of Land which runs it felf very far into 
dhe Water, we perceiv’d, a Bear in it as far as we 
could fee. We could not imagine how this Crea¬ 
ture got there; ’twas very improbable that he (hou’d 
'fwim from one fide to t’other, that was thirty or 
forty Leagues over. It hapned to be very cabii’; 
and fo two of our Men leaving us on the Point, 
put off to attack the Bear, that was near a quarter 
of a League out in the Lake. They made two Shot 
at him' one after another, otherwise the Beaft had 
certainly funk them. As foon as they had fir'd, 
they wcvQ forc’d to (heer off as faft as they could to 
charge again; which when they had done, they re¬ 
turn’d to the Attack. The Bear was forc’d to nand 
it; and it coft them no lefs than feven Shot before 
they could compafs him. 

As tliey were endeavouring to get him aboard, 
they were like to have been over-fee; which if they 
had, they muft have been infallibly loll: All tliey 
could do was to fallen him to the Bar tliat is in the 
middle of . the Canow, and fo drag him on Shoarj 
which they did at lall with much ado, and great 
hazard of their Lives. We had all the leifure tiiat 
was requifite for the dreffing and ordering him, fo 
as to make him keep; and in the mean diue tpok 
out his Intrails , and having cleans’d and boil’d 
them ,, eat heartily of them, Thefe areas good a 
DilK as' thofe of our Sucking-Pigs in EuKoffy Hk 
Flefh ferv’d us the reft of our A^oyage, which we 
urually;'cac with lean Goats-fleih, becaufe it is too 
fat to’ eat by it felf: So that we liv’d hun¬ 
dred Leagues'upon the Game that we diis 
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C H A p.: LXX. 

The MtibUrtg of the Author 'apd] a certain Cap^^ijnrof the 
Otittaoua(5ls, nam^d Talon by the Intendant of that 
Name y upon the Lah of Erk; wbo reeoun^ to him 
mtjy lAdventtires of \ his Family and Nation, Fur- 
tbv Qbfti'^aUms upon the Gtreat Fall or Catfra^s qf 
Niagara. 

r [ere was a certain Captain of the OuttaouaBs^ 
to whom the Intendant gave his own 
Nanae, whilft he was at Quebec, He us’d to come 
often to that City with thofe of his Nation , who 
brought Furrs thither: We were ftrangely furpriz’d 
at the light of this Man, whom we found almoft fa- 
mjfh’d, and more like a Skeleton than a living Man. 
He told us the Name of Talon would be foon extindfc 
in this Country, lince he refolv’d not to furvive the 
Loft of ftx of his Family who had been ftarved to 
Death. He added, That the Filhery and Chace had 
both fail’d this Year, which was the occafion of this 
ftd Difafter. 

He told us moreover, That though thtiroquefe were 
not in War with his Nation, yet had they taken 
and carii’d into Slavery an entire Family of Twelve 
Souls. He begg’d very earneftly of me, that I would 
nfe ray utmoft Endeavours to have them releas’d, if 
they were yet alive; and gave me two Necklaces of 
Bhckand White Porcelain, that I might be fure not 
kncgledl a Buiinefs which he laid fo much to heart. 

rely upon thee, Bare-foot, (for fo they always 
<idl’d us) and am confident that the Iroquefe will hearken 
Jooner than any ones* Thou dtdfi often ad- 
^tjt them at their Councils ^ %vbich were held then at the 
F^rfs/Katarockoui, where theu haji caus'd a great Ca- 
ytn to htjmtlt. Had J hen at my Village when.thou camfi 
through it, 1 would h,%ve done all that I could to, have kept 
' A i ^ ^ p 4 thee. 
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ihee,''‘mflM vf the Black Coat ((b they Call the Jcfu. 
jtes) which was there. When the poor Captain had 
' done fp^king, I folemnly promis'd him to ufe my 
utmoft Intereft with the Iro^uefe, for the releafement 
of his Friends. 

After we had row’d above an hundred and forty 
Leagues upon the Lake Erie, by reafon of the mafiV' 
Windings of the Bays and Creeks which we were 
forc’d to coaft, we pafs’d by the Great Fall erf Nic. 
gara, and fpent half a Day in confidering the Wbn- 
ders of that prodigious Cafeade. 

I cohld not conceive how it came to pafs, that 
four great Lakes^ the leaft of which is 460 Leagues 
in compafs, ftould empty themfelves one into ano¬ 
ther, and then all centre and difeharge themfelves at 
tliis Great Fall, and yet not drown good part of A- 
merica. What is yet more furprizing, the Ground 
from the Mouth of the Lake Erie, down to the Great 
Fall, appears almoft level and flat. 'Tis fcarcc dif 
cernable that there is the leaft Rife or Fall for fix 
Leagues together: The more than ordinary fwiftnefs 
of the Stream, is the only thing that makes it be ob 
ferv’d. And that which makes it yet the ftranger is, 
That for two Leagues together below the Fall, to¬ 
wards the Lake Ontario, or Ercntenac, the Lands areas 
level as they are above it towards the Lake of Eric, 

Our Surprife was ftill^reater, when we obferv’d 
there were no Mountains within two good Leagues 
of this Cafeade; and yet the vaft quantity of Watei 
which is difeharg'd by thefe four frefli Seas, flops 01 
centers here, and fo falls above flx hundred Foot 
down into a Gulph, which one cannot look upon 
without Horror. Two other great Out-lets,or Falls of 
Watev,which are on the two fldes of a fmall floping 
Ifland,^ which is in the midft, fall gently and wkb 
put noife, and fo glide away quietly enough :• 
when thi.s prodigious quantity of Water, 

I fpeak, conies to fall, there \s fuch a din, and fiich 
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a tioife, that is more deafning than the loudeft 
Thunder. 

The rebounding of rhefe Waters is fo great, that 
a fort of Cloud arifes {rom the Foam of it, which 
arefeen hanging over this Abyfs even at Noon'day, 
when the Sun is at its heighth. In the midft of Sum¬ 
mer, when the Wearfier is hotteft, they arife above 
the talleft Firrs, and other great Trees, which grow 
in the flooping Ifiand which make the two Falls of 
Waters that I fpoke of ’ 

Iwifh’d an hundred times that fomebody had been 
with us, who could have defcrib’d the Wonders of 
this prodigious frightful Fall, fo as to give the Rea¬ 
der a juft and natural Idea of it, fuch as might ik- 
tisfy him, and create in him an Admiration of this 
Pr^igy of Nature as great as it deferves. In the 
i mean time, accept the following Draught, fuch as 
I it is; in which however I have endeavour’d to give 
! the curious Reader as juft an Image of it as I could. 

Wc muft call to mind what I obferv’d of it in 
the beginning of my Voyage, which is to be feen 
in the Seventh Chapter of this Book. From the 
Mouth of the Lake Erie to the Great Fall, are 
reckon’d fix Leagues, as I have faid, which is the 
continuation of the Great River of St» Lawrence^ 
which arifes out of the four Lakes abovemiention’d. 
j The River, you muft needs chink, is very rapid for 
thefe lix Leagues, bcuufe of the vaft Difcharge of 
Waters wWch fall into it out of the faid Lakes. The 
I Dnds, which lie on both (ides of it to the Eaft and 
Weft, arc all level from the Lake Erie to the Great 
M Its Banks are not fteep ; on the contrary, 
the Water is alnioft always level with the Land. 
Tis certain., that the Ground towards the Fall is 
by the more than ordinary fwiftnefs of the 
Sttteamj and yet ’tis not perceivable to the Eye for 
Aftfe Leagues abovelaid. 

has run daus violently for fix Leagues, ^ it 
, meets 
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-meets With a fmall fldping Ifland, about blf a 
quarteEiof^Mleague long^ and near three hundfed 
Fwt brdadyaswell as one can guefs by theEye^fer 
it is impoffible to come at it’ in a Canow of Baric, 
the Waters run with that force. The Ifie is full of 
Cedar and Fitr ; but the Land of it lies no hieher 
than tliat on the Banks of the River. It feenis to 
be all'level, even as far as the two great Cafcad^s 
mat i-nakcThe Main Fall. 

The two fides of the Channels^ which are made 
by the Ifle , and run on both fides of it, overflow 
almoft the very Surface of the Earth of the fod 
Ille, as well as the Land that lies on the Banks of 
the River to the Eafl: and Weft, as it runs South and 
North. But we muft obferve, that at the end of 
the Ifle, on the fide of the two great Falls, there is 
a flooping Rock which reaches as far as the Great 
Gulph‘ into which the faid Waters fall; and y^ 
the Rock is not at all wetted by the two 
which fall on both fides, becaufe the two Torrents 
which are made by the Ifle, throw themfelves with 
a prodigious force, one towards the Eaft, and the 
other towards the Weft, from oft* die end of 
Ifle, where the Great Fall of all is. 

After then thefe two Torrents have thus run by 
the two fides of the Ifle, they caft their Waterf all 
of a Tudden down into the Gulph by iwe Great 
Falls }■ which Waters are pulh’d fo violently on by 
•their own Weight, and fo fuftain’d by the fwiftncfs 
of the motion, that they don't wet the Rock in the 
leaft. And here it is that they tumble down into an 
Abyfs above 600 Foot in depth. 

The Waters that flow on the fide of the Eaft, 
do not throw themfelves with that violence as thofe 
that fall on the Weft. The reaibn is, becaufe the 
Rock at the end of the Ifland, rifes IbmethingKiOpe 
o'n tins fide^ than it does on the Weft; andiatfle 
Waters being fupported by it fomewhat idhgw 

they 
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on the other are carry’d th& fmoodier 
of: But on the Weft the Rock, fiooping^^oiore, the 
Waters, for want of a Support, become. iJbeiboner 
brote, and fall with the; greater pree^kation. 
Another reafon is, the Lands that lie on thd Weft 
are lower than thofe that lie on the Eaft» p. We alfo 
ciferv’d, that the Waters of the Fall, that is to the 
Weft, made a fort of a fquare Figure as they fell, 
which made a third Cafcade, left than the other 
two, which fell betwixt tlie South and North. 

And becaufe there is a riling Ground wliich lies 
before thofe two Cafcades to the North, the Gulph 
is much larger there than to the Eaft. Moreover, we 
muftobferve, that from die riling Ground that lies 
oyer againft the two laft Falls which are on the Weft 
of the main Fall, one may go down as far as the 
bottom of this terrible Gulph. The Author of 
this Difeovery was down there, the more-narrowly 
to obferve the Fall of thefe prodigious Cafcades. 
From hence we could difeover a Spot of Ground, 
which lay under the Fall of Water which is to the 
^ft, big enough for four Coaches to drive a breaft 
without being wet; but becaufe the Ground, which 
is to the Eaft of the Hoping Rock, where the firft 
fill empties it felf into the Gulph , is very fteep, 
4n(J almoft perpendicular, ’tis impoflible for a Man 
to get down on that fide, into the Place where the 
four Coaches may go a-breaft, or to make his way 
through fuch a quantity of Water as falls towards the 
Gulph: So that 'tis very probable, that to this dry 
PUce it is that the Rattle-Snakes retire, by certain 
Paftages which they find under ground. 

From the end then of this Ifland it is, that thefe 
two Great Falls of Waters, as alfo the third but now 
mention’d, throw tliemfelves, after a moft fiirpri- 
zing manner, down into a dreadful Gulph fix hun- 
Jred.Fpot and more in depth. I have already faid. 
Waters Difcharge therafelves at the 

Cafcade 
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Cafcade to the Eaft,. fafi. with lelTer force whereas 
thofe to the Weft tumble all ar once^ making two 
Calcades; one moderate, the other very violent and 
ftrong, which at laft make a kind of Crochet 
or fquar^ Figure, falling from South to North, and 
Weft to Eaft. After this , they rejoin the Waten 
of the other Cafcade that falls to the Halt, and fo 
tumble down altogether, though unequally, into 
the Galph, with all the violence that can be ima¬ 
gin’d, from a Fall of fix hundred Foot, which makes 
the moft Beautiful, and at the fame time moft 
Frightful Cafcade in the World. 

After thefe Waters have thus difcharg’d them- 
felves into this dreadful Gulph, they begin to refume 
their Courfe, and continue the great River of 
St, Lawrence for two Leagues, as far as the three 
Mountains which are on th^e Eaft of the River, and 
the great Rock which is on the Weft, and lifts it 
felf three Fathoms above the Waters, or thereabouts. 
The Gulph into which thefe Waters are difcharg’d, 
continues it felf thus two Leagues together, between 
a Chain of Rocks, flowing with a prodigious Tor¬ 
rent, which is bridled and kept in by the Rocks that 
lie on each flde of the River. 

Into this Gulph it is, that thefe feveral CafcadeS 
empty themfelves, with a violence equ^l to the 
height from whence they fall, and the quantity cf 
Waters, which they difcharge. Hence arife thofe 
deafning Sounds, that dreadful roaring and bellow¬ 
ing of the Waters which drown the loudeft Thun¬ 
der, as alfo the perpetual Mifts that hang over the 
Gulph, and rife above the talleft Pines that are in the 
little Ifle fb often mention’d. After a Channel is 
again made at the bottom of this dreadful Fall by 
the Chain of Rocks, and fill’d by that prodigious 
quantity of. Waters which are continually falling^ 
the River of St, Lanvrence. refuraes its Courfe : Buf 
with that , violence, arid his Waters beat againft 4 c 
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Rocks with fo pc^igious a force, that ’tis impofli- 
We topafs even kf a Canow of Bark, though in one 
of them a Man ftiay venture fafe enough upon the 
moft rapid Streams, by keeping clofe to the Shoar. 

Thefe Rocks, as alfo the prodigious Torrent, 
laft for two Leagues ; that is, from the great Fall, 
to the three Mountains and great Rock : But then 
it begins infenfibly to abate, and the Land to be 
again almolt on a level with the Water ; and fo it 
continues as far as the Lake Ontario^ or Fronteftac, 

When one ftands near the Fall, and looks down 
into this moft dreadful Gulph , one is feized with 
Horror, and the Head turns round, fo that one 
cannot look long or ftedfaftly upon it. But this vaft 
Deluge beginning infenfibly to abate, and even to 
fall to nothing about the three Mountains, the Wa¬ 
ters of the River St. Lawrence begin to glide more 
gently along, and to be almoft upon a level with the 
Lands; fo that it becomes navigable again, as far as 
the Lake over which we pafsto come to the 

Nw Canal, which is made by the difeharge of its 
Waters. Then we enter again upon the River 
St. Lawrena, which not long after makes that which 
they call the Long Fally an hundred Leagues from 
Nsafara. 

1 have often heard talk of the Cataratfts of the 
which make the People deaf that live near 
them. I know not whether the Iro^uefe, who for¬ 
merly inhabited near this Fall, and liv’d upon the 
Beafts which from tame to time are born down by 
the violence of its Torrent , withdrew themfelves 
from its Neighbourhood , left they fliould likewHe 
become deaf; or out of the continual fear they 
wefe in of Rattle-Snakes, which are very common 
in tHs Place during the great Heats, and lodge in 
Holes all along the Rocks as far as the Mountains, 
wMch Ke two Leagues lower. 

as it will, thefe dangerous Creatuf*es are to 
u'rioii be 
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be wet with as far ^ ^the: Lake Frontenac, oil the 
Sotith^fide j but becaiife thby are hever to be feen 
but m the' midft of Summer, and then only when 
the Heats are eXceffive, they are not fo afraid of 
them here as elfewhere. However, "tis reafonable 
to prefumo, that die horrief noife of the Fall, iid 
the fear of thefe poifonous Serpents, might ilige 
the Savages to feek out a more commodious Hafe 
tation. - 

Having carry’d our Canow from the Great Fall of 
Niagara,' as far as the three fountains, which are 
two Leagues below, in all which Way we perceiv’d 
never a Snake ; we proceeded in our Voyage, and 
arriv’d at the Lake of Ontario, or Frontenac. 


c II A P. LXXr. 

The Author fets out from the Fort which is at the 
Mouth the Niagara, and obliges 
^ ajjemb, d m Council, to delivei' up the Slaves they bad 
made of the Outtaoua(5is. 

^one of the Savages in the little 
Village of the Irocjuefe, which is near the 
Mouth of the River Niagara ; for they fow there 
ut very_ little Indian Corn ; and inhabit the Village 
»'^^Hai'veft-rime, or in the Seafon they go a 
nlhing tor Sturgeons, Or Whiteings which are'there 
m great plenty. We thought alfo we ftould find 
iome Canadtans at the Fort of the River whkh we 
ad be^n to build, at the beginning of bnf &fcpr 
very . i 3 uc theie Forts were only built for 
to cover the fecret Irade of'Furrs, and counftihance; 
Com*r^^ M. had given tb'the 

It^niuft be granted, tl^at fucii DifcovPries'are be^ 
yond any private MehS' Pwer; and they hitilV fe’ 

cour> 
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I countenanc’d by a Sovereign Authoiity, tp !:« fuc- 
I rfsfut. Tliereiore M, de-la '$alk had got t^ie French 
Court's Protfedion ; but inftead of making, a good 
j ^fe of Jt for the publlck Good, he did, chiefly aim 
it his own private Intereft , and for that reafon 
negle(^ed a great many things neceffary co ,c;arry on 
his Enterprize. The Fort of the River of, Niagara 
was become a deferred Place, and might have ferv’d 
to cdulltenance his Deflgn. We came along the 
Southern Coafts of the Lake Ontario^ or Frcntenac j 
and after having failed thirty Leagues, we 
arriv’d about Whitfmtide in the Year 1681. at the 
great Village of the TJ'onmntouans Iroquefe, 

'The Savages came to meet us, repeating often this 
Word Otcbitagon, meaning by it, that the Bare-foot 
was-return’d from the great Voyage he had under- 
; took, to. vifit the Nations that are beyond the River 
i Hobio and Mefchafm ; and though our Faces were 
i burnt,by the Sun, and my Clothes patch’d up with 
i wild Bull-Skins, yet they knew me, and carry’d me 
I wilh my two Men in to one of their Officer’s GottageSc 
i They did call their Council, v/hich met to the 
number of Thirty, or thereabouts , wearing their 
Ggwns in a flately manner, made up with all forts 
of Skins, twifted about their Arms, with xhQ Calumet 
in rheir Hands. They gave order that we fliou’d 
be entertain’d according to their own Fafluon, 
v^diile they did fmoak without eating. 

After we had done eating, I told them by 
'/<‘Wthac was my Interpreter, that, their Warriors 
M brought 12 as Slaves, though they 

their Confederates and Omnud-^ Friends, (’tis 
the Name they give to the Viceroy of Canada) 
brewing thereby die Peace, and proclaiming War 
againil Canada: And the better to oblige.them to 
deliver up to us the OuttaouaBs , who by good For¬ 
tune were hill alive, we flung in die middle of the 
AlTembly two Collars of Porcelain^ that Captain 
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Talon had given us ; This is the only way among 
them, to enter upon any Affair. “ 

The next day the Council met, and the Iroptfe 
anfwer’d me with fome other Collars of Porcelain • 
and told me, That chofe who had made thefc Men 
Slaves , were young Warriors without Confiderad- 
on ; That we might affure Onontio, ( who was thtn 
Count Frcntanac ) that their Nation wou’d always 
refpec^t him in all things; That they fliou’d live with 
{lim as true Children with their Father, and that they 
wou‘d deliver up the Men who had been taken. 

Teganeoty one of the chiefeft, who fpoke for the 
whole Nation in the Council, prefented me with 
Ibme Skins of Otter, Martin, and Bever, to the va¬ 
lue of thirty Crowns. 1 took his Prefent with one 
Hand, and deliver'd it with the other to his Son, 
whom he lov’d tenderly. I told him. That I made 
him that Prefent, that he might Exchange it with 
fome Merchandizes of Eurefe ; and that the Bare- 
ffet will accept of no Prefent at all, not out of Con¬ 
tempt, but becaufe we are difincercfted in all things; 
affuring him, I would acquaint the Governor with 
his FriendHiip. 

^ The Irocfuefe was furpriz'd that I did not accept d 
his Prefent; and feeing befides, that I gave a little 
Looking-Glafs to his he laid to thole of his Na¬ 

tion, that the other CartaJtans were not of thatTem- 
per : And they fent us feveral Fowls, as an acknow¬ 
ledgment of their Gratitude for the care we took, 
to teach their Children fome Prayers in their own 
Tongue. After the Promifes the Savages gave us to 
live in good correfpondency with us, we took our 
leave of them, and got our felves ready, in order to 
continue our V'oyage. 


CHAP. 


J 
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CHAP. LXXIL 

The Aitthor fits out from the Tfonnontouans Iroquefe, 
and coTnes to Fort Frontenac. 

I Muft confefsit is a great Pleafure for one to come 
out of Slavery, or the Hands of Savages, and to 
refleft^uponpaftiVliferies; efpecially vi^hen he returns 
among Friends, to reft himfelf after fo'many Hard- 
Ihips and Troubles, 

We had ftill about FouiTcofe Leagues to go upoa 
the Lake Ontario, before we cou’d arrive at Fort C^- 
wokout, or Frontenac* but we were all the Way very 
merry; I had help’d Picard du Gay and Michael Akoy 
my fellow-Travellers, with feme Skins, to make 
amends for the Hardihip and Pains they fuffer'd in 
that Voyage. We had much ado to row off our 
Canow, it being much bigger than that we made 
ufe of when we fet out from the Iffati and Nadouef 
fm\ but neverthelefs we came in four Days to the 
Fort, and kill’d in our way fome Buftards and Teals. 
We wanted then neither Powder nor Shot, and 
dterefore we fhot at random all that we met, either 
foall Birds, or Turtles, and Wood-Pigeons, which 
were then coming from Foreign Countries in fo 
great Numbers, that they did appear in the Air like 
Clod*. 

lobfery’d upon this Occafion, and many other 
rimes during our Voyage, a thing worthy of Ad¬ 
miration: The Birds that were flying at the Head 
the others, keep often back, to eafe and help 
rhofc among them chat are tir'd ; which may be a 
Leflbn to Men to help one another in time of need.' 
Father Luke Pn-JJet, and Sergeant la Fleur, who had 
rile Command in the Fort in the Abfence of M. la 
receiv'd us in the Floufe of our Order, that 
'''c lid built together. 


Q 


The/ 





Jig '> ^ 

^oid -tK^tithi^Savages had hang’d rA^ with ’Si.QF^ 

Rb^e 5 \^ 6 -Years a'gfeiV- :Alt the' ItihahitaltrtiJ^ 

Gi»#w^<a^^a?td the Savages th^ 'Wehad enc^r^dtt 
lhre;jie^"Fdrt Frontimc, to^ill the Grotihd"^ hi^ 
Si^ iafl^etft'aiM'diiiaty and (hew’d fittif) 

Joy tolee ^me^gain. The Savages put thek Haii 
lypon their Mouth, and repeated often this Wetd, 
raeanmg, That the muft be a Sj^'rit, 

having-travell’d fo far , through ip many;NatioiR 
ihat woii’d have kill’d thetn, if they had hQtWtj^. 
Tho* Ve were kindly us’d in this Fort, yet iuyUeh 
had a great Mind to return into Canada \ and tii* 
^ving efSp’d fo many Dangers together, I was-kik 
ling to make an End of the Voyage with them; 
therefore we took leave of Father Luke Bmfik 
of all our Friends that liv’d in that Fort, and wtSK 
foT Qwbec. V? 

^------- ■ 

CHAP. LXXIII. ^ 

The Atahorfeti cut from Ewr Ffontenac, andpi^mr 
the rapid Stream y "which is caWd, The L(MlgFall 
He is kindly receiv d at Mon treal by Count FrOft tenac. 

W E fetout from the Fort fooner than Ithcjught, 
not being able to keep any longer aiy.Mcfl, 
and in our Way cook a more exad: View of tire 
'vMouthof the Lake /or ThisPlaej 

'IS calld Xheufand Iflands , becaufe.there ari^fe many 
- of them, that ’tis impoffibleto tell them. Tlie Stream. 
IS here, vety rapid; but its Swifrneis is prodi^oully 
; increa^bbjL the ^reat Qiantity of Waters that 
come.frpmfrthe. other Lakes abpvementionld,' and a 
greatTB^nyiRivers thaC run dntq this, in > the Place 
call d. The Long Fall^ which makes it as dreadfolas 
^ the great Fall of Niagara. 
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i But bcfjdes this great Quantity of Waters ^ and 
i lije D€<;livity of the Channd > which makes the 

I Current fo rapid, there are alfo on the Banks, and 

I' to t^ middie of the River of St. Lat&^e , about • 
eight or Ten Leagues below the feid Lake , great 
Rofks,' which appear above Water, wliieh ftoppiag 
the&ream of the Risrer, makes as great a .Noife as 
tiie great Fall of Niagar^^ < 

Jhia dreadful Encounter of Water’diatdbeats fo 
fuiioufly againft thefeRocks, continues about two 
I Leagues, the Waters fpurt up ten or twelve Yards 
j high, and appear like huge. SnowsBalls, Hail, and 

I Rain, with dreadful Thunder, and a jSIoife like 

; Hiffing and Howling of Fierce Beafts i And I do 

j cerldnly believe, that if a Man continued there a 

confiderable time, he wou’d become Deaf, without 
any Hope of Cure. 

My Men refufing to carry by Land the Canow, 
and the Skins they had got, I was forc’d to adven- 
I ture with them; which I did willingly, having for-* 
merly pafs’d thefe Streams in a Canow: I trufted 
my leli again to the fame GOD who had dsli- 
rer’d me From fo many great Dangers. The Stream 
j is fo rapid, tliat we cou’d not tell the Trees tbtE 

I were on the Bank , and yet tliere was hardly room 

for our Canow to pafs between the Rocks. We 
wore earn’d away ^ thefe horrid Currents above 
two great Leagues in a very fhort time; and in two 
Days we came from Frontenac to Montreal , which 
are about Threefcore Leagues diftanc one from ano- 
j ther. Before our landing at Montreal, my Men de- 
fir'd me to leave them with the Skins in a neigh¬ 
bouring Ifland, to fave forae Duties, or rather 
to keep off from M. la Salle's Creditors, who 
well’d liavc feiz’d the Commodities they had goc 
in their long Voyage with me in our great Dif- 
corery. 

Q* 


Counis 
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Count Frontenac y who was’ .it MonfrFdt, looking 
out of a Window, faw me alone in a Canowy and 
took me for Father Luke Fillatre, one of o\xx 
leBsy who fervM him as Chaplain. But one of his 
Guards, knowing me again, went to him, and ^ 
quainted him with my coming.^ he was fo kind ad 
to come to meet me, and made me the belF Ro. 
ception that a Miffionary might expe<^ from a Pcn 
foTi of tliat Rank and Quality. He thought I had 
been murther’d by the Savages two Years ago. He 
was at firft furpriz’d, thinking I was ibme other.Re- 
colletl that came from Virginia: But at laft he 
knew me, and gave*" me a very kind Entertain¬ 
ment. 

This Lord did wonder to fee me fo much alter’d^ 
being lean, tir’d, and tann’d, having loft my Cloak 
that the Ijfati had ftoll’n from me , being then 
cloathM in'ah old Flabit, patch’d up with pieces of 
wild Bulls^Skins. He carri’d me to his ownHoufe, 
where 1 continu’d for twelve Days to refrelh my 
felf. Fie forbad all his Servants to give me any thing 
to eat, without his exprefs Order, becaufe he was 
afraid I Ihou'd fall lick if I was left to my own Dif- 
cretion, to eat as much as 1 wou’d after fo long 
Hardftiips j and he gave me himfelf what he thought 
was belt. 

He was much pleas’d to hear me talk of all the 
Hazards I had run in fb long a Voyage among fo 
many different Nations. I reprefented to him what 
great Advantages might be got by our Difcoverv : 
But having obferv’d that he was always repeating 
the farne Queftions he ask’d me the firft Day I was 
with him, i told him I had acquainted him with 
what I knew and that I did not queftion but M./-^ 
Salle, who was to go to the Court of Franee aboat 
his Affairs, had acquainted him with all the Particu- 
- our Voyage, having bfeen in our Company 

till he was fb^c.^d to leave us to return into 
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I knew th.Tt M. ha Si^Ue was a Man that wou\? 

^ never forgive'me^, if I had told all that I knew of 
om Voyit^e; therefore I kept fecret the whole Djf- 
covery' We ha'd made of the River Adefekafpi. My 
Men- were fas much concern’d as I, in Concealing 
our Voyage j.for they had been certainly punifh’d 
for having undertaken it againft Orders; and the 
Skins they had got in their return from the IJJati 
witlpM. dtf Luth, who did Ray for that reafon among 
i\\tOuttamaUs, had likewife been confifeated. 

Count Frontenac fhew’d me in private a Letter 
M.</vI«t^had fent him by a Huron, who liv’d in 
the Neighbourhood of the Ounaouaas, by which he 
acquainted him, he cou’d never learn any thing 
about our Voyage, neither from me, nor from the 
Men who attended me. I cou’d not forbear then to 
tell him, that M. //« Luth was not fo much devoted 
to his Service as he thought; ar^d that I might alTure 
him diat feme Men that were his Opponents, had 
tin I.rfths Mouth; and that I was fully 
psFluded he had been fent by them with a fecret 
Order, to pump me ; but I was bound by my Cha- 
radier,^and in Cliarity, to fpare rhofe Men, tho’ on 
many OccaHons they had not dealt fo juftly with 
me; but I was willing to leave all to God , who 
to every orte according to his Works* 

Fmds de Laval, the firR Lord BiRiop of Quebec, 
came along the River St, Laurence, to make his Vifi- 
tation, while I was coming to Quebec with the Lord 
We met him near Fort Chamfein, which 
/ kad been fortifi’d, to put a Stop to the Inroads of 
Jrujue/e: The Lord Frontenac ^sk'd me, if I had 
got^ Ague; and then looking upon thofe that at- 
fentkdhim, hefaid, that the feeling of the Pullb 
mcreasd the Fever; infinuating to me thereby, 
tnat there was a Defign laid againR me, to get but 
^ningly what I kept fecret in my Heart. 

Q 3 After 
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After a (hort Cottvei^tion wuh the Bifliop, I 
ask’d his Epifcopal iBIefling, tho’ I did not think fit 
to reveal tOihim all thr^t J knew of our Wfcovcries. 
We were going to difccnirfe more largely upon this 
Subject, when the Lord Fronttnac came in, to invite 
the Biihop to Dine with him , and thereby to giw 
me an opportunity to put an end toourConTerfe- 
tiom 

I was much puzzl’d in the Company of thele two 
Great Men, the Biihop was the Chief of the Com¬ 
pany ; but i was yet to pay a great Refped to the 
Lord Frontendc, I did avoid talking of Matters that 
might be troublefome to me ; and I told the Biihop, 
that the Lord Frontenac had prefcrib’d me a Courte 
of Diet, left I fhou’d fall fick, after all tlieHard- 
fhips I had endur’d , and the bad Food I fed u{«n 
among the Savages; therefore I defir’d him to ^ve 
me leave ip return to Quebec, that I might live there 
in private 5 for I was not able then to Catechife the 
Children, nor to perform any Functions of a Miffip- 
nary in his Vification ; and that I wanted fomeReft, 
^hat I might work more vigoroufly afterwards. By 
thefe Means I avoided a Cpnverfarion with 
the Biihop, that wou’d have prov’d very troa- 
blefome, to roe ; for he gave me leave to retire 
to our Monaftery , to reft there after all my fa- 
rigues* 
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fc-'H';S-%?;EX-XF^‘'^ ^ ■'“’^A 

: n .gnito- ifiqoiliqH eiri h'ii’i 
A p'eat Defeat of the that weireoattjt^d <md 

■ {tfrfri‘tfA%f^fhe Ifoquefe*ao^q r^»l;iw ^'V 

'''^ nariw .i?iS(dL ’3 

W Hile I was refting ^fter my great LqbefaaM, the 
Lord Frontenac -didlreceive Leasi^from Fa¬ 
ther A^enohe Mawhre, whom I left among the Ilhmh- 
He felt him Word, that die irotfMfei l:^ad!vdrawnithe 
Mimis\nio their Party 5 and that being joinMiaog^ 
ther, they had form’d a great Army, ahd were f^’n 
oiia fadden upon the iUmois, to deftroy that Nati¬ 
on j and that they were* got together to* the nura- 
of Nine hundred, all Fufiliers; thefe' tWo Na- 
riontf being well provided with Guns, and all fort of 
Aimnunidons of War, by the Commerce they have 

^Wih 6 Eitro^eans. 

The were projediing this Enterprize about 
the fe'** OT Septembery 1680. while I was about the 
Pinery bf the River Mefebafipi. The Ulmis did not 
milii>ufl' them ; for they had concluded a Treaty pf 
Peace wkh thefe two Nations^ and M./i SaHe 
had alTuf’d them , that he wou’d do his utmoft 
EfldeaVburs to oblige them to obferve the Treaty ?; 
tofbre the Illinois were eafily furpriz’d, liaving 
fentiittoft part of their Youth to make War in ano¬ 
ther G)untry. 

A ebaouanofiy Confederate to the Illinois , return¬ 
ing from their Country home, came back again, 
to give them notice that he had difeover’d an Army 
of h^uefe and Miamis , who were already en- 
terjl^Uito their Country on purpofe to furprize 
them. 

This News frighted the Illinois ; yet the next Day 
they appear’d in the Field, and march’d diredily to 
the Enemy; and as foon as they were in fight, 
ihqr charg’d them. The Fight was very ftarp, 
^ ^ H •: and 
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and a great many Men were kill’d on both 
fides. . 

M. Tontiy whom M. hMle had left in theForcof 
Crevecc-ur, to command there in his Abfence, hearinc 
q£ this Irruption, was in fear for the ///rw/fs fake * 
for, though their Army was more numerous th^n 
tto their Enemy ^ yet they had no Guns • 
therefore he offer’d himfelf to go AsJkefton , that is 
Mediatcr , carrying the Calumet of Peace in 
his Hand, in order to bring them to an Asree- 
ment. ^ 

,, The Iro^uefe finding ^ more refiftance than they 
mought at firlf, and feeing that the Illincis were re- 
folv’d to continue die War, confented to a 
Treaty of Peace , accepting .Mr. Tmth Medi. 
anon , and hearken’d to the Propofals he made 
them from the lUmotSy who.had chofen him for Me¬ 
diator. 

M. reprefented to them, that the fc/V were 
Orientio\ (’tis the Name they gite to the Viceroy of 
Canada ) Children and Confederates as well as tliem- 
felves; and that it wou d be very unpleafant to him, 
who Iqv d them all, to hear that they had begun the 
War ; therefore he earneflly intreated them to re¬ 
turn home, and trouble the Illinois no further, 
feeing they had reiigiouflv obferv’d the Treaty of 
Peace. 

Thefe Propofals did not pleafe fome of die young 
J^oquefe, who had a great mind to fight, and there¬ 
fore charg d on a fudden M, Tonti and; his Men 
W^uh feveral Shots, <; and a delperate young Fellow 
of the Country of Onnontaghe^ gave him a, Wound 
with a Knife, near the Heart 5 but by chanee a Rib 
warded off the Stroke : Severaf others did fall upon 
Inni, and, won’d take him away ; but one taking 
notice qf jpiis^ and that his Ears were not bor’^ ' 
knew thereby that he was npt an ’ 

that.reafp9,^ old Man cry’d out, That cha^iho?^ ’ 
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fpafehim; and flung to him a Collar of Porcelain, 
meaning thereby to make him Satisfatfliion for 
the Blood he had lofi:, and the Wound he had re- 
ccijrU 

A young Man of the Iroquefi^s Crewtook 
M.Twn’s Hat, and hung it on his Gun, to fright 
the llUs therewith ; wHo thinking by that Signal 
ihixTcntij Father sn6 all the Europeans that 

were in his Company , had been kill’d by the Iroe^uefe^ 
were fo much furpriz’d and difquieted with that 
horrid Attempt, that they fanci’d '’themfelves deli¬ 
ver’d up into the Hands of their Enemies , and 
were upon running away: Yet the Iro^uefe having 
made a Signal to Father Z-fwr A’ to draw near, that 
they might confer with him about tbemeans to pre¬ 
vent both Armies to come to fight, they receiv’d the 
c.alumtto{ Peace, and made a Motion as if they had 
a mind to withdraw : But the lllimis were hardly 
come to their Village, before that they faw the 
lfO(ja(fe*s Army appearing upon fome Hills, which 
were over-againfl: them. 

This Motion oblig'd Father Zcvoh, at the llUmish 
Reqneft, to go to them to know the reafon of a 
Proceeding lb contrary to what they had done in ac¬ 
cepting of the Calumet of Peace. But that Embafly 
didnot pleafe thofe Barbarians, who wou’d not lofe 
lohir an Opportunity. Father Zenobe did run the 
hazard of being murther’d by thefe unmerciful Men; 
vet the lame God who had preferv’d many of our 
i’ellow-Miffionaries in the like Encounters, and my 
hlf in this Difeovery, kept him from the Hand of 
fhrfe furious Men. He was a Man of a fiiorc Sta- 
but very couragions, and went boldly among 
the who receiv'd him very civilly. 

They told him, that the V/ant they were reduc’d 
fo, had forc’d them to this new Step, having no Pro- 
vdbns for their Army, and their great Number ha- 
driven away the Wild-Bulls from that Country. 
tfJb’ Father 

r 





Fathq-; bropgl^.e^fl^ Aj^wer to -thfi Jllimis, 
wjho .pr^eiitiy fent Corn-, aii 

-things vn^a^ry for irfrefc aiid pro^M 

to them Treaty <;^ C having ia tl^ 

Country ;a great plentj.^|:^^aaver-s Skin^ Ihd 6^^ 
V ' .’V ' 

- -The accepted of thefe Propofalsj they did 
^exdwnge Hoftages, anS Father Zenohe went ihtp 
tbeirC^fpp:,. and did lie there, to lofe ho time to 
^ring ajd,Masters to an Agreement,,. and concludek 
iTr^cy between them. But th^Iro^ttefe repairing in 
.great Numbers into the Quarters or the who 
rufpeded noall Defign, they advanc’d as far as their 
.Village, where they wafted the MaafoUum th^t they 
(Os’d to raife to their Dead, which are commonly fi- 
ven or eight Foot high: They fpoifd the Inium Corn 
.that was (own; and having deceiv’d the Wmis, uft- 
<der a falfe pretence of Peace, fortifi’d themfelv^ i^ 
their, Village. 

In this Confufion the Irc^uefe join’d with the Afw- 
w;/, oarri’d away eight hundred Illinois Women ai^ 
Children; and their Fury went fb far, that th^ 
Antropophages did eat fome Old Men of that Natidtt, 
and burnt fome others who were not able td follow 
them,and fo return’d with the Slaves they had made, 
to their own Habitations, Which were four hundred 
l eagues off the Country they had lb cruelly plun¬ 
der’d. " 

Upon the firft News of the Approach of the In- 
quefiy tho^ Illinois had fent moft part of their Families 
CO the other fide of a little Hill, to fecure thdm froih 
their Fury, and that they might get over the fti^r 
Mtfohafipiry and the others that were fit for W^r, ^^S 
Hock together on the Tops of the Hills that were n^r 
their Habitations,. and: then went to the mc 
of the Biver, to look afeen their Families afid pr(^ 

vide for their Subfjftencei 
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After this perfidious Expedition, thefe ferb^nafis 
vrou’d fain alledge feme Eretences their 

Treachery, and wou’d perli^kde our Fathefs^o retire 
from the Illinois^ Countty, fince they vver'fe'ial! 
avvay; and that there was no likelihood thfy fhou-d 
want them for the future to teach them their Pray- 
CIS, as the Atjuntatfi, or the Black-Gowns do in their 
Countries, meaning the jefuits, whom they call by 
that Name. They told Fathers Gabriel and 
that they fhould do better to return into Canddayin^ 
that they would attempt nothing againft the Life of 
the Children of OmntiOy Governor of Canada y defi- 
nng to have a Letter under their Hand, to (hew it 
aja Teftimony of their honeft proceeding in this 
occafion, and affurjng them that they would no 
more ftand by their Enemies. , . tt 

Our two Fathers being fo forfaken by their Holts, 
and finding themfelves expos’d to the Fury of a 
Cruel and Vi<5torious Enemy, refolv’d to return 
home, according to the Iroquefe Advice ; and tong 
bppli’d by theni with a Canow, they embark d tor 
CWa. 


CHAP. LXXVU. 

'iU Savam Kikapoux murther Father Gabriel de la 
Ribourde, a RecoUeSl MiJJionary, 

/^O D has given me the ^ce to be infenfible 
Lr of the Wrong I have fuffer d frommy Ene- 
miw, and to be thankful for the Kindn^K I have 
tertv’d from mV Friends. But if ei^er I had rea- 
6ti to be thankflil to thofe that have taken care ot 
liiylnftraaon, certainly I muft 
diiS Good Father Gabriel, who was mV 
ling my Novitiate in the Monaftery of , 

in the Province of Artw, 
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tliihk, tfetJ am bound in Duty to mention fo Ho^ 
neft a '^an in this Relation of my Difcovecy^ efco. 
dally Iwing had fo-Ocda Share therein, as to^ 
murder'd by the Savages J^ikapoux , as I will re¬ 
late it. ; , 

It muft be obferv’d. That M. Tonti could (lay no 
longer at Fort Crevectsur^ after, the llltms Defeac* 
therefore lie defir’d Fathers and Zenobe to eat’ 

with two young Boys that were left there, inma 
Canow, and return into All the re(l of 

the" Inhabitants had deferred that Country fince that 
unfortunate Accident, by the SuggeP:ion of fome 
Men of Canada, who were the Predominant GefKim 
of the Country,, who had flatter’d them with great 
Hopes, to oblige them to forfake M, de la Salk'r 
Deflgn. 

Our faid Fathers being fo forc’d to leave that 
Country after fuch a Defeat, embark’d the iSthof 
Sef^tember toWowing, wanting all forts of Provifions, 
except what they could kill with their Guns; but 
being arriv’d about eight Leagues from the 
thar Canow touching upon a Rock, let in Water, 
and lo were forc’d to land about Noon to mend 

K. 

While they were about careening the fame, Father 
charm’d with the fine Meadows, the littlQ 
Hills, and the pleafant Groves in that Country, which 
aie difpers d at fuch diftance% that they look as if 
they had been planted on purpole to adorn the 
Country, went fo far- into thofe Woods, that he loft 
his Way. At Night Father Zenohe went to look afr . 
ter him, as alfo the reft of the Company ; for he i 
was generally lov’d by all that knew him. But 
M. fonti was fuddenly feiz’d with panick Fears, 
thinking that every moment thewou’d fall. ’ 
upon him: So that he fent for Father Zembe,\And 
tored ail his Men to retire into the Canow and. 
to got over the River on the //Wfide, and left 
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the Old Father expos’d to the Barbarians Infults, 
withbut any refpeift to 'his ’ Age^ or to his Perfo- 
nal Meriifs. ' ■ ' ^ - 

Tis true, that in the Evening one or the Toung 
Men that were in the Canow with Father ^enohe,' 
fir’d a Gun by M. Tonti’s Order, and lighted a 
great Fire 5 but all was in vain. ' ’ ' 

^ The next Day, M- Tonti feeing he had behav’d 
himM cowardly on this occafion, went back again 
by'bF^kof Day to the Place where vVe had left the 
Diy Father aYid continu’d there till 

Noon looking after the poor Chriftian. But ttidugh 
fortie'of his Men enter’d into the Groves , Where 
they faw the frelli Steps of a Man, which were al- 
fo {^Iftted in the Meadows along the Bank of the 
Riteri they could never hear of him. }sA.'Tohti' 

(aid iince, to excufe himfelf for having fo bafely 
forfafen Father Gabriel, That he thought the Iroqueje 
had laid an Ambufcade to fiirprize him ; for they 
hadfeert him flying away, and they might fancy 
he had declar’d himfelf for the 
Bot'ki 7?;/.'/ might have rememberd he had gi-' 
ven hit 1,otters for CanaJa to thefe Iroquefe \ and 
that if they had form’d any Defign upon his Life, 
they would have executed it when he was among 
iriemi But they were fo far from it, that when 
he was wounded, they prefented him with a Col¬ 
lar of Porcelain ; which they never do but when 
lome unlucky Accidents happen. The Savages 
duiiVufe fo much circumfpedion ; and therefore 
diis Excufe is groundlefs and frivolous. Father 
has left us in Writing, That he would (fay 
for #athfer : But M.Tmti forc’d him to 

at Three a Clock in the Afternoon ; 
layin^;That certainly he had been kill’d by the 
fneiios', <)r elfe he was gone a-foot along the 
fisnkf-of the River; and that they would fee 
*-‘‘1thgir v-ay. However, they could hear 

'if.- " 
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notKag <(f him; and th«"fother they went, 
greatierdFather Ziinoh'$ AM^ons grew. Thiey wcbq 
then in fudi a want of Provifions, that they bad mh 
thing to feed upon but Potatoes, Wild Garlick, ^md 
Ibme finall Roots they had fcratch-d out of/the 
Grohnd with their own Pingers, 

We have heard fincOi that Father fawn 

kill’d a little while after his landing. The^NatioD 
of the kikapouxj who, as one may fee in our Map, 
inhabit to the Weft ward of the Bay of Piww, had 
fent their Youth to make War againft the Ira^fr^ 
but hearkig that thefe Barbarians were got into 
Country of the Ulmois, they went feeking about 
to furprize them. Three Kikapoux , nuking the 
Vanguard, met with Father Gahrid, and came up 
to him as near as they could, hiding themfidwj 
among the Grafs, which is very high in that Coun¬ 
try; and though they knew he was not jui 
yet they knock’d him doWn with their Club^ callld 
Heail-hreAkers , which are made of a vety hard 
Wood. They left his Body on the fpot, and car* 
ri’d away his Breviary and Journal, which fince 
came to the Hands of a Jefuite, whom I will mea* 
tion in my other Volume, wherein I defign to fpeak 
of the Firft Introdudion of the Faith into 
Thefe Barbarians took oft*the Skin of his Head,, and 
carri’d it in triumph to their Village, giving out 
that it was the Hair of an IrMuefa whom they kd 
kill’d. 

Thus di’d this Good Old Man; to whom we may 
apply what the Scripture (ays of thole whom Herd 
in his Fury caus’d to be ^ain, JSlon erat ejm fepdiret] 
There was no body to Bury hino. This Wortby 
Man was wont in the LefTons he made us in oat 
Noviciate, to prepare us againft the like Accidents 
by Mortificatiorrs: And it Teems that he had foms 
forefight of what befel him. So Good 1 Mandf* 
ferv’d a Better Fate, if a Better might be wiHi'd for, 
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jjian to die in the Funftfens ApoftbKq^. MiCi 
&«!, by; the Hands of thdE lame Nations,"fe^whoi^ 
the Dmno Providence hitd ^fkm him tojlctjnvcrc 

than/ ^ " ' 03*01 

Father was about Years dd;' He had 

not only liv’d an exemplary .Life, inch as ou^ Good 
Fathers do, but had alfo -perform’d alt ihoiUiities 
<£ theiBuployments ho had" in that Order, either 
when be was at home Guardian, Superior^ Infenor, 
and Mafterof the Novices { or abroad wiien he was 
mCmda, where he coniina’d from the Year 1670, 
until his Death. I underiteod feveral times by his 
Difeourfes, that he he was much oblig’d to the Fie/ 
wi»|i,who had maintain'd him a longtime: He 
often talk’d to us about it, to inlpire uSy by his 
&aa^, with Tome Sentiments of Gratitude to¬ 
wards^ our Benefai^tors. I have feen him mov’d 
with Grief, confidering that fo many Nations liv’d 
In ite Ignorance of the Way to Salvation; and he 
Was willing to lofe his Life, to deliver them out 
of ih^r Stupidity. 

The Iroijuefe faid of him, That he had been 
brought to bed, becaufe his Great Belly was become 
flat ^ his frequent Fallings, and the Aufterity of 
his Lfe. 

yilmti can never clear himfelf of his Bafeneis, 
for forlaking Father Gabriel^ under pretence of being 
afraid of the Iroquefe : For though they are a Wild 
Nation, yet they lov’d that Good Old Man, who 
had been often among them: But M. Tonti might 
hear him fome Secret Grudge; becaufe Father Ga-> 
after the Illinois Defeat, feeing that M. Tonti 
had: over-laden the Canow with Beavers-Skins, fo 
*bat iha'e was no room for him, he did throw ma-- 
«y difefe Skins to the Iroquefe, to Ihew them that 
hf wai n6t come into that Country to get Skins or 
^mmodities, 

•' ' Father 





.240 A KewDifcoyery of - 

Father Zemhe had neither Credit nor Courage 
enough to perfuade M. Tonti to ftay a while for thl 
Good Father, who was thus facrific d to fecure fome 
Beavers-SkinS. I do not doubt but the Death of 
that ‘Venerable Old Man was very precious in the 
light of God, and I hope it will produce one time 
or other its Effects, when it (hall pleafe God to fet 
forth his Mercy towards thefe Wild Nations • and 
I do v/ifh it might pleafe him to make ufe of a 
feeble nieans, as I am , - to finirti what I have 
through His Grace, and with Labour, fo happily 
begun. ^ 


CHAP. LXXVI. 

The AuiJoor s Return from his Difeovery, to Quebec; and 
vjhat- hapned at his Arrival at the Convent of Our 
Lady of Angels near that Town. 

C Ount Frontenac , Viceroy of Canada , gave me 
two of his Guards, who underllood very well 
ro manage a Canow, to carry me to Qtuhcc. We 
fet out from Champleins Fort, mention'd above; and 
being near the Town, I landed , and went a-foot 
tr,rough the Lands newly grubb d up, to ourMona- 
Ifery, bidding the Guards co> carry the Canow along 
with' them. 

I would not land at Quebec, becaufe the Bilhop 
had given order to his Vicar-GenCral to receive me 
ill his Epifcopal Palace, that he might have more 
time to enquire r.bout our Great Difeovery: But 
Count Frontenac had exprefly order’d liis Major that 
was in the Town, to prevent that Meeting, and to 
take care that I might tirfl; be t)roughc to our Mo* 
nailery, to confer with Father Valintin de Roux, a 
Man of great Underflanding, and Provlncial-Com- 
miliary cf the Rccoilech Canada. 


There 
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There was then in our Monaftery of Our Lady 
of Angels, but Three Miflionaries with the faid Com- 
milTaryj all the reft were difpers’d up-and-down in 
feveral Millions above a hundred Leagues from 
Quehec. One may eafily imagine that I was wel¬ 
come to our Monaftery,* Father Hilarion Jeunet 
feem’d furpriz’d, and told me with a fniihng Coun¬ 
tenance, Lazare ^eni fmas. Whereupon I ask'd him 
why he did apply to me what had been faid of 
Lazarus? To which he anfwer'd, that two Years 
ago a Mafs of Retjuiem had been fung for me in the 
Monaftery, becaufe feme Savages had given out 
for certain, to a Black Gown, /. e. a Jeluit, That 
the Nation whom the Jroquefe call Hontetiagaha, had 
hung me to a Tree with St. France's Rope,* and 
that two Men who accompanied me, had been alio 
in a very cruel manner put to Death by the fame 
Savages. 

Here I muft confefs. That all Men have their 
Friends and their Enemies. There are fome Men 
who, like the Fire that blackens the Wood it cannot 
bum, muft needs raife Stories againft their Neigh¬ 
bours,* and therefore fome having not been able 
to get me into their Party, fpread abroad this Ru¬ 
mour of my Death, to ftain my Reputation ; and 
rhatNoife had given occafion to feveral DifcouiTes 
h Canada to my Prejudice. However, (for I w'U, 
if it pleafe God, declare my Mind farther upor ^ 
niAtter in another Volume) I ought to acknowledge 
that God has preferv'd me by a fort of Miracle, 
in this great and dangerous Voyage, of which you 
Account in this Volume.- And when I 
jhink on it with attention, I am perfuaded that 
1 rovidence has kept me for publifhing to the World 
the Great Difeoveries I have made in Eleven Years 
time, or thereabouts, that I have liv’d in the IVeJl- 

witf. 
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It muft be obferv’d, That a great many Men 
meddle with Bufinefs that don’t belong to them, 
and will conceive a Jealoufy againft thole that won’t 
conform to their Humour. The Provincial-Com- 
milTary, of whom I have fpoken before, was very 
urgent to have a Copy of the Journal of the Difco- 
very I had made in a Voyage of almott four Yean, 
telling me he would keep it lecret. I took his Word; 
for I tlrouglft, and I think ftill, he was a Man of 
Honour and Probity. Befides, I did confider that 
he could inftruA the Bilhop of Quebec, and Count 
Frofjtenac, with what they had a mind to know of 
this Difeovery, and fatisfy them both, without ex- 
poling my felf. 

For this purpofe were intended all the Care he 
took of me, and all the extraordinary Civilities he 
did lliew me, in entertaining me with aH he could 
get then, and calling me often the Rais'd-agein. 
He defir’d me to return into Eurove, to acquaint the 
Publick with the great Difeoveries I had made, and 
that by this way I Ihould avoid the Jealoufy of thefe 
two Men ; that it was very difficult to pleafe two 
Mailers, whofe Employment and Interefts were fo 
different. 

He had then, before my Return into Europe , all 
the time that was necelTary to Copy out my whole 
Voyage on the River Mefehajipi, which I had un¬ 
dertook againft M. de la Salle's Opinion, who has 
made lince a Voyage from the Illinois to the Gulph 
of Mexico, in the Year 1682. and two Y'ears after , 
me. He had had fome fufpicion I had made that 
\oyage; yet he could not know the Truth of it at 
my Return to Fort Frontenac , becaufe he had then 
undertook a Voyage to the Outouagamis, not know¬ 
ing whether the Savages had murther’d me, as it had 
been given out. 

I follow'd our Commiffary’s Advice, and the Re- 
folution to return into Europe ; but before I fet out, 

I fliew’d 
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I Oicw’d him that it was abfolutely necelTary for 
the Settlement of Colonies in our Difcoveries, and 
make feme progrefs towards the eftablilhing of the 
Gofpel, to keep all thefe feveral Nations in peace, 
even the moft remote, and afiift them againft the 
Mefe , who are their Common Enemies: That 
thefe Barbarians never make a True Peace with thofe 
that they have once beaten, or they hope to over¬ 
come, in fpreading Divifions among them; that the 
common Maxim of the Iroquefe had always been fuch, 
and by this means they had deftroy’d above Two 
Milfions of Souls. 

The Provincial-CommilTary agreed with me up¬ 
on all this, and told me that for the future he Ihould 
give me all the neceflary Inftrudions for that pur- 

will give an Account, if it pleafe God, in my 
Second Volume, of the Ways and Meafures that 
are to be taken for the eftablilhing of the Faith 
among the many Nations of fo different Languages; 
and hew good Colonies might be fetled in thofe 
great Countries, which might be call’d the Delights 
oiArmica, and become one of the greateft Empires 
in the World. 
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To His Majefty 

William III. 


By the Grace of God 


King of Great Britain, 


SIR, 

IS Catholick Majefty, His £- 



Icdtoral Highnefs of Bavaria^ 


^ and the Superiors of my Or¬ 
derhaving given me leave to come in¬ 
to thefe happy Provinces, according to 
Vour Majefty’s dire<5tion, to puWilb 
the Difcoveries I have made in^idw?- 


A 2 


ncai, 
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rica-, and Your Majefty having been 
gracioufly pleafed to accept my firft 
Volume, I make bold to offer You 
alfo this Second Part j wherein I in- 
fert the Travels of a Gentleman whom 
I have accompanied feveral Years, and 
whofc violent Death, by the Hands of 
his own Men, difappointed the great 
Dcfigns he had formed upon the 
Mines of St. Barbe in New Mexico. 
The Obfcrvations I make upon his 
Voyage will fhew unto Pofterity, that 
a Man muft never be ungratefull to 
his Friends, nor revenge himfclf of 
his Enemies, but as much as it con¬ 
cerns the Publick Good, which ought 
always to prevail upon the priydte In- 
tereft. 

This is a Character peculiar to the 
Illuftrious Houfe, of Naffau, who has 
formerly fill'd the Roman Imperial 
Throne, and who is now cloathed in 
Your Majefly’s Perfon with a Royal 
Power over Three great Kingdoms,ahd 
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other large Dominions which form the 
Briti/h Em^)ire. 

All the World agrees, that Nature 
and Grace have happily confpir’d to 
unite in Your Sacred Perfon all the 
Chriftian, Political and Military Vir¬ 
tue of Your Renowned Ance^ors. 
The great Elevation of Your Qenius, 
which has manifeRed it felT by Your 
noble and generous Defigns; Your 
Generofity and Liberality fo worthy 
of Your llluftrious Birth; Your noble 
Inclination to do good to all Men, 
even to Your Enemies themfelves, and 
the unparallell’d Conftancy and great- 
nefs of Soul which You have cxprefs’d 
in the greateft Adverlities, the true 
Touchftone of true Merit, are fo con- 
fpicuous, that every one is convinc’d 
of Your Majefty s Magnanimity, Va¬ 
lour, Jufticc, Equity, Sincerity and 
Piety. 

Your M^*cfty fignaliz’d the Love 
You had for Your own Country, when 
A 3 You 
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You took the Command of the Armies 
of the States General againft a power¬ 
ful! and vidorious Conquerour, whom 
Your Majefty forced to abandon al- 
moft in one Day the Conqueft he had 
made in the united Provinces. All 
the World admir’d Your Valour, and 
more ftill Your unparallelfd Prudence, 
which no body expedted in fucb a de¬ 
gree from a Prince of Three and twen¬ 
ty Years of Age. 

Never Prince was more matter of that 
nice Art of foftening the different Tem¬ 
pers of Nations, managing their diffe¬ 
rent Interett, giving Life to their Re- 
folutions, and therefore no Prince had 
been able hitherto to form and cement 
fuch an Alliance as we fee at this Day 
for the fafety of Europe. Thofe great 
Qualities and incomparable Virtues 
make Your Majetty the Darling of 
Your People and the Terror of Yout 
Enemies, and keep Rebels and Fafti- 
oufmen in awe, when Your Majcft54 

abfcncc 
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abfence out of Your own Kingdoms 
feems to give them a fair Opportuni¬ 
ty to difturb the Tranquility of Great 
Britain: As You afcended the Throne 
without any effufion of Blood, God, 
whcrfe Glory has been always Your 
chicfeft Care, having been pleafed to 
crown with a glorious and unexpe(51:cd 
Succefs, the Equity of Your Intenti¬ 
ons, fo Mercy and Clemency have 
been ever Iince the Bafis of it, not- 
withftanding the many repeated Pro¬ 
vocations of ill-difpof?d Perfons, whole 
Obftinacy deferv’d to be punilh’d. 

The Confederate Princes having 
chetfm Jour Majefty for their Genera¬ 
lise, and given proof in their choice 
b^of the Refpeft and Trull they have 
in Jour Majefty, nothing feems wanting 
to compleat Your Glory but to pro- 
cut? to a fplid and lafting Peace, 
which we hope is near at hand, and 
which will Ihew Your Majefty’s in- 
CQOparable Erudence and Wildom, as 
A 4 the 
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the management of tlie Warhaslliown 
Your Valour and Magnanimity. The 
fo much admir’d Prudence of Cafar, 
and the Valour of Alexander^ come ve¬ 
ry fliort of what Your Majefty has al¬ 
ready exprefs’d, and all impartial Men 
will agree, that Your Majefty has ex¬ 
ceeded the moft famous Heroes men¬ 
tioned in Hiftory; but I muft leave off 
this Subjeeftfor fear of offending Your 
Modefiy,- which is an infeparable Com¬ 
panion of all great Souls. 

I muft beg Your Majefty s Pardon 
for the Liberty I take to complain a 
gainft fome Inhabitants of this City of 
Utrecht, who, though of the fame Re¬ 
ligion as I am, endeavour to render 
me odious, bccaufc, being a francif- 
can, I have dedicated to Your Maje- ^ 
fty two Volumes of the Difeovery I ; 
have made in America. They ought 
to know that I have done nothing 
vbut by Your Majefty’s PermiifioH and 
that of the States, and therefore they 
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have not a due refped: for Ypur Sacred 
Majefty and their High and Mightinef- 
fes- I hope thofe very Perfoos will ac¬ 
knowledge one time or other their 
miflake and the hncerity of my Inten¬ 
tions, which are fuch, that I may con- 
felcntly fay, I propofe nothing to niy 
felf butthe Glory of God, and to find 
out, under Your Majefty s Protedion, 
aPaflageintoCZi/w^* and without 
crofling twice the Line, which the 
Englijh and Dutch have fo often vainly 
attempted, through the Frozen Sea: I 
liope, Sir, through the Afliftance of 
God, and the Favour of Your Majefty, 
tofucceed in myDefign, anddifeover 
it before the end of this Age. 

By thefe means a great many Bar¬ 
barous Nations will be brought to the 
i knowledge of the true God and their 
; Redeemer Jefus Chrift, whichl am fore 
isafufficient motive for Your Majefty 
to give all Incouragement for this Un¬ 
dertaking 5 for being convinc’d of 

Your 
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Your Majefty s Piety, I need not ufc 
, for an Argument the Temporal Ai 
vantages, diat will accrue thereby to 
Your Kingdoms. 

That God be pleafed to blefi Your 
Majefty with all forts of Profperitics, 
Your Undertakings with a glorious 
Succefs, and Your Subjects with an 
everlafting Felicity, is and will always 
be the Prayer of, 

SIR, 

Tour Majefiys moft Humbk 
and mojl Obedient Servant, 

F. Lewis Hennepin, 

Miffmary RecdkH and Notary AfofiolicL 


TH£ 
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I l^eeJ not make a long Preface to this Book^ 
the Suljeli Matter thereof is able to recom- 
mnd it jelf to the perufal of all Inquifitive 
Readers, the IVorldy thd unjujl in moft cafesy 
de hemer Juft ice to travellers., and the Accounts 
. if their Voyage i meety generally fpeakingy with a 
mm favourable Reception than any other Ferfor-^ 
mances. This « a kind of Reward to travellers 
for the unfpeakable Fatigues they have fuffefd 
Biiunthfianding / have not travelled through P(h 
life Rationsy nor feen any wonderfull Educes in 
j the Cmtries I have difcoveredy I have met with 
that Reward • the Defcription of the Cabins of 
^teds and RufheSy which are the Habitations of 
■ ! akve 100 Nations unknown before mCy have been 
® acceptable to Ingenious Readers as the Deferi^ 

\ ptm if their noble Palaces and Temples of Chi- 
‘ other Authors. Defcription of 

Louifttflia was printed feveral timesy and the 

late 
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late Volume I puUijhed has met with fuch a Re^ \ 
ceptioH^ that I may prefume this will have tk \ 
fame fate. And really the Difcovery of 
different Nations unknown hitherto- to the Europ^ 
ans iSy^one would thinky a fit Suhjell to excite (otj 
ends Curiofity. 

1 would therefore break off my ?reface in this . 
placey were I not obliged to anfwer fome falfe Ac- ' 
cujations my Enemies harue raifed againfi me^ ad 
becaufe I am in a Religious Ordery I think fit tt 
begin with inferting two Attefiations or CertificaUi 
of Fathers of my own Order, which will prevent 
fome further Calumnies on that Point. 

I Underwritten certify to have read and exa¬ 
mined a Book entituled, A Defcription oj 
LouifianUy newly difcovered to the South-weji of 
J^ew Francey with an Account of theMannersof 
the Savages of that Country, written by Father 
Hennepin a Recoiled; Preacher, and Apoftolkk 
MiflTionary, and to have found nothing therein 
contrary to Faith or good Manners, but that 
on the contrary, the faid Book contains many 
Refiedions and Remarks, which may be of 
great ufe for the Converfion of the Sava^ 
and the Advantages of the Kingdom. Given 
at our Covent of Recolleds in Paris , 
beri‘^.i6^x. 

F. Cefaree Harveau Lelior in Di¬ 
vinity y Father Provincial m 
'• Cufios of the Recolleds of '^ 

province of St. Denys //f France 

I have 





The PREFACE. 


I Have read a Book entituled, A Defcription 
9f Louifianay newly difcovered to the South- 
mfi of l^ew FrancCy with an Account of the 
; Manners of the Savages of that Country, in 
which I have found nothing but what is con- 
' formable to the Faith, of the Catholick, Apofto- 
1 lick and Roman Church, the Laws of the King- 
‘ dom, and good Manners • and it may be very 
ufefuli towards eftabliftiing the Faith of Jefus 
‘ Chrift in that new World, and extending the 
Empire of our Monarch in that fertile and deli- 
; cious Country. Given at St. Germain en Laye 
in ourCovent of Recoiled 14, i68z. 

F. Innocent Micault Definitor of 
; the Recolle^s of the Province of 

j St» Denys in France, and Gene- 

j ral Commiffioner in the Province 

of Recolleks of St. Anthony m 
Artois. 

1 

j Hiving premifed thefe two Certificates^ I tome 
I nm to anjwer the Qhjekions *my Enemies urge a» 
i giinjl me. 

I I. Howy fay thejy can a Francifcan, and con- 
! fervently a Priefl of the Church of Rome, follictt 
i a Proteflant Prince to fend him to preach the 
i Gofpel unto the Ignorant Nations he has difeove- 
I For is it not more reafonahle to thinks that 
that ' Monarch will rather convert that People to 
his om ReligioKy than fuffer Catholick Mijionaries 
' to 
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to convert them to the Church of Rome ? fnm 
Opinion then ought Men to have of the Religion^ 
Father Hennepin? This is the chief Argument i 
fifed on hy my Enemies to make me odidUs to iinjt 
of my Religion^ or rather to the ignorant pmi 
it • but I may eafily confute that filly Calumnj: 
For in the fir ft place^ His Majefly of Great Bri¬ 
tain has not exailed nor demanded any Promife cf 
mCy when He was pleafed to admit me into Rn 
Service^ that may he dirtily or indiredly contn^ 
ry to my Religion. Thefe Bigots ought hy th 
fame reafon to cenfure the Emperorthe King cj 
Spain, the Ele^ors of the Empire^ and Biflopi 
of Liege, Munfter, who are entred into jt 
ffri^an Alliance with His Majefly of Great Britain, 
and conclude from thence^ that thofe Catholm 
Princes have formed feme Defign againfl theCh 
tholick Religion. But fuppofing that the EngliJi 
convert thofe numerous Nations to their Religion, ] 
and that I contribute femething to it.^ am I for aH | 
that to he blamed t I hope no body will fay fo, i 
unlefs it be thofe morofe Bigots, who think tbit ' 
the ignorant Americans who vcorjhip the Devil, cr 
any other Creature, are nearer to the Kingdom ef 
God than Proteflants who imrjhip the fame Goiai 
we, hope in the fame Redeemer, and are fepara- 
ted from us only upon feme points ^ which Opini¬ 
on I look upon an a Frenzy worthy of myEompaf 
fion, and not of a Reply. But wlJo toldthat 
the Catholick Faith cannot he preached imdet rht 
Pro*eclion of King W t-i 1 i atDy - 'or the States Gent* 
ral r Thofe who-conjure mCy enjoy their Religiof^ 






' ThePREFACE. 

niiier that very Trote^ion, and the Reader will 
find at the latter end of this Volume^ what offers 
tk Englifh made to our RecolleHs in America. 
But let them fay what they pleafe^ I have the Ap- 
prelatm of His Catholkk Majejly^ the EleHor 
r/Bavaria, and the permiffton of the Superiors of 
fny Order, 

1. Some others think that I impofe upon them in 
the Account I give of the courfe of the Mefchafipi,- 
and that it is not pojfthle IJhould have travelled in fo 
fort a time from its Mouth to its Source, to thefe 
I replyj that they are not acquainted with Canous 
made of Bark of trees^ which are fo light that one 
may travel 20,25, and in cafe of need 10 Leagues 
inaDajagaif^ the Stream of a River^ whereas 
ly my Account it does not come to ten in a Day, 
But if one follows the Stream^ as we did from the 
River of the Illinois to the Mouth of the Mefcha- 
fipi, the fwiftnefs is fo great ^ that J am fare we 
fpent twice more than was required, 

3, When wicked and malicious Perfons confpire 
the Ruin of a Man they hate^ or elfe who gives 
them fame umbrage^ they make ufe of all Artk 
fees ; therefore my Enemies being afraid^ that 
thepuhlifhing of my Difeoveries may prejudice their 
loterefl^ they have done their utmofl to diffwade 
the Bookfellers of this City <?/Utrecht from print* 
tngmy Books; infinuating^ that this was but a Re* 
petition of my Defeription of Louifiana publifhed 
Tears agve^ and tranfated^ as ' they fay ^ into 
^fdef; but really this is very impertinent; for my 
wuifiana contains not xq Sheets, and how is it. 

poffhle 
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bofthk that the Ahflrad of it fhould contain jot, 
’Tia true, I repeat feme few things / puUijhed 
then, Becaufe otherwife I had been unintelligihk, 
but niofi cotriinonly / refer the Reader to that 
Book, which certainly I would not have done, if 
this lajl were 'nothing but the Repetition of the. 
former. But I would ask thefe Gentlemen, whe- 
ther they have found in the Defeription of Loui- 
iians, any Account of the Courfe ^^^ff Meichafipi 
from the River of the Illinois into the Gulph of 
Mexico; nor the Account of Mr. de la Salle s utu 
fortunate Travels, with my Additions, and many 
’ether things: And as there is no body fo impio- 
dent to fay they have, they confute themfelves, 
and mufl own, that thefe two Books J have dedi¬ 
cated to His Majefly were not printed before. I 
huv 6 however the Coipfort that they dont accuje 
me to have robb’d others-, the Louifiana was my 
own Worky and I think I may le as free to borrow 
fomething from it in cafe of need^ as others have 

done. • , . 

4. A Learned Man f?as ohfervd in a very ctvtl 
manner^ that J have faid that I have ff^tit a- 
bout 11 Years in my Difeovery, and yet it does 
not appear hy my Account of it that I have been 
fo long; hut he muft ohferve.^ that when J fay 
Eleven Tears^ I reckon from the time that 1 Jet 
out from Flanders, which was juft after the Battel 
of b'eneff, ivhere 1 was in great danger of myjije^ 
to thi fecond Edition of my Defeription of Loui¬ 
fiana, which was in 1688; and therefore Imiiht 
have faid Fourteen Tears inftead of Eleven; for 

Jhdve 
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Ihave teen all that while about ity either in Eii- 
topeor America. 

5. r Some other peevijh Criticks urge^ that when 

J fa) that the Savages ca/I the Sun LoUiS, 

liejigned to flatter the King of France ; hut th:s 
is afoolifh Suggeflion^ and afar feulod Flattery^ 
the name of Louis being common to the King and 
the meanefl of his Stdje^s; there lore I repeat^ 
how that having livd a confiderable time in the 
Family of Aquipaguetin, one of the chief of the 
llTati, and learned their Language^ I w u afjured^ 
that they call the Sun by no other name than Lou¬ 
is, and the Moon Louis Bafetche, that is the Sun 
of the Night. 

6 . Others having no ObjeSlimtomake.,. tells us., 
that I relate nothing extraordinary; hut in the 
name of Wonder, what will this Feople have ^ For 
if the Defer iption of ^ or ^ Lakes, or rather Fiejh- 
water Seas, fome of which are in cirafit 4, 5 and 
706 Leagues, upon which we failed with a Ship 
of 6 otuns for ^00 Leagues toiether, to the great 
amazement of the Savages, who had never feen 
the like, nor heard the noife of Camion : If the 
Defer iption of the fall of Njgara, which is one of 
the moft fur prizing things in the World, the Wa¬ 
ter falling from above 700 Foot high: If the 
Difiovery of voo different Nations unknown he- 
fore, and of whom no Traveller had made menti¬ 
on ‘ if ail the/e things. I fay. with the L'eferipti- 
on of that delicious Country, does not feem ex¬ 
traordinary:, I don t know what will feem f ueb to 
tltffe Gentlemen. I relate what I have jte.n, and 

a really 
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pofihle that the Ahflraa of it fhould contain jo;, 
Ti5 true^ I repeat feme few things I puhlijhed 
then, Becatife otherwife / had Been uninteUigilk, 
But nioft cofrimnly I refer the Reader to that 
Book, which certainly I would not have done, if 
this laft were ^nothing But the Repetition of the. 
former. But / would ask thefe Gentlemen, whe- 
ther they have found in the Defeription of Loui- 
fiana, any Account of theCourfe ^^^ffMefchafipi 
from the River of the Illinois into the Gulph of 
Mexico ; nor the Account of Mr, de la Salle s un* 
fortunate travels, with my Additions, and many 
other things: And as there is no Body fo impu¬ 
dent to fay they have, they confute themfelves, 
and mufl own, that thefe two Books I have dedi¬ 
cated to His Majefly were not printed Before, / 
have however the Comfort that they dont accufe 
me to have roBB^d others^ the Louifiana was my 
own Work, and I think I may Be as free to Borrow 
fomething from it in cafe of need, as others have 
done. 

4. A Learned Man f?as oBfervd in a very civil 
manner, that I have faid that I have fpent z.- 
bout II Years in my Difeovery, and yet it does 
not appear By my Account of it that I have Been 
fo long ; But he mufl oBferve, that when J fa]f 
Eleven Tears, I reckon from the time that 1 Jet 
out from Flanders, which was juft after .the Battel 
of SenefF, where 1 was in great danger of my life, 
to thi fecond Editibn of my Defeription of Loui- 
fiana, which was in 1688; and therefore J might 
have [aid Fourteen Tears injlead of Eleven ^ for 

Jhdve 
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I have been all that while about it^ either in Eii* 

Xo^eor America. 

ly^Some other peevifl) Criticks urge^ that when 
I [ay that the Savages call the Sun LoUiS, 

IdefigneJ to flatter the King of France; hut th:s 
is afooli[h Suggeflion^ and afar fetcUd Flattery^ 
the name of Louis being common to the King and 
the meanefl of his Sub jells; therefore 1 repeat^ 
how that having liv d a confiderable time in the 
family of Aquipaguetin, one of the chief of the 
Iffati, and learned their Language^ I wu afjured^ 
that they call the Sun by no other name than Lou¬ 
is, and the Moon Louis Bafetche, that is the Sun 
of the Night. 

6 . Others having no Objellionto make.,, tells us^ 
That I relate nothing extraordinary ; but in the 
name of Wonder.^ what will this Feople have ^ For 
if the Defer iption of ^ or ^ Lakes., or rather Fi ejh’ 
water Seas^ feme of which ar e in circ^iit 4, 5 and 
706 Leagues.^ upon which we failed with a Ship 
of 6 oTuns for ^OQLeagues to'^ether., to the great 
amazement of the Savages., who had never feen 
the like, nor heard the noife of Cannon : If the 
Defeription of the jail of Nigara, which is one of 
themofi fur prizing things in the World, the Wa¬ 
ter falling from above 700 Foot high: If the 
Difeovery of 200 different Nations unknown be¬ 
fore, and of whom no Traveller had made menti¬ 
on \ if all thefe things. I fay. with the Deferipti- 
on cf that delicious Country, does not jeem ex¬ 
traordinary:, I don't know ivhat will jeem fuch to 
thvfeCent/emen. I relate what I have jee.i, and 
a really 
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really I lie inder no temptation to forge any 
prizing Difcovery to recommend my Eook^ the real 
things I have chfervd being worthy of the Confi- 
deration of all ingenious Men, 

7. Such who have not travelled^ nor read many 
Accounts of Voyages^ are very apt to hlame what 
they dont underfland^ and therefore laugh when 
one tells them of a new discovered Country 
larger than Europe, for they fancy there c.n he 
no fuch thing; and when they talk Canada, they 
talk cf it as if it were no larger than a Principals 
ty in Germany; hut Men of Parts and Reading 
are of another Opinion: I have demonflrated that 
Canada is alout 700 Leagues long^ and that the 
Coaft of the River St, h^uxtwQQyWhich I have fur- 
veyd from its Mouth to the great Lake from 
which it fprings is near 800 Leagues long, / 
fay the fame thing of the incomparable River 
■ Mefcb-afipi, which is larger and bigger than the 
former ; and to fhew the probability of the things 
1 have fet down in the general Map of - my Difco~ 
very the Ccurfe of the Ri ver of the Amazons, in 
' the Southern Amcj^ica, ivhich is efteemed much the 
fame, though in my Opinion the MelchaOpi and 
the River St, Laurence have a longer Courje, 
From the Courfe of thefe Rivers, and the Extent 
of the Lakes, 1 conclude that the Continent 1 
have difeovered is larger than Europe, which 
might in time form one of the greatefi Empires in 
the World. 

I intend to deferibe in this Folume thofe Coun¬ 
tries, to treat of the nature of their Soil, anet of 

the 
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the Cuftoms^ ManxerSy and Genius of tke Inhabit 
tants; and what fort of Trades may be fettled 
in thofe Parts ; therefore I thought fit to add an 
Ahjlratl of the Voyage Mr. de la Salle made thi¬ 
ther after me. The whole is divided into ChapterSy 
according to the Method I followed in the Firft 
Tart. 

I defign the latter end of my Book to treat of 
the few Converfians our Mifiionaries have wrought 
in Canada, notwithjlanding their 2 .eal and inde¬ 
fatigable Lab ours y ivhich ought to make us thank- 
full towards Gody who out of his infinite kindnefs 
b.u been pleafed to blefs us with his KnowledgOy 
wbilft fo many thoufands of our fellow Creatures 
are wholly left to themfelveSy without any Know¬ 
ledge of God, I am however fully convincedy that 
the Savages inhabiting the Banks of the Mefcha- 
fipi will be more fucceptible and capable of em¬ 
bracing our Holy Religiony becaufe they are not 
fo fierce y than the Savages of North, who are 
commonly Cruel and Olflinate. 

fo make this Volume more ufefully I have 
made fome Refleflions on Mr, de la Salle'j laji 
PoyagCy becaufe I was better acquainted with thofe 
vajl Countries than Father Chrillian le Clercqz, 
Definitor of our Recoilefis of the Province of Artois, 
who has puhlifhed an Account of it. / have a great 
e(leemfor that Fathety and was always his Friendy 
and mufl own, that he has given a good Account of 
Canada a/?^Girpefia j but at the jame time Imujl 
fajy that the Account he gives of the Inhabitants 

Louifiaiia and about the iVie'cliaiipi is not to 
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he relyd upon, for he never iv.is within 1200 
Leagues of that Country. Gaipee in Accadia, 
and C^^ebec, the neareft places where he b :f heen^ 
being above that diflance. "Tis true, the Diary 
of my D/fcovery, of which I gave a Copy to Fa- 
ther Valentin “le Roux , as I have ohferved in 
my firft Volume, was communicated unto him, as 
alfo fame Memoirs of Father Zenobe Mambre, 
who remained among the Illinois’, while J was 
fent to difcover the Courfe of the Mefchalipi; 
and fo far Father Je Clercqz is rights but his Ad¬ 
ditions are not of the fame Coyn. I do not won¬ 
der that he Jhould commend) fo much Father 
Mambre, who was his own Coufin, and a very good 
Man lefides. We travelled together as far as 
Fort Crevecmur mentioned in my firft Volume, 
where I left him among the Illinois, and have 
been always good Friends. After his return from 
America he came to fee me in our Covent of 
Chateau Cambrefis, and told me, he was going 
again into America with Mr. de la sSalle, and 
that he expeded he flrndd have an Opportunity 
to make more exact Ohfervations on the Mefchafi- 
pithan thofe /bad done in the Tear i68o, becaufe 
Mr. de la Salle defgncd to undertake that V9)age 
ivith fuch a numher of Men cis to fear nothing from 
the Infults of the Savages. But if J do not blame 
Father le Clercqz for the honourable mention he 
makes of his Relation, 1 think every body wul con¬ 
demn him for his concealing the name of the Author 
he has tranferihd, and thereby attributing to 
himfelf the glory of my perilous Voyage. This 
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fi^ct of Injuflke is common enough in this Age, 

Mr. de Ja Salle undertook to. go down the 
Mefchafipi from the River of the Illinois in the 
Tear i 6 %x^jhat iSy two Tears after me^ which 
wis the fcMe and caufe of his dnimojitj againfl 
wr, and of the rigorous Orders they obtained from 
the Court of France, to command me to depart 
the Dominions of the French King^ upon pretence 
that I was a Subject of the King of Spain, I have 
mentioned in my Preface to my fir ft Volume. This 
Order, as I may prefume to fay fo, was as con^ 
trary to the Rule of Juft ice, as of Politicks, for 
they might very well fore fee that I fhould acquaint 
fome perfon or other with my Difcoveries, and 
crofs thereby their Deftgns. 

From thefe Obfervations it is plain, that as I 
ms the firft European who difcovered the Courfe 
of the Mefchafipi, and the delicious Country a- 
bout it‘ Jo all others have jeen nothing but what 
I had feen before, and have related nothing ma- 
ttrial, but what they have abjlratled out of the 
Copy of the Journal of my Voyage which I gave to 
Father Valentin le Roux, and was by him com¬ 
municated to Father Hyacinth ie Fevre. 

Mr. de la Salle had begun a Settlement in the 
/) 4 W^/Montreal i;; Canada, w^/C/6/r ly Leagues 
about, and this fmall Colony is fo much improv'd 
as to he now a great and populous Village. 1 hey 
call it China, becaufe while Mr* de la Salle lived 
there, and began the Settlement, he fpoke very 
often of the Mines of Barbe, and Jaid, that 
as foon as he had taken thofe Mines, he would go 
a 3 ■ into 
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into China and Japan without crojfmg the Linty 
and to that end^ find a Pajfage into the South- 
Sea. This was the chief SuhjeEi of our Conver* 
fations, and as the Difcoveries / hay^ made can¬ 
not he far jrom the Pacifick Sea, I fiont quefli- 
on hut Mr.dQ ia Salle, whofe great Courage was 
proof againfl all Difficulties and Misfortunes^ 
would have fucceeded in his Defign, 

Thofe who are skilled in Geography have long 
agoe /ufpe^ed that Japan is contiguous to the 
Lands of Northern America; and the Learned 
Grrevius, Jo well known in the Commonwealth of 
Learning, having carefully examined our Difcove- 
ry^ was pleafed to tell me very lately in a meeting 
of Vertuofi, tn this City f?/Utrecht, That he was 
of my Opinion^ and did not think that Japan was 
an Ifland ^ as it is commonly faid ^ hut that it 
joyns with the large Country I had difcove^ 
red. 

1 have made ufe of a proof in my lafl Volume^ 
Chapter ^7, which I crave leave to repeat in this 
place^ hecaufe it is a Matter of Fafl : While / 
was amongH the Iflati ^aWNadoueflans there came 
an Emhaffy of Savages from a very remote Idati* 
on to the Weil ward. / was in the Cabin when my 
Fofter Father Aquipaguetin Qfor he had adopted 
me h s SonJ gave them Audience , and having 
ask^d them fome Queflions by an Interpreter^ they 
told me that they came from a remote Country to 
the VVeflward, that they had marched 3 Moons^ 
(^that is., Months') without meeting with any 
that is in their meaning, the Seas ; which certain- 





The PREFACE. 

ly could not le true, was there any fuch a thing aS 
the Streight of Agnian fet down in moji of oar 
Mapps. 

The Englifli and Dutch have in vain attempt¬ 
ed to find out a Pajfage to China and Japan 
through the Frozen-Sea, hut if they are plea fed 
to fend we about it^ I am confident that 1 fhafl 
fnd fome great River running into the f acifick- 
Sea, thereby^ and by meant of the Mefchafipi, 
it void be eafie to trade and have Communication 
with China and Japan without crofiing twice the 
Line: and lofing abundance of Men, 

lam fo fully convinced of what I fay^ that 1 am 
miling to return into America to fhew the Way 
wtte others ; fome will blame me for this rafh 
Vnde:rtaking^ hut why fhould I have lefs 2 ,eal jor 
the Service of God than thofe Pious Recolleth 
who ventured into the Kingdom ef Voxu in the 
Eaftern part of Japan, and converted'the King 
thereof to the Knowledge of God, That Prince 
ms fi Zealous for the true Religion,^ that he burnt 
800 Idolsy and fent an Amhaffador into Europe 
with a Retinue of \oo Gentlemen, they embarked 
O^bber i8.161 and arrived in Spain Noverri- 
ber 10.1614, heingcondufledby Fatherlxvcis So- 
te!lo ^ Recollefl^ who prefented the jaid Amhaf 
dor to his Catholick Majefly,, and after . s'.ds to 
theVope,^ whom he affured^ that the King his Ma- 
fler and moft of his Subjefls had renounced she r 
Idolatry and embraced the Chrijiian Religion. The 
Reader will forgive me if I relate two or three 
things more for the Honour of my Order, The 
a 4 Francilcans 
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Francifccins voere the firfl who accompanied Chri^ 
{lopher Columbus into his newly difcovered Cotm^ 
try, and had the Honour to preach firft of all the 
Knowledge of God to the Indians, the Conquefi 
of the Spaniards arrived to the highefl pitch h 
the tears 1540 W 1541, and yet no other Re- 
ligictis Order had been employed to bring thofe loji 
Sheep into the,Flock of the Lord^qnd they alone had 
converted a great part of the Subjects of the King 
of Japan unto the Chriftian Faith: So that having 
thofe great Models before me^ I may fay^ that I 
long to make an end of my Difcevery. 

"that fhort pafjage into China, would, 1 think^ 
prove as advantageous to Edrope, as any Difeovery 
that has been yet made; and this is another great 
F.ncouragement for me, for what greater fatis- 
frdlio t can a rational Being propoje to hinfelf 
than to do good to Mankind^ and find out fomething 
ufefull to hu Country > Having therefore aK Pow¬ 
er and Patents neceffary for my Miffion, I am rea¬ 
dy for that great Foyage, and I hope, through the 
Grace of God to be Me to go through that Dif 
covery, and thereby convince the World of the E- 
quity of my Intentions. 

The Reader may obferve, that the Settlement 
that fhall be made in that Country will abjolutel) 
be managed by Laicks, and that fuppofing the 
Francifeans jhould be employ d qqo Tears about 
the Converfion of the Natives, they jhould not 
have there an inch of Land to themfelves, it being 
againfl ihe Laws of their Order; whereas in fom 
other Countries , where another Order has got a 
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f0oti% Mafters now of the temporal as 

well as the Spiritual^ the he[l Lord [hips and Man¬ 
ners lelon^ing to them. How they have difchar¬ 
ged their Spiritual FunHion , I dont know, hut 
fure lam, they have taken a great care of their Tem¬ 
poral Intereft, as I intend to Jhew in a third Vo¬ 
lume, which 1 fhaU pullijh in this Utrecht, 
if it is thought convenient. 

Jfhould have a fair opportunity to avenge my 
[elfin this Preface of certain Perfons of this very 
town, who have afper fed me with the utmofi 
Malice, and kept for their own ufe the Money^ / 
had received from his MajeJlj of Great Britain, 
and which / advanc d to them for my ^Suhjiftence. 
this is a very foul Aliion, and worthy to he puh- 
lickly taken notice of; hut my Religion teaching 
me to forgive my Enemies, I follow that Precept^ 
and do heartily forgive them.] 
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Chap. i. 


A» Account of M. de Ja Sailed VnJertaking to Jifco- 
wr the River ij the Gulph Mexi¬ 

co, and his efiallijhfng a fmaa Colony at the 
Bay of St. Lewis. 


R Eafoti ought to rule Men in all cafes, and 
whenever they think themfelves wrong'd 
by others, they ought, as Chriftians, toi^ 
D • rather to their Pre-occupation or 

^ejudices, than to their Malice ; and this Maximl 
propofe to my fe f as ray .rule, as the Readers will 
obferve in the following Narration. 

I liv'd near three Years tt^ether asMillionary with 
Mr.^rt C^elier JelaSaUe at Fort KataroLm ot 
rmtow, whereof he was Governor and Proprie¬ 
tor i and durmg thattime, we read together the Voy- 
^ ages 
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ages of John Pontius de Leon, Pamphj/lip Narvaez 
Chn(iopber Columbus, Ferdinand Sot Oy and feveral other 
Travellers, the better to fit and prepare our felves 
for the great Difcovery we intended to make. M. de 
la Salles was a fit Man tor the greateft Undertakings, 
and may be juftly rank’d amongft the moftTamous 
Travellers that ever were, as it will appear to whom- 
fbever will confider that he fpent his own Eftate a- 
bout the greateft, moft important, and moft perillous 
Difcovery that has been yet made; which he under¬ 
took with a handfull of Men, whom he prelerv’d from 
the numerous Nations he di/fcover’d, amongft whom 
all other Travellers, except Columbus ^ perifh’d with¬ 
out reaping any advantage from their Encerprizes, 
which however coft them above looooo Men * fothat 
upon the whole.l may boldly conclude,that no body, 
before M. de la Salle and I, undertook fo dangerous an < 
Expedition with fo few Men. 

Our defign was to endeavour to find out, if pofli* 
ble, a Paflage from the Northern to the South Sea 
without croffing the Line, which a great many have 
hitherto fought in vain. The River Mefchafipi does 
not indeed ruji that way,but However MJe laSaikm 
in hopes to difcover by the means of the Mefcbaf% 
Ibme other River running into the South Sea»: apd 
knowing his great Courage and Ability, I don’t que- 
ftion but he would have fucceeded, had Goi beefr 
pleafed to preferve his Life. As that unfoiyiiioa^ 
Gentleman was about it, he was murther d ; agtf ’i 
the divine Providence hasfpard me, ’cisit feei#,tbit. 
I may acquaint the World with a [fhorc way to go 
to China and japan, which I hope fnay 1^ dob? by 
means of my Difcoverics: Therefore if his 
of Great Britain, or the States General arc willing to 
fend any body to find out that fb much talk’d otPaf- 
fage, and that Imay acconipany them, lamtnotally 

fure that by the Grace of God>we (hall fucceed bcfpi^ 
the end of this Age, 
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The Country of the llllmUy and other neighbou¬ 
ring Nations,being the Center ofour Difcovery, M de 
la SalUs defignM to fettle there a Colony ; and there¬ 
fore any Prince or State, who will purfue fo generous 
a Defign, muft follow the fanie method, arid build 
Forts from Place to Place, to have an uninterrupted 
Communication, and keep in awe the Inhabitant^ of 
thefe vaft Countries. The firft thing W.dela Salle did 
in order thereto, was to endeavour to find out by Sea 
the Mouth of the Mefchafipi^ which difcharges it fclf 
into the Gulph of Mexico, as it has been faid in my 
firft Volume, to fettle there a Colony, and build a 
good Fort to be as his Magazine, and ferve as a re¬ 
treat both by Sea and L^nd in cafe'of any mi (hap. 
He made his Propofals to the French King’s Council; 
which were perus'd and approv'd by Monfieur de 
Seignelay Secretary and Minifter of .State, and Inten- 
dent General of the Commerce and Navigation of 
France^ hismoft Chriftian Majefty approved like wife 
his Defign, gave him all neceflary Authority, and 
fupply’d him with Ships, Men and Money. 

M. de la Salle having obtain'd what he defirMifrom 
the King, thought of chufing able Mifflonaries to con¬ 
vert thofe barbarous and wild Nations unto the Chri¬ 
ftian Religion, and refolv’d to ufe two different Or¬ 
ders; but as this choice was a nice and difficult thing, 
be apply’d himfelf to Monfieur tronfon Superiour of 
the Seminary of St. Sulpicuts at Paris, who appointed 
three Men of great Vertue, Zeal and Capacity to at¬ 
tend yiJe la Salk as Mifiionaries; thefe were M Caye- 
Iter Brother to tdi.de la Salles^ Cbefdeville a Relation 
of his, and M. Majulle,PncRsm the faid Seminary. 

1 had attended M. de la Salle near twelve Years in 
the Difcovery of Louifiana, and Father Zembe, and 
Gabriil de la Rihourde and my felf bad like wife accom¬ 
panied him into the Country of. the JU'mois, where 
Qakrifl was mgrthered by the Savages, therefore 
B 2 M. 
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'M. la Salle refol ved to have fbme ReculleBs to endea* 
vour to eftablifh the Knowledge of God inthofe vaft 
Countries, and to that end applied himfelf to Father 
Hyacinih le Fevre^ who was then for a fecond time 
Frovmcial CommiJJary of the Province of St. Denyi in 
France^ who granted him the Miffionaries be de¬ 
manded, ^ix,. Father iLenobe Mamhri of Bapawne as 
Superiour, Father Maxime le Clerc of Lille in Flanders, 
Anaflafe Lhuay of ^^efnoy in Hatnault, and Denys 
Morejuet of Arras, all RecolleBs of the Province of 
St. Anthony in Artois, The firft, as I have faid, had 
been as far as the Illinois with M. de la Salle, and I to¬ 
ward the latter end of the Year 1679. And the begin¬ 
ning of the following, and two Years after, xfix, 16S1 
he went withM de la Salle to the Mouth of the Mef- 
chafipi in the Gulph of Mexico, about two Years after 
my Difcovery. The lecond Father had been five 
Years Miffionary in Canada, and had performed the 
Funiftions of his Miniftry with great Diligence and 
muchEdification,erpecially in the Miffion of the Seven 
IJlands and Anticofti. Father Douay, who is now Vi¬ 
car of the RecolleBs of Cambray, had never been in A* 
merica, no more than' Father Denys, who fell fo fick 
three days after he went on board, that he was forced 
to go a-fliore and return into his Province. 

The Provincial of the Order acquainted with this 
Miffion the Congregation de propaganda fide, to obcak) 
the Power and Authority neceflary for that Enter- 
prize, who lent a Decree according to the ufual Form; 
and Pope Innocent XI. added a Brief thereunto, con¬ 
taining feveral Powers and Commiffions in ;6 Ar¬ 
ticles , that are ufually granted to Miffionaries going, 
into remote Countries, where they cannot referr cer¬ 
tain Cafes to Bifliops. The Bifliop’of ,^bec opposed 
it with all his Intereft, but Cardinal d*Etreet fhew’d, 
that his Oppofition was unrealbnable,feeingtheCoiin- 
try where thefe Miffionaries were to preach th# 
^ Gofpel 
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Gofpel, was looo Leagues diftant from ^ekci 

The advantages they expelled in France from our 
Difcovery were fo great, that feveral young Gentle¬ 
men offer’d thcmfelves to accompany M. de la Salle 
as Volunteers, tho’ they knew him only by the cha- 
raifter I had given of him in my. Defcription of Loui- 
fiana^ which 1 publifhM after my return into France, 
This alfb gain’d him the cfteem of Monfieur Seigmlay^ 
which was very advantageous to him. That A 4 ini- 
fter font for me feveral times to difcourfc with him a« 
bout the circumftances of our Difcovery, which I told 
him fincerely, concealing only my Difcovery of the 
Courfe of the Mefchafipi from the River of the Illinois 
tothc6ulphof Mexico, out of pure, kindnefsfor M. 
dela Salle, who thereby recommended himfelf totfie 
favour of the late Prince of Conti and Monfieur Seig- 
nelaj. 

All things being thus favourably difpofed, M. de la 
Salle chofe twelve Gentlemen, who appear’d to him 
vigorous, and like to bear the Fatigues of that Voyage, 
and amongfi them, he took twoof hisown Nephet^s, 
viz,, Mr. Moranger and Mr. Cavelier, tho’ this laft was 
but fourteen Years of Age. One Mertin, Son to a 
rich Merchant of Rocbel, went alfb with him. I n 
the mean time, they fitted out in that Harbour his 
fmall Fleet, which confifted of four Ships, viz,, the 
Toby, one of the King’s Men of War; the Handfom, 
a fmall Frigot; a Fly-Boat, call’d I'Aimahle, and a 
Ketch, calfd St. Francis. The Man of War was 
commanded by Monfieur de Beaujeu, a Gentleman of 
Normandy, with whom I have had feveral Converfa- 
iioni fince his return, at Dunkirk. This Officer is 
known by his great Services and long Experience, as 
well as his Lieutenant, the Chevalier de Here, who is 
now Captain of a Man of War. The Enfign was 
called Hamel, aGentlcmanof ofa ftrong 

^|)d vigorous Cinfticution. It were to be wifhed that 

83 «h« 
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the Crew of the Ships, as well as the Soldiers, had an- 
fwered the Charafter of the Officers; but while M. 
4 ela Salle was at Court, thofe whom he employed to 
make his Levies, lifted about 150 poor Beggars, de¬ 
formed, lame, and unfit for the hard Services they 
Were defignM for: He had alfo defir’d them to engage 
Men of feveral Profejlions, as Blackfiniths, Carpen^ 
ters, Joyners, Mafons, and the like; but when he 
came to try them, he found they were dull anc^ ig¬ 
norant Creatures, fo tfiac he was forced to find out 
new Soldiers and Workmen, which took up much of 
his time. About ten Families of the Neighbourhood 
of Rochel offer'd themfelves to go with him to fettle i 
Colony, which he accepted, and advancM them 
Money to buy what v/as thought moft necelfary for 
their Eftabliftiment. 

His Preparations being fiaifhed, the Fleet failed 
yuly 24, 1684 from Rochelj but a violent Storm ob¬ 
lig'd them to come back, and they continued in, the 
Road till Auguj'l- 5, that they faiPd for St Dcnikigo, 
They n-et with another Storm oif the Sepumhtr^ 
which feparated the Fleet; the Fly-bo'at remain’d 
alone with the Frigat, and arrivM together at Petih 
Guavesy Where they found the Tchy^ and beard tha! 
i\\Q St,Fra 72 cis, on board which were their Merchan¬ 
dizes, was arriv’d av Port Je Paix. The bad Wea¬ 
ther being over, the Ketch failed for Pefit^Guaves, 
the Rendezvous of the Fleet,but was unhappily taken 
in her way by the Spamjh Croifers. 

I remember that in our Converfations at Fort Fron- 
MJe la Sal/etold me feveral times,tha^hewould 
die fatisfied and contented, could he but make himfelf ^ 
Mafter of the Mine of St. Barhe in I gave 

him no anfwer at firft, but feeing that he repeated it 
foo often, tho* I knew I was a Subject of the King of 
Spain, I j^ould not forbear to exprefs my Affedion 
/or my Idwfull Sovereign, and told him, that tho’ 1 
.y - r .i ' : > . . . was 
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was with him 1 had not forgot my Native Country 
concluding my anfwer with thcfc words, l^inch amor 
This was perhaps the firft caufe of all the hard- 
(hips and injnflices I have fulFcr^d fince that time, and 
which I might therefore have avoided, had I been ca¬ 
pable of dillembllng, as the Generality of Mankind 
do. But to return to M. la Salles, the lols of the 
Ketch was of a fatal conicquence to him, not fomuch 
for the value of the Merchandizes, but becaufe the 
Spaniards had notice oi his defigns againft their Mines. 

M, la Salles was hardly recovered of a dangerous 
Diftemper, when thofe unhappy Tydings were 
brought to him, and was like to relapfeupon that oc- 
cafion ; but the reft of his company being not as coii- 
ragious as he, were quite dif fpirited, and negle-ited to 
keep the Soldiers under a fevere Difcipline, who gi¬ 
ving up themfelves to theLewdnds andDiflToIutenels, 
fo common in chofe Iflands, contraded fucH Diflem- 
pers that a great many died before they left 
GaaveSf and the other continued fickly all their Life. 
As foonas M. la Salles was able to walk abroad, he 
made his Preparations for leaving the Iflahd, and by 
the afliftance of Monfieur de Ss. Laurence Governour 
General of the French Iflands, and Mqnfleur Bejron^ 
Intendent of the (ame; he put his Fleet in a condici' 
oDtofnil from thence, 25, 1684, having ta¬ 

ken on board all forts of Refrefhments, a great quan¬ 
tity of Indian Corn, and of all forts of tame Beafls to 
ftock the new Country they were going to inhabit. 

They faii^dalong the Ifl«nds oICaimano\^x\di touch’d 
at the ifland of Veacefov frefh Water,and from thence 
fail’d to St. Anthony in the Ifland of Cuha^ where they 
anchor’d. The Sweetnefs and Situation of that place 
intrited them to land, and they found a good Score 
of Refrefhments,. and Uven fome Wind which the 
Spaniards had left in that place, having fun away with 
Jpo grwt a Precipitation. They continued there two 
.94 days 
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days, and then fail’d, fleering towards theGuIphof 
Mexico, 

M. Je la Salle was a very underftanding Man, and 
hardly to be impos’d upon, yet he was deceiv’d by 
fome Men of St. Domingo^ and it was by their advice 
that he fleer’d a wrong Courfe. They had told him 
that the Northern Winds were very dangerous at 
the entrance of the Gulph, and this fear oblig’d him 
to return thence upon the Coafl of Cuba ; but at laft 
he overcame all Difficulties, and got into the Gulph, 
January i. 1685. and defcry’d a Fortnight after the 
Coafl of Florida, where they were furpriz’d by a 
ftrong Wind, which parted the Fleet, the Toby keep¬ 
ing off from the Coafl, and the Frigat and the Fly¬ 
boat as near the Land as poffible: they had told him 
alfb, that the Current of the Gulph runs with a great 
Rapidity towards the Channel of Bahama, but he 
found himfelf miflaken, and lofl thereby his Coorfe, 
for thinking he was too far to the North, he fail’d 
by the Bay of Spirito Savto, and over (hot the Mouth 
of the Mefckajipi. They were undeceived by the 
Q)aft of the Gulph, which bends in that place to the 
Southward ,and having taken theElevation of the Pole, 
they found they were within 50 Leagues of the Mtf~ 
ebajipi. The three Ships joyned again about the mid¬ 
dle of February it) the Bay di Spirit 0 Santo, where it 
was agreed to alter their Courfe; and about 10 Leagues 
off they found a large Bay,which they called St. Lewis. 
The Provifions growing fcarce, the Soldiers were fent 
a-fliore, and M. de laSaUe founded the Bay, which he 
found deep, and the bottom a good Anchorage, fo 
that theFrigatgot in happily on the 18th. TheChan- 
nel is very deep, but fome what narrow, and there is 
a Sand at the Mouth of it: M.de la Salle took that Bay 
for the right Arm of the Mefebafipty and indeed there 
^as much likelihood of it. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. If. 



Aii Account of feveral Misfortunes that hefell M. 
de la Salle at the Bay of St. Lewis. 

M LaSalUs had exprefily forbid theCaptain of the 
• Fly»boat to attempt to come into the Bay, 
without having on board the Pilot of the Frigat, who 
was an experienc'd Man; and for a greater fecurity 
he had commanded him to unlade his Guns into the 
Pinnace to make hjs Ship the lighter; yet that Brute 
negleifted thole Orders and Advice, and without ta¬ 
king any notice of the Marks or Poles they had pla¬ 
ced on the Sands to fliew him the Channel, and the 
Advice of the Seamen, he fail’d his Ship at random, 
and ran her agaioft a Sand where (he remain’d : MJe 
Ja Salle was a-fhore, and fearing the fate of his Ship, 
was going on board to lave her, but was prevented by 
about 110 Savages who came to attack him: He put 
his Men in a pofture of defence, but the noife alone 
ofthe Drums put the Savages to flight; M. Je la Salle 
follow’d them and prefented them thef Calumet 
of Peace, which they accepted, and came along with 
him to bis Camp, where he enter rain’d them, and 
lent them back with fbme Prefents ; they were fo 
pleas’d, that they brought feme Provifions the next 
day, and made Alliance with M. dt la SalUy whereby 
they engag’d therafelvesto fupply him with fomePy- 
rogues or wooden Canou’s: That Alliance would 
likely have prov’dvery advantageous to MJe la Salle ^ 
had not an unforefeen Accident broke that good In¬ 
telligence. 

As they were unlading the Fly boat which had 
«nick upon the Sand to endeavour to get her off, a 
Packof Blanks?* fell into the Sea, which the Waves 

drove 
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Account oj feveral Misfortunes that iefell M, 
de la Salle at the Bay of St. Lewis. 

M LaSalles had expreftly forbid theCaptain of the ^ ' 
• F]y*boat to attempt to come into the Bay, 
without having on board the Pilot of the Frigat, who 
was an experienc’d Man; and for a greater lecurity 
he had commanded him to unlade his Guns into the 
Pinnace to make his Ship the lighter; yet that Brute 
neglcdted thofe Orders and Advice, and without ta¬ 
king any notice of the Marks or Poles they had pla¬ 
ced on the Sands to fhew him the Channel, and the 
Advice of the Seamen, he fail’d his Ship at random, 
and ran her againft a Sand where flie remain’d : MJe 
U Salle was a-fhore, and fearing the fate of his Ship, 
was going on board to fave her, but was prevented by 
about fio Savages who came to attack him: He put 
his Men in a pofture of defence, but the noife alone 
ofthe Drums put the Savages to flight: M. de U Salle 
follow'd them and prefented them the^ Calumet 
of Peace, which they accepted, and came along with 
him to his Camp, where he entertain’d them, and 
fent them back with fome Prefents ; they were fo 
pleas'd, that they brought Ibme Provifions the next 
day, and made Alliance with M. de la Salle, whereby 
they engag’d therafelves to fupply him with fbmePy- 
rogues or wooden Canou’s: That Alliance would 
likely have prov’dvery advantageous to M.de la Salle, 
had not an unforefeen Accident broke that good In¬ 
telligence. 

As they were unlading the Fly boat whfeh had 
«nick upon the Sand to endeavour to get her off, a 
Pack of Blankets fell into the Sea, which the Waves 

drove 
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drove upon the fhore: The Savages found it, and 
M,de la Salle having notice thereof,(ent to demand it o| 
them in a very civil manner. They (hewM fomeRt 
ludtancy, whereupon the Officer inftead of adling 
the prudent part, threatnedto kill them, unlefstbey 
reftor’d it immediately. They were fo frighted and 
incensM againft them, that they refolv'd to be a. 
\eng*d of that Affront; and in order thereto, got to^ 
ther in the Night time between the 6 and 7 of Mmi, 
and marchM tofurprize the French Camj). They ad¬ 
vanced as near as they would, the Sentry being afleep, 
and made a difeharge of their Arrows which killed 4 
Gentlemen Officers and Volunteers, and wounded 
M.Moranger and another Volunteer. The Irmb 
ran to their Arms, and fired upon the Savages, who 
run away tho^ none was wounded: they found the 
next day two of iaSalles Men whom they tiWr- 
thcred as they were fleeping. 

In the mean time they unladed the Fly-boat, which 
was too far funk to be got off, and feved moft ofdw 
Goods, and as they were endeavouring to fav« the 
reft, (he was daffied in Pieces by the violence of the 
Wind and Waves, and feveral Men were in great' 
danger of being drowned, but by the Grace of God 
Mlefcap^'d. 

Monfieur Beaujeu feeing all the Goods and Mcf* 
chandizes landed, and a Fort almoft finiffied^ faiiad 
the nth of March foT FrancefimdM.de la Salk 
fortified his Magazine or Fort, which they callH«- 
gary left 100 men under the Command of his Nephew 
M. Morangevy for the defence of it; and with thereof 
l^ing 50, and ; Miffionaries, 'viz,. M. Cavelier^ and 
Father Zembe diiid Maximey advanced intothp Qwd* 
try following the Bay, in hopes to find the 
fifi* The Captain of the Frigac was orderejl i 
found at the feme time the Channel) andbrinfM 
Ship as h^ as he could with fafety, which ^ 
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and broogbt his Ship to an Anchor at a place which 
wa! call’d Httrier, from the name of the Officer who 
was left at that place for the Security of that Port, 
which was abfolutely neceffary to maintain the Com¬ 
munication between thefirft Habitation, and another 
M dela Salle made on the id of Jpril at the bottom 
of the Bay upon the Banks of a fine River, which was 
calld the River of the Com/j, becaule of the vaft num- 
itr of thofe Beafts that were difcover’d in thofe parts. 
The kvages came to attack our Men, but were fo 
warmly receiv'd, that they retir’d wkhout doing the 
French Sipy harm. , , „ 

On theiift,beingE^y?er-Eve,M. dela Sallevetutn a 
to the firft Camp, and the next day was fpent in De¬ 
votions; but the 23d they began to carry all the Ef-^ 
fcfts from the two Forts, to the 5 ’ettlement M. 
it Ifi Salles had made upon the River above-menti- 
on’d, and when thev had made an end of it, they ra¬ 
zed the raid Forts. They had fown fome Pulfe and 
Corn, but cither the Soil was not good, or clfe the 
Seed was fpoifd by Salt Water, for it did not rife at 
all. M. dt la Salle might have remembred what } had 
formerly told him in our Voyage to the Illinois, that 
Corn and other Seeds which we bring from Europe, 
muft either be in their Ears orHuns,for other wife they 
lofe their Vertue at Sea, and cannot grow in a Soil 
that was never cultivated before. 

They built a Fort in a very advantageous Poft, 
with fo much diligence, that it was in a few days in a 
good Pofture of Defence, being defended by ii Pieces 
of Cannon They made agreat^gazine undwgroilnd 
topreferve their Goods and Provifibn from Fire. It 
is to be obferved that the Forts in America, I mean 
fuch as I fpeak of now, require not fo much Art and 
Labour, as in Europe, llnce the Savages have no Ar- 
fillery to attack thctn. They are fo afraid ofFire- 
irms, that node of thofe Nations ever durft attack 

thefe 
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thefe mean Fortifications, except the Iroeimis^ ^ 


attempted to force the French in their Intrcnchmcntf 
in the Ifland of Orleans^ now called St. Lawmet^esi 
Quebec, The French had fortified themfelves with Pak? 
lifadoes, which the Iroejuois fet on Fire, and to 
themfelves againft the French in their Approach, ctS 
one of them carry'd before him a thick Plank or boii! 
Musket-proof, and thereby forced theFy«c/&toleatti 
their Entrenchments. They ufe alfo another Strata 
gem againft our Forts, itnleft they are defended by 
fome Pieces of Cannon to keep them off; they tyeto 
their Arrows a lighted March, and then fhootthemiiiJ 
fuch manner, as to make them fall on the Top or 
Roof of the Forts, which is made of Planks, and 
thereby fet them on Fire. M. de la Salle, who knew all 
their Artifices, took alfo all imaginable Precaurioni 
to difappoint them, which he did by covering the 
Roof with green Turf. 

In the mean time, his men grew fo fickly, that a 
great many died in a few days, notwithftanding they 
were carefully look'd after, and fupplied with proper’ 
Remedies, and befides this misfortune, he watfbi^d 
to make an open War againft the Savages. On the 
9th of Auguft three of his men were gone a Ihooring, 
there being abundance of Game in tbofe Pam. 
r)oife of their Guns gave notice of their Approach to 
the Savages, who immediately got tc^eiher in great 
numbers and furrounded the three Europtm, who 
put themfelves in a readinels to f^ht, and killed with 
the firft (hot the General of the ’Savages. This fed 
accident terrified them fo much, that they ran iiihfi 
notwithftanding the Difproportion-in number. 1w 
continued lurJjing about the Fort, and kill’d 
man who had advanc’d too far into the Woodir* 

M. de la Salle feeing noway to bring them 
liance, refolved to make War upon the«rW(fejV 
tl^em to come to P^ce, and fupply whfe tnw' 
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or Wooden Canou’s which he wanted. 
K^forc fet out from his Fort on the i ;th of OBo- 
with 60 ftout Men to look for the Savages, ha- 
iiing^ provided them with a kind of Breaft-piece of 
1 , to cover them againft the Arrows of the Sa- 
Hc was not far advanced when he found the 
incampcd, with whom he had feveral Skir- 
_ I, killing and wounding a great many, and re- 
toned with many Prifoners, efpecially young Chil- 
inn; amongft whom was a Girl of about four Years 

Age, which was Chriftened, and died fome Days 
^icr. 

While }/i.(lelaSalUwQS building andperfeAing his 
R)rr, thofe Families he had brought to begin aColo- 
‘ i|, gnibbM up the Land, and (owed feveral forts 
: efCorn and Pulfe, which they had brought in their 
kand Hulls, which fucceeded very well. They 
^lade fome Cannons, and crolTed over to the other 
% of the Bay, where they found a fine River, and 
^||iodigiou8 Number of wild Oxen and Turkeys. 
jWwme Beafts they had brought from St. Domingo^ 
Hogs, and Fowls multiplied very much; 
Jiidinfhorc the fmall Colony began to thrive, fince 
‘**.War had removed the Savages from their Habi- 
aod Vi5 likely that M. tie la Salle would have 
id, had not a new Misfortune worfe than all 
former, dilkppoinred his Noble Defigns. 

M. deU Salle bad often entertain’d me with the un- 
dof Cruelties exercifed by the Spaniards in New 
and Perir, againft the Inhabitants of thoft 
fimpirei, whom they deftroyed as much as ever 
‘ Id, preferving only their Children to make 
iple. He exclaimed againft that Cruelty of 
as unworthy of Men of Honour, and 
T to the Doftrinc of the Chriftian Religion. 1 
thcwmyielfi l^ut yec I offered now and 
fomi Reafoni to excufe ch^m, as the Necefliciet 

they 
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they found themfelves under of exterminating thofi 
Nations, or perifliing thernfelves, and forfakiog tht 
Conqueft-, for whenever they thought themfelv^ 
fafe, they were fuddenly invaded by great Ar^ei 
and therefore in a perpetual Danger* M* 
experienced himfelf thatNeceffity mCanada, forth 
Savages do not underhand the Do<ftrinc of forgivinj 
or forgetting Injuries; and notwithhandkig allTmt 
ties of Peace, they will revenge themlelves ene tin^ 
or other. The French of Canada have done all tha 
is pofOble, humanly fpeaking, to gain the Fhendibij 
of the Jroeiuois, yet they have not been able toh^a 
the hrft Breach that happened between thetn^ wbici 
has been the Source of many Wars, whkh kftaa 
this very time 5 whereas that barbarous People ha 
never had any quarrel with the Dutch inhabitiog 
:K?rJ^,becaufe thefe have always ufed them very fandly 
diflembling (bme infignthcant Injuries, or acoeptinj 
their fadsfadiofi* yi.de la Salk knew better (ban an] 
Body the Temper of the Savages, and the Method' 
how to gain them; therefore 1 wonder that be wouk 
make Wars upon the Neighbours of his new Colon) 
for this was almoft an infoUible way to ruineit, am 
cut off the hope of the Converfiori of thofc ignoran 
Nations. From thefe obfervations we may cenciodfi 
that Mecknefs and Cbarky fo much recommeaded ii 
the Gofpel, are two Vertues abfolutely neceffiiry fo 
the effabliflunent ot Colonies in thofo new Countries 
for otherwife the new Ir^bitancs muft deftioy ti« 
Ancient, or be deftroyed by them, either of whieh isj 
cruciNecefSty unworthy of a Chriftian. M. dtUStl^ 
had ordered the Captain of the Frigat to found d» 
Bay, and to fiiffer none of his Men to lie aAoar 
'however the Captain himf^f, and fix of his b<ft ^ 
being charmed with the Sweemefe of the Countr 
went a-(hoar, and leaving their Ganotfs upon th 
Owze with their Arms, went into a Mwdow who 
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, they fell afleep, and were raurthered by the Sava- 
g^jWho broke their Anns and Canou. This fad Ac- 
s cident put the Colony in a dreadfull Confternation. 
j UJ( h Sailf having buried his Men,refolv^d to travel 
J along thcCoafttofind o^t the Mouth of ih^Mefchafipi^ 
i valid having left the Inhabitants and Soldiers who 
, ' wcr? to r^ipain in the Fort, let out with to Men, 
i M. Camiur his Brother. 

5 TbU is formed by feveral Rivers, 

t find lies in the Latitude of 27 Degrees 45 Minutes, 
r, None of thefe Rivers was broad and deep enough to 
il be an Arm of the Mefchajtpiybut M. la Salk thought 
1 they might be Branches of one of the Arms of that 
t Rirer, therefore he refolved to follow one of them, 
t which coft him a world of Trouble, for he found fe- 
i; ?cral ocher Rivers running into that, too deep to be 
kd^, which they crolTed, laying together levcral 
j jBranc^s of Trees, of which they made ufe in- 
^ i lead of Boats. They met with feveral Nations of 
9 Savages,and were forced to entrench themlelves every 
j I %hc, for fear of being furprifed. The continual 
Rains tb^t fell during his Voyage, made the ways 
j ' Very bad, and fweird feveral fmall Rivulets, which 
t increafed his Trouble. At lafr, on the i ;th of Fehru- 
[, 47, he thought to have found bis lb much wilh’d for 
» River j and having fortified a Poll on its Bank, and 
f left part of his Men for its fecurity ; he advanced 
; farther ipco the Country, which appeared unto him 
s the mo|i delicious and fertile that ever he faw. He 
i ^ifirod feveral Nations who received him with much 
Humanity, and returned to his Fort on the gift of 
ft charmed with his Difeovery. 
j the fatisfaflion he e^tprefied upon this account 
» hflwlly be exprefledj but the Grief which the 

f ! of his Frigac cauloi him, over-ballancM it. 

ft was, the only Ship left ptp him, with which he 
ft i ifliftndftd to fail in few Days for Sx, Pomrtgtft to 
y ii bring 

I 

i 
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bring a new Supply of Men and Goods to carry od 
his Defign; but it ran unfortunately a ground through 
the Negligence of the Pilot, and was dafli’d in pieces. 
All the Men were drowned except the Sieur Cbefde- 
'ville one of the Milfionaries, the Captain and 4 Sea* 
men; the Goods, Linen, and Cloath of the Colony, 
with the Provifions and Tools were abfolutely 
M. de la Salle was a Man of an extraordinary Courage, 
and unparallcllM Conftancy; yet’tis likely he would 
have funk under this Misfortune, had not God alR- 
fled him in an extraordinary manner. 


CHAP. III. 

A Continuationof the Misfortunes of M. de la Salle, 
with an Account of two Voyages he undertoA to 
find out the Country of the Illinois. 

T Hofe who have converfed with Accounts of new 
Difeoveries, are convinced that thofc who take 
upon them fb difficult a Task, are obliged to do a 
thoufand things, which prove ufelefi and unncccfla- 
ry; for lookiijg for the right way, and no body be¬ 
ing there to (hew it unto them, 'tis no wonder if they 
miftake it. And as to the Misfortunes that befell the 
worthy Gentleman I (peak of, it is nothing but whar 
he, or any body el(e that (hall go about the likeEn- 
terprife, muft expeft with a very inconfiderable Dif¬ 
ference. The pious Defign he was upon, in relation 
to the Converfion of thofe ignorant Nations, defer- 
ved it (eems a better Fate; but as God^s ways are 
not our ways, we muft fubmit to Divine Providence, 
without troubling our felves about a vain inquiry into 
the Secretsof God Almighty. M^delaSallt who was 
a good Chriftian, knew admirably well the Pradice 
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of this Dodtrine, and without being dejedled by the 
Misfortunes already mention’d, he refolved to go on 
with his Difeovery. 

As lam more concern'd than any body elfe to know 
whetherM dela Salle had really difeover’d th^Mefcba- 

ffij when he return’d into overland, becaule 
lam the firft European that ever travell'd upon that 
River, 1 have carefully perufed all the printed Ac¬ 
counts of his Voyage, as alfo private Memoirs, but 
after all, 1 found that the account publiflied by Fa- 
{\AvAnafiafe is the moft exad, and may be depended 
upon. 

M. de la Salle feeing all his Affairs ruin’d by the loft 
of his Ships, and having no way to return into Europe 
but by Canada^ refolved upon fo dangerous a Jour¬ 
ney, and took 20 men along with him, with one Sa¬ 
vage call’d Nikana^ that is to fay, Companion of the 
Nation of This man had follow’d him into 

France, and had given fuch proofs of his Affedion to 
his Mailer on feveral nice occafions, that he relied 
more upon him thanmpon any European. M Cavelier^ 
iAMoranger^znd EaitiQtAnafiafe defir d likewife toac- 
> company him. They took four Pound of Powder, 
Shot in Proportion, two Axes, two Dozen of Knives, 
feveral Pound of RaJJade or Glaft Beads, and two 
Kettles to boil their Meat, contenting himfelf with 
; thefe Provifions, in hopes to find out eafily the Illino^ 
and return in a fhort time. Having affifted at the di«- 
vine Service in the Chapel of the Fort to implore 
God’s Mercy and Protedlion, he fee out the iid of 
dfrtl, 1686 directing his March to the North Eaft, 
for the Mejehafipi running diredly from the North 
■ to the South, into the Gulphof Mexico., the Country 
of the Illinois is fituated to the N. E. of the place 

i Tis likely that they warned Pyrogues and Ca- 
noili, fince father Anafiafemsds^s no mention of any, 
C and 
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and ’tis likely that M. dela Salle was not furethat he 
had found out the Mouth of the Mefehapyi^ for then 
he might have eafily met with the Illinois by means 
of that River, knowing that the River of the IHinots 
runs into the Mefchafiyi. 

After three days March, they difeover'^d the fineft 
Champaign Country in the World, and were met by 
a great many men on Horfe-back, with Boots, Spurs 
and Saddles. This Nation invited them to come to 
their Habitations, but M.</e la Salle takenfome 

Informations from them concerning his way, thank’d 
them for their kindnefs, and would not accept of their 
Offers. The Reader may judge, that all this was 
tranfaifled by figns, for they did not underftand one 
another. The Equipage of the Nation fheweth they 
had Commerce with the Spaniards. Our men ha¬ 
ving continued their March all the day long, incamp’d 
upon a rifing ground, which they fortified by cutting 
down Ibme Trees to avoid any Surprize. 

Having march'd two days through vaft Meadows, 
they came upon the Banks of a River which they 
called Rohecky where they found fuch numbers of wild 
Oxen, caird by the Spaniards CihoU^ that the ieaft 
Drove confided of about 400: They killed ten of 
tficm, and refled two or three days to broil the Meat 
for the reft of their Voyage. 

Within a League and a half from the Roheck^ty 
met with another River broader and deeper than 
the Seine before Farts, its Banks being adorn’d with 
great Trees, fowell difposM by Nature, that they 
feem as many Walks artificially planted. One fide 
oftheRiveris cover’d with Woods, and the other is 
a continued Meadow. They were oblig’d meue 
Branches of Trees and tie them together to crofs it 0- 
ver. They call’d it the Wicked. The Country be¬ 
tween this fTtcked River and another they* mfiftie'v 
days after, is full of Trees, bearing all forts of frhic. 
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and erpecially of Mulberry-trees, but the Vines are 
fo conjmon, that the whole feems a Vineyard, and 
the higheft Trees are cover'd with them. They 
call’d the laft River becaufe one of them, a 

Qtrman by Birth, of the Country oUVlrtemhurg^ ftuck 
fo faft in the Mud, that they had much ado to get 
him off. 

The Raft or floating-boat of Branches, which they 
commonry us'd to crofs the Rivers, taking up much 
of their time, and this River being narrow, M. deU 
Sde emsdono of his men to fwim over with an Ax, 
to fell down a Tree, while they fell another on 
their fide, and thefe two Trees meeting together, 
made a kind of Bridge ; this way was both fafer and 
cafier, and therefore they always made ufe of it, 
whenever the narrownefs of theRiver would perrnit it- 

i/Ldda Salle alter’d here his courfe,marching direct¬ 
ly to the Eaftward. As he told no body the reafbns 
ofif, it is impoflible to know what was his motive 5 
that Man wasfecrec to a fault, artd likely would have 
ptofper'd better, had he been fbmewhat more com- 
njunicative. After fbme days March through a plea- 
fant Country, they found another, which,according 
to their account, may be call’d the Paradife of the 
World, inhabited by a numerous Nation, who re¬ 
ceiv'd them with all imaginable marks of Friendfliip 
andKindnefs; their Women embrac'd them chear- 
fally, and caus’d them to fit upon Tome fine Mats 
near their Captains, who prefented them their Calu^^ 
mt of Peace, adorn'd with Feathers of feveral Co¬ 
lours, and wherein they defir’d them tofmoak. They 
prefented them afterwards with aDifti of Sagamittee^ 
which is a kind of Pap made with the Root of a Shrub 
call’d Tique or Tot;iuo, which looks like a Briar with- 
o^^t.T^prns: Its Root is very big, and having waft d 
itanddry'd it by the Sun, they pound it in a M^- 
Ur. This Sagamittee tailed pretty wclL Thefe 
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neft Savages prefented them with forre Skins of wild 
Oxen finely dreft and good for Shdoes, which are ve¬ 
ry neceli'ary in that Ciuntry, becaufe of Tome (harp 
cutting Herbs. M. de la Salle prefented them, in return 
of their kindnefs, fbme Glafs Beads of black Colour, 
which is much valuM amongft them, they continued 
(bmedays amongft thatNarion,which laSalle 

improvM to give them fbme Idea of the Grandeur 
and Power of the King his Mafter, whom he repre- 
fented higher and greater than the Sun. Thefe Peo¬ 
ple underftood fomethingof itby his Signs, and were 
ftruck with a wonderlull Admiration. M. Caveher 
and Father Anaflaje endeavour'd alfb to give them 
fbme Notions of God, but with what fuccefs no body 
can tel!. 

That Nation is call’d Biskatronge, but the Europeans 
call’d them the fVeeptng, and their River the River of 
becaufe when they arriv’d there, thofe Savages 
wept for about a quarter of an Hour. They receive 
foa’l Strangers, whom they think to come from re¬ 
mote Countries, becaufe tliis puts them in mind of 
their deceas’d Relations whom they think upon along 
Journey, and whole return they exped. That honeft 
People gave M.delaSalleiomQ Gdides,andfupplyM his 
men with whatever they wanted,and crofted them o- 
ver their River in their Pyrogucs. 

They paft'ed three or four other Rivers in three 
days cimcj and met with no confiderable adventure, 
but on the fourth day as they were near a Village, 
Nikana the Savage,who attended M. de laSalle^ihot a 
wild Goat, which frighted fb much the Inhabitants 
of that Village, that they ran away. M. dela S<^i55>put 
his men in a readineft to fight, and enter’d the laid 
Village, which conftfted of above 500 Cabbins. They 
march’d to the moft confiderable, wherein they found 
the Wife of the chief of the Savages, who had been 
forc’d to ftay alone becaufe of her great Age. 
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Ullt made rhe moft fignificant Signs he could think 
on to let her know that he was a Friend, which be¬ 
ing perceiv’d by her three Sons, who advanc’d as near 
as they could without being difeover’d, to oblerve 
wbat our men would do, they brought back their 
men, and otfer’d VLde la Salle their Calumet of Peace, 
which being accepted, the day was concluded with 
the Dana of the Calumet and other Demonft rations 
of Joy. 

However laSaUe did not think fit to trufthim- 
fclf in their hands, and therefore refufed to lie in 
their (^'abbins, and went to encamp among Tome 
Canes or great Reeds hard by, through which it was 
irapoffible to come withoutmaking a great noife. This 
was a Mafterpiece of Prudence, for otherwife they 
rmgbt have been murther’d ; for a Band of Savages 
got together to fur prize them: The ratling noife of 
the Canes having given notice of their Approach to 
M. de la Sallef^Q awaked his men,and fpoke in (b bold 
a Tone to the Savages that they retir’d. They left 
that place the next day, parting from them very ci¬ 
villy, and having marchM fix Leagues further, they 
were met by another Band of Savages, who had Ears 
of Indian Corn in their Hands; they embrac’d M de 
according to their way, and invited him by 
Signs to go to their Village, which he confenred to. 
They made him underftand, that there was a Nation 
to the Weft ward who deftroyed all other men; and 
by theDefeription they made, he judged they meant 
the Spaniards of Mexico^ with whom this Nati¬ 
on was at War. The Village having notice of the 
Arrival of M. de la all flock’d about them,exprer- 
•ing their joy by Signs and other Poftures, and ma- 
ing him underftand that he would oblige them to re- 
iwin with them to aflift them againft their Enemies; 
M. dt U Salle would not agree to that, bur promis’d to 
wurn ia a ihorc time, with a greater number of men; 
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^nd 2ftQv having made them Tome Prefents and re- 
CeivM other things they gave them, he left that piace, 
the Savages carrying him and all his men over their 
River in their Pyrogues. This Nation is called Km- 
nonas. 

They continued their March to the Eaftward 
through fine Meadows, and three days after, having 
left the IGromnas^ Nikana their Savage cry’d out of 
a fudden that he was a dead man, having been ftung 
by a Rattle-Snake. This fad accident oblig’d tbyem to 
tarry fome days in that place : They gave him im^ 
rnediately fome Orvietan, and having fcarified the 
Wound, they apply’d upon it fome Salt of Vipers, 
whereby he was recover'd. 


CHAP. IV. 

A Continuation of Af.de la Salle j Voyage and Dif 
coverj; and how he was receiv'd hy the Sava^ 
ges Cenis. 

T Hcy march'd feveral days without meeting with 
any Savages or any Accidents, and came to a 
River very broad and rapid, which they ju^’d to 
be near the Sea; They made a Raft to crofs ir> and 
M. de la Salle, and M. Cavelier, and part of hii men 
ventur’d upon that floating Boat, which the Rapidity 
of the Stream carryM down with fuch a violence, 
that they were in few minutes out - of fight, leaving 
their Comrades on the flioro under an unfpeata^e 
tjrief. Father Anafiafe comforted them asroufhas 
he could, being himfelf under a great aiflidioa; for 
befides their Savage, who was of great ufe to them, 
had loft his way, and was wandering in the Woods ^ 
Tb0y ecntinued in that condition all the day, hut w 






A Voyage into North America. 2, 

the Evening they heard M. Je la Salle hailing fthem 
from the other Shore. Their Raft had been ftoppM 
by a Sand in the middle of the River, which gave 
them time to recover their flrength, in fo much, that 
they mafterM the Current and got happily over; tho* 
one of them attempting to catch a Branch of a Tree, 
fell into the Water and was carry*d away. They ' 
thought him drown^'d, but being an excellent Swim¬ 
mer, and knowing it was in vain to ftrive againfl the 
Stream, but by degrees he was carryM down a great 
way, and at laft got a-lhore and rejoynM Father A- 
nafiafe and his Companions, who having eat nothing 
all day long, were exceeding hungry. They found 
no Game about them, and wanting all manner of Pro- 
vilions, they wereredued to a great Extremity: the 
divine Providence, who takes care of the meaneft of 
his Creatures, relieved them alfo at this time, two 
young Eagles fell from a Cedar, which afforded them 
a Meal, tho’ it was but a fmall matter for ten almoft 
ftarv'd Travellers. 

They tarry’d in that place that night, and the next 
day they endeavoured to crofs the River, and by the 
advice of M. Je la Salle^ they made a Raft of Canes, 
which with the help oftwo men that fwam to defend 
itagainft the Rapidity of the Stream, they got all p- 
ter except their Savage Being thus rejoy n’d they 
march’d two days through aForett of Canes, through 
which they were forced to cut their way with their 
and on the third day they found Nikava 
^ith three wild Goats already broyfd, and another 
which he had juft kill'd. M. Je la Salle ordered two 
er three Guns to be fir’d to (hew his Joy.* 

Having refrefh’d thernfelves they continu’d their 
March Eaftward, travelling through a moftdclidous 
OoHntry, where they found Savages, who had nr^ 
fhifig bferbaroiis but their Name. They rnet one of 
who came from (hooting with hb Wife and Fa- 
C 4 mily j 
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; he prefented M. de la Salle with a Horfe and 

Flefti, defiring him by figns to go along with 
^im to his Habitation, and left he (hould have any 
Sufpicion, he left his Wife and Family with him, and 
went to his Village, where he was accompany’d by 
Nikam, and a Footman of M. de la Salle. They re¬ 
turn’d two days after with two Horfes loaded with 
Provifions, and acquainted their Matter with the ci¬ 
vility of that People, who fent their chief Command- 
ders and young Warriors to complement them. They 
were handfomly cover d with drefsM Skins, adorned 
with Feathers of different Colours. M. de la Salle 
thought fit to advance, and within three Leagues of 
the Village he met the Savages, who prefented them 
their Calumet of Peace in great Ceremony. They 
condudied them in triumph to the Cabbin of their Ge¬ 
neral, where a great number of People came to fee 
them. M. de la Salle obferv’d that the young Warri- 
ours mounted the Guard and were reliev’d by turns. 
The great civility of that People obligM M. de la Salle 
to leave the Village and encamp about two Milcsoff, 
for having oblerv'd that the Women were exceeding 
kind to them, and pretty handfom,- he was afraid his 
men would be debauched, which might have been of 
a fatal confequence. They tarry’d there four days, 
and bought Iqme Horfes for fome of our Eurtpean 
Commodities. 

This Village belongs to the and {is one of the 
molt populous andlargeft of America, being about lo 
Leagues long, not in a continued Street, but bccaufe 
^he Hamblets are fo near one another, that the whole 
looks as if it were but one. Their Cabbins are extra¬ 
ordinary fine , of about 50 Foot long, and built as 
Bee-Hives. They plant Trees round-about, whofe 
Branches joyn over their Cabins, and which they tie 
together: Their Beds are placed round-about their 
Cabins, fou; Fpot higher than the and they 
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make their Fire in the middle. Each Cabin is for 
two Families. They found amongft them feveral 
things which they muft have from the Sfaniards^ as 
fome Pieces of Eight, Silver Spoons, Lace, Cloaths 
and Horfes. They had alfo a Bull of the Pope, ex¬ 
empting the Sfamards of New Mexico from falling in 
Sommer time. How they came by it, they could ne¬ 
ver underftand. The Horfes are fo common, that 
one of M. de la Salles men had one given him for his 
Ax, and another offer d a fine one for Father Anafia- 
[ts Gapuch. They have however no dired Trade 
with the Spaniards, but get thefe things from the 
Cboumam their Allies, who being Neighbours of the 
Europeans are often in War with them. M. de la 
StSe having always the Mines of St. Barhe in his 
Thoughts, defir’d them by Signs to draw a Mapof 
the Country, and the Courfe of their River, which 
they underftood, and with a Piece of Goal, they 
made on the white Bark of a Tree a Defeription of 
iheir Country and River, that M. de la Salk under- 
flood they were within fix days journey from the Spa- 
viards, whom they knew, their Warriors going often 
to aiHfl the Cboutnan 's againfl them. 

M. de la Salle, who had a particular art to gain 
the Friendfliip of the Savages, told them a great 
many things of the Grandeur of the King his Mafter, 
whom he reprefented as the greateft Captain of the 
World, and as much above the Spaniards as the Sun 
above the Earth: he gave them an account of his fig- 
nal Viftories; At which,rays Father Anafiafe,thQy put 
their Fingers upon their Mouth to exprefs their Ad¬ 
miration : but feeing M. de la Salle did not f^ak their 
Language, I would fain know how the Cents under- 
ilood the account he gave them of the glorious Adi- 
ons of the King of France, Surely this is a Fidion, 
crat bell, too long a Comment upon a Gonverfation 
»luch wag aded by fignsi and Father Anafiafe 

might 
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might have fpar’d this Reflexion upon the Sfaniaris 
for tho’ the King of France is a great Mona ten,yet the 
King of Spain poflefles fuch Countries in the old and 
new World, that no Prince can be compar'd to him 
in that relpeft, and the Motto ofth^ Chatholick Kings, 
Sol mihi nmtcfuam occidit^ may be more eafily juftified 
than the 'Nec plurihus impar of the King of France. 
Tbofe who will confider the extent of the Dominions 
of^he Spaniards in the PFiefi-lndies^ will find chat they 
are above 2500 Leagues in length, which I think the 
great Mafter of M. de la Salle can never match. 

There were at that time tome Ambafladours of the 
Choumans^ at the Village of the Cenis^ who paid a Vi- 
fit to M. de la Salle, and at their coming in made the 
Sign of the Crofs, and kneeling down kilTed Fathec 
Anajlajeh Gown, lifting up their Hands to Heaten, 
and giving them to underftand, that Men cloathed 
with like Habits taught their Neighbours. They 
made fuch figns as convinced the French that they 
had been at Maft; and one of them drew with a 
Coal a tall Woman weeping at the Foot of theOroTs, 
for the Death of her Son who was naifd to «. iThfs 
he mu ft needs have feen over an Altar in theSf^nilh 
Churches, and 'tis no wonder if they knew Father A- 
ttaftafe% (^wn,for the Francifeam are very nurtierous 
in that Country. Our Authour adds, that they told 
M. de la Salle^ that the Spaniards made a great (IfifUgh- 
ter of the Indians, and that if be would go along 
with them with his fire Arms, it would be e&fielto 
conquer them, feeing they are Cowards, and fb-l^* 
feminate as to have two Men before them, 
walk in Summer-time each with a large Fartri to'it- 
frefti them. 

This puts me in mind of feveral Converfatton® 
which I had with MJe la Salle, 2Lt. Fort Frontenac W-' 
cerning our Difeoveries, and fpeaking of Miffipnwiw 
and the Qjialities they ought to havCf I remente 

he 
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hetoM me often that thejefuirs of theColIedge of Goa 
iii the Eaft-lndies, which was given them by a Bp. of 
the Order of StSrancts^ and whofe Revenues amount 
Qow to a prodigions Summ, travel in a Litter, where 
they perform this Million, having two Men on each 
ge to cool them with a Fann. This he knew from 
femeofthofejefuits themfelves, but as he had left this 
Society, I did not altogether believe what he told 
me of it; but I wonder that: Father Anafiafe would 
charge upon the Spaniards of New Mexico^ what 
UJe la Salhxo\d me of the Jefuits of Goa, The rcafon 
may be cafily difcover’d, the Spaniards will either 
fcorn this Reflection, or let it go without Vengeance, 
whereas the Jefuits are never affronted with Impu¬ 
nity. 

M. de la Salk having tarried feveral Days among the 
Cww, continued his March through the Habitations 
of the Najfonis ; thefe two Nations are in confederacy, 
and divided by a large River, on the Banks of which 
the Villages are fituated; They have much the fame 
cufloms and manners. 

Within fivcLeagues of that Place four ofMJeU Sal¬ 
ih men ran away to the Naffevis, which fadly vex’d 
him; and few Days after,he together with y[.Moran- 
^ Nephew, fell fick of a violent Fever, which 
obliged our Travellers to tarry in that Place for fevc- 
ral Weeks, for notwithftanding they recover’d, it 
was a long time before they were able to continue 
their Voyage. This Diftemper difappointed all their 
nttfures, and was the occafion of feveral misfortunes 
that befell them afterwards. They tarried there two 
whole Months, being reduc’d to the greateft Extremi¬ 
ties j their Powder was moft fpent, tho’ they were not 
advanced above 150 Leagues in a direCt Line; fome 
of their men had deferted, others began to be irrefb- 
lute; and aU thefe things being carefully confider’d 
becefehredtoictuni toFort^Learsr; 

Every 
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Every body approvM his Defign, and (b they retur- 
ned the fame way without meeting with any remark¬ 
able Accident, except that one of them was fwallow- 
ed by a Crocodile of a prodigious Size, as they re¬ 
paired the fVicked River. 

They returned to their Camp the 17th of OEiohtr 
1686, being received with an incredible Joy by their 
Companions, who thought them as good as loft a- 
mongft thefe barbarous Nations. 


CHAP. V. 

A Short Defcripthn of Fort Lewis, of its advan¬ 
tageous Situation^ and of the Fertility of the 
Country about it. 

W HAT has been already oblerved is enough to 
(hew the Charadier of M. de laSalle^?av\ that 
never Traveller was more undaunted, and conftant 
in his undertakings than him. All the misfortunes 
and accidents we have mention'd, were not enough 
to dejeifl: his Courage, nor deterr him from his former 
Defigns, in which through the Grace of God he ex¬ 
pelled to fucceed. 

He remained two Months and a half at Fort Unh 
is, during which time he took a view of all the Ri¬ 
vers that run into that Bay, and found above 50 
which are Navigable, if we may believe Father Jna» 
fiafci who was with him: They come moft of them 
from the Weft and North-Weft. The Fort is lituated 
in a Tandy Ground, but the Soil about is very fertile. 
There are large Meadows in which the Grafs grewi 
as high as our Wheat in Europe. Thele Rivers are 
very frequent, being commonly at 2 or ; Leagues 
diftance. Their Banks are adorned with Oak, Mul* 

berrys 
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berry-Trees, and other Sets of Trees, fbme whereof 
are altogether unknown in Europe. The Country is 
all alike going to the Weft ward, till within two Day’s 
Journey of the Spaniards, 

This Fort is fituated on a rifing Ground, on the 
Bank of a River, having the Sea to the South-Eaft, 
the Meadows to the Weft, and two large Ponds, and 
a Foreft to the South-Weft; the neareft Neigh^urs 
are the Guoatfuhy who have abundance of Horfes, 
and the Bahamas and GuinetSy who are wandering 
Nations, with whom M. del a Salles Was in War. He 
forgot nothing during that time to comfort his fmall 
Colony, which began to multiply, ievcral Children 
being born ftnce their Arrival. He imployed his men 
about grubbing up the Lands, which as I have laid, 
proved very good and fertile. In the mean time our 
MilGonaries applied themfelves to the Inftruftion of 
fome Savage Families, who left their own Nation to 
live with the Europeans. M. de la Salle Us’d them with 
all polfible kindnefs, knowing how advantageous it 
would be to win thofc barbarous Nations over to 
his Intereft. 

M. de la Salle having caft up an Intrenchment a- 
bout a large Inclofure, wherein were the Habitations 
of the Colony, under the Cannon of the Fort, and 
taken all other precautions for their Security, called 
the Inhabitants together, and made lb pathetical a 
Speech to them about the Neceffity he was under to 
make a Voyage to the Illinois Country, that he drew 
Tears from every one of the Aflembly, confidering 
the Danger and Fatigue of fo great a Voyage, for 
he was very much beloved. He took 20 men with 
him with his Brother, his two Nephews, Father A~ 
and one Joufiel d Ploto ; and after publick 
Frayers, he fet out a fecond time from Fort Lewis^ 
relolv'd not to return till he had found the Idmis, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

An Account of M, de la Salle’j fecond Voy^^^ 
from the Bay of St, Lewis, to the Illinob. 

M De la Salle with 20 men let out from his Fort 
• on the 7th of January 1687, and met the 
firfl Day a great Band of Bahamas^ who were going 
upon a military Expedition againft the Savages, called; 
Trigoanna, . He made alliance with them, and de- 
figned to do the like with the Guinets^ whom he met 
afib, but they ran away upon his approach : How- 
ever having overtaken them by means of his Horfes, 
they agreed together, and promifcd on bothfidesan 
inviolable. Peace. 

They continued their March to the North-Eaft,, 
and croiTed the firft River, which they had called 
before the River of Canes ^ becaufe the Banks of it are 
covered with them. The Country isdiverfihed.wirh 
Meadows and Woods, and the Soil is fo fertile, that 
Grafs grows 10 or 12 Foot high. There are feveral 
populous Villages of Savages upon that Rivers, but 
.they vifited only the Guaras and Anachorema. They 
eroded the fecond River of Can^s, diftant ; Leagues, 
from the former. Its Banks are inhabited by ftve- 
ral different Nations, and the Country is full of Hemp 
which grows naturally in thofe Parts. They met 
5 Leagues further another River call’d Saklm^tt 
becaufe it flows through a fandy ground, tha the 
Qrafs of the Meadows near its Banks ftieweth the. 
Fertility of the Soil. 

Having pafled three or four fmall Rivers, they 
i^found 8 Leagues from thQ Sablonniere the River 
Vhofe Banks are peopled with feveral Villages 
vages, who fpeak, in a manner from their 
They are in War with the Spaniards, and defir^d M. 
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:(la Salle to joyn with them, but he had bufinefselfe 
wliere, and with ^o men alone he was not able 
to do any great things againft the Spaniards. He 
remain'd five or fix days with them, and from thence 
continued his march to the Wicked River, fo called, 
becaufe a Crocodile had devour'd one of his men. 
That River has a long courfe, and is inhabited by 40 
Villages of Savages, which compoles'the Nation iCj- 
r.cmno, which are likewife at War with the Spaniards, 
They went through (bme of their Villages, where they 
were kindly receiv’d ; tho’, if we may believe Father 
Jaiafiafe-i the cruelties of the Spaniards have fbme- 
what chang'd their good Nature into fiercenefs. This, 

I take to be M. de la Sallees Opinion; for in all his 
Travels he endeavoured-CO reprefent the Spaniards 
aithe moft odious arid cruel Nation in the World. 
Imuft own, as I have already intimated, that the 
^Mtards wetefored to deftroy feveral Nations itiNe'u/ 
but they were oblig'd to it to preferve them- 
ielves againft them, for elfe the Natives Would have 
deftroy'd them. 'Tis certain, that the Savages have 
nokindnefs for the Europeans, Qnd keep fair with 
them, only as long as they fear them. But I won¬ 
der, that M de la Salle (hould blame fo much 
the Spaniards, and yet form the Enterprize he was a- 
bout, feeing it was impoflible for him to fucceed with¬ 
out deftrdying the Spaniards themfelves; and as to 
their Tyranny, I remetnber to have convinc'd him 
more than once, that the Spanijh Domination is eafier 
and milder than any other he could name. 

M.de la Salle having got fome Horfes frpm thofc 
Savages, crofled the River in Canon’s made of Skins 
0} wild Oxen, the Horfes fwimming over ; and four 
Leaguei from thence crofs’d the River Hiens or Hans, 
fedy mention’d, continuing their march to the 
North-Eaft. They croft'd feveral other Rivers and 
Brooks, which were mightily fwoln by the Rains 





3 ^ A Voyage into North America, 
that fall in that Country about that rime, which is 
their Winter, the difference of Seafeis being only 
known by thofe Rains. The Country they travell’d 
through isdiverfified with Meadows, Woods, Groves 
Hills and Springs. They came at laft to three great 
Villages call’d Taraba, Tyakafpan and where 

they found good Horfes. They met fome Leagues 
further the Falaejuej]ons, a People compos’d of ten 
Villages. Thefe are in Alliance with the Spaniards, 

I cannot but wonder at Father Anafiafes negle¬ 
cting to make a more exa£t Diary of their Voyage, 
and to be more particular about fo many different 
Nations he fpeaksoff, and therefore I defire the Rea¬ 
der to give me leave to make now and then feme Refle¬ 
ctions upon this Voyage of M. de la Salle, having fo 
intimately known that Gentleman, and travell’d fo 
long with him in America, My Defeription |of Lou- 
ijiana^ which 1 printed at Faris^ did him ^ very great 
kindnefsin relation to his Encerprize. 


CHAP. 
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MAq la Salle W three more are unfortmaielj 
murtherd ly Jom of their own Tarty. 

• r . 

A Fter they had gone through fo many different 
Nations as is above related, there fell out a 
moft unhappy Accident, to wit, the Affaffination of 
M. h la Salle j his Nephew Moranger ^ and fome o- 
thers M. de la Salle was then in a fine Country for 
hunting; His People regar‘d themfelves very plenti¬ 
fully, and refrefhM themfelves after their tirefome 
Travel with excellent good Cheat for feveral days to¬ 
gether; He had lent M. Moranger his Nephew, his 
Laquey Saget., and (even or eight of his men to a 
certain place, where Ktka his Huntsman, who was 
a Savage Chaouenon had laid up a ftock of wild Bulls 
Flefli, that they might get it fmoak’d and dry'd to 
carry along with them, and fo not be oblig’d to halt 
lb frequently to hunt for Provifions. 

With all his Prudence, M. de la Salle could not dif- 
cover the Confpiracy of fbmc of his People to kill his 
Nephew, for they refolvM upon it, and put it in Ex¬ 
ecution all of a fudden on the 17th of March, wound¬ 
ing him in the head with a Hatchet. The Blow was 
llruck by a Perlbn whom Father Anaflafm out of 
Charity would not name ; they flew likewife the La- 
and poor Nika, who had provided for them 
his Hunting for three years together with roil and 
fl'^nger: languilhed under his Wound for 

hvo Hours, daring which rime, he gave all poflible 
foKons ot his Piety, forgiving his Murtherers, and 
cjnhracing them frequently, refigning biiiTelf up to 
igofxi P.'cafure,and relying upon hi^Saviour’sMe- 
his very Murtherers acknowledged, when their 
D Rage 
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CHAP. Vir.j| 


de la Salle and three wore are unfortunately 
murtherd ly Jome of their own Tarty. 

• r . 

A Fter they had gone through fo many different 
ii Nations as is above related, there fell out a 
moft unhappy Accident, to wit, the Affaflination of 
M. it la Salle, his Nephew Moranger, and fome o- 
thers M. it la Salk was then in a fine Country for 
huntingHis People regaikl themfelves very plenti¬ 
fully, and refrefh’d themfelves after their tirefome 
Travel with excellent good Cheat for feveral days to¬ 
gether- He had lent M. Mor anger his Nephew, his 
Laquey Saget, and feven or eight of his men to a 
certain place, where lAika his Huntsman, who was 
a Savage Chaouenon had laid up a flock of wild Bulls 
Flefh, that they might get it fmoak’d and dry'd to 
carry along with them, and fo not be oblig’d to halt 
fo frequently to hunt for Provifions. • 

With all his Prudence, M. de la Salk could not dif- 
cover the Confpiracy of fome of his People to kill his 
Nephew, for they refblv’d upon it, and put it in Ex¬ 
ecution all of a fudden on the 17th of March, wound¬ 
ing him in the head with a Hatchet. The Blow was 
fruck by a Perlon whom Father Anajlafm out of 
Charity would not name; tliey flew likewife the La¬ 
quey and poor Nika, who had provided for them 
u- his Hunting for three years together with roil and 
‘■'uger: Moranger languiflied under his Wound for 
t'to Houis, during which rime, he gave all pollible 
'o-cens of his Piety, forgiving bis Muriherers, and 
embracing them frequently, refigning bi-rfelf up to 
C'hI s good Picafiire.and reiving upon hisSavioiir’sMe- 
f'l-Sas his very Murtherers acknowledg’d, when their 
D Rage 
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Rage was coord: He was a very honeft man and a 
good Ghriftian. 

Thele Wretches not content with this bloody Faft, 
refolv’d not to ftick there^ but contrivM how to kill 
their Mafter too, for th^ fear'd he would have juft- 
ly punifli’d them for their Crime, Father Anajtafm 
fays, They were two Leagues off the place where 
Moranger was kill’d, and that M. de la^alle being con¬ 
cern’d at his Nephews tarrying fo long (for they had 
been gone two or rhreedays) was afraid they might have 
been furpriz’d by fome Party of the Savages; where¬ 
upon he defir’d Father Anafiafim to go with him 
to look after his Nephew, and took two Savages a- 
long with him; upon the way M. de la Salle entcr- 
tain^’d ^em with a pious Difcourfe of Grace and Pre* 
deftination ; but chiefly he enlargM upon the* great 
Obligations he was under to divine Providence for 
preferving him in the many dangers he had undergone 
during a twenty Years abode in America, nine of 
which he (pent in travelling, and I with him; he 
feem’d to be peculiarly affeded with God’s Goodnefs 
to him, when all of aTudden, Father Anafiafmob- 
fervM that he fell into a deep Sorrow of which he 
himfelfcould give no account; he grew mighty un- 
quiet and full of trouble, a temper he was never feen 
in before; Father Anafiajins did all he could to reco¬ 
ver him out of it. 

They were got about two Leagues, when he found 
4 his Lacqueybloody Cravat, and perceiv’d two Ea¬ 
gles (a common Bird in.thofc parts) hovering over 
his head, at the fame time he fpicd his People by the 
Water-fide: he went up to them and enquired for his 
Nephew, they made him little anfwcr, but pointed 
to the place where he lay. Father Anajlafius kept 
going on by the River fide,till at laft they came to the 
fatal place, where two of the Villains lay hid in the 
Grafs, one on one fide, and one on the other, with 
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their Reces cock'd, the firft prefented at M. Jela Salic 
butmtfsd Fire the other fired at the fame time, and 
(hot him into the head, of which he dy’d an Houraf- 
Vi,t^arcb 19. 1687. 

ftther Anafiafim expe^ed the fame fate, but did 
notreflea upon,the danger he was in; he was fechblv 
towh d at this cruel Speflacle, feeing M. * U Sail 
fall a little way off from him with his Face all blood v • 
hcran to him, took him up in his Arms, and wept 
oyer him, exhorting him as well as he could in this 
Conjunfture to die like a good Chriftian; the unfortu¬ 
nate Gentleman had been at his Devotions juft before 
they fct out, and had juft time enough to confefi 
partofhis Life to Fatl^r Anafiapusy who gave, him 
AMoIution, and foon after he died: In thele his'laft 
Moments he performM as far as he was capable what- 
fwer was proper for one in his condition, he prefs’d 
the Fathers h^d at every thing he faid to him, efpe- 
aally when he admonifli’d him to forgive his Enemies • 
mean while the Murtherers ftruck with Htirror at 
wlwc they had committed, began to bear their Breafis, 
a;id deteft their Ralhnefs. Father Anafiafius would 
not ftir from the place till he had bury*d the Body as 
fccntly as he could, and placM a Crofs over his 
Grave, 


Thus fell the Sieur Robert Ca velter^de la Salle^ a 
^•lan of confiderable Merit, conftant in Adverfities, 
sariefs, generous, courteous, ingenious, learned and 
t‘ipable of every thing; belabour'd for twenty years 
Vhertocivilizethefavage Humoursand Manners of 
ot barbarous People among whom he 
‘«ve^d, and had the ill hap to be maiTacred by his 
I'Wn Servants, whom he had enrich’d: he dy'd in .the 
-'gour ofhis Age in the middle of his Courfc, before 
^ctould execute thedefigns he had form’d upon IViaop 


D2 


CHAP. 
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Chap. var. 


The Author s Reflexions upon the Life and Death 
of M. de la Salle, whoje Murtherers killd one 
another. 

De la Salle told me feveral times, whilft we 



XVI* were together in Fort Fremenac^ before we 
went upon our Difcoveries, and alfo when we were 
in purfuitof thein, that when he was a Jcfuir, having 
liv’d lo or If years in that Order, the Fathers of that. 
Society caus'd frequent LeC'tures to be read during 
the hrfttwo Years to all thofe that enter 'd imd the So¬ 
ciety,of the tragical Deaths and fatal Mifc^iagw' that 
overtook fuch as had quitted their Ordef^ and this 
was done to fix thofe that were newly entreg^ fought 
to (ay this out of Juftice to N4 dela who for- 
merly depofired in my hands all his Papers, whilfthe 
took a V^oyage to France^ and I (laid,at Fort Vrojiienac^ 
that he quitted his Order with the confent of h| Sii- 
periours, and that he had written Teliimonials^ 
^ood Conduct during his flay in that Society, - He 
fliew'd me a Letter written at Rowe by the Ocheral 
of that Order, wherein he teftified that the fijdJSieur 
dela Salk had behav’d himfelf prudently in every 
thing without giving the leaft occafion to be furpecled 
guilty of a venial Sin. 

1 have a hundred times refledled upon what he has • 
fitid to me, when we entertain’d our felves with the 
Stories of our new Difeoveries, and I ador’d God for 
the unfearchablene^ of his ways, w'ho accoinplilheshis 
Will by thofe means he is plealhd to appoint? and 
uncertain as I was of my Defiiny, I gave niy ftlfup 
to his 20 od Dlsafure, refolv'd to fubmic patiently in 
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' /;«^arriv’clat length where was M. CavelJer,^ a Priea 
Brother of the Defunct M. la Salle, to whom he 
rehted his Death, the Murthsrers came rudely into 
the fame Cabbin or Hut prefcntly af ter,and feizM up- 
01 all they found in it, the good Father had not lei- 
inrcfor a long Harangue, but his Countenance bath’d 
^ in Tears, wasa fufficient Intimation of what he had 
to lai: M. Cavelier at fir ft fight of him, cry’d out 
ah? my Brother is dead. I cannot forbear prefent’ 
iflgthe piiblick with fome accounne of this Prieft M 
(W/fir, with whom I fojourn d in C^W^during one 
Summer of my Miflion to Fort Frontenac, of vvhich 
his Brother was Governour and Proprietor. He was 
a pious and difereet Ecdefiaftick, perfeftly qualified 
(or a Milftonary: Pie no fboner heard this fatal Ne w« 
fcur he fell down upon his Knees, and fo did theS=eur 
Cmlkr bis Nephew, expefting the Villainj came to 
butcher and therefore prepare rhemfelves to 
die, like Chriftians; but the Aflaffines mov’d with 
Companion at the fight of the venerab’e old Man 
and being .forty befides for their late wicked Deeds’ 
relblv'd to fpare them, upon condition that they 
(hould never return into France, but they were a 
long rime e’er they fixt upon granting them Mercy • 
fome of them that had a mind to fee their Kindred 
once again, endeavour’d as well as they could to 
c.car rhemfelvesfrora fodereftablean Adion; others 

hid, Was fdfeft to rid their hands of thefe two inno¬ 
cent men, orelfe they might one day call them to an 
ac^unt, if ever they met again in France, 

^ Theychofe for their Leader the Murthcrer of M. 
AS alle^ and upon Deliberation they refolv'd logo 
fo^e famous Nation of the Cents already fpoken ^)f j 
Jitney march’d altogether for feveral days, and pafs’d 
civets Rivers. Thefe infamous Murtherei smade the 
mcavetiers ferve them as Va’ets, and gave themno- 
‘ning but their leavings to eat. They arriv’d without 
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any rub at the place they wifli’d for. A Conteft 
rjfes betwixt a German of Wittemhurg^ nam’d Hanj^ 
and him that murther’d M. la Salle, about the Su. 
periority of Command, upon this their men divide 
themfelves into two Patties, one follows Hans, the 
other the Murtherer. They were come away from 
the Cems amongft whom they tarry’d fome time, and 
arriv’d at the NaJJhnis , where the four D^erters 
whom I mention’d before, rejoyn’d them. Thus 
they were all got together upon Afcenfion Eve, and 
the Quarrel betwixt the two Parties, being blown up 
to that height, that they determin’d to munherone 
another , Father Anafidjim made an Exhonatipn to 
them upon the Feftival day, with which they feem'd 
to be fo touch’d, that they made as if they would 
confers themfelves ; but they did not continue long 
in that mind. Thole that moft regretted their Ma¬ 
ilers murther, took to Hans*s fide. This matt two 
days after taking his opportunity, punilh’d onecrimc 
with another, for he fir’d a Piftol at the Murtherer 
of M, de la Salle, the Bullet peirc’d his Heart, and he 
drop’d dead upon the place. One of Hans’s Crew 
fhot him that kill’d M. Moranger in the fide, and be¬ 
fore he could well recover himlelf, another let fly 
jutt at his Head, there was no Ball in his Musket, but 
the Powder let fire to his Hair, which catch’d his 
Shirt and Cloaths with 16 much violence and quick- 
nefs, that he could not put it out, but expir’d in the 
Flame. The third Confpirator took to his Heels and 
favM himlelf; Hans was mighty eager to make furc 
of him, and finifh in his Peath, the vengeance due to 
M. de la Sdlle\ but the Sieur made’em Friends, 
and lb the matter refied for that rime. 

Thus Hans became the chief Leader of this miferable 
Troop; they relolvM to return to the Cents, amongft 
whornthey defign’d tolettIe,for they durli not venture 
back into Europe for fear of meeting the puniHiuJcot 

■ their 
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tl^if Crimes delerv’d : At that time the Cena wer® 
up in arms and ready to march out to fight with the 
a cruel People, their implacable Enemies. 
When they take any Prifoners^ they throw them a- 
live into a Caldron and boyl them. The Cmis then 
took Ham and fomeother Europeans along with them, 
itiereft waited till they (hould return, though fJans 
would fain-have perfwaded them all to go, but they 
would not fiir. When Hans was gone, they depart¬ 
ed out of the Country of the Cenis^ and [amongft em 
were the two Caveliers, the Sieur youtel. Father A- 
naftafius and others; each had his Horfe, Powder, 
and Lead, with fome Goods to defray their Charges 
upon the way; they made a halt in the Country of 
the Najfofiis to celebrate the Oilave of la fete Meu. In 
their Relations, they fay, that the people enter¬ 
tain’d them perpetually with Stories of the Cruelty 
of the Spaniards towards the Americans , and told 
them twenty feveral Nations were gpjng to make 
war upon the Spaniards, and invited them to go a- 
long wkh them, becaiife, faid they, you will do 
more execution with your Giins, than all our War¬ 
riors with their Maces and Arrows. But they had 
other defigns ill their Heads, and took occafion in 
tbefe Difeouries to give them to underftand that 
they were come amongft them by exprefs order from 
God, toinftrudl them in the knowledge of the Truth, 
and let them right in the way to Salvation, and this 
was their employment for 10 or la days to the 
of 

I make no queftion, but M. Cavelier the Prieft, 
and Father Anajiafius endeavourM to their utmoft to 
give light to thefe Najjonis and deliver them out of 
their ignorance. But the four other Europeans that 
were in their company were not enough in number to 
^rrifie the Spaniards who are us’d to fire-arms *, be- 
hdes they did not underftand the Language of thefe 
D 4 People 
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People, and therefore I cannot eafily comprehend 
how they could gather from the Difcourfe of thefe 
NaJJonis^ that the Spaniards were (6 cruel to the A- 
ntericans ; they had no Interpreters along with them, 
fo that they could not underhand a word of what 
was laid to them by thefe People, who had never 
feen any other Europeans before them. 

Moreover ^tis certain, that fince the days of the 
Emperour Charles the Fifth, the Spaniards have not 
dat’d to execute any Cruelties upon the Natives of 
New Mexico^ becaufe they have too few of their owm 
Subje(fls to guard their Conquefts again ft the infiilisof 
their neighbouring Indians, were they irritated. No, 
they live peaceably with them, and trouble no ho 
dy, qnlsfs they are firft attacked. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Cenis permit M. Cavelier the Prieji, and 
Father Anaftafius, with their Company, to con- 
time their Journey thorough feveral harlarous 
Nations. 

T H E Cents gave thefe fix Europeans two Savages 
for Guides, who took their way thorough the 
fineft Country in the World Northwards, and North- 
Eaftwards ^ they pafs'd over four great Rivers, and 
many Channels made by the Rain, inhabited by di¬ 
vers Nations Eaftward, they came among the Haejuis, 
the Nabiri, or the Naanji, a valiant People at War 
with the Cents, at length they arrived near the Cado^ 
daccbos, June the i;th, one of their Guides went be¬ 
fore to inform the Barbarians of their coming. The 
chief Men and the Youth, whom they found a 
League from their Village, receivM them with the 
Calumet, and gave them fome Tobacco; feme led 
their Horfes by the Bridle, and others carried them 
about in Triumph i they faid they were Spirits come 
from the other World. 

All the Village being come together, the Women 
according to their Cuftom wafti’d their Heads and 
^eet with warm Water, after which they were feated 
upon a Bench coverM wMth neat white Mars; then 
they went to revelling, dancing to the Calumet, and 
made other publickrejoycings Day and Night. Thefe 
enpie Knew nothing of the Europeans but by Report, 
ns to be prefum’d they have fome fhadow of Reli- 
‘''on amongft em, but all their Ideas are very con - 
JSQ, ^d their Notions unaccountable, they Teem 
uworihip the Sun, becaule they fend up the Smoak 
^ tneir Tobacco to him, though they have their 

(hare 
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fhare on’c; their Ceremonial Habits have commonly 
two Suns defcribed upon them, and upon the reft of 
the Body reprefentations of wild Bulls, Deer, Ser¬ 
pents, or other Animals j the two religious Europems 
took occafion from hence, to give themfome Leflbns 
concerning the true God, and the principal Myfteries 
of Chriftianity ; ’tis to be fuppos'd all this was done 
by Signs. 

^ In this place God afflidted them by a Tragical Ac¬ 
cident, the Sieur Marne maugre all DilTwafions, 
would needs bath himfelf, June the 24th at Night. 
M. Cavelier^ Nephew to M. de la Salle went along 
with him to the River-fide, which lies pretty near 
the Village. Marne threw bimfelf into the Water, 
and never came up again. "^Twas a Whirlpool that 
fuckM him in, and drowned him in a moment. 

A little after his Body was^drawn out of the Wa¬ 
ter, and carried to the Captain^s Houfe ;.all the Vil¬ 
lage lamented his Death; The Captain’s Wife wrapt 
him up decently in a handfome Mat, while fonie 
young Men dug a Grave for him, which Father 
fiafius bleft; and then they committed him to the 
Earth with all poffible Solemnity i ThQ Barharms 
admir’d the Ceremonies of his Interment, and a- 
i)ove all, the finging of the Plalms at his Obfequies. 
Upon this they offer’d them inftrudlions about the 
immortality of the Soul, and continued to teach them 
for Eight days, for fo long they tarried after in that 
fatal Place ; the dead Man was buried upon an Emi¬ 
nence near the Village, his Grave was fenc’d about 
with Pallifado’s, and a great Croft fet up over it 
which was made by the Savages: They departed out 
of this Country, July the 2d. _ 

Thefe People dwell upon the Side of^ River, 
where three other Nations inhabit, the Natchooit 
ysWchetes and Outdiches. The Travellers were re¬ 
ceiv’d very kindly by all of them. From the River of 
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the Cms^ where they firft met with Beavers and 
Otters; the farther they advanced Northward, the 
greater Number they found of thofe Animals. Whilft 
they fojourned among the Ouidicbesy they met with 
three Warrioors of two Nations calPd the CaUnnio^ 
and the MmtouSy who dwelt twenty five Leagues 
farther, Eaft-North-Eaft, and had feen fome French¬ 
men. They offer’d to conduft ’em to their Country¬ 
men, and by the way they aofs'd four Rivers and 
Brooks, or Torrents made by the Rain, there they 
were receiv'd by thcfe Nations with the Calumet of 
Peace in their Hands, with all pollible Tokens of 
Gladnefs and Effeem. Many of thele Savages talkt 
to 'em of an European, who was a Captain, and had 
but one Hand ; this was the Sieur de Tonti a Neapo¬ 
litan, mention’d in my firft Volume. They added, 
that he told em, that a greater Captain than himfelf 
would probably pafs by their Village ; meaning the 
Sieur la Salk, 

The chief Man among them lodg’d them in his 
Cabbin or Hutt, and made his Family go out of it; 
there they were treated feveral Days with all forts 
of good Cheer. Nay, they order’d a folemn Feaft to 
be kept publickly, wherein they danc’d to the Calu- 
four and twenty Hours together, and fung Songs 
made purpofely for the occafion, which their Cap¬ 
tain dilated to them as loud as he could, they en- 
rertain’d em as Envoys from the Sun, who came to 
defend them from their Enemies with Thunderbolts, 
meaning their Mufquets which they had never feen 
before; in the hear of thefe rejoycings the younger 
Cavelier let off his Piffol three times, crying out Vk 
k Roy, which the Barbarians repeated with a loud 
Vo^e; adding, long live the Sun. 

Thefe Savages have a prodigious Number of Bea¬ 
vers and Otters in their Country, which might be 
caiiiy exported by a River near the Village; thefe 

Sava-? 
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Savages would have loaded their Horfes wit:i thcmi 
but they refusM them to fhew they were free from 
any Selfdefign, and prefented the Barbarians with 
Hatchets and Knives; at laft they wenevaway with 
two Cahinnio's to guide them; after they had received 
the AmbafTadours from Analau, thQ'^amco, and 
other Nations North weft, and South Weftward, they 
traversed for fome Days the. fineft Country in the 
World full of Rivers, Meadows, little Woods, Hills, 
and Vineyards. 

Among others they crofs’d over four large Naviga¬ 
ble Rivers, and after a March of about fixrv Leagues, 
they came to the Ojfotteoez,, who dwell upon a No¬ 
ble River running from the North-Weft, upon whofe 
Banks grow the fineft Woods in the Univerfe. 

The Skins of Beavers and Otters are every where 
found in Co great a Quantity, as well as all other kind* 
of Hides and Skins of Beafts, that they throw'em all 
in a heap and burn them, of (b little value are they ac¬ 
counted. 'Fis upon the famous River of the y^ltan/a 
chat fo many Villages ftand, as I mention'd in the 
firft Tome of my Difcoveries. 

Father Anafiafius lays in his Relation, that there 
they began to know where-abouts they were: At the 
fame time he knew very well, that neither he nor any 
Man in his Company had ever been upon the River 
Mefehajipi: Indeed I went up it by my felf, with 
two Indians in aCanou in 1680, and afterwards in 
1681, M. de la Salle went up it as high diS Akanfa : 
'Fis highly probable. Father Anaflajtus 
was then at Fort ficuated in the Country 

of the Illinois^ becaufe he found a great Crofs there, 
and beneath it the King of France*s Arms ; befid^s he 
fiw a Houfe built after the European way, and upon 
this the Sieur Joutel^ and two '^hiore that were left 
diicharged their Mufquets. At the Noife of the Guns 
out came two French Canadans, their Commander’s 

Name 
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Name was M. Couture, whom I knew particularly, 
well when I lived in Canada, and was one that made 
the Voyage along with us to difcover the Lomfiana, 
This M. Cow;gave them to know, that he was Po¬ 
lled there by the Sieur de Ponti, by order of. M. de la 
Salle, to keep up an Alliance with the Neighbouring 
Savage Nations, and guard them againft the Infults of 
the Iroejuois, their fworn Foes. 

They vifired three Villages, the Formans, the 
^mga, and the Kaf^a ; they receiv’d ’em every where 
with Fealls, Speeches, Dances, and all other Expref- 
lioni of Joy. They were lodg’d in the Houfe belon¬ 
ging to this fmall Fort. Thele of Canada that were 
fettled there entertain’d ’em very kindly, and made 
them Mailers of all. Whatever Affairs tbefe Savages 
contelled about they never decided them immediately, 
but fummon’d together the Chief men, and the moft 
Ancient of the Villages, and deliberated upon the 
matter in dilpute. Thefe Travellers ask’d them for a 
Fyro^ue, and fome Savages in it to go up the River 
Mcjchajip^ as far as the Illinois, by the River of that 
Nation, which in my Map of Louifiana, I call the 
River of Seigmlay, in honour to the Miniller of State 
of that Name, who favour’d and took care about 
our Difcpvery. Father Anallafius fays they offer’d 
their Horfcs, fome Powder and Lead in exchange for 
i\{tPyrogue, After the Counfel had met upon this 
Subje^l, they came to a refolution to grant them the 
Fyrrgut they demanded, aiid four Savages to man it, 
one of each Nation to hgnify the llrid Alliance they 
had made with them. This was punftually execu- 
i^d, fo they difmils’d the Cahinmo with Prelents to 
their lariffadlif n. 

Upoji this Head I would obferve, without preten- 
f ding (0 refjeil upt)n, M. dtla SalU, chat he undoub- 
S' uevcr found out the true Mouth of the River 
nor Father Anafia/ius neither, who ne- 
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ver was in that Part of the Country; and if thelaft 
did luckily light upon it by help of the Savages that 
guided him, "twas owing to the Diredtions he re¬ 
ceived from M. Couture^ Commander of the Skonce • 
but it may be he will give us more light into this mat^ 
ter hereafter. 


^ CHAP. X. 

The Vjyage of the Sieur Cavelier a TrieU^ and 
Father Anaftafius 4 Recoiled in a Pyrogue to 
the Illinois, and feveral Ohfervations concern¬ 
ing their Return. 

A Fter they had tarried a little time among thefe 
People, M, Cavelier, and Father Anafiafms, 
Embarked in the River of Mefehafipi, Aug. i. they 
crofled the River the fame Day in a P/rogue of 40 
Foot long. The ftream was very ftrong in that Place, 

16 they went all a-flioar to travel the reft of the Jour¬ 
ney on Foot, becaufe they had left their Horfes at 
Akanfa, though they had done better perhaps to 
have kept them: They left no Soul in the Pirogue 
but young Cavelier, whole tender Age joyn*d 
with the Fatigue of travelling fd far, made hinoun- 
Capable’ of profecuting the Journey on Foot. Father 
Anajtafius chinks that from the place where they fee 
out to the Illinois, they had 400 Leagues to march 

a foot before they could get thither j bui; all this is 

Ipoken by guefs. ^ r . 

One of the Savages went aboard the Pyrogue to 
it along the River, and one of his Conngrades 
him from time to time. The reft o^.the 
made no ufe of the Pyrogue, bdt oril^ ^' 0 ^len they badaB 
occallon to avoid a dangerous Place,crofs anyRn-t^ 
;■> verp,) 
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vers; they underwent a great deal of Toil in thisVoy- 
age, the Heats were excellive in that feafon, thefand 
was burnt by the Sun, but more than all, the want of 
Food, which they endur’d feveral days, reduced ’em 
to extreme hardrfiip. 

Father Anaftafitts adds, That they were got 200 
Leagues over land from the Bay of St. Louis^ that is 
to fay, 100 Leagues to the Cents^ 60 to the North 
North-Eaft, and 40 to the Eaft North-Eaft : from the 
Nejjonis to the Cado'dacchos'' North North-Eaft- 
ward, from the Cadodacchos to the Cahinnio and the 
Mmms 15 to the Eaft North-Eaft, and from the Ca^ 
liinnio to the Akanja 60 Eaft North-Eaft. 

They continued their Progrefs up the River by the 
fame way, that they had heard de la Salle went 
in 82, except that they went to Skacha. Father A^ 
nnjlajufs, fays M. de la Salle was not there. I made 
mention of this Nation in my Difcovery in 80 , in the 
preceding Volume ; their principal Village is twenty 
five Leagues Eaft from Akanfa. The People are ro- 
buftand nuiperous, confifting at leaft of 4000 fight¬ 
ing Men: They have abundance of all forts of Skins 
and Hides. Their Leaders often brought the Calumet 
to them to fignifie that they were willing to make an 
Alliance with/hem; nay they offer’d to go and fet¬ 
tle tbemfelves upon the River Ouabache to be nearer 
Fort Crevecceur in the Country of the Illinois, whither 
they were travelling. 

This famous River of Ouabache is full as large as 
Mefchafipi; a great many other Rivers run/mtoit, 
theouMet where it dilcharges it felf into Mefchafip is 
Joo Leagues from Akanfa SiCCoTd'mgto M. de la Salle’s 
lurarion; the truth is it is not fo far crofs the 
but it may be as much in following the 
of the River Mefcbajift, which winds about 
‘y rnach. Scr^ht over land Tis not above. 5 good 
lys journey. 

They 
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They crofs’d the River Ouabache^ Augufi 26. an(f 
found it full 60 Leagues along the River Mefchaftpixo 
the mouth of the River of the about 6 Leagues 

below the mouth of ,that River North-Weftward, is 
the famous River of the MaJJ'<>urue$ or the Oragei^ 
which is as large at leaft as the River it falls into. Itis 
made up of fevcral other known navigable Rivers in¬ 
habited by numerous Nations, as the Pammaba^ who 
have but one Captain and 22 XHlfages, the Icaft of 
which contains 200 Cabbins. The PamaJJa, the P4W, 
the, Panaloga^ and the Metotantesy each of which is 
as confiderable as the Panimaha. 

TheOrages have 17 Villages upon a River of their 
name, that difeharges it felt into that of the Adgjfou- 
rites. Our Maps and thole of M. ile la Salley have pla¬ 
ced the Orages there. Formerly the Akanfir dwelt 
a great way up one of thefe Rivers, which beantheir 
name ftilL and which I take notice of about the 
midft ofthe paflageof the River Ouabacbe to that of 
the MaJJourites'y there lies the C^pe Si. Amba^ oi 
Padua, and thereabouts live the Savage Nation of the 
Manjoplea. 

Sept. 5. M. Cavelier and Father Anafiafim arriv’d 
at the mouch of the River of the Illinois: Yis reckon’d 
100 Leagues from thence to Von Prevecesury as 1 re¬ 
mark’d in my firft Volume. The paflTage all the way is 
clear and navigable by large Vellds. A Cbp-Httm ' 
nam’d Turpin^ having feen them enter his Vitlige, 
ran by land to carry the News to M. Bede ' 

Commander of chat Fort; he could not believe* What 
he told him, but they follow’d apace after the Bar¬ 
barian, and came to the Fort, Sept. 14. prefeotlj^ ' 
they cendudted them to the Chapel, where Te Dsiad ' 
was t!,ankfuliy fuiig. The Canadjns that vvcre-ki5< 
the place, and lome Savages fif’d Volleys of Musk^i 
^ M. de Tontty wh(;m M. de la Sail: Jelign'd tof’%'’' 
Commander of Fort was goiic arnc ng t?he 







A Voyage into North Ame?rica. 49 

UcyuQis to difpofe thofe Barbarians to an Alliance. 
There Travellers were receivM with all the kihdnds 
ii^inable, Belle-Fountain omitted no Te- 

fliroony of his joy to fee them fafely arriv’d. 

It muft beconfeft, that no man can evade his D:- 
ftiny. At the fame time it muft likewife be acknow¬ 
ledged that the Difafter of M. de la Salle had fome- 
thing very fatal in it; he undertook this great Voy¬ 
age with defign to find our the mouth of the River 
but unfortunately fell by the way with* 
out fucceeding in his Entcrprize, and yet juft after his 
Death, bis Brother, Father Anajlajim^ &c. went up 
that River and arriv’d at the Illinois, 

Tisindubitable, neverthelefs, that there is an ex¬ 
cellent Haven at the mouth of this River, as I ob- 
ferv’d in 80. The entry into it is very convenient, 
as may beeafily feen. Of the three arms that com- 
pofc this ouC'ler, I always follow’d the ^Channel of 
that in the middle. Tis a commodious Harbour, 
and has ftvcral places fit to raife FortrelTes upon, that 
are in no danger of being overflow’d, as has former¬ 
ly been thought. The lower part or mouth of the 
River is habitable, and is inhabited by feveral favage 
ilaiions that don’t lie far from it. The greateft Vef- 
fels may go up above 200 Leagues from theGulph of 
as far as the mouth of the River of the lllU 
m, which River is navigable for above 100 Leagues, 
and difcharges it (elf into the River Mejchafiyi. Ac the 
lower end of the River dwell (everal other Nations, 
which I forgot, as the Picheno, the Ozanhgw, the 
'l‘‘infrihQ ^ Ottonika , the Movifa , and n any 
others, whole names eafily efcape odes Memory, 
when one palles through them without leilure, orccn- 
veniency to take nccelfary oblcrvarjons and notes, 
i ^Tif probable that M dt la Suite not finding the 
Mouth of that River in the Sea, fanfied that the Bay 
of Sc. was not above 40 or 50 Leagues (irom the 

E Mouth 
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Mouth of one of its Arms, at lead in a ftrait line; 
but by misfortune he never was at it. God fets bounds 
to all Men, and their Enrerprifes, to all the defires 
of their Hearts, as well as to the vaft Ocean. 

Doubtlefs God permitted it fo to be, that Father 
Anafiajius who is now Vicar ofthe Recolleds^Qw- 
hray, (hould dilcover 11 o Nations in his Travels, 
without taking into the Number many more Savage 
People well known to thofe he convei'S’d with tn 
fajjanty becaufe they traffick with them, which at 
the lame time were never feen by any Euroyeft. 

Thefe People, as 1 have already noted, have very 
good Horfes, fit for any fervice in abundance. They 
think themlelves well paid for a Horfc, if one gives 
them a Hatcher. 

Father Anafiafius went from the Bay of St. Lmis 
to the Gulph of Mexko with delign to fettle a Mifiion 
among the Ce?ks in his ad Voyage. Bather Zmhm 
Marnbre Recoiled, who ftaid behind at the faiuBay, 
was to have come and joynd him, to the ertid they 
might fpread the Faith among the neighbouring Na¬ 
tions. T hey expeded from Europe a great number of 
Labourers, but the death of M. de la Salle obliging 
him to proceed further he don’t doubt but Father Zc- 
nohius has been there to look for him, 

Sait may be he is now in that Country with Father 
AlaT.mus a Recoiled and Native of Lip in 
and thatthey have left the Sieur CbefdeviJle a Millin- 
nary of St. Suhicius, at the Million of the Port in that 
Bay. He determined himfelf to be there, becaufe 
there were nine or ten European Families there with 
their Children, befides fome of M. de la Sailt’s men 
have marryej with the Women of the OHinrrv^to 
augment the little Colony. This is the Extrauot 
Father Anafiajius’s account of his toilfome Voy^age. 
What are become of the people left in thofe parti imcc 
that lime, we know not. . 
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hAa AmfiaJiu, conceal’d the deplorable Fate of 
in. de lit Salley bcc^ufc twas his duty as well as M 
Cevthers the Prieft, to carry the hrft news of it tb 
Court, and tore the efFeifts of the deceas’d in the 
raid Fort of the Il/mts, becaufe he advanc’d Money 
upon the cntcrprize. He departed from the m Js 
in tbc Spring, 1688, together with Father AnaM- 
W, young tavelier, M. Joutel, and one Barbarian, 
whodwdIs atprefcntnear^i?r>; 7 ^,; they arriv’d at 
^whec, July 27, and fet fail for France the 20th of 
Amp following. God granted them a favourable 
plHgctoP/Jw, after having run through incredible 
wngers; and they gave an account of their Voyage 
to me late Marquis 

This is the ftory of M. i/e /a Salle’s laft Voyage 
«Ithoughtmy felf oblig’d to givethe world,be¬ 
came ns a continuation offline, and confirms fore- 
tBlmings related in my account. I go on now ro de- 
Wthe Religion and Manners of thofe barbarou# 
^atlons, which I difeover'd in my Voyage. 


E 1 


CHAP, 







^ into North Anicric®, 


C H AP. XI. 

The Authors RtfleBions upon the foyage to China; 
the opinion of mo(l of the Snvages 0/North A- 
mcrica concerning the Creution of tne Worlds 
and the Immortality of the Soul. 


T IS'a common faying, that Truth is the very 
Soul and Eflence of Hiftory : now this account 
of the Manners of the Savages of Nmb Ammahe- 
ing taken lincerely, needs no other recommeodaM. 
Novelty and Variety joyn together to ptefc'heRM- 

der tL’ T treat of barbarous unpolifhd People i 

and’therefore I hope, that a Defcription of dit- 
ferent Nations, which 1 have 
been inform’d of by feme religious that havftbeena 
moRg them, will divert the curious. 


The Son of God having foretold, that h« Gofwl 
fhould be preach'd throughout the Umvetfe, tn 
faithfull have always interefted themfelvwjn or- 
warding the accoroplifliment of that . 

labour'd to convert thofe barbarous Nai.« J 

haveno knowledgeofthetrueG^. ^ j 

multitude of ravage People '"b'ch inhabit tM ^ 
Countries of Amenta^ have had their Ev® , . 
gainft the Light of Truth: but we have al^^ 
gun to prcaxth Chrift Cruciti’d to them, to _ 
*ur skill, that wefright bring them 
We hope therefore that thofe who are ’ 

the Love of God, will not be wanting or , y. 
to finifh what we have begun, but endeavour 
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vation of Co many Souls, who might not perifli, if 
Chriftians would help them to ^et out ot their 
natural Blindnefs. To clear the way, and dire^; the 
means to it, we are going to give an account of the 
Ideas thefe People have of Religion, and likewife of 
their Manners, that fo we may the more readily 
contrive the method of their Converfion, and in 
what manner to inftruft them, to render them capa¬ 
ble of receiving the truth and eternal Salvation. 

Oiir Difcoveries have acquainted us with moft part 
of North America^ Co that 1 don’t queftion if the King 
of Great Britain^ and the States of Holland fhould 
think fit to fend us back thither to finifli what we 
have fo happily begun, but we fhould demonftrate 
what we could never yet give a clear account of, 
though many attempts have been made to it. It 
has been found impolTible hitherto to go to Japan 
by the Frozen Sea; that Voyage has often been 
fruftrated ; and I am morally affur’d, that we 
can never fuccecd in it, till we have firft difcove- 
rd the Continent betwixt the Frozen Sea and New 
Memo. I am perfwaded that God preferv’d me in 
all the great dangers of my long Voyages, that I 
might perfect that happy Difeovery; and I here of¬ 
fer my felf to undertake it, not doubting the fuccefs 
of the Enrerprize (God willing) provided I am fur- 
Dilh’d with convenient means. 

I don’t wonder, that the learned are at a lofs how 
AmericawsiS peopled,and that infinite number of Na¬ 
tions fettled upon that Ivaft Continent. AmericA is 
half the terreftriai Globe. The moft expert Geogra¬ 
phers are not throughly' acquainted with it, and the 
Inhabitants themfelves, whom we difeover’d, and 
'•'ho in all likelihood fhould know belt, don c know 
E 5 how 






